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HE following Mgmoirs have already been fo 

well received in the werld, that there is no occafion 
0 make any apology for introducing them to the Reader in 
an Engliſch dreſs. A great many people whe are now 
diving, have ſeen their Author, and they all own that, as 
fo his perſon, he was one of the handſameſt men of his age. 
The Reader will * the other part of, his character de- 
ſcribed in the following pages; where he will ſee a _ 
man ſtruggling with the ftorms of fate: Ne will ee 
virtue ee, but never owver- poaubered; and willainy 
proſperous, but never happy : He will there perceive, that 
the principal ingredient of happing/s does not lie in exterior 
circumſtances, but in the inward compoſure of mind. As 


- this is the great maxim which our author lays down, there 


is ſcarce a page of his book, but what proves this impor- 
tant truth; and, at the ſame time, that the beſt and the 
moſt wirtuous paſſion may border upon vice, when carried 
too far, and when not directed by reaſon and religion. 
The underſtanding Reader will, eafily diſcern, that the 
Author has been a man of paſſions, fo ſtrong, that they 
have ſometimes tranſported him beyond the firidt bounds of 
both; but at the ſame time he will admire how a man, a- 
midſt ſuch a multitude of events, and ſuch a wariety of 
preſſures, ſhould always find reſources in his own courage, 
and ſuperior capacity, which have extricated him out of 
difficulties, under which a man of leſi virtue and patience 
would have ſunk, or by yielding to the torrent, have ex- 
changed the /olid pleaſures of virtue for the gay trappings 
of vice. The Moral that is conveyed us by every incident 
of his life, is ſuch as may be expefed from a Philoſopher, 

and a Chriſtian, We every where find the ſatisfaction 
arifirg from villainy tranſitory and delufiuve, and the vir- 
tuous man riſing in the home-felt joy of mind and conſcience, 
in proportion as he ſinks in the eye of the vulgar and the 


means 
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he following Memoirs now appear, may ſuit every 


equally with the Mar Qu1s, found the ſecret of reconciling 
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Tbe Tranſlator has taken the liberty in ſeveral inſtances 
to ſoften, but never contradictꝭ the Author's meaning. 7 
reaſon of this will appear to an Engliſh reader, who con- 
ders the Author as @ man ftriftly adhering to the religion 
in which he was educated, and ſufficiently conſcious of tbe 
Superiority which his birth gave him over the generality of 


his readers in hit own country : So that the dreſs in which 


man, whatever be his religion or quality. It may be per- 
haps convenient to acquaint the Reader, that in his Intro» 
duction zo theſe MRMOIRS he ſays, that he had the ſame 
reaſon for writing them, as Ovid had for writing 
werſe ; | 


In verſe I ſeek the calm content of mind; 
Bleſs'd, if in verſe the healing balm I find. 


Ovid, 


And, 3 awhat is advanced by the French 
Editor, they certainly were deſigned by the Author for the 
public, ſince we every where find him applying to the pa f- 
fions, and appealing to the reaſon of his Readers. Beffdes, 
the ſtile is every where chaſte, live y and polite ; which 
ſeldom or never is found, when the account is no better 
than a few haſty notes, put together by an Author. In 
ſhort, the Tranſlator may venture to affirm, That of all 
the numerous productians of this kind, no Author has, 


the Marvellous with the Probable, the Pathetic wirh 
the Noble, and Variety with Uſe. The great may here 
wiew how tranſitory their ſlate may f rove; the oppreſſed 
may learn, that there is no condition of life ſo abject, but 
awhat virtue and patience may ſoften and retrieve ; the lo- 
der may here find, that 1 but merit can lay a ſolid 
feundation for happineſs ; an 

condition of life ever fo low or high, may perceive that no- 
thing is ſo valuable as Sincerity and Truth. | 
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| HE reader will, at leaſt, find in my Hi- 
ſtory, a melancholy proof, that'a man may 
be wretched, though in poſſeſſion of all the 
advantages of birth and fortune, when his 
heart has not a favourable byaſs, Both theſe cir- 
cumſtances fell to my ſhare ; I deſcend from a family 
eminent for producing ſeveral great men, my anceſ- 
tors were for many ages poſſeſt of an eſtate in a coun- 
try bordering on France, to which crown (after 
having been long a part 'of the Spaniſh monarchy} 
it came to be annexed : as they held conſiderable 
employments under the kings of Spain, upon this 
new revolution they found. themſelves obliged ei- 
ther to part. with them, or their eſtates ; but not 
being able to think that their engagements to their 
ſovereign ought to be cancelled by any reverſe of for- 
tune, three out of four brothers determined themſelves 
intirely in favour of Spain; the fourth, dazzled with the 
ſucceſs which at that time attended the French arms, 
offered his ſervice to Lewis XIV. and commanded a 
company of horſe in the'firſt campaign he made; as 
his good fortune gave him. ſeveral opportunities of 
diſtinguiſhing his courage and conduct, he ſoon found 
| WM” himſelf 
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himſelf at the head of a regiment, and in poſſeſſion of 
the eſteem of both court and army, which he long 
enjoyed; at laſt, conſidering himſelf as the only de- 
ſcendant of his family in that kingdom, he concluded 
that the reſpe& he owed to our name, ought to in- 
duce him to quit the camp, and betake to a more ſet- 
tled ſtate of life, ſo he reſolved to petition the king | 
for his diſmiſſion: that prince, who never failed in | 
generoſity to thoſe who had ſerved him bravely, | 
having heard his motives, allowed my father to ſell | 
his poſt, which he did to the beſt account, and re- | 
tired to the country where his eſtate lay: in 
ſhort, he married there a lady of quality, and of 
a fortune ſuitable- to his own, which was at that 
time very conſiderable, by a voluntary renunciation | 
which his brothers in the Spaniſh ſervice made of | 
their right to the family eſtate in his favour. Thus | 
. Ending himſelf in a condition to make a figure | 
equal to his rank, he revived in his own perſon the | 
title of our family, and refigned to a ſon, that he had 
in the firſt year of his marriage, the name which 
till then he himſelf bore ; ſo the firſt went by the 
title of Count, and the other by that of Marquis ; | 
he loft his lady in child-birth of this ſon, who being 
my father, it will be neceſſary for me to take ſome | 
notice of his adventures, fince they gave riſe to mine. 
The Marquis as he grew up, revived in the Count 
all the affection he had entertained for the mother; 
he neglected nothing which might contribute to his 
education, and had the ſatis faction to obſerve that he 
anſwered his fondeſt expectations; he ſent him to 
Paris, where he made ſuch a progreſs in all his ſtu- 
dies, particularly ſuch as are ſuitable to a man of qua- 
lity, that when I was at the ſame academy twenty 
years after, I had the pleaſure to hear him talked of 
there, with a great deal of reſpe& and eſteem. And 
as the knowledge of men, as well as books, is neceſ- 
ſary to form a compleat gentleman, he finiſhed his 
education by cultivating an acquaintance with the 
moſt polite people both in court and city, Thus ” 
et] 


* 
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ſet out into the world with all the advantages which 
fortune, nature, and education could give him, bappy 
had he known how to have improved the eſteem whic 
theſe procured him ! but fortune threw obſtacles in 


his way, that all his merit could not ſurmount. _ 
The fondneſs a father for ſuch a ſon is both na- 


tural and juſtifiable ; the Count could not reſiſt it, nor 


the inclination he had to ſee him, and the Marquis 
upon receiving a letter to that purpoſe, came to his 
father's ſeat, where he found all the perſons of qua- 
lity in the neighbourhood aſſembled ; the reception 
he met with may be eaſily imagined, there were charms 
in his perſon and converſation, which recommended 
him to the-love and friendſhip of all. | 

There was a gentleman, a younger brother of a 
family in Normandy, who had been the Count's lieu- 


- tenant when he commanded a company of horſe ; an 
Important piece of ſervice he had done my grandfa- 


ther in an engagement, gave riſe to an intimacy be- 
tween them, which continued the reſt of their lives; 
and improved into friendſhip, which on the Count's 
part was as generous as uncommon :. for after the 
advancement of his own fortune, he could not think 
himſelf happy till the Chevalier (for that was the 
name by which this gentleman went) ſhould ſhare 
it: not ſatisfied with furniſhing him the neceſſaries 
and conveniencies, he even procured him the com- 
forts and pleaſures of life. Firſt, a quiet retreat 
along with himſelf, then gave him a houſe of his own, 
which he furniſhed and fitied up at his own expence 
and at laſt, an eſtate to ſupport the charges of the 
change of life, into which he engaged. him to en- 
ter by marrying, promiſing at the ſame time, if he 
had any children, to take care of their fortunes : of 
two which the Chevalier had, one, a ſon, died in his 
firſt, the other, a daughter, was then in her ſeven- 
teenth year. 

It may beeafily ſuppoſed, that the Chevalier was not 
among the laſt who came to pay their compliments to 
my g:andfather after his arrival, he had been ſcarge 
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three or four days at home, when the Chevalier Ne rege 
a hunting-match in the great foreſt which formed a 
part of our eſtate ; his deſign in this, was to carry 
the company to his own houie, where he had pro- 
vided a handſome entertainment. His daughter cu- 
rious to ſee my father, of whoſe merit ſhe bad heard 
ſo much, neglected nothing to make her natural 
charms appear to the beſt advantage; nay, ſuch was 
her impatience, that ſhe ſtept into a coach with ſome F 
young ladies, and came into the field where they 
were hunting, under pretence of ſeeing the diver- 
ſion : I am not ſure, but that this forwardneſs might 
proceed from a ſecret deſire to appear _—_— to 
my father; if this was her motive, her ſucceſs was 
greater than ſhe could reaſonably have expected. The 
hunters were diſperſed over the foreſt, and the Mar- 
quis by chance came up to the coach : if the firſt 
appearance he made did not finiſh the conqueſt of 
the young lady's heart, his own was certa'nly capti- 
vated at the very inſtant in which he firſt addreſſed 
her; never did love make a fwifter progreſs in a ſoul. 
I have heard him many times own, that till this time 
he had never entertained a real flame, and that he 
trembled with, as it were, a ſecret preſage of the mis- 
fortunes into which he was tobe plung'd by the ſweeteſt | 
of paſſions ; but the 354 of his heart rendered of 2 
the refleions that ſprung from this, ineffeQtual; 
every moment he continued there, he four d new 
charms in the lady's perſon, and ſomething ſo 
engaging in her converſation, that he left her fa- 
ther's houſe, the moſt enamoured man in the 
world. 

As this was the zra of our domeſtick miſeries, I 
hope the reader will pardon a few reflections upon 
this head ; it is an indulgence I ſometimes cannot re- 
fuſe myſelf, when I call to mind my misfortunes. 

There is no man more conv nced than J am, of the 
reality of the firſt crime which rendeted mankind 
wicked, weak, and unhappy. It is the foundation of 
Chriſtianity, and I think nothing is better — 23 
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but if in conſequence of this firſt fault, all our paſ- 


= ſions depend upon ourſelves, and ſpring from our 


own hearts, why are we not equally carried to every 


it object that can engage them? I ſhall explain what L 


mean; why for inſtance ſhould a paſſion for one wo- 
man, which ſtrikes of a ſudden, and before reflection, 
be oft-times ſtronger than that general inclination 
which is impreſt on our nature for the whole ſex, 
and is what divines call concupiſcence ? I would con- 
clude from this, that extraordinary paſſions (ſuch as 
was that of my father) have {ome other principle, 
which co-operates with the diſurder that was intro- 
duced into our nature by the firſt tranſgreſſion: 
this, providence permits for reaſons unknown to us, 
but ever worthy of itſelf. There is nothing in this 
ſpeculation inconſiſtent with the holineſs of God. 
Love, where the object of it is lawful, and when it 
does not divert us from performing the duties we owe 
to heaven, is far from being citminal. A father 
therefore ought to apply a friendly hand in reclaim- 
ing a ſon, who is hurried away by an almoſt irreſiſti- 
ble paſſion, and a ccntrary conduct is commonly at- 
tended with the moſt fatal effects. ; 

Could the Count have ac ed thus, how happy had 
it been for my father! but ambition blinded him 
when theſe reflections were proper, and when his 
eyes were open, they were too late. The Chevalier, 
who ſoon gueſſed at the ſituation of the Marquis's 
heart by his frequent viſits, and a thouſand tender 
aſiduities which always betray the lover, found him- 
ſclf in great perplexity how to behave ; he had ex- 


perience enough to know, that the young lover's. 


I paſlon was of the moſt violent nature, and his inte- 


reſt led him to imagine, that it would be a very ad- 
vantageous match for his davghter ; but his genero- 
ſity hindered him from taking advantage of the weak- 
ne's of a young man, and his honour, from abufin 

the goodneſs of his beneſactor. The method he took, 
was, to diſcoycr the whole affair to the Count, and 
aſk his advice in what manner he ſhould behave : 
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my grandfather, after approving of the Chevalier's 
diſintereſted conduct, called for his ſon, and aſked 
him in a haughty manner, How he came to be trifling 
away his time at a village, in the fooleries of love, 
when he ovght to be puſhing his fortune, and mak- 
ing a figure in the world, The Marquis, who had 
a ioul above diſſimulation, owned the whole truth; 
but told his father at the ſame time, that if he would 
procure him a commiſſion to ſerve in the next Cam- 

aign, he would ſoon copvince him, that his love 
for the lady had rather heightened than abated his 
paſſion for glory. 

The Count, jealous of the intereſt of his family, 
was not fatisfied with this anſwer, his deſign was to 
deprive his ſon of the leaſt poſſibility to continue his 
intrizue, and he inſiſted, that he ſhould inftantly ſet 
out for Paris, till the campaign opened ; this order 
appeared ſo harſh to the young lover, that all the re- 
ſpe& he owed to his father, could not prevent his 
ſhewing ſome reluctance to obey it: I ſee (ſays the 
Count, who was of a poſitive temper, and at that time 
a little heated) what detains you, and the meanneſs of 
your conduct only confirms me in my reſolution to 
diſown you as a ſon, if you pretend to purſue an 
amour fo inconſiſtent with my views for your intereſt 
and * honour. In ſhort, you have your choice either 
never more to viſit the Chevalier's daughter, or pre- 
pare to ſet out immediately for Paris, 

A thunder-bolt would have leſs confounded the 
poor Marquis; duty for ſome time oppoſed his love; 
but this laſt was too violent not to bear down all 
other conſiderations ; he communicated his grief to 
the young lady, who was under as great a conſte: . 
nation as himſelf; for the Chevalier, finding the Count's 
reluctance to the match, had diſcharged his daughter 
from entertaining the Marquis any more; tnis re- 
ſtraint ſerved only to give new flames to the paſſion 
of the young lovers; they met once more together, 
and exchanged mutual promiſes of inviolable con- 
Kancy : meantime, the Count, ſenſible how weak or: 
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ternal authority is, when oppoſed. ta the diftates of 
inclination, thought the moſt, ready way to break of 
their amour, was to provide a match for the Cheva- 
lier's daughter, and for this purpoſe he gave her a hand- 
ſome portion. The Chevalier being acquainted with 
the propoſal, a huſband very ſoon offered, the terms 
were agreed on, and the marriage-day was appointed. 
The deſpair that ſeized the Marquis at this fatal 
news, could only be equalled by that of the lady, 
they met once more to deplore the cruelty of their 
fate, and in this mournful interview found new 
charms in each other, and renewed their proteſ- 
tations of eternal fidelity; but how ſhall they 
avoid the Canger that threatened the utter ruin of 
their loves; the time they had was ſhort, and 
their reſolutions muſt be quick. They thought of 
a thouſand expedients ; but at laſt they determined 
to leave the kingdom, and marry whenever they 
were out of danger : my father truſted none with the 
ſecret but his valet, who was a young man of good 
ſenſe, and approved fidelity ; he ordered him to get 
every thing ready for their journey, and in the mean 
time he himſelf affected a great air of tranquillity: : 
the better to diſguiſe his intention, he borrowed ſe- 
veral ſums of his friends, and when every thing was 
ready, ſtept into his chaiſe, as if he had been to pay a 
viſit in the neighbourhood, but drove directly to his 
miſtreſs, who waited for him at a place appointed ; 
thus favoured by darkneſs, and conduQed by love, 
they ſet out on their hazardous journey. | 
By break of day they found themſelves at a vil- 
lage out of the territories of France, where they were 
married ; but as it was of the utmoſt 1mportance to 
the Marquis not to ſtay too long in a place where he 


might be known, they went to N—, a fine populous 


city, and changing their own names for thoſe of Mon. 
and Mad.—Monſfieur hired an apartment ready fur- 
niſhed, of a rich merchanr, kom whoſe friend- 
ſhip and probity he reaped afterwards great advay- 
tage, Here they firſt taſted the pleaſures of undiſ- 
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turbed love; and the paſſion of the Marquis, far from 
diminiſhing, ſeemed to be heightened by enjoyment. 
My birth. was the firſt fruits of their marriage ; and 
I ſhall relate ſomething that was diverting in its man- 
ner. I came into the world on April 16,-My mo- 
ther was ſeized ſo ſuddenly with her gung that there 
not being time enough to bring a midwife, De Brie, 
my father's valet, and her own chamber-maid, with 
ſome ſmall aſſiſtance from the Count, did that office, 
and by their means neither mother nor child ſuffered ; 


I was idolized in our little family, my father called 


me the child of his love, he was never eaſy if I 
was a moment out of his ſight, and at home his eyes 
were ever fixed on his wife and his boy : ſome months 
before my birth, my father ſent De Brie into France, 


to learn ſecretly what alterations his flight had occa- 


ſioned, and what the Count's ſentiments were on that 
head. De Brie returned with the moſt melancholy 
accounts ; my grandfather, who naturally inclined to- 


be paſſionate, and was rather more ſo as he advanced 


in years, had given ſeveral very furious proofs of his 
anger, upon his firſt hearing of the Marquis's flight; 
after the more violent tranſports were over, his rage 
ſubſided into a ſettled calm of paſſion, and enraged to fee 
all the fine fchemes he had been laying out for the 
grandeur of his family vaniſh into ſmoke, by the bad 


conduct of bis ſon, he diſinherited him by a formal 


aQ, proteſting to his friend, that he would die with 
pleaſure, could he have the ſatisfact on to plant a 
dagger in the heart of ſo unnatural a monſter; and 


to compleat his revenge, he married a girl of eighteen,, 


tolerably handſome, who, notwithſtan 

advanced age, bore him two ſons. 
My father was deeply affected with theſe diſmal 
accounts; for though he well knew the violence of the 
Count's temper, he did not expect it would have car- 
ried him to ſuch extremities, and he flill reckoned, 
that after the firſt ſallies of his fury were over, his 
affection would get the better of his reſentment ; his 
Pangs were ſtill augmented, when he reflected. that 
perhaps 
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perhaps he was the obje& not only of the hatred, but 
of the curſes of a parent; but what wound him up to 
the higheſt pitch of rief was, when he conſidered the 
ſituation his wife, his ſon, and perhaps other in- 
fants, who by his means might yet come into the world, 
would be in, if he was not able to provide for them in 
a manner ſuitable to their ſtation and birth ; that he 
himſelf was yet but twenty years of age, and how ſoon 
might he want even the common neceſſaries of life, 
—. then the miſeries of an helpleſs old age——., _ 

'[ heſe terrible ideas tormented him fo cruelly, that 
he could no longer ſtifle them within his own breaſt, 
they were eaſily diſcerned by the impreſſions they 
made on his countenance. 

If at any time my motter ſhewed an uneaſineſs at 
this alteration, he would affect an air of tranquillity, 
and even reproach her for her groundleſs apprehen- 
ſions; but he had ro reſerve with a friend he had made 
ſince he came to N———, this was his landlord the 
merchan”, whoſe name was Monſ. Paget; by this time, 
my father was perfectly ſatisfied of his integrity and 
diſcretion, and one day while they were together, 
this worthy man aſked to know the reaſon of the 
deep me ancholy, in which for ſome time he had ſeen 
him wrap'd; my father ingenucuſly told him all the 
circumſtances of his unhappy life, except what related 
to his birth and pla e of nativity, he even did not diſ- 


ſemble the apprehenſions he was under with reſpect to 


the future, and his fears for his poor wife and fa- 
mily ; Monſieur Paget, who had a very tender heart, 
ſhewed the greateſt ſympathy with his afflictions, he 
reproached my father with not having truſted him 
ſooner, he ſhewed the fincereſt diſpoſition to concern 


2X himſelf in whatever might aleviate his misfortunes, 


and ended with a proteſtation, that he was ready. to 
ſhare his eſtate with him, which was at that time 
reckoned to be very great. Says the good man, I am 
a batchelor, and old enough to be your father, and I 
ſhall eſteem it the m— happineſs of my life, if 
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after this day, you allow me to look upon you, and 


treat you as my own. 
The ſurprize my father was under at ſo uncommon 
a ſtrain of generoſity, rendered him for ſome time at a 
loſs for an anſwer, which at laſt he made him, ac- 
knowledging the ſenſe he had of his friendſhip, and 
told him that the reafon of his letting him into the 
fecret of his misfortunes, was not to draw him in- 
to fo unexpected a mark of tenderneſs, but into 
ſome compaſſion and ſympathy for his hard fate; 
as for what related to his circumſtances, he reckoned, 
that if they proportioned their expences in the ſame 
manner they had hitherto done, there would be enough 
left to keep them for ſome years from taſting miſery ; 
becauſe he had the precaution to bring ſome money 
along with him, and he hoped before that was ſpent 
heaven would provide ſome employment for him, 
either in the camp, where he might have opportu- 
nities to diſtinguiſh his birth and courage, or in ſome 
other way which he did not indeed at preſent foreſee; 
but that he would never diſtruſt the goodneſs of the 
ſovereign maſter of the world, who never abandons 
oppreſſed innocence, I eaſiby ſee, replies Monſieur 
Paget, that you think me unworthy of the honour 
you pretend to do me, however I ſhall be ſatisfied, if 
ou aſſure me that you are ſenſible my offer proceeded 
om no other motives but eſteem and friendſhip : 
but give me-leave to ſuggeſt another expedient to 
ſerve you, and which may b more agreeable to your 
taſte ; I have a trade, which in a few years has conſi- 
derably enriched me, you ſhall enter partner in it 
with me, not that by this I propoſe you ſhould be- 
come merchant, but that you ſhould'truſt a part of 
our ſtock with me, and leave me to turn it to the 
| account. My father could not decently refuſe 
ſach an offer, he placed in the hands of Monfieur 
Paget 2000 crowns, which was about a third- part of the 
money he had remaining, and ſuch was his good luck, 
or rather the zeal of his generous benefactor, that in 
the firſt year, he made 6000 of his 2000 gs 
19 
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my heart, that I could draw her picture, were it not 
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5 ſock increaſed ſo faſt, that he ſoon cleared fix 
thouſand livres, and kept 1200 crowhs employed in 
commerce: nay, ſuch was his good fortune, that 
ſince I came to the years of reflection, I have been 
many times tempted to believe, that 2 good part of 
the gain has been Monſieur Paget's own money, tho? 
that gentleman always refuſed it. : 
This alteration in our fortune, made one likewiſe 
in our way of living; our equipage was encreaſed, 
and our table ſeryed with greater plenty and more 
elegance; as for me, who was by this time too old 
to be reckoned a child, I had a lackey allowed to at- 
tend me wherever I went, and my father and mo- 
ther extended their acquaintance to all the people of 
eſt faſhjon in the town, by whom they were enter- 
tained with the greateſt eſteem and reſpect. Their 
ſtory had by this time taken ai, for either by the 
indiſcretion of Monſieur Paget, or Le Brue, or a cer- 
tain air and manner which always attends perſons of 
diſtinction, and which cannot be concealed, it was whiſ- 
pered all over the town, that they were two lovers of 
quality, whom an amorous adventure had obliged 
to quit France. This knowledge of their circum- 
ſtances drew the compaſſion, as did the acquaintance 
with their perſons, the love of all they converſed 
with. - We at that time paſſed our lives very agreea- 
bly, tho' the moſt agreeableſcene of our pleaſure lay at 


home, where a mutual tenderneſs diffuſed itſelf thro? 


the whole family; my father and mother grew every 
day more endeared to each other, my ſiſter diſ- 
covered qualities which claimed. all the affection I 
could ſhew her, and there was a ſympathy in our 
tempers, as well as an equality in our years, which 
formed the ſtricteſt friendſhip betwixt us. The diſtance 
of that time from the time in which I now write, 
will clear me of vanity, if I venture to ſay, that 
there was ſomething amiable in our manners, which 
was taken notice of by the whole town. I have ſtill 
the image of my dear Julia ſo freſhly engraven on 


that 
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that it would give my hiſtory too much the air of 2 
romance. 
We were educated with the utmoſt care; my fa- 
ther, though he provided the beſt maſters for us, in every 
branch of education, and fent me to the Jeſuits lec- 
tures in the Belles Lettres, took care himſelf to inſpect 
the progreſs I made, and formed both my ſiſter and me, 
by bis own inſtruction, in whatever related to our 
ſentiments, or the moral conduct of our lives. He 
cauſed me to read over ſome of the claſſics; his 
favourite authors were the Satires and Epiſtles of Ho- 
race, and the philoſophical works of Cicero ; he not 
only opened their —— but let me into their ſpi- 
rit, and illuſtrated their difficulties. When I came to 
philoſophy, he taught me the moral part of it, not in 
the dry, tedious, and trifling manner of the ſchools, 
but by laying before me the ſocial duties, with whatever 
tended to mend the heart, and make mankind wiſe 
and happy ; he. proceeded from thoſe principles to 
ſhew the reaſonableneſs and neceſſity of the Chriſtian 
diſpenſation, and its tendency to bring human nature 
nearer to perfection: in order that nothing ſhould 
be wanting to finiſh my education, I went through a 
courſe of mathematics. I had almoſt forgot to men- 
tion that'my ſiſter had orders from my father to be 
preſent at all the leſſons he gave me of philoſophy ; 
this was very agreeable to her, as ſhe was naturally 
defirous of whatever tended to improve her judgment. 
We were now at the age for which my father im- 
patiently waited, that he might put in execution a 
project he had been long a forming. As I remarked 
before, the ideas of his father's anger had made a 
very melancholy impreſſion upon him, which was not 
worn off by the advantageous turn of his affairs; he 
had regularly ſent De Brie every ſix months into 
France, to enquire if the Count was ſtill alive, and by 
theſe means ſtill entertained ſome faint hopes of one 
day regaining his affections: the knowledge he had 
of the Count's inflexible temper deterred him from 


any perſonal application to him, which he had ſeveral 
| times 


Man of Quarimy. 13 
times reſolved on, and as he imagined his two chil- 
dren improved in good qualities in proportion as they 
ad vanced in years, he determined to em ploy us for that 
purpoſe. My fiſter had a oy which attracted the 
admiration of all who ſaw her, and I was pretty tall 
for my years, which were at that time ſeventeen. My fa- 
ther thoughtwe had capacity ſufficientto enter into his 
deſigns, and one day took us apart for that purpoſe. 
He began with telling us the true ſtory of our birth, 
and the real name of our family ; this delivered us 
from a mortal uneaſineſs we had always entertained on 
that account, though the reſpe& we owed toour parents 
prevented our diſcovering it ; he then gave us a de- 
tail of all the circumſtances of his love, his flight, 
and his marriage, and at laſt opened by degrees the 
whole hiſtory you have read above ; and concluded 
all with communicating the deſign he had formed to 
make us inftrumental in a happy reconciliation with 
the Count his father ; hoping we would ſhew no re- 
luctance to a project, on the Ficceſs of which our in- 
tereſt, honour, and duty, were as deeply concerned 
as his own. | 
I anſwered him in the moſt ſubmiſſive terms, that 
we knew ſo well what we owed him as a father, he 
need but command and we would obey ; but that in 
the preſent caſe, our own inclination was a greater 
motive to our obedience, than even his authority : 
Upon my ſiſter's agreeing with me in my anſwer, my 
father embraced us teuderly, and told us he did not 
doubt, but that heaven would crown diſpoſitions ſo 
= virtuous, and a conduct ſo dutiful, with ſuitable ſuc- 
= ceſs. You ſhall go, my dear children, (continues 
the tranſported Marquis) whenever I have acquainted 
pour mother of our deſign, and given the neceſſar 
orders for your journey: he accordingly left us much 
3 overjoyed, and went to inform my mother; but the 
natural tenderneſs of her ſex gave the alarm to her 
fears, which could not be allayed notwithſtanding all 
we could ſay to compoſe her; ſhe wept, ſhe ſighed, 
ſhe trembled, as if ſhe had foreſeen the misfortune that 
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threatened us, nor could be prevailed om to allow us to 

o, till three days after the time we firſt propoſed. 
We were attended by De Brie, who had been my va- 
let for ſeveral years, and another ſervant, and my fiſter 
had a maid who rode in the Berlin with us, the two 
men being on horſeback, 

In five days time we came to a very fine eſtate of 
my grandfather's, upon which he liyed ; my ſiſter and 
I agreed on the manner how we ſhould addreſs him, 
and concluded it was neceſſary we ſhould Know his 
ſentiments of our father's conduct, before we ſhould 
diſcover ourſelves ; we choſe to halt at an inn, fron 
whence I ſent Scoti to know if the Count would admit 9 
a viſit of two young perſons of quality; the anſwer 
was extremely polite and civil, and we went ſtrait to 
the caſtle, where we found the Count waiting for us in 
a low parlour. I was ſtruck with the reſemblance 
betwixt him and my father, and the emotions I fel 
almoſt betrayed me; tho he was then in bis ſeventiet 
year, he enjoyed a freſhneſs and vigour uncommon 
at that age ; after the firſt compliments were over, I 
told him, that our acquaintance with a perſon who 
concerned him yery nearly, had procured us the happi- 
neſs of that interview, and that as we were ſetting out 
to make the tour of France, we were charged by the 
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Marquis de N — (here | named my father.) Ha!. 


cries the Count in an extreme ſurprize, is my ſon 


ſill alive, is it poſſible! and he not to let me know 
ſo for eighteen long years ! unnatural wretch! he has 
juitified all my ſeverity by his ingratitude——but no 
more of ſuch a monſter, abandoned as he is to all the 
ſentiments of duty and nature. However, Monſieur, 
don't think that your acquajntance with him ſhall 
make you the leſs welcome here: No! the pleaſure 
of your company makes amend: for the uneafineſ; 


which the remembrauce of ſo undutiful a wretch has 1 


iven me. 


I affected a great air of aſtoniſhment at this an- f 


* 


bo 
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ſwer, and told him, Sir, I little thought you would q 
have found the commiſſion I was charged with ſo i 
3 diſagreeable; 
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diſagreeable ; but it muſt be equally ſo to me, ſhould 
I return with ſuch an anfwer to the Marquis, to 
whom I know all the pleaſures of life are inſipid, 


4 till he regains your affections, and who languiſhes out 


a wretched being, in wiſhes for your happineſs ; 
meantime, allow me, Sir, to ſay he deſerves another 
fate; the Marquis is poſſeſſed of all the virtues and 


2X qualities that can render a man amiable, and the con- 


nancy with which he has born the ſtorms of fortune, 
proves him to be worthy the honour of being your 
ſon ; as ſuch, Sir, it is impoſſible he can continue 
longer to be unhappy : no, I have already ſeen too 
many good qualities in the Count De — to ſuffer me 
to doubt of his returning the tenderneſs and affection 
of+a ſon who has ſo much merit. Monſieur, replies 
the Count, you are yet young and open. Mankind is 
deep and deceitful, and we too often allow ourſelves 
to be impoſed upon by the tinſel appearances of 
virtue. Ingratitude to a parent, is a vice that can 
ſubfiſt in no breaſt where one ſpark of virtue glows, 
and has not he, whom I once with pleaſure called my 
ſon, been guilty of that to me, by leaving me over- 


whelmed with the moſt ſenſible grief at his departure, 


which has encreaſed ever fince by his obſtinate filence? 

I was overjoyed to find the Count's reſentment turn 
upon this point, and imagined, that when once he was 
convinced of the Marquis's reſpect for his perſon, it 
would be no difficult matter to procure faggiveneſs for 
the fault he judged him guilty of: I was not ſo young, 
but I knew that whenever any paſſion begins to vary 
in its object, it is a ſure proof that that paſſion may 
be eafily vanquiſhed. I his was the Count's caſe, his 
reſentment which at firſt proceeded from the Marquis's 
marriage and flight, was now changed into a charge 
of diſreſpe for his perſon ; this I thought would 4 
no hard matter to get over. I began with drawing as 
lively a picture as I could of the melancholy fituation 
of the Marquis, ever fince he had fallen under his dif- | 
pleaſure ; his uneaſineſs, his anguiſh, the alteration 
it had made on his temper, his manners, and bent, 
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which was daily impaired by his tormenting reflections; 
I told him he was ſo far from being wanting in his 
duty, that he had regularly every fix months ſent a 
ſervant into France, to enquire privately about his 
father, and that this could be done from no other 
motives, but what were dictated by filial affection; 
and that even after he underſtood he was diſinherit- 
ed, it made no other impreſſion on him, than grief 
to reflect that his father thought he deſerved to be fo 
treated : that this could proceed from no mercenary 
views, becauſe fortune had put him above the fears 
of miſery from her: that his grief had communi- 
cated itſelf to his whole family, and had equally 
affected his wife and children. Here the old man 
interrupted me: Ha! cries he, Has may ſon chil- 
dren ?. Yes, fir, ſays I, falling with my ſiſter on our 
knees, you ſee them at your feet, with all the weight 
of a father's affliction added to their own, and implo- 
ring your pardon both for their father and your ſon ; my 
ſiſter ſpoke nothing but by her tears, which were 
more moving than the moſt artful eloquence, and 
touched me ſo much, that I could not prevent my be- 
ing affected in the ſame manner. In ſhort, the ten- 
derneſs of this ſhort ſcene is beyond the power of 


words to deſcribe; we roſe, and threw ourſelves. 


about our grandfather's neck, who ſeemed deprived of 
motion by the tumult of paſſion which wrought 
within him! At laſt, recovering from his aſtoniſh- 
ment, and tenderly embracing us. Ah! my dear chil- 
dren, (he cries) I have till this happy momemt been 
inſenfible of the force of nature, how dear you are to 
me, witneſs thoſe tears } here he ſhed a torrent of 
tears, in which we joined him : But hold ! my joy is 
ſo exceſſive, I can ſcarce ſupport it; he then took each 
of our hands, which he tenderly held betwixt his 
own, and made us fit by him to give him an. account 
of whatever related to our father fince the fatal ſepara- 
tion; I begged of my fiſter, who had not yet ſpoke, 
to perform this part, which ſhe did with a wonderful 
grace and ſpirit, We were then introduced to the 

Count's 
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Count's lady, who ſeemed to be a woman that under- 
ſtood the world very well; ſhe was mighty civil; 


| but I eaſily ſaw her careſſes proceeded rather from a 


complaiſance for my grandfather, than any real af- 
fection for us; ſhe brought her two ſons to us, they 
ſeemed to have had a good education, eſpecially the 


| youngeſt, who was mighty agreeable for his years, 


which did not exceed eleven or twelve, and who, at 
that age, conceived fuch a ſympathy for me, that it 
gave riſe to a friendſhip which was of very great ad- 
vantage to me in the remaining part of my life. 
Mean time, not only the Count's family, but all 
the neighbourhood ſeemed to ſhare in the happy turn 
of our affairs, the night was ſpent in all the demon- 
ſtrations of joy which are uſual on ſuch occafions, 
and were at laſt communicated to the Chevalier, to 
whom we deſigned to have paid a vilt next day; but 
we had ſcarce fat down to ſupper, when we were ſur- 
prized to hear he was coming up ftairs. The interview 
we had with him was (if poſſible) more moving than 
even that which we had with the Count, we ſupped all 
together, and the two old men, who never took their 


eyes from Julia and me, gave us no reſpite in informing 


them of whatever related to my father or his family ; 
we gave them all the ſatisfaction we could, accompa- 
nied with ſuch marks of tenderneſs and refpeQ, that 
they appeared charmed with our behaviour. ' 

It was late beſore we parted, and it may be eaſily 
ſuppoſed that I was but little inclined to ſleep, my 
brain was fo buſy in reflecting on the happy event 
of our journey; however I fell aſleep, being a little 


WT fatigued with my journey: but, g-od heavens, into 
What a condition did I find myſelt ? I thought I was 
ſurrounded by a crowd of phantoms, and that the 
ground on which I trod was covered with rotten dead 
bodies of men and women. My eyes were enter- 


tained. with nothing but frightful objects, and my ears 
with nothing but the moſt diſmal yells. I imagined 
that I entered into a foreſt which appeared all of a ſud- 
den, where my feet were rooted iuto the ground; my 


cloaths 
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cloaths turned into the bark of a tree, my arms 
into the branches, and my body into the trunk. The 
imagination of my being inanimate prevented for 
ſome time the. painful. ſenſations the other objects 
gave me, but in a little time I thought they returned 


with more terrors than ever, and that one came to. 


cut down my branches, which he did, notwithſtanding 
all my entreaties to the contrary z in the midſt of my 
diſtreſs I imagined I ſaw my ſiſter all in tears, run- 
ning to my aſſiſtance; but that upon her en 
the ſpectres which till then had haunted me, left me 
to ſurround and ſeize her; the effort I made to reſcue 
her was ſo violent, that I actually toſſed myſelf out of 
the bed upon the floor, the force of the fall awak- 
ened me, and I was agreeably ſurpriſed to find my 
adventure was all a dream : Scoti who lay in the 
cloſet adjoining to my room, upon hearing the noiſe 
I made when I fell, ruſhed in, and was frightged to 
ſee me on the ground bathed in ſweat, and with all 
the marks of the moſt violent agitation, I ordered him 
to make a fire, and having put on m e 
ſtept into my ſiſter's chamber; 1 found her waking; 
ſhe aſked, what made me riſe ſo early, and if I was 
well? I told her part of what had happened, and how 
glad I was to ſee her ſafe after what I had ſuffered in 
my ſleep on her account; ſhe aſſured me that ſhe had 
reſted very well, and laughed at my groundleſs appre- 
henfions. I began even to be aſhamed of them my- 
ſelf, and bore all her raillery till we parted, It was 
ſtill pretty early, but I would not go again to bed; I 
ſat down and wrote a full account of our journey, 
and the happy event which had attended it, to my 
father, begging at the ſame time he weuld loſe no 
time in coming to the Count, who was in the utmoſt 
impatience to ſec him; I referred the reſt of the par- 
ticulars to La Brie's information, whom I immediately 
ſent off poſt with my letter. | 
I went ftrait into the Count's chamber, where I 
found the Chevalier. The firſt was ſeized with a vio- 
Jent pain in his fide, which had tormented him all 
; night, 
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night, and notwithſtanding that he cauſed himſelf to 
be blooded, and uſed all proper precautions, he fevered 
about noon; the diſtemper was ſo gentle for three days, 
that we were not much alarmed-; but after that, it en- 
creaſed to ſuch a degree, that we eaſily perceived he 
had but a ſhort time to live. The Count was amongſt 
the firſt who was ſenſible of this, and having formally 
revoked all the deeds he had made in pre; 5 of my 
father, he very compoſedly went thro? the ſacraments, 
and ſhewed no regret for — the world, any far- 
ther than as it deprived him of the pleaſure he had 
XZ propoſed to himſelf in the company of his ſon and 
grand-children ; when his ſtrength permitted him he 
ſpoke to me with the utmoſt tenderneſs, and abſo- 
lutely forbid that the Marquis ſhould be ſent for, ſay- 
ing, it was fooliſh to give him the trouble. of a need- 
lei journey, and cruel, to increaſe his grief by — 
the object of it before his eyes; at laſt the fever roſe 
to ſuch a pitch, that he died about midnight, having 
1 — my ſiſter and me his bleſſing very affectio- 
gnately. 
Our grief for this ſudden loſs was D by 
that which we knew it would give my father; but as 
if fortune had a mind to diſcharge all her ſtorms on 
us at once, I received a letter that ſame day from 
him, informing me that the only reaſon which pre- 
vented his waiting on the Count, his father, was a 
dangerous illneſs my mother was ſeized with, and 
from which ſhe was yet far from being free. I was 
diſtracted upon this news how to behave; to leave my 
grandfather's corps unburied, would ſeem Endecent, 
and not to ſee my mother in ſuch a condition, was 
RE unnatural. I underſtood that the Marquis had ſent 
him two letters along with that to me, the one for 
the Count, the other for the Chevalier; I went im- 
W& mediately to conſult this laſt, who had likewiſe re- 
ceived the accounts of his daughter's illneſs ; he told 
me he was preparing to go poſt to ſee her, and that 
it would be proper I ſhould ſtay and take care of the 
Count's funeral; I agreed willingly te this propo- 
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ſal, and as ſoon as the ceremonies were over, my ſiſ- 
ter and 1 ſet out in our Berlin with the utmoſt impa- 
tience, once more to be with the perſons in the world 
we held moſt dear; but how different were our diſ- 
poſitions in our return from thoſe we had brought with 
us; there was nothing of that livelineſs of converſa- 
tion, and gaity of humour, our refledions were all 
turned upon our loſs, and the fears of a yet greater 
one; theſe melancholy ideas ſtill recurred, notwith- 
ſtanding all we could do to divert them ; our diſcourſe 
always inſenſibly fell on diſmal ſubjects, and I ſhall 
never forget the manner in which my dear Julia rea- 
ſoned: Why, (fail ſhe) ſhould we look upon death 
as ſo terrible an evil, and why ſhould we be more af- 
flicted at the neceſſity of dying, than a thouſand other 
neceſſities to which humanity is ſubject? for my 
; ſhare, I have always conſidered it as a debt to na- 
ture, and that it were as unjuſt as weak, ſhould we 
grudge to reſign it when called upon by the being 
who has a right to demand it. I have no reaſon 
(continued ſhe) to be weary of life, yet I ſhould find a 
greater difficulty to part with you my dear brother, 
than with it. Upon ſaying this, ſhe gave me a moſt 
: tender look, and I, willing to divert the ſubject, told 
her that theſe ſuppoſitions could at preſentonly ſerve to 
keep us uneaſy, and that it would be proper to change 
the converſation. She agreed to this, bur ſtill ſome 
melancholy preſage ſprung in my breaſt, which might 
have put me on my guard, had it not been decreed 
I ſhould be the moſt wretched of mankind, and 
that the hour was at hand in which my misfortunes 
were to commence. | 
Vil We were now near our journey's end, when the 
. third day about noon, our coach was ſtopped by ſix 
4x men on horſeback in maſks, one of whom preſented 
„ a piſtol to Scoti's breaſt, as he called out to me, who 
1 had not yet perceived them; other two ſtopped the 
WY eoachman, and three more came up to the coach, or- 
1 dering us to come out of it: I deſired my ſiſter not 
Bl to ſtir. and ſtepped out with my ſword drawn, which 
146 | was 
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was the only arms I had about me. If you want our 
money, gentlemen, (ſaid I) you ſhall have it without 
any difficulty, No, (anſwers one who ſeemed to be 
maſter of the reſt) ſo far from that, we are ready to 
ſerve you in that reſpe& if you want it; but where 


3 is the lady? In ſaying this, he alighted and came up 


towards the coach door; I aſked him, taking hold 
of his arm and ſtopping him, what he meant, I told 
him if he advanced a ſtep farther, it muſt be through 
my body: at the ſame time I directed my ſword to 
his breaſt. But the villain coldly anſwered me, I 
ought to conſider better, and reflect that the match 
was very unequal; upon this he went to take hold of my 
ſiſter, who puſhed him back with a great cry. I 
then loſt all patience, and directed a thruſt at him, 
which he endeavoured to avoid, but received it in his 
arm; one of his ruffians ſeeing his maſter wounded, 
diſcharged his piſtol at my — and by the moſt fa- 
tal of all misfortunes, ſhot my dear Julia about three 
inches below the breaſt ; ſhe cried ſhe was wounded, 
and fell into the arms of her waiting maid, At this 
ſight I abandoned all concern for myſelf, and run to 
ſearch for her wound; the villains too offered their aſ- 
ſiſtance, which ſhe refuſed with the utmoſt marks of 
horror; and fixing her eyes on mine, ſhe told me, in 
a tone, which ſhewed her death to te very near, that 
ſhe was mortally wounded ; but that ſhe had reaſon 
to thank God, ſhe went out of the world without 
having her honour violated, and conjured me, fince 
the time ſhe had to prepare herſelf was ſo ſhort, that I 
would take care to have a ſervice performed for her 
ſoul, and hoped I would never forget I had once a 
ſiſter to whom I was ſo dear, that ſhe valued me more 
than her own life ; ſhe had ſcarce finiſhed theſe words 
when ſhe expired. The villains finding ſhe was dt ad, 
put ſpurs to their horſes and rode off; but Scoti heard 
one of them cry out, What an unhappy wretch 
am I!” As for my own part, I had fallen upon my 
ſiſter's dead body, where I continued for ſome time 
without motion or ſenſe, I recovered, but it was to a 
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Rate of ſuch deſpair and agony, when I perceived the 
breathleſs body, that I have neither words to de- 
ſcribe it, nor can I conceive how I ſuryived that fatal 
moment. I threw my eyes to heaven, and begged it 
to revenge ſo barbarous a murder. I embraced all 
that remained of my dear Julia, and ſuch was my 
frenzy, that I could ſcarce believe but ſhe was ſtill 
alive: meantime, the faithful Scoti begged me with 
tears to go into the coach, that we might reach a 
large village' which was but a few _— off: I ſuf- 
fered myſelf to be perſuaded, but always held the 
body in my arms, and when we arrived at the vil- 
lage, I ordered it to be put into a bed in the inn, at 
which we all alighted, fill flattering myſelf that ! 


felt ſome remains of heat about it. I then ſent for 


the curate of the pariſh, and a ſurgeon, who came; 
but all which the latter could do, was to encreaſe my 
deſpair, by informing me I had nothing to hope: 
the curate, who was a man both of ſenſe and piety. 
was ſurprized, and even terrified at the deſpair into 
which he ſaw me plunged. After he found me deaf to | 
whatever could ſerve to give me any conſolation, he 
very wiſely proceeded upon other topics : I own, Sir, 
(ſays the good man) the cauſe of your affliddion is 
but too juſt ; I am ſo far from diſſuading you, that I | 
even join you in it; but as ſhe was ſo dear to you in 
life, why ſhould you abandon her in death, when ſhe | 
has the moſt occaſion for your aſſiſtance; ſhe is now 8 
before an impartial judge, with whom all theſe emo- i 
tions of grief are but accounted as ſo many weak- i 


neſſes. It will not be your paſſion, but your piety ; | 
not the fits of deſpair, but a courſe of prayers and 

devotion, that can procure her mercy from that awful 
tribunal ; theſe are the exerciſes you ought to be 
employed in, if you have the tenderneſs and love 
you profeſs for the perſon you bewail. I am here 


ready to aſſiſt you, and think it is the trueſt mark 1 
can give of the concern I am under for your loſs. . 

His words touched me, and revived in me all the 
ſentiments of piety I had received from my — | 
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I remembered the laſt requeſt of my dear Julia, and 


begged the curate to ſend for another clergyman'to 
aſſiſt us, he told me we might have his vicar, and if I 
had a mind he would get one out of a convent of 
Recollets which was hard by. I willingly conſented ; 
and beſides the 'vicar, there came the Pere Gardien, 
Father Guardian of the convents, with another prieſt, 
and we ſpent the night in prayers for the ſoul of my 
dear Julia. 

Next day I ſent for a phyſician and two apotheca- 
ries, who brought along with them perfumes, and 
every thing that was proper for embalming the body, 
which I cauſed to be put into a coffin of white iron, 
(there being no lead one to be got in that place) 
which was encloſed in another ſlight one of wood, co- 
vered with black velvet. Before all this could be 
done, I was obliged to paſs that day and the follow- 
ing night in the _ : I continued all that time 

ing, or ſleeping, which made 
ſuch an alteration in me, that I did not look to be 
the ſame perſon. I made ready for my departiire on 
the third morning, but was in the utmoſt confuſion 
when I reflected in what manner I ſhould addreſs my 
father and mother: I had but a ſhort time to conſider, 
for I had wrote from'my grandfather's houſe, the 
night before we ſet out, that we were to proceed on 
our journey next day, and it was to be ſuppoſed by this 
time they were very much alarmed about us, which 
would be ſtill more ſo by a longer abſcence, and how 
can they bear the fight of a breathleſs body of a darl- 
ing daughter? — This reflection had ſuch an impreſ- 
ſion upon my ſpirits, that it threw me into a violent 
fever; but my concern for myſelf was but flight in 


3 = compariſon of that for my parents. I begged the Fa- 


ther Guardian to go before, and diſpoſe them to re- 


ceive the fatal accounts, and had him mounted upon 


a good horſe, that he might make the greater diſ- 
patch ; as for me, I threw myſelf into the coach with 
the remains of my dear Julia, As ſoon as I came 
near N—, I ſtopped at a village, where I 2 
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the Father Guardian to meet me. I was not long bes 
fore I ſaw him appear with my father in his com- 
pany : I advanced a few ſteps to meet them, and threw 
myſelf at my father's feet, who raiſed me up, pour- 
ing forth a torrent of tears, and embracing me ten- 
derly, without being able to ſpeak one word : but he 
was ſurprized when he endeavoured to raiſe me up, 
that 1 was motionleſs, having fallenintoa ſwoon. They 
had ſome difficulty to recover me, and we went alto- 
gether into the inn where I had ſtopped. My father's 
grief, upon ſeeing his daughter's coffin, was ſuch as 
might have melted the moſt obdurate : but it was not 
ſuch as diverted his cares from the ſurviving: he told 
me, he was diſpleaſed to underſtand from the Father- 
Guardian, that I hadtaken no ſuſtenance for three days, 
and at the ſame time ordered me to eat ſomewhat ; I 
obeyed without the leaſt reply, We then depoſited 
the coffin in a convent, till we ſhould get things in 
readineſs tocarry it to France, where it might be laid 
in the burying-place of the family. Heavens ! what 
pangs did I not feel when parting from the body of a 
ſiſter more dear to me than my own life! 

In the mean time, as my mother was in a very dange- 
rous condition, they took care ſhe ſhould be kept 
| Ignorant of the death of her daughter, and of the 
fever which had never yet quitted me, or even that I 


was arrived. Every one who has any experience of 


the affections of a parent, will eafily know it was 
impoſſible to keep her longer in ignorance, eſpecially 
as ſhe had expected us for ſome days from my letter: 
In vain did my father invent the moſt plauſible pre- 
texts for our delay, in vain he told her I had fallen 
111 on the road, and even counterfeited my ſiſter's 
hand, to aſſure her that it was but a ſlight indiſpoſi- 
tion : theſe pretences ſerved for a few days, but after 
that, her anxiety redoubled, with her indiſpoſition. 
She begged to be put into a coach, and conveyed 
where ſhe might ſee her children. She was ſo poſi- 
tive in this reſolution, that there was no other way 
left but to diſcover the whole melancholy truth. My 
father 


r r 


00 WY WD m WW Fr 7 


— 1 


Wo 


TT 


Hh ns eG 


Man of QUuAL II v. 25 


Father took this mournful office upon himſelf. He 
at firſt hinted it darkly and at a diſtance ; but it's hard 
to impoſe upon a mother, jealous of whatever concerns 
the welfare of her children. The reader will par- 
don me if I draw a veil over the diſmal ſcene that 
followed, My grief will ſcarce allow me to tell, that 
the poor Marchioneſs relapſed to ſuch a degree, that 
ſhe died the tenth day after, with the name of her 
dear Julia in her mouth, 
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ief for the dead was now changed into a 
| filial regard for the living ; the loſs the Mar- 

uis ſuſtained in the death of a father, a wife, and a 
Ss, almoſt all at the ſame time, rendered him 
inconſolable: He retired to the Oratory, with a 
reſolution to leave the world, which was ſo fixed, 
that he was deaf to all my tears and prayers to the 
contrary. All 1 could gain upon him was to re- 
turn to France, and paſs ſome time at the eſtate 
which devolved upon him by the death of the 
Count his father. I thought this might prove 
ſome diverſion to his melancholy which every day 
augmented, eſpecially during the time of our journey, 


when the dead bodies, which we tranſported along 


with us, were always in our eyes : When we arrived 
on the eſtate, every object, and every tender ſcene of 
his former paſſion, revived all the ideas of his love, 
and increaſed all the pangs of his grief : He ſhut 
himſelf up, and refuſed to ſee any company for fix 
weeks. During that time he was employed in the 
offices of religion, and when it was expired, in put- 
ting the affairs, which related to his ſucceſſion to the 
eſtate, in order. At laſt, one day he called me into his 
chamber, where he made this ſpeech, which had too 
great an impreſſion upon me ever to be worn out of my 
memory. ** I know (ſays he) my dear Son, your af- 
* fection for me as a parent, and to prevent any fa- 
«« tal effects that may follow from it, upon the unal- 
e terable reſolution J have taken, I have ſent ſor you 
*© taput you on your guard: When you ſaw your _— 
% ther 
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ther and Siſter buried, you ſaw all that could make. 
your Father in love with life, except yourſelf, 
laid in the ſame grave with them. Life is now but 
* a burthen; which would be inſupportable, were it 
c not that religion fordids me to end it, informs me 
that the moſt proper way to paſs what yet remains of 
it, is in a retirement, where every object which 
may awaken my love for a world 1 deteſt, may be 
removed. Adieu, my dear Son, dear to me, not- 
withſtanding my ſevere reſolution, which I abſo- 
lately forbid you to oppoſe, leſt my tenderneſs as 
a father makes me diſcover a weakneſs for which 
X < Ioughtto bluſhasa man.” All theanſwer I made, 
was to threw myſelf at his feet, in which poſture he. 
embraced me in the moſt moving manner, and then left 
me, without allowing me time to diſcharge myſelf of 
any part of that load of grief which ſwelled my 
heart, and burthened my ſoul. Tho' I made no doubt 
of the firmneſs of his reſolution, yet I did not ima- 
gine he would put it ſo ſoon in prad ice; for I was 
ſurprized to the laſt degree, to underſtand next morn- 
ing, that he had ſet out by three o'clock for a religi- 
aous houſe of the order of the Chartreuſe, about three 
leagues and a half diſtant. I was aſleep when De Brie 
frame into my chamber, and told me with. tears, that 
e was juft returned from conveying my father to the 
ZFC onvent, where he had ſhut himſelf up, after having 
rdered him to give me the key of his cabinet. 
1 ftarted up in the wildeſt conftervation at this 
pes. I hurried on my Cloaths, and drove to the Con- 
ent in the ſame Chaiſe which had conveyed my Fa- 
er thither ; I defired the Porter to let him know I 
Panted to ſee him, and waited a full quarter of an hour 
Pithout receiving any anſwer; my impatience was 
ach, that I would have broke down the door, could 
ny ſtrength have ſerved me; at laſt the Prior ap- 
* deared 3 Father, cried I, muſt a man of my quality 
Pait ſo long at your gate? I he Prior excuſed him- 
elf, and told me that the Porter, ſtartled at the im- 
etuous air with which I ſpoke, was for ſometime in 
1 C 2 doubt 
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doubt how to behave. However, I ſtill continued with 
ſome heat to demand a ſight of my father: I am ſor- 
ry, anſwered the Prior, chat is the only my in which 
I-cannot oblige you. The Marquis, your fathergre- 
quires as a mark of your love and duty, that you will 
orbear interrupting his devotions by any viſit, du- 
ring the time of his novitiate, which will be for twelve 
months. Upon hearing this, I loſt all the reſpe& I 
owed to the place I was in, and to the Prior's charac- 
ter. What! (cried I) will you refuſe me the poor 
ſatisfaction of ſceing my father ? is this the effect of 
the mean arts you have practiſed to perſuade him to 
this curſed retirement ? but nothing ſhall deprive me 
of that pleaſure. I poured forth a torrent of ill lan- 
guage along with theſe expreſſions, to which the Prior 
oppoſed nothing, except a modeſt behaviour, and a 
reſpectful filence, which gained upon me to ſuch a 
degree, that I was aſhamed I had treated a man of ſo 
much merit in that manner: So, altering my tone, 
J told him gently, that I wanted, if poſſible, to ſee 
my father, and begged he would be ſo good as to 
let him underſtand 1 was there, and in the utmoſt 
Impatience to know if he thought I had done any 
thing that deſerved his hatred or contempt, I will 
willingly go-(replies the good man) but 1 can afſure 
you before-hand, his not ſeeing you proceeds from 
neither of theſe cauſes. I waited in the moſt violent 
agitations till the Prior came back, which he did in 
half an hour, with a letter from my father, which I 
can eaſily give the reader from the original, which I 
ſtill preſerve. 
* If the defign of your coming to this place is to 
« endeavour to divert me from the reſolution I have 
e taken, to make a ſacrifice of my life to heaven, 
«© you will be diſappointed in your aim; if it is to 
give a proof of your affection, I am already ſenſi- 
ble of that; but you cannot do it in a more effec- 
tual manner, than by ſubmitting to the command 
which the reverend Prior will deliver to you from 
me. I defire you would paſs ſome time at an aca- 
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« demy in Paris: I do not forbid you to think of me, 
but to do it without an unreaſonable affliction on 
your part. The time of my novitiate 1s but a 
„Hear: in the mean time ſuffer me to take heaven 
W << for my portion, ſince we ought to have fo little de- 
WT pendance wpon what we enjoy upon earth. Adieu.“ 
knew my father too well to attempt to divert him 
from his reſolution after ſuch a letter; I return'd im- 
mediately home, with very melancholy impreſſions 
upon my ſpirit, where I prevailed with myſelf to ſtay 
for ſome weeks without viſiting the convent. Ihe 
ſolemn air which that venerable building diffuſed, the 
unaffected ſanctity of the Prior, joined with my fa- 
ther's example, and aided by the ſituation in which 
l found my own heart, made me entertain ſome 
thoughts of following my father into his folitude, 
Il communicated. them to the Prior, who was a man 
of good ſenſe, and great integrity: He told me that 
l ought not to take a heated fancy, and a diſcon ented 
mind for the diſpoſitions that qualify a man to retreat 
from the world ; and that, it I would do a thing 
agreeable to heaven, I ought to obey my Fathers s 
orders, which were to go 2 ſome time to Paris. I 
ſuffered myſelf to be perſuaded by the good man, and 
ſet out in a few days for Paris, attended only by l a 
Brie and Scoti, who equally gave me daily proofs of 
their fidelity, To 
I arrived at Paris in the beginning of the year 1680, 
at which time Louis. XIVth acquired the title of 
Grand, which he deſerved not only by an uninter- 
W rupted courſe of ſucceſs, but as he ſhewed himſelf 
XX the patron of arts, and the reſtorer of learning. No 
day paſt, but gave ſome new demonſtration of his 
ſubjects loyalty, all Paris was full of entertainments 
of one kind or other, and the French thought no 
honours too extravagant for a prince who had raiſed 
their grandeur to ſuch a pitch; but all theſe 
ſhews were inſipid to one whoſe mind was ſo full of 
melancholy ideas as mine. I took up my lodgings 
at a retired place in the F 3 de St. Germain, and 
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never ſtirred abroad but to attend my exerciſes at 


the academy. I thought I had learned to ride, to 


dance, and to fence tolerably well at N——, but ſoon 
Found that the genteel air, and fine addreſs, were on- 


ly to be gained at Paris. My muſick-maſters attend- 
ed me at my own lodgings, and the reſt of my time 


was employed in other ſtudies, eſpecially that of hif- 
93 this manner I lived for four months, with- 
out contracting any, either general, or particular ac- 
quaintances, which made me be looked upon by moſt 
people as a perſon of gloomy diſpoſitions, and little 
fitted for ſociety. | 

One day, while I was at the academy, I obſerved 
a gentleman, who had ſomething in his air and dreſs 
which beſpoke him to be above even the yulgargreat, 
that looked very attentively upon me, as if ſome- 
thing in my features had ſtruck him. I ſaw him after- 
wards lip aſide, and whiſper one of the maſters of 
the academy, his eyes being ſtill fixed on me: I 
obſerved all this, but was at very little pains to make 
any reflections on that head, till Scoti one day told 
me, that the ſame gentleman kad accoſted him very 
civilly, and after having informed himſelf of wy 
name, proceeded to enquire more particularly about 
me, and aſked if my reſerved behaviour was the effect 


of any misfortunes I had met with in life, which had 


given me a diſtaſte of mankind, or if my natural in- 
olinations were averſe from ſociety: Scotitold-me, that 


having let him know as far as he thought proper, he 


next enquired where I lived, which he likewiſe told 
him: 1 imagined all this proceeded from mere curio- 


Aity, but was ſurprized next day, when Scatitold me, 


before I got out of bed, that the ſame gentleman was 
at the ftreet-door in a coach, afkcing to ſce me; 1 
ordered Scoti to make an apology for me, and deſire 
him to walk in ; he entered the room immediately, 
and putting on a moſt _—_— air, he faid he was. 
come to aſk my friendſhip, and to offer me his. 1 
am certain, Sir, continues the ſtranger, it will be no. 
hard matter for us to contract » 


Man of QuaL1iTY. 1 
be of uſe to us the remaining part of our lives; your 
air, your face, your manner, have engaged me to 
make this advance, 'If mine have not the ſame ad- 
vantages, I hope in a ſhort time to make up, by my 
zeal and aſſiduity, any defect I may otherwiſe labour 
under. 

So obliging an addreſs claimed the utmoſt civility 
T could ſhew ;- I roſe, and having put on my night- 
gown, ordered chocolate, and after a- quarter of an 
hour's converſation upon different ſubjects, he told me 
there was ſomething in my behaviour which had pre- 
poſſeſſed him ſo much in my favour, that he could 
not but think there was a fimilarity in our cir 
eumſtances, as he was perhaps ſtill of a more ſolitary 
diſpoſition than myſelf ; that all this had engaged 
him to think, that a communication of our mutual 
misfortunes, would at leaſt bring ſome abatement to- 
our afflictions; that it was in misfortunes where the 
friend was deepeſt felt, for that the full tide of proſ- 
perity was apt to ſwell the heart with qualities incom-- 
pres with the more diſintereſted virtues of friend-- 

ip. At laſt he told me he was nephew to Car- 
dinal Janſon, and that having fought a duel, where 
he 'killed his man, he had lived for a long time 
in banifhment,. and perſecuted by fortune, all the in- 
tereſt of his uncle not being ſukicient to procure his 
pardon. The natural affection (continues he) which- 
one bears to his native country, has prompted me to 
return to Erance, under the name of the Marquis de 
Roſambert, where my life is continually in danger, 
tho that gives me but little pain, when compared with 
ſome other private cauſes which give me reaſon to 
hate it, He then promiſed to give me an account of 
his adventures, whenever our friendſhip had im- 
proved into a familiarity ſufficient to make ſuch a 
recital agreeable, | 

There was ſomething ſo noble, and ſo touching in 
the addreſs of the Marquis deRoſambert, that I could: 
not refuſe him the moſt ſincere marks of my friend- 
ip. From that hour we became inſeparable; we 


C 4, were- 
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were united in our intereſts, our diverſions, and in- 
clinations ; the ſame objects gave us pain or plea- 
ſure ; the ſame books afforded us amuſement and in- 
ſtruction, and there was a reſemblance in our charac- 
ters and humours, which naturally tended to improve 
this harmony, How often did we bleſs the happy 
moment that brought us together! We ſpent our 
time in a mutual ſatis faction, and never parted, but 
* impatiently longed to renew our meeting: Our 
diſcourſes were ever turning upon ſome point of hiſ- 
tory, religion, or morality, on all which heads the 
Marquis expreſſed himſelf with a great deal of caſe 
and ſolidity: Such were the employments which at 
once diverted our melancholy, and improved our 
judgments :; We paid no viſits, except to ſome ſoli- 
tary retirement, or noted library. We generally 
went to St. Victoire on the days when the library 
was Open, and the Librarian ſeeing us frequently 
there, at laſt took ſo much notice of us, that he treat- 
ed us as perſons of learning, and even allowed us to 
borrow what books we had a mind to read at home. 
Oue day, as we were walking and reflecting on the 
pleaſures of ſolitude, I put 'the Marquis in mind of 
his promiſe, to give me an account of his adven- 
tures ; he complied readily with my requeſt, and did 
it in the following words, which made too deep an 
impreſſion on me ever to be forgot. 


T'HE 


HI S T 


OF THE 


Marquis DeRoSAMBERT. 


SHALL not repeat what I told you before a- 

bout my birth and education, in which there 
was nothing remarkable. he grandeur of our 
family was almoſt entirely owing to the diſtinction 
and merit of my uncle. As I was the eldeſt fon, the 
views he had for the further advancement of his fa- 
mily were all centered in me; which probably would 
have anſwered his expectations, had not my ill ſtars 
gained the aſcendant, and blaſted all his endea - 


vours. 
The Marquis de Forbin, my Father, who was 


0e 
vernor of the Antibes, where he generally lived, Ent 


me over to Paris in the year 1673, to enter into the 
Life-Guards Muſqueteers, I was then but eighteen, 
an age when the paſſions have the moſt abiolute com- 
mand of our reaſon, and are apt to hurry us to the 
moſt inexcuſable exceſſes, It was in this ſituation 
that I may ſay I ſerved an apprenticeſhip to extrava- 
gance, *till I met with the following adventure, which 
had well nigh coſt me my life. T'wo of the Life- 
guardmen, who concealed fouls capable of the fouleſt 
treachery, under a fine addreſs and noble appear- 
ances, took all opportunities to gain my friendſhip; 
they looked upon me as a raw young fellow, who 
was very proper to ſerve their ends, and to be made 
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a bubble of; my vanity would not ſuffer me to find 
this out, till after we had been acquainted for three 
or four days ; they invited me to dine at one Fracin's,. 
who they told me was a famous vintner in the Faux- 
bourg St. Honore. I went along with them, and we 
were indeed elegantly regaled. After dinner, one of 
my companions walked once or twice about the room, 
and opening the window, as if by chance, ſays to his- 
Friend, © Ha! I fee Cheſnay paſſing this way, what 
« would you think to call him up? With all my 
4c heart, anſwers the other; but is he alone? There 
„ 1s nobody with him, replies the firſt, except two 
« gentlemen; who are his friends; but, as he is an 


- © agreeable fellow, let us call him.” Le Cheſnay 


did not want two invitations to come up ſtairs, with 
his two friends; we all ſat down together, and called 
for the other bottle. A quarter of an hour after, ſays - 
one of thoſe who had' come along with me, Hang 
drinking! Can't wecontrive to ſpend our time to bet- 
ter purpoſe ; Come, will you give me my revenge of 
the four games at Piquet you gained of me laſt night? 
The other e and to cards they went: We 
diverted ourſelves for ſome time with looking on: 
At laſt, Le Cheſnay, weary of being a bare 3 
play a game at Quadrille; I was not againſt it, and 
we play'd for fix-pence a fiſh, I was againer in the 
firſt and ſeconc games, and then we doubled the 
Kakes ; I fill continued to gain. At laſt my two 
I ife-Guardmen pretended to remember an appoint- 
ment, and left us, promiſing they would return with- * 
in half an hour; we kept on playing, and 1 ftill 
gained, 'till Le Cheſnay, who ſeemed to be out of 
humour with his bad luck, propoſed to change the 
game, and fall to Lan-ſquennet; as I was the win- 
ner, I could not refuſe, and in leſs than an hour, 
loſt not only all I had gained, but twenty piſtoles of 
my own money, which was very near all 1 had about 
me: A certain ſneer 1 obſerved go round them, made 
me firſt ſuſpect I had fallen into the hands of ſharpers ; 


how- 


. 
f 
Þ 
> 
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however, I diſſembled my uneaſineſs, and ſeeing no 


appearance of my two-companions returning, 1 took 


my leave, and went down ſtairs: Fracin who had 
ſeen me pals through the court, met me at the ftreet- 


door, and put a paper in my hand. Upon my aſk- 
ing what it was, he told me it was the bill of enter- 


tainment, for myſelf and my two friends, who were- 


gone. I told him I had nothing to do with their 


reckoning, and they would come back to clear it 
themſelves, and aſked if they had not told him ſo: 


Juſt the contrary, Tays Fracin, they told me you was 


to be ſo good as to Pay all: 1 then eafily found how- 


Thad been bubbled. I immediately pulled out m 
watch, which was worth about twelve guineas, an 
giving it to Fracin, told him I — 

to-morrow and relieve it by paying the bill: I then 
flung out of the houſe in the utmoſt fury, and what 


added to it, was, that 1 heard Le Cheſnay and his 


companions in a loud fit of laughter at me from the 
window: I went ſtraight withgut taking any notice 
of this inſult, to the ſtreet where I knew my two 
friends lodged, but after a fruitleſs ſearch miſſed 


them both; this heightned my vexation, and I re- 
ſolved to ſeek them all over Paris: At laft I ſpied 
them as it were going to the play-houſe : As ſoon as 
they ſaw me, they made up to me, and began to ex- 


cuſe their rudeneſs in lcaving me, with ſuch triffin 
etences, that I was more incenſed than before; 
told them, they were miſtaken. in imagining that T 
would tamely allow myſelf to be impoſed upon, and 
that I required inſtant ſatisfaction from them both, 
one after another: After looking upon one another 
for ſome time, they ſaid they were going to the 
play; and had no thoughts of fighting at that 
time, but that if I would go along with them they 
would pay the money had expended upon their ac- 
counts: I was no longer maſter of my paſſion: Vil- 
lains, cried I, your cowardice is equal to your 
treachery ; but I ſhall find a time to do myſelf juſ- 
tice ; Upon this I left them, and went to my _— 
| | er, 
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ber, where I endeavoured to get ſome repoſe, being 
pretty much fatigued : I had not flept an hour, 

when my Valet brought me a letter, which, he ſaid, 


he was charged to give me without loſs of time, and 
it contained theſe words: 


SIR, 


„A man of real courage will never attack an- 
other in the ftreet, where they are ſure to be 
parted ; but if you are in earneſt to fight, you 
will be in the Chartreuſe Gardens at eight o'clock 
to-morrow morning, where you ſhall be expected 
by, | Sir, Yours.” 


This note was figned only by one of the villains, 
and that too, by him who had ſpoke leaſt when J 
met them going to the play. I imputed his filence 
to his having more courage than the other, who had 
bullied ſo much, and went next morning to the place 
appointed, where L came a quarter of an hour before 
eight, without dreaming of the misfortune I was to 
meet with; my antagoniſt appeared ſoon after, and 


having made ſome 15 at one another, I heard a 


noiſe behind me, and ſoon perceived I was attacked 
by Le Cheſnay, and the other Life-guard man. I 
then eaſily. underſtood how matters went, and ſum- 
moned all my force, that I might ſell my life as dear 
as poſlible : Cowards, cries I, what three to one ! 
but I ſhall not periſh unrevenged : In the mean time 
they continued to puſh very hard at me, and had 
thrown in ſome paſſes, which all my ſk:l'could not 
parry ; and I muſt have been infallibly killed, if 
heaven had not interpoſed. A captain of horſe, 
two lieutenants of the guards, and an officer of 
the finances who had been playing a match at 
Mall, and in ſearching for a bowl they-had loſt, 
happened to come where we were engaged ſo unequ al- 
ly, the villains, upon their advancing, ran off, and 
left me lying on the ground, without ſo much ftrength 
as ſerved me to held my ſword, They immediately 

applied 
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applied their handkerchiefs and cravats to bind up 
my wounds, and ſtop the blood, which ] loſt in great 
abundance ; I had five wounds in my body, of which 
one went quite through it, and a fixth in my arm : 
They carried me to the houfe of the officer of the fi- 
nances, whoſe name was Olivier, and who by good 
fortune lived hard by : Surgeons were immediately 
called, who having conſidered my wounds, judged 
them to be mortal, and that I had not two hours to 
live: However they omitted nothing that their ſkill 
could ſuggeſt, in caſe there was a poſlibility of my 
living longer, and I began to gather ſome ſpirits, 
though the great quantity of blood I had loſt, made 
it very improbable that I could live any time : As 
ſoon as I came to my ſenſes, | thanked my generous 
deliverers, and told them in as few words as 1 could, 

who I was, and the treachery of the villains; 1 then 
called for a pricſt to prepare me for death, and 
take my er while 1 was about this, Monſ. 
La Brie, the captain I mentioned, remembered an old 
gentleman who rode in his troop, that had an admi- 
rable ſecret for the cure of wounds. He went out 
immediately and brought this old gentleman, but the 
prieſt, who happened to be a man of preat ſeverity 
in his way, oppoſed my taking any farther concern 
about life, fince J had juſt made my peace with hea» 
ven; my friends oppoſed this doctrine ſo warmly, that 
the prieſt at laſt conſented the cure ſhould be applied, 
provided he was let into the ſecret of what it was: 
The gentleman, after ſome diſpute told him the whole; 
but the prieſt, diſguſted at ſome forms which he un- 
derſtood were neceſſary to be obſerved in the operati- 
on, would not give his conſent 'till the matter was 
laid before the biſhop of Vence, who was at that time 
in Paris, and chanced to be a particular friend of my 
father's; when this prelate heard my name, he not 
only conſented, but came to Monſ. de Olivier's houſe 
to ſee the cure performed; which the Chevalier ſet 
about by the aſſiſtance of no other medicines hut a 
little oil of olives and white wine, and ſome ceremo- 
| nies 
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mes which he went through, rather, I ſuppoſe, -to- 
amuſe the ſpectatars, and to impreſs the patient with 
à ſtronger: apprebenſion of his cure, (which in theſe 


Gaſes goes a great length) than any belief he had of 
their efficacy : Be that as it will, after he had dreſſed. 


my wounds for about a quarter of an hour, he told 
me, with the teſt aſſurance, that I mi AF Ae on 
being as well in eight days time as himſelf: He = 
called for. linen to make bandages and eompreſles, 
and bound up my wounds with as much addreſs as 
any ſurgeon : I was ſo pained and fatigued during 
the operation, that I could not ſpeak a word; but 


by the aſſiſtance of my phyſician who attended me ve- 


ry regularly, in three days time, I found myſelf fo 
well, that: I began to entertain ſome hopes of life. 
In ſhort,. within eight days I was fo — recover 
ed, that I was able to return my generous deliver-- 
ers thanks, particularly Mr. Olivier, in whoſe houſe: 
L was, and Mr. La Brie, who had procured the 
medicine to which I owed my life, I then talked: 
of leaving Mr. Olivier's houſe, left I bad been trou- 
bleſome ; but that gentleman oppoſed this with ſuch 
affection and warmth, that 1 conſented to make uſe 
of his friendſhip till I was perfectly cured : I then 
ſent for my ſkilful phyſician, to whom I gave one 
hundred crowns; with an aſſurance that whenever I 
was maſter of my own fortune, he ſhould be put a- 
bove want: I remained for fifteen days in Mr. Oli. 
vier's houſe, where I met with the moſt tender treat- 


ment, and in that time found myſelf able to walk a- 
broad without any danger. 


Monſ. Godeau, the biſhop of Vence, ſtill conti- 


nued to viſit me. This illuſtrious prelate was then 


in the higheſt repute, both upon account of his great 
probity and conſummate experience, which he gained 
By a long converſe with the manners and paſſions of 


mankind; it was to him I Was os for the firſt 


folid principles of religion, it was he who opened 


- my eyes, and made me ſenſible of the falſe delicacy 
in paint of honour, which the more faſhionable pork 
Ot 


ern 
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of mankind affe& ; and by his aſſiſtance it was that E 


began to look upon moſt of the purſuits in which 1 
had been hitherto engaged, either as downright: 


madneſs,. or at beſt, triſſing amuſements. The ap 


oach of death, and the exhortations of this good 
iſhop, rung a peal to my conſcience, which awa-- 
kened it to the moſt lively remorſe ; while I was in 
danger, he was continually reminding me of eter-- 
nity, and of the neceflity of abandoning all thoughts- 
and concerns which might obſtruct my reconciliation: 


with heaven, and when I began to recover, he o- 


pened up the duties of chriſtianity, and land down” 
rules for the future conduct of my life, of which tili 
that time I had no notion: To ſoften the ſeverity 
of theſe exerciſes, he made me enter a little into 
the ſpirit of poetry; and as he had a very fine 
taſte himſelf, and had compoſed ſeveral pieces which 
ſhewed a true genius, I ſoon acquired, by his Inftrue-- 
tions, ſuch-a — why that before I was per ect 
cured,. I had wrote ſome things that ſeemed not to» 
diſpleaſe him. 

However, I muſt own to my ſhame, that theſe 
diſpoſitions were but inſtantaneous, and wore of. 
with my diſtemper; whenever I came into the 
world again, my former diſſolute inclinations recurred 
with greater violence than ever, and my. natural bent 
to pleaſure ſoon effaced all my former reſolutions ;: 
I contracted an intimacy with Monſ. La Broye, 
who was a man of fortune and pleaſure: His ad- 
dreſs and manners were extremely polite, but he 
had a moſt unfortunate byaſs to gaming; in the be- 
ginning of our acquaintance, I followed him entirely 
from complaiſance to the gaming-houſes, for at that 
time I had not the leaſt inclination for gaming, but 
after I was a little habituated to this way of life, I 
began inſenſibly to contract a liking for it, and 1 
thought every day loſt in which I did not venture 
ſomething at play: Baſſet was at that time the mode, 
and for five or fix months I abandoned myſelf fo 
exceſſively to it, that I was employed in nothing = 
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thing that was conſiderable ; at laſt I was fo fortu- 


more benevolent, to proſecute enjoyments more ratio- 


* ſelf : That chough ſhe had always lived at Paris, 
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but during that time, I neither gained nor loſt any 


nate that in a week's time I won fifty thouſand 
Franks. 'ihis good fortune had an effect upon me 
very uncommon ; inſtead (as it uſually does) of en- 
ticing me to dip deeper in gaming, after I had gone 
home, I began to refle& upon the ſituation of 
mind I had been in during the time I was engaged in 
play, I called to mind the tumult of paſſions, the 
agitations of hopes, fears, fury, and ſometimes deſ- 
pair, which a man is ſubje@ to, while perhaps his 
fate is depending upon a lucky caſt of the dice, or 
the chance of a ſingle card; I conſidered, that my 
circumſtances were now ſuch as exempted me from 
the influences of all theſe paſſi ns, and that it would 
be the greateſt impotence of mind to tempt fortune 
any longer, but o make the beſt uſe of the kindneſs 
ſhe had now ſhewn me; and to aſſume diſpoſitions 


nal, to court plcaſures leſs fati-uing, and a ſatisfaction 
leſs precarious : By the help of a little reſolution and 
practice I ſoon acquired all theſe advantages, and inſtead 
of the purſuits of life 1 taſted the calm content of ſoul. 

After having lived in this manner for ſome time, 
I experienced the truth of this maxim, That a varie- 
ty of the objects which engage our paſſions 1s neceſ- 
ſary, in order to prevent the ſtream of pleaſure,» in 
which the life of a man in my circumſtances at 
that time, muſt run, from ſtagnating, and palling 
upon his taſte, The tender paſſions were the only 
ones 1 was yet unconſcious of, It was ſome time 
before | could find an object worthy of them: At laft 
I met one at Verſailles. | ſeldom failed to be at court 
and ſee the King ſup: One night obſerved an old 
lady, who looked fo attentively on the King, that I 
could not forbear aſking her if ſhe had ever been 
there before. The lady, in a very obliging manner, 
for anſwer gave me the following account of her- 


yet ſhe entertained ſo little of the curioſity natural 
| to 
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to her Sex, that ſhe never had once ſeen the Ki 

before that time, and probably had not then, but 
that ſhe had condeſcended to the preſſing ſolicitations 
of her daughter, who came along with -her, but 


ſince ſhe came to Verſailles, had fallen fo ill of a 


cholick, that ſhe was obliged to be put to bed, 
where ſhe grew better, and in a little time fell 
aſleep; and I took that opportunity (continued the 
old lady) to divert myſelf by ſhipping out, and hav- 
ing committed the care of my daughter to a faithful 
fervant, I came here, | | 
The agreeable air which the lady diſcovered dur- 
ing our converſation, engaged me to entertain her 
"till ſhe was going away; 1 offered to wait on her 
to the inn where ſhe lodged, ſhe accepted of my 
compliment, and when we came to the door of the 
inn ſhe was for parting, but I infiſted to know how 
her daughter was: ſhe conſented, and ] went up ſtairs, 


where we found the young lady fitting in an andrefs - 


by the fire : She blamed her mother for introducing 
a ſtranger to ſurprize her in her diſhabille. But if I was 
pleaſed with the politeneſs and civility of the mother, 
1 was charmed with the beauty and fine air of the 
daughter; I ſtayed about half an hour, during which 
time ſhe engaged my eſteem by her wit, as deeply as 
ſhe had done my heart by her beauty: At laſt | took 
my leave, and went away very well ſatisfied with my 
adventure, 

Next morning about ten o'clock I went back to 
the inn, and enquired for the ladies, but was ſur- 
priſed to underſtand that the young one's indiſpo- 
ſition having increaſed after I left them the night 
before, her mother had carried her to Paris very 
early: The uneaſineſs which this news gave me, 
was what made me firſt ſuſpect my concern about 
her, proceeded from ſome other motive than a bare 
complaiſance, and that my heart was actually touched, 
but thought it was in fo flight a manner that I had 
no great occaſion to be alarmed, or to take any pre- 
cautions to oppoſe the infant paſſion; however, I 
felt a ſtrong (inclination to be at Paris, and I ac- 
ö cordingly 


| 


2 3 — — 
1 

* 
PIR Ks 


$a. = q 
: _—_- + men: — * 


— 2 


E IE LA — #,Xohnl@ © + £4 Ms — 
2 E 
* I — Fa 4 3 + * * 

p 


C » 2 * 
oo. ro, 
* 4 Lin > — 
* = 4 _ 
* * . = 


De > 


— : 
- — —— * — 
— . 2 . = — E — 
323 — _— 7; A S 4 
k a H$, 4 v — 
od 4 * X 
a» \ - * 


Sa ” 5 


ip 2 7 ſs - — — 
* = , p 


,_— 
9 - 


2 1 
9 _ R 
* 1 7 


Nr 


x # 
— 98 


PRs 


_ — th : M . I. = e 
SF oft ts TL TE TELE Tn 
a —— . 
mY FO 1 

*-4 ad "W w + 


: a Ard ia ns. c 
a * 
* 


* 


— 
1 


42 MEMOIRS y 4 


cord ingly ſet out for that city next day, chat might 
zat any rate inform myſelf of the name and quality 
of a perſon, who began to grow ſo dear to my 
thoughts. 

1 rambled about Paris for fifteen days in a- fruitleſs 
ſearch ; at laſt happening to be at the church of St. 
Louis, hearing the famous Father Bourdalou preach, 
I perceived both mother and daughter ſtanding within 
three yards of me; my eyes and attention were foon 
diverted. from the preacher, and employed upon an- 
other object. The old lady happening to turn her 
eyes to the pos where I Rood, I took that oppor- 
tunity to make her a profound bow : I obſerved ſhe 
knew me again, and entered into diſcourſe with her 
daughter, who upon her mother's ſpeaking to her, 
had looked pretty attentively upon me, and you may 
be ſure I did not fail to ſalute her with profound 
reſpect. After the ſermon was over, I rallied them 
in the genteeleſt manner I could, upon the haſty 
retreat they made from Verſailles, and affured them 
they ſhould not eſcape me this time {fo eaſily. As 
we were going out of the church, I offered my hand 
to the old lady, and helped both her and her daugh- 
ter into their coach, where, without any farther ce- 
remony 1 took a feat alſo: After we had drove fome 
turns without the city for an airing, we went to 
their bouſe, which was in the entry of the ſtreet de 
Fauxbourgois; they gave me an invitation to ſup 
with them, which T accepted of with the greateſt 

ſure. Their houſe was very genteely furniſhed, 
ſervants decently dreſſed, and in good liveries, 
and our entertainment, if not ſplendid, was elegant, 
and in a good taſte: I underſtood from the old lady 
during ſupper, chat ſhe had been married to one 
Monſ. Coleman, who had been treaſurer of the ma- 
vine, and had deen dead for ſeveral years ; that he 
had left her very rich, and that the young lady 1 
ſaw, was their only child, and that ever fince her 
huſband's death, ſhe had been employed imtrely in 
her education, and had been ſo intent upon it, that 
ihe was mot perſonally known even ** 
| gu- 
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Neighbours : However, the ſpoke ſeveral times of 
ſome perſons of conſiderable quality, who I under- 


ſtood were both her relations and acquaintances, 
and of others with whom the even lived fami- 
liarly, Upon this diſcovery I could aot ds leſs chan 
inform her of my name and family, and the buſi- 
neſs that had brought me to Paris. When I came- 
to talk of the adventure that had been the oecaſion 
of my being acquainted with her and her daughter, 
I ſpoke of it with a tranſport, and in ſuch a manner 


as might convince them of the ſincerity of my eſteem 


and friendſhip : Thus, the evening paſt with a ſatiſ- 
faction, which, by their behaviour, I had reaſon to 
think was reciprocal. I obſerved, whenever I caſt 
my eyes on Mademoiſelle Coleman, a certain ſoft- 
neſs in her look, which entirely deprived me of any 
ſmall remains of liberty I yet poſſeſt. It was very 
late when I parted with my charming company, and 
] had a great way to walk from their houſe to my 


lodgings : The police at that time was very ill regu- 


lated at Paris, and few days paſt without bringing 
accounts of ſome barbarous murther in the ſtreets: 
Struck with this reflection, I drew my ſword, and 
walked along with it naked in my hand, pre- 
pared for all events. After I had walked thus for 
dome time, I perceived three women, as I thought 
them, fitting upon the ſteps of a portico ; who, when 
they obſerved me, kept a profound ſilence. Seeing 
they were women, I advanced pretty briſſely to them, 
when one of them, in an angry tone, aſked me what 
I wanted. I anſwered, Nothing; but that finding 
them in that fituation at ſuch a time of night, Lcould 
not forbear to offer them my ſervice, One of them, 
whom I knew by his voice te be a man, defired me 
to be gone: Piqu'd at the manner in which he ſpoke, 
1 anſwered, it was a pretty odd way for a lady to 
treat a gentleman, who had no other view than to do 
her ſervice : If you be agentleman (lays another with. 
a ſofter voice) I beg you as ſuch to tell us who you. 
are: 1 am a muſqueteer, madam, anſwered I. If you. 
are a, muſqueteer, anſwers the ſame perſon, then you, 
are 
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are probably a man of honour, and as ſuch I conjure 


you to give me ſome aſſiſtance. I was much touched 


by theſe laſt words, they were ſpoke in ſo moving a 


-manner : I then heard the ſame voice, which I took 


for a man's, ſay ſoftly to her, What! are you mad, 
madam, to truſt yourſelf in the hands of a ftranger ? 
Take courage, we are got more than half of the 
way : I cannot advance a ſtep further, anſwers the 
lady, I am ſpent with fatigue — What ſhall I do! 


If Monſieur the Muſqueteer is a gentleman, he 


will never take adyantage of my diſtreſs. My honour 
was at that time pretty romantic, and I made no 
ſcruple to aſſure her that I would ſtand by her to the 
laſt drop of my blood, and that ſhe might command 
all that was in my power. She then told me, the 
only thing ſhe begged at that time, was, that I would 
convey her to a place where ſhe might be ſafe and 
retired, and that ſhe did not doubt ſoon to convince 
me, that my pains were not beſtowed upon one who 
was-undeferving of, or ungrateful for them: I an- 
ſwered, that I could think of no place ſo convenient 
for the purpoſe ſhe wanted, as my own lodgings ; 
that I had two chambers and a cloſet, which were 
tolerably well furniſhed ; beſides a room for my va- 
let and footman, who were lodged over head: And 
that the ſituation of the houſe was extremely proper 


for her circumſtances, The lady willingly embrac- 


ed my offer, and took hold of my arm to help her 
along, and ſupported herſelf on the other fide by the 
aid of her two attendants, We came home without 
any misfortune : But you may judge of my ſurprize, 
when looking on the two attendants, I ſaw one of 
them was a Cordelier : He obſerved my ſurprize, and 
| begged } would not be alarmed. Whenever Made- 
moiſelle, ſaid he, recovers ſtrength enough to 

thro? with jt, you ſhall be informed of the whele hi- 
ſtory. I ordered immediately ſome wine, and what- 
ever I had in my lodgings moſt proper to recruit her 
ſpirits, to be brought her, and we fat all down to- 
gether before a large fire. I obſerved. the gy 42 4 
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lady, notwithſtanding her paleneſs, had a very 
blooming complection, and a ſet of very regular 
features. 

The concern which appeared painted in her eyes, 
did not hinder them from diſcovering a good deal 
of vivacity, mixt with a languiſhing ſoftneſs that 
was vaſtly agreeable : I ſpared no aſſurances and 
proteſtations to let her know ſhe was perfectly ſafe, 
and that I would do all in my power to ſerve 
her; I cauſed them to make ready the bed which 
was in the cloſet, for her uſe, as it was the moſt 
removed from noiſe, and begged ſhe would take 
ſome. repoſe. I would wrong you (anſwered ſhe) 
ſhould J ſuffer you to continue in 1gnorance, that 
you not only have ſaved my own life, but that 
of an innocent who is not yet come into the world; 
and who, together with myſelf, was to have been 
the victim of a barbarous fury. Allow me for this 
night to conceal my name, and be content to know, 
that I am a daughter of one of the moſt conſiderable 
families in Paris, and that I have a lover, who if he 
1s unfaithful, deſerves a thouſand deaths, but if in- 
nocent, the grief which my misfortunes muſt occa- 
fion to him, can never be ſufficiently regretted, My 
weakneſs made me conſent to give him the laſt proof 


of my love, and I have now in my womb the fruits 


of our mutual paſſion, My two brothers in whoſe 
power I have been ever ſince my father's death, 
jealous of whatever concerned the honour of our 
family, perceived the misfortune which I in vain 
endeavoured to conceal, and fired with anger, 
formed the deſign of a cruel and inhuman revenge: 
That good man, continued ſhe, pointing to the Cor- 
delier, will tell the reſt ; as for me, I will accept of 
the freedom you allow me and retixe : When ſhe had 
ſaid this, ſhe roſe, and making a very graceful cur- 
teſy, went into the cloſet attended by the other wo- 
man, who proved to be her chamber-maid. When 
ſhe was gone, I begged the Cordelier to tell me the 
particulars of a hiſtory, which appeared fo affecting. 


And 
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And he began by telling me chat he thought that 


night ſhould have been the laſt he. had to live. 
That he had never been in ſo great fear, and that he 
never had fo great reaſon : That he was a Cordelier 


in a great convent, that it had been his employ- 
ment long to direct the conſciences of people, WhO 


flocked in great numbers to him in order to confeſs, 
which had made his name famous over all Paris, 
After I roſe this night (continued he) to go to mats 


tins, the porter of the convent told me that there 


was one waiting for me at the gate in a coach, 
to carry me in all haſte to confeſs the Duke de Brifac, 
who was ſuddenly ſeized with an apoplectick fit. I 
put on my cloaths without the leaſFdiſtruſt, and went 
to the gate. As I had a general order to go out or in 
upon' theſe occaſions, I had no need' to acquaint the 
Father Guardian; I went into the coach, and we 
drove on at a great rate: Though it was almoſt 
dark, I could eaſily perceive we went a great way 
Farther than the Hotel de Briſac, and that we were 
got into the ſuburbs of St. Germains ; but as I had 


not the leaſt ſuſpicion; I imagined the Duke might 


have fallen ill at ſome other houſe than his own: 
At laſt, after ſevaral long turnings and windings, 
the coach ſtopt at a great gate, which opening, four 
or five men in maſks came up to me, one of them 
with a handkerchief in his hand, and having ſeiz- 
ed me gently, begged 1 would ſuffer myſelf to be 
blindfolded before 1 left the coach ; upon my ſhow- 
ing reluQance -at this — I was told I 
had nothing to fear, that reſiſtance was all in 
vain, * circumſtances made it abſolutely 
neeeſſary that 1 ſhould ſubmit to what they requir- 
ed; upon this I allowed myſelf to be blinded, but 
not without the greateſt dread upon my ſpirits for 
the event: When I came out of the coach I was led 


un and down Tor a good time, my conductors till 


te. ing me I had nothing to fear. At laſt they 
unbound my eyes, and I found myſelf in the mid- 


dle of a large well-furniſhed hall: One of the _ 
en 
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hen came up to me, and deſire d me to ſtep into 2 
room adjoining that in which we were, where I 
would find two women, whom I muſt immediately 
confeſs, and that afterwards I ſhould be conducted 
back to my convent without the leaſt harm: I ac 
cordingly went into the room they ſhewed me, where 
I found the two women we have here, bathed: in 
tears, and with all the ſigns of the: deepeſt afflio- 
tion : As ſoon as they ſaw me, they threw them« 
ſelves - at my feet, begging. I- would pity them, 
and at leaſt grant them. their lives. I anſwered them, 
that I wiſhed it were in my power, but that I had 
received orders to confeſs them, which was all 1 
knew of the matter ! What, replies the young 
lady, do the barbarians ſpeak of confeſſing our- 
ſelves? Ah! Mariamne, turning to her chamber. 
maid, my cruel brothers are reſolved to put us botk 
to death. Upon this they began their lamentations 
a- new with the moſt pitiful outeries : The men in 
maſks hearing the noiſt returned, and far from be- 
ing touched, theſe wretches inſulted upon the grief 
of their ſiſter. Have done with this buſtle: (eries 
one of them) you ought to think of nothing bat 
making your peace with heaven, ſince you have 
not above a quarter of an hour to live: Upon 
theſe words he looked on his watch; and they 
both went out of the room ſwearing: they would 
return to put their threatning in execution, within 
a quarter of an hour: I own their behaviour 
touched me ſo much, that far from exhorting my 
penitents to prepare for death, I aſked them ſoftly, 
if there was no means of eſcaping. We are alone, 
ſays I, pray were do theſe windows look into; by 
bad luck they looked into the garden: However, 1 
learnt that the garden bordered wirh the ſtrest, 
and from this circumſtance conceived ſome hopes 
of eſcaping, from that curſed houſe: Un ſhort v 
went doun into the garden withoat making the leaf 
noiſe, having had the precaution to barricade the 
door of the chamber in caſe of a ſurptiae; though 

it 
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it was needleſs: When we got into the garden, the 
chamber-maid cauſed me to obſerve a moving ſtair, 
that the gardeners uſe in pruning and ordering their 
trees, which ſtood againſt the wall ; I mounted this 
without loſs of time, and gave my hand to the two 
Women, who followed me with an admirable reſo- 
lution, When we were got upon the top of the 
wall, the difficulty lay in getting to the ſtreet; but 
danger made us bold, and I ſlipt down to the ground 
without any hurt, and received both the women, 
one after another, in my arms. We walked as hard 
as we could, and were juſt taking ſome reſt when 
you came up to us: My deſign was to carry the la- 
dies to one of my friend's houſes near our convent ; 
but I am glad that ſhe has fallen into the hands of 
a. man who has ſo much honour as you ſeem to 
poſſeſs. | 

This relation gave me a real affliction ; I per- 
ſuaded the Cordelier to throw himſelf upon my 
valet de chambre's bed; and I went to my own, 
where I reflected on the circumſtances of ſo uncom- 
mon a hiſtory, 'till I fell aſleep : After I awaked, 
1 began to reflect ſeriouſly what the event of ſuch 
an adventure might be. I thought it was pretty co- 
mical that a young fellow, of my age and profeſſion, 
ſhould give protection to a Cordelier and two women 
at the ſame time, within my own roof, I began to 
conſider them as forming a community, of which I 
looked upon myſelf as the head ; I roſe with theſe 
reflections, and when I underſtood that the young 
lady was to be ſeen, I entered her room with ſuch 
e her- . behaviour, that ſhe was confirmed in her 
good opinion of my conduct. I renewed all my 
offers of ſervice in her behalf, and was anſwered by 
a moſt grateful acknowledgment of the o ligations 
ſhe laid under to me, begging I would call the fa- 
ther Cordelier, who came immediately: Aud after 
thanking him for the danger he underwent on her 
account, and the trouble he had been at, ſhe con- 
Jjured him to let her adventure remain an 1 ve 
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ſecret within his own breaſt ; which the good prieſt 
promiſed her, by a formal oath; he would do; and 
went directly to his convent, being afraid his long ab- 
ſence from it might make his adventure look ſuſpicious : 
continued in my own lodgings with the lady, who 
after telling me her name, Sir, ſaid ſhe, it is an uncom- 
mon proof of the good opinion I entertain of your 
virtue and di cretion, that I entirely truſt myſelf in 
your hands in the ſituation I am in at preſent ; tho” 
your behaviour hitherto has been ſuch, that I don't 
ſuſpect 1 ſhall have the leaſt grounds to repent of my 
confidence; but as you have ſo ſucceſsfully begun, I 
hope you will not ſtop *till you have generouſly finiſhed 
my deliverance : 'The ignorance my lover is in of my 
misfortunes, is what at preſent gives me the greateſt 
uneaſineſs; alas ! if his heart is not changed, what 
will not his grief be when he is informed of my miſe- 
ry, and what I ſuffer upon his account? He is captain 
- in the regiment 'of N „ and has been in 
garriſon theſe two months paſt, by order of the 
court. I corjure. you to fall upon ſome expedient to 
let him know my tate, and engage him in my deli- 
verance, by flying to my aid, and affording me at 
leaſt ſome corfolation by his preſence. I anſwered, 
that a lady of ſo much merit as ſhe poſſeſſed, could 
not fall to fx on a lover who was worthy of her 
eſteem, and would anſwer her tenderneſs: And that 
] d:d not doubr, but upon the firſt knowledge of her 
condition, he would fly to her relief. That in order 
to avoid any miſcarriage of a letter to him, I would 
ſend off my own valet with the ordinary poſt, who 
ſhould deliver him a Jetter from her own band. Nay, 
if ſhe thought there was any occaſion for it, | would 
willingly. do her that piece of ſervice myſelf. She 
returned me a great many tharks, and having wrote a 
letter of four pages, gave it to my valet, who went off 
as foon as the horſes were ready. While the was wri- 
ting, I had leifure to make ſome ſerious reſlections on 
her wholeadventure, and particularly on this ſtep ; as I bad 
a ſincere and dilinterelled deſire to do her all the ſerviee 
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that lay in my power, 1 began to coni:der, that if her 
Lover was of any delicacy in matter. of that nature, he 
poſſibly would not be too well pleated to find her lodged 
with, and in the power of a Muſqueteer: I made no 
ſcruple to impart my thoughts to the lady, who ſeemed 
very well pleaſed with my ſentiments, and we agreed, 
that ſhe ſhould be lodged in a chamber in the ſame 
houſe, but ſeparated from my apartment, I went and 
propoſed the affair to the landlord, who let us have a 
room very convenient for our purpoſe : I returned to 
the lady, and made her an offer of my purſe, which 
ſhe made ſome difficulty to accept of, although ſhe ſtood 
in need of all the neceſſaries of life. She told me that 
as ſhe expected ſoon to ſee her lover, ſhe would be ſup- 
pied with money from him. I did not preſs any 
arther, but when I was going away, I left a purſe of 
100 Louidores on her table, which at that time amount- 
| ed to about 2000 Franks: And ordered her chamber- 
maid at the ſame time to buy what ſhe ſtood in 
need of, 

Whatever diverſion this new adventure gave my 
growing paſſion, jt was not of force enough to efface 
from my heart the image of the beautiful Mademoiſelle 
Coleman. The firſt moment I could get rid of my new 
acquaintance, ] went to ſee her, and reſolved to delay 
no lor ger to lay before her the ſitua: ion of my heart, 
whe e ſhe reigned abſolute miſtreſs; As ſhe had been 
educated in a kind of ſolitude and retirement from the 
ordinary modes of the world, I thought it would be 
needleſs for me to Rand upon the regularity of my at- 
| tacks, and the niceties of punQilio, which prudes make 
a trade of, and coquets have reduced into a kind of 
ſcience. I knew that nature had no ſhare in theſe ſort 
of addreſſes, and that they were entirely uſeleſs in my 
approaches to a young perſon, who was taught to judge 
ef things as they really were, and who followed the 
dict. tes of ſolid virtue: I went up to her chamber with 
as t uch familiarity as if I had been long acquainted 
wit? her, and found that by good fortune, her mother 
was not yet up: I laid hold of this opportunity, 5 
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tell her amiable daughter, all that a fincere paſſion and 
a true eſteem cou'd inſpire. I could obſerve her bluſh 
and ſeem uneaſy at my firſt addreſs, but my love 
furniſhed me with language ſo moving, that the 
ſoon loſt her reſerve, and melted into all the ſoftneſs 
of her ſex. Monfieur, ſays ſhe, when I had done with 
my diſcourſe, I wiſh that what you ſay may proceed 
from the heart. At this inſtant her mother came into 
the room, and prevented any farther ſatisfaction which 
I promiſed myſelf, from ſo agreeable a beginning: She 
came for her daughter, that they might go to maſs to- 
gether ; I attended them there, and returned to her 
houſe, where we dined all together, and I tafted all the 
leaſures which commonly attend a growing paſſion. 
Von ſhall ſee, continues the Count de Roſambert, why 
] enter into ſo minute a detail of all theſe circum- 
ſtances. : 
After I parted from my charming company, I went 
home, where J found the young lady had removed to 
her new apartment. I conceal her name out of refj 
to her quality; I begged the favour that ſhe would al- 
low me to ſup with her, and I own I found her ſo ſoft 
in her manner, and ſo delicate in her turn of wit, that I 
had occaſion for all the honour I was maſter of, to k 
myſelf from making certain declarations : Our diſcourls 
inſenfibly fell upon the unhappy conſequences of our 
moſt darling paflions. She told me, ſhe had foreſeen 
all that had attended hers, but that ſhe was rulled by 
ſo irreſiſtible a byaſs, that ſhe gave them looſe reins ; 
that all her comfort was, that ſhe had truſted her hon- 
our with a man, who had ſo much himſelf, that ſhe 
could not ſuffer too much to deſerve him ; but that ſhe 
was aſſured; ſhe had not above three or four months to 
live, and that ſhe waited for her fate with an entire re- 
ſignation. I was ſtruck with theſe words, and aſked 
her, why ſhe ſpoke of her death as a thing ſo certain. 
Becauſe, anſwered ſhe, I am ſure I cannot ſurvive my 
delivery, my nature has an invincible abhorrence at that 
fatal and ſhameful circumſtance, which attends our ſex : 
I never can reflect upon it 1 7 the utmoſt 7 
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and a horror, which gives me pains. worſe than thoſe 
of death: Beſides, I am of ſo delicate a conſtitution, 
that | could not ſurvive it upon that ſcore : have 
laid my account with loſing my life in a.ſhort time, 
I made a ſacrifice of it to my lover, when I gave him 
all I had to give. I know | am capable of enter- 
taining, no paſſion but in extremes; and never were 
misfortunes ſo little a ſurprize, or more. willingly 
borne than mine. Upon this I took the liberty to 
hint, that I wondered ſhe had nat endeavoured to 
check the progreſs of a paſſion, which ſhe foreſaw. 
would be attended with fo terrible effects. I can ea- 
fily conceive (continued J, that a heart, ſuch as you 
deſcribe your own to be, once it is touched with the 
leaſt 'park of love, is apt to catch the flame ; but I 
am ſuprized you did not take precautions, to fortify 
all the avenues by which any tenderneſs might enter: 
I have always believed that though perſons of your 
ſex are apteſt to piunge into the moſt inconvenient 
conſequences of love, when once it was admitted yet, 
that it was in your power to render yourſelves inac- 
ceſſible to the paſſion itſelf. She anſwered me in 
theſe terms: If you have always believed ſo, you 
are miſtaken ; 1 judge of other women by myſelf. 
The very firſt emotions of our ſouls are all tender- 
neſs, ard we are born with a ſoftneſs which is ill 
encreaſcd by the education we receive from our pa- 
rents. If a woman, as you fay, continues all her 
life-time to be unacceſſible to tenderneſs, ſhe muſt 
fortify all the weakneſſes of her nature with pride; 
which cannot he done without a continual ſtruggle 
with her inclination. For one who ſucceeds, -= 
weny thouſands fail in ſo painful an oppoſition ! 
The daily obſervations 1 have made, confirm me in 
theſe thoughts, As 1 hinted before, we receive from 
nature a ſottneſs, which degenerates into weakneſs ; 
from our cducation, diverſions, and notions from 
reading. and converſation, which improve into folly. 
Thus when I was but twelve years of age, I formed 
an idea.of perfection in a lover, who. could make me 


happy: 
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happy: This Phantom hannted me night and day, 
and gave me ſenſations in imagination, little ſhovt 
of thoſe I 'afterwards' felt in actual enjoyment. In 
ſhort, IJ made it a ſtandard of perfection in my on 
thoughts, and examined every man I converfed with, 
by approving or diſapproving of him, as he more or 
leſs approached that darling of my romantick fancy: 
When I met with the man whom fate had deſigned 
for my lover, I felt emotions, which gave a preſage 
of my future paſhon ; I thought I ſaw in his perſon, 
the very lover that for five or ſix years had been fo 
dear to my thoughts: His proteſtations of love, and 
his converſation, daily confirmed me in this belief, 
"till in a ſhort time the idea and the man were one 
and the ſame thing: The vanity I had in ſeeing him 
at my feet, made him buy his conqueſt pretty dear; 
but that once over, I abandon:d my heart to the im- 
preſſion of the moſt violent paſſion that ever lover 
felt: Yet, dear as he is, I could tear him from my 
ſoul, had I the leaſt proof that he is capable to be- 
tray me. | 

This © Converſation took up a conſiderable time, 
and 1 endeavoured to comfort her with the near 
proſpett of ſeeing her lover, and of the ſatis faction 
that muſt enſue from ſuch an interview : Ind indeed, 
I could not imagine that there could be a man in 
the world ſo compleat a monſter, as to abandon a 
woman who had ſuffered ſo much for him: I could 
have almoſt anſwered with my life for his conſtancy; 
and waited with impatience for his arrival, pro- 
miſſing myſelf as much pleaſure from bis friend - 
ſhip, as ſhe did from his love. During all this time I 
conſtantly ſapped with her, and took care to obſetve 
the ſtricteſt decorum, and as ſhe now grew very big, 
conſulted every thing that might beſt ſuit with Her 
character and conveniency: But never failed to pay 
a viſit to Mademoiſelle Coleman every day. Within 
a week's time [ ſaw my valet alight at the gate, hut 
was r deal ſurprized to find that he was alone; 
I aſked him, if the gentleman was along with him, 
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| 

| : and when he would arrive, He anſwered me only 
| with a ſhake of bis head, which made me gueſs at 
1! ſome part of the 1 truth: He took a letter 
0 out of his pocket, which [ immediately carried to 
1 Mademoiſelle „who no ſooner broke it up. 
#53 and had read the firſt two lines, but the fell in a 
ſwoon, motionleſs at my feet : Her fall was ſo vio- 
lent, that I feared the conſequence might prove fatal 
to one in her condition. Ho ever, I run to her fo 
very quickly, that I prevented her continuing any 
time in the ſwoon ; but when ſhe recovered her ſen- 
ſes, it was only to a ſtate worſe than death itſelf. In 
ſpite of the weakneſs of her condition at that time, 
ſhe roſe, and with a ſurprizing force and agility, 
catched hold of my ſword, and before | could prevent 
her, drew it out of the ſcabbard, and had infallibly 
plunged it into her boſom, if I had not wrenched it 
out of her hand; I had occaſion for all my ſtrength 
for this purpoſe, and had great difficulty to oblige 
her to fit down in an ds chair, ſtill holding her 
hands faſt, leſt ſhe ſhould attempt any farther vio- 
lence. In this poſture I held her for upwards of 
half a quarter of an hour, without ſpeaking one 
word : After that the tears begun to guſh from her 
eyes, and ſhe begged me, with a very ſoftned voice, 
that I would quit her hands, El 5 to make no 
further attempts upon her life: I conjured her to let 
me know the occaſion of ſuch a —— ort, and blam- 
ed her for her diſtruſt of me Sir, ſaid ſhe, I do not 
deſign to conceal the leaſt circumſtance of my wretch- 
ed condition from your knowledge. In one word, 
my lover is perjured, and never did the ſun be- 
hold ſo baſe, ſo black a villain; but heaven, which 
owes me that juſtice. will ſurely puniſh him. In 
the firſt tranſport of my rage, I own, I would 
have killed myſelf, but your kind cares prevent 
ed me from committing that moſt inexpiable of 
crimes. The fight of your naked ſword, upon 
the return of my reaſon, having awaked me to a 
juſt ſenſe of the guilt, my a tural timidity recur- 
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red, and 1 ſhuddered with the thoughts of its be- 
ing buried in my bowels : his produced a train 
of reflections, and never did I crowd ſo many 
thoughts into ſo ſhort a time: In fine, you ſee 
me not only reſolved to live, but to renounce 
love, hatred, and, if it he poſſible, even the world 
itſelf : And as this is the only method that is 
left me, I beg you would aſſiſt me in my de- 
ſign, and thus generouſly ſave my life a third 
time : I have an aunt in the Abbey of Port-Roy- 
al; I don't doubt, but by her means, I ſhall be 
received into that Abbey: As 1 uſed to be very 
dear to her, I will go there, and confeſs to her 


all my weakneſſes, I will let her into all my miſ- 


fortunes, and beg her advice and aſſiſtance how to re- 
trieve them ; and I hope heaven, who doubtleſs 
inſpires me with this reſolution, will remove all 
my difficulties in the execution of it. What do 
you think of it ? continued ſhe, looking atten- 


tively iu my face. I anſwered, I could not ſufit- 


ciently approve of her deſign, or admire her diſ- 
ofitions ; but, Mademoifallc, continued I, will 
1t not be better if you could get rid of your bur- 
then, which may otherwiſe be ſome obſtacle to 
your being admitted into a convent ? Right, au- 
ſwered ſhe, and it is upon that point that | want 
your advice; we muſt co-ſult together upon the 
means that will be moſt proper to diſpoſe my aunt 
to receive my firſt viſit, for my brothers have, 
without doubt, given her very bad impreſſions of 
my conduct. But in the mean time, I beg you 
would allow me the liberty of taking ſome repoſe, 
after the fatig e which the agitations I have ſut- 
fered have given me. 

Who would rot, after ſuch a behaviour, have 
thought as I did, that the young lady had given 
over all her deſperate reſolutions ? and that ſhe was 
ſincere in her proteſtations ? | thought it impoſſible 
that a woman, whoſe paſſions had fuch a command 
over her, could carry her diſſimulation ſo far: I 
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left her, having recommended her to the care of 


her chambermaid, to all appearance very compoſ- 


ed. After ſne had gone to bed, ſhe ordered her 
maid to r-tire, and that no noiſe ſhould be made 
in the houſe, becauſe ſhe wanted to fleep : I had 
gone by this time into my clofet, and was reading, 
when the landlady came in with the chamber-maid, 
both as pale as aſhes : Ah! Sir, cried they, ſome 
misfortune has happened to Mademoiſclle. As 
we were fitting below in the room where the lod- 
ges, we pe ceived ſome drops of blood fall from 
the cieling, we went up ſtairs, and -knocked at 
the door, but got no anſwer : Upon this I ran 
to the room, and after knocking pretty rudely in 
vain, broke it open: When we entered, we were 
ſtruck with the moſt terrible ſight in the world, 
the poor young lady was lying extended on the 
bed, without life or motion, and the blood ran 
in ſtreams from the bed-cloaths along the floor, 
from the wound that ſhe made in her breaſt, with 
the knife, with which ſhe uſed to cut her meat: 
I pulled the knife haſtily out of the wound, and 
upon the two women making terrible out-cries, 
told them, that the noiſe they made, might prove 
fatal both to them and me; and ordered them 
to fetch water to waſh up the blood : In the 


mean time, I caſt my eyes upon a folded pa- 


per which lay upon the table, and finding it was 
addreſſed to myſelf, opened it, and read theſe 
words: 


SIR, 

_ t The only regret I find for leaving the world, 
& js, that 1 have abuſed your generous confidence: 
* But I found that I could no otherwiſe execute the 
% deſign that I had unalterably reſolved on, which 
© was to die. The blind friendſhip you always 
6 entertaind for me, a wretch ! hindered you from 
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« perceiving that death was the only means to de- 
4% liver me from the terrible ſituation in which 
« [ found myſelf: I have pierced myſelf as neur 


„ the heart as I could, that if it were poſſible, 


© the innocent infant may be ſaved. Adieu!“ 


This letter filled me with pity, admiration and 


horror; I was ſo ſtruck that I did not kn6tv 


how to behave, but the danger was preſſing, and 
the time ſhort. I immediately ſent for a ſurgeon 
in the neighbourhood, ordering the ſervant to de- 
fire him to bring along with him all the inſtru- 
ments neceſſary for a dangerous operation. When 
he came, I made him'ſwear an inviolable ſecrecy, 
before I allowed him to come into the room, and 
then told him the whole hiſtory, and he, began. 
the operation in my preſence ; it was very hap- 
pily performed, and the child had juſt ſo much, 
life, as to let us know our precautions were not 
uſeleſs ; it lived for half an hour. 1 ordered both. 
the hodies to be carried to the churchyard of St. 
Nicholas, we got them over the wall by the help, 
of a ladder, and had them buried 1a the fame: 
rave. 

This fatal adventure made terrible impreſſions 
on me, and | was tempted to renounce all com- 
meice with women: I began this reſolution with 
changing my lodgings, which. I removed to the 
Fauxbourg de St. Germain, For the firſt eight 
days, I kept myſelf entirely. ſhut up in my apart- 
ment, employed in reflecting on the tragical event, 
which | had been a witneſs of: But my tate deſtined. 
me to variety of adventures, which I was yet to. 
encounter. 

I began to be acquainted with the Marquis de 
Sevigny, Son to the famous Marquis of that name.. 
He was about my age, and we entered into a, 
ſtri*} unreſerved intimacy, our inclinations and 
diverſions had very near the ſame tendency,, and 
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we made an appointment for a of pleaſure 
the very day 1 that in 1 —— ac 
quainted. He brought along with him Monſieur 
acine, who at that time had gained a great re- 
putation by his dramatick writings, and Monſieur 
Cogan, who paſſed for a very fine wit. Monſieur 
Racine was to be admitted a member of the French 
academy within two days, and read over the ha- 
rangue he was to make at his admittance. We 
criticiſed ſeveral paſſages in it, and he had the 
complaiſance to approve of our judgments, by al- 
tering them : The Marquis de Sevigny's wit was 
of a very fine and agreeable turn, he had a po- 
liteneſs of manners, and 4 delicacy in his raillery, 
which charmed every body, and gave a grace to his 
moſt indi ſerent expreſſions. He was paſſionately 
fond of an actreſs, who drained his purſe by run- 
ning him into extravagant expenees. He propo- 
ſed after ſupper, when it was about midnight. that 
we ſhould pay a viſit altogether to his miſtreſs ; 
accordingly we went, and found her juſt alighted 
from her coach, which ſhe kept by the liberality 
of the Marquis. In ſpite of the obligations ſhe 
lay under to the Marquis, ſhe appeared much 
diffatisfizd, that he had ſurprized her with a vi- 
fit from three ſtrangers, at that time of night. 
The girl's mad, (replied the Marquis don't you 
know, I bring along with me a man who has 
more than once made you a. princeſs ; a Muſque- 
teer, who pays down his fifteen fols for the pit 
very regularly; and an Abbe, who acts almoſt 
as well as yourſelf ? Come, Monſieur Abbe, ſup- 
poſe this the ſtage, Mademoiſelle a&ed an Iphi 
genia yeſterday, and you act an Eccleſiaſtick eve- 
Ty day, and both pretty much upon the ſame 
terms: Pray, each of you, give us a caſt of your 
craft. This humorous fpeech made us laugh, 
and brought the actreſs into a better temper : The 
Abbe conſented to be dreft in a laced coat, and 
long wig, and went through the part of — 
ong 
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along with her, ſhe acting the part of Berenice. 
The poor Abbe, who had never repeated any 
thing, except perhaps à wretched ſermon, mouth- 
ed the part of Titus, in a very ridiculous man- 
ner, which gave us great diverſion all the re- 
maining part of the night; at laſt we parted, . 
promiſing to Monſieur Racine, that we would be 
preſent next day at his reception into the acade- 
my. We were as good as our words, The hall 
was crowded by the great number of perſons of 
the firſt quality, whom the fame of the candidate 
had aſſembled : Racine made a fine figure, his per- 
ſon was handſome, and his delivery grateful Af- 
ter his diſcourſe was over, he could ſcarce anſwer 
all. the complimeuts which were made him on that 
occai.on, every one ſtriving who ſhould firſt give 
him joy of his new dignity. I whiſpered in his 
ear, that I expected he would ſup along with us: 
He promiſed. he would, and I invited Meſſieurs 
Boileau and Moliere ; the firſt of whom I was per- 
ſonally acquainted with, but employed the Mar- 
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, quis de Sevigny to invite the other. He brought  _ 
along with him Monfieur the Chevalier de Mere, 9 * 
: and the Abbe Genert, ſo that we were the moſt a- 13 
1 greeable company iu the world. Boileau told us 1 
. of a very diverting encounter he had with-Moco- * 
| lieri, the Venetian Envoy, whom he had met the 1 

4 day before at Verſailles : '1 his laſt reproached him "WR 
$ for treating the famous Taſlo, the fineſt wit of Italy, 1 
- as little better than a Rhymſter : Mouſieur Boi- N 
0 leau, at firil talked of the matter in a joking man- (i 9 


ner, but the Envoy told him very ſeriouſly, that the 
J- * pe of the Academy del Cruſca, at Florence, 

ad a mind to have admitted him into their body, 
but after examining imo the affair, they thought 
it would diſhonour the nation, to beſtow ſuch a A. 
mark of reſpect upon one who treated their fineſt 335 
writer ſo diſreſpectfully. Boileau, piqued at this + 8 
diſcourſe, aniwered very tartly, 'That if he had „ 
treated Taſſo, whom the gentiemen del Cruſca 


owned 
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1 owned for the fineſt genius of their nation, in fſuch 
1 a manner, he left his excellency to judge What 
1 an opinion he muſt have of themſelves, who were 
114 ſo much inferior to Taſſo: And concluded with 
Ii telling him, That it was very indifferent to him 
BE | what opinion the gentlemen of the Academy enter- 
Ih tained of either his perſon or writings. Mocolieri 
upon this took fire, and called Boileau, a little 
1 Poet, and Boileau anſwered, that he was a. 
ittle proud Italian, 'till ſome perſons of diſtinction, 
who were preſent, were obliged to interpoſe, and 
put an end to the quarrel, We applauded Boileau's 
conduct, and our diſcourſe inſenfibly fell upon the 
inundation of bad Poets, who had over-run Paris at 
that Time: We even did not fpare Pradon, Bour- 
ſault, and Perault ; and the Chevalier de Were told 
us very gravely, that he thought it was not enough, 
that there was a. publick Licenſer of books before 
they were allowed to be printed; but that there 
| ought likewiſ to be à Cenſor, who ſhould judge of 
= the capacity of the authors, befcre they were allow- 
ed to write. : 

This project was approved of, as one that would 
be of great ſervice to the F epublick of Letters; and 
Moliere was employed to draw up a memorial to 
be preſented to the Chancellor for this effect. In 
this agreeable raillery we ſpent the night, and 
next day Monfeur Racine, with whom I was now 

pretty intimate, propoſed: that he and ſhould walk 
to the bbey of Port Royal de Champs, where he 

had a very near relation and ſeveral friends, As 
he obſerved in me a natural defire of being informed, 

he took a pleaſure to inſtruct me in all the di- 
viſions in the Gallican Church, and I own his 

diſcourſes had ſuch an effect upon me, that when 

I left him, I was half a Jan eniſt. Mother Agnes, 

who was the relation whom I mentioned of Monfieur 

Racine's, laboured very hard for my intire conver- 

fion : Her converſation had a very fprightly turn, 

and her wit was of the folid kind, without any 

mixture 
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mixture ef the flaſhy”: fiizbegyed that Þ would come 
from time to time aud ſee her: And ſome months 
after, When I fell under a misfortune wich obliged 
me to diſappear, I choſe that Abbey for the place 
of my retreat. | 
When I returned to Paris, I received a letter 
without a name; which by its eontents I found 
came from Made moiſelle Coleman; it was filled with 
reproaches, that 1 had been much a ſtranger to their 
houſe, and had given her ſo much trouble, to find out my 
lodgings: Whatever reſolutions I put on as to 
woman end, the remembrance of this deſerving 
ereatute, quite effaced them, and reviꝭſ ed in my 
mind, all the former ideas of her charms; be- 
ſides, I reflected, that it looked very im polite, to 
break of all correſpondence with her ſo ſuddenly, 
and that I muſt certainly -condemn my oven 
conduct if 1 did. The ſentiments of her heart, 
were painted on her face in the joy the ſhowed. 
at receiving me, nor did her mother fall ſhort 
of her kindneſs, and I bad the weakneſs to re- 
lapſe into all the love 1 had formerly entertain- 
ed; but as I was not born to be happy, all 
the ſatis faction arifing from this, was but of 
ſhort duration : I viſited Mademoiſelle Coleman, 
for two months, with a great deal of aſſiduity; 
and every day had new proofs of her witdom 
and diſcretion, and the pleaſure 'of ſeeing my 
love repaid by its object. In the mean time, I 
Was, all of a ſudden ſeized with the moſt terrible 
and fatal of all paſſions; I mean that of jea- 
louſy: A young Abbe, whoſe name was Levin, 
found means to introduce himſelf into Madam Cole- 
man's family. I every day ſaw more and more 
into his defigns; his frequent viſits, his tender 
looks, and a thouſand other circumſtances, left me 
no room to doubt that I had a rival in him. I 
looked upon it as an affront, that a man who 
I imagined was ſo far beneath me, durſt have any 
pretenſions where I had beſtowed my heart: * 
, tne 
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the mean time, I thought it was beneath me te 
ſuſpet, that he ſhould meet with any encou- 
ragement from Mademoiſelle Coleman : But my 
jealouſy at laſt got the better of my pride, and 
one day I drew the Abbe aſide, and aſked. how 
'he came to have the preſumption to viſit with 
any ſuch views in the ſame place with me, aſ— 
ſuring him at the ſame time, that if ever I 
found him at Madam Coleman's again, I would cane 
him. The colour mounted- into his face, and he 
anſwered, that if he had a ſword I durſt not talk to 
him in ſuch a manner : Upon this, I own, that 
my paſſion got fo much the better of my rea- 
fon, that I actually gave him ſeveral blows with | 
à cane I had in my hand, and he went away 
without ſpeaking a word, which I imputed' to his 
fear. I thus paſſed ſome months in all the calm 
ſatis factions of love; Mademoiſelle Coleman was 
ee now ſo dear to my thoughts, that I re- 
lved to marry her; but it was neceſſary to con- 
ſult my father on this head, and I did not doubt 
of obtaining his conſent, ſince riches common- 
ly make amends for the inequality of birth, 
e days before that on which I had reſolved to 
make the propoſal, my ſervant came and told me, 
that a gentleman whom he did not kno v, wanted to 
ſpeak to me : I was not dreſt, but d-fired the ſer- 
vant to ſhew the gentleman up, who vas no ſooner 
entered, than I recollected his face, and diſcerned 
under the habit of a man of the town, the very Abbe 
whom I had affronted ſome months before : Sir, 
. ſays he, in a reſolute tone, if you know me, you 
can be at no loſs to know what brings me here ; | 
have quitted the Church on purpoſe to have fatisfac- 
tion of you, and defire you would chuſe your time, 
place, and weapons This beha tour ſeemed brave 
and generous : Sir, anſwered I, there is all the rea- 
fon in the world you ſhould be ſatisfied ; nothing 
dut blood can waſh out ſuch an inſult to a man of 
honour : and I think this very moment the propereſt 

| time 
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time for deciding our difference ; as for arms, if 
you pleaſe, we will uſe our ſwords, and | leave 
the choice of the place to yourſelf; We then 
agreed to part, and meet by different ways on 
the banks of the Seine, hard by Grenowllire : 
We came upon the ſpot almoſt both at the ſame 
inſtant, and fought about a quarter of an hour, 
without either of us receiving any advantage o- 
ver the other At laſt, I was wounded ſlightly 
in the leg ; but after a paſs or two more 1 run 
my treckry through the body, and he fell, cry- 
ing he was killed. I believed he really was ſo, and 
was juſt going to throw his body into the river; 
but finding he was yet breathing, common. huma- 
nity obliged me to ſee what could be done for bis 
recovery, I run towards the houſes, which were 


hard by, and meeting with ſome people, begged 


they would come and aſſiſt a dying perſon ; and im- 


mediately retired for fear 1 ſhould be known, but 
my enemy, at his death, had not the generofity to 
conceal my name, and before night. it was reported 
all over Paris, that I had fought a duel,. and killed 
my man. Upon this, my friends advifed me, to 
make the beſt of my way out of Paris, which 1 did, 
putting on the habit of a Peaſant, and without let- 
ting any one into the ſecret, went to the Abbey de 
Port Royal, where I was very kindly received. 
Monſieur Arnauld was ſtill there; I told him of my 
misfortune, and he reprimanded me ſeverely for the 
unchriſtian action I had committed; he cited-a great 
many paſſages from the Scriptures and Fathers to 
prove the unlawfulneſs of murder. I grant you the 
unla yfulneſs of murder, anſwered I, but not of tak- 
ing a juſt ſatisfa ion for an affront; this is what the 
laws of honour allows, and what no man in the 
circumſtances I was then in could get over : Say ra- 
ther, the laws of chriſtianity, (replied Monfieur ur- 
nauld) the laws of honour are mere chimera's, if not 
founded on them; by your own confeflion, you gave 
the firſt affront, and the true law of honour conſiſted 
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in your aſking pardon for your offence. If you ima. 
-gined that the world would think the worſe of your 
courage for this ſubmiſſion, you might have unde- 
ceived it, by ſerving againſt the enemies of your 
country; there alone true courage is ſhewn, and the 
ſhedding of blood lawful ; the world, unjuſt as it is 
in that point, will never refle& upon an officer who 
puts up with a private quarrel while he behaves 
— in the publick, which is undertaken to de- 
fend his Country and hi King. Cowardice is eaſi- 
ly diſtinguiſhed from that juſt reſerve a man ought 
to entertain, when guided by the dictates of religi- 
on and wiſdom. Should ſuch a man, having given 
undeniable proofs of courage in the field, refuſe a 
challenge, would he be reflec:ed upon as a coward ? 
No! in ſhort, the only brave man is the honeſt man, 
and the good chriſtian, I own, that ſhould a r.ke 
and a debauchee refuſe to draw his ſword in a pri- 
vate quarrel, he may juſtly be ſuſpected for a cow- 
ard and a ſcoundrel, becauſe the man, who violates 
the laws of ſociety and humanity in a company, can 
never be ſuppoſed to act up to thoſe of duty and 
loyalty in the field. -In ſhort, the ties of chriſti- 
anity and honour, when rightly conſidered, -are the 
ſame. 

Such were the maxims of the gentlemen of the 
Port Royal, where I continued for upwards of two 
months; being frequently in company with Monſieur 
Arnauld, and ſome other eccleſiaſticks, who were 
looked upon as the oracles of Janſeniſm, and led 
very exemplary and regular lives, ſo that I was ne.- 
ther without inſtruction gor company. 

During this time, my friends were employing all 
their intereſt to procure my pardon, ad my uncle, 
the biſhop of Marſeilles, been then in France, they 
had ſucceeded better, for he had a great deal of ihe 
King's ear; but he was in Poland, ambaſſador, in 
favour of John Sobieſki, the Crown General, who 
was at that time a candidate for that throne. I 
had, however, friends, who had a good deal of 

| intereſt, 


* 
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intereſt, and who, at laſt perſuaded the King, that 
my affair was only an ac:1dental rencounter, that I 
had been attacked returning from hunting, and had 
killed my adverſary in my own defence. As the 
ſubject of our quarrel was intirely a ſecret, this ex- 
cuſe was admitted ; I-had-liberty to return to Paris, 
and at laſt obtained a formal pardon, 
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HE Count de Roſambert proceeded in the 
account of the remaining paſſages of his life, 


of the famous duel, in which he again had 

the misfortune to kill his enemy, his exile, his 
wanderings, kis adventures in foreign countries, par- 
ticularly in German, where he ſerved under the 
Emperor. He gave me a deſcription of the fiege of 
Vienna, where he was in perſon, the taking of Euda, 
and the defeat of the Ottoman army : In ſhort, he 
ve me a detail of all the other circumſtances of his 
Me to that day, which I ſhall not inſiſt upon at pre- 
ſent, becauſe they may be found in his memoirs, 
which have been publiſhed fince his death. I ſhall 
only obſerve, that the King, who was inexorable on 
the head of duels, would never pardon him : The 
greateſt length he could be brought, was an aſſu- 
rance to his uncle, the Biſhop de Leauvais, after- 
wards Cardinal Janſon, that if his nephew continued 
peaceably in France, under a borrowed name, there 
ſhould no ſearch be made after him to bring him to 
Juſtice. The Count ended his relation with telling 
me, that he deſigned to ſerve in the army in Italy, 


and that he hoped the King would grant him a com- 


miſſion; which afterwards he obtained in thoſe fo- 
reign troops in the French pay, who went to ſerve 
under Monſieur Catinat. It was ſome months before 
he left Paris, and we enjoyed ourſelves as uſual, in 
viſiting only ſuch, whoſe reputation for — and 
piety had rendered famous, and whoſe converſation 


tended both to amend our lives, and inform our 


judgments. We often viſited father Bouhours ; be 
was 
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was a Jeſuit in the college of Louis le Grand, and 
entertained us with that politeneſs ſo peculiar to him- 
ſelf. I ſhould here be unjuſt to his memory, did I 
not mention, that all the times I was in his compa- 
ny, I remarked a certain turn of piety, which run 
through his diſcourſe, and always charmed me to 
lien without ſatiety. One day, as I was in his li- 
brary, and turning over ſome books, he aſked me 
for what kind of reading I had the greateſt taſte ; I 
anſwered, it was for books of morality, where 
the human paſſions are deſcribed, their conduct 
regulated, the beauties of virtue explained, and the 
advantages of a regular life ſet forth; in ſhort, for a 
book, whoſe ſubje& was recommending the real hap- 
pineſs of mankind, I am charmed, replied the good 
man, that you have ſo true a reliſh : It is a ſige, 
my ſon, that your heart is bent upon virtue, and that 
you have a'tained a title beyond all the diſtinctions 
that human greatneſs can beſtow, which is that of 
an honeſt man, This character here, is the greateſt 
ſtep to that of being a Saint hereafter, I replied 
laughing, oor opinion of me is too flattering, I 
know myſelf better ; all the notions I have of virtue 
and wiſdom, are merely in ſpeculation ; whenever I 
come to apply them to practice, I find unſurmount- 
able difficulties, I am not a bit ſurprized at that, 
anſwered he, at the age that you are of, nature will 
always have a ſtruggle with principles; too often ſhe 
is ſucceſsful, and baſes all the 1 of reaſon and 
religion; but whatever conqueſts ſhe may boaſt over 
theſe two great rules of human conduct, ſhe will ne- 
ver be able entirely to efface the impreſſions the 

have made upon a heart, ſuch a I read yours to be. 
For inſtance, (continues he) I ſhall defy you, from 
the knowledge I already have of your character, to 


be ever able to enjoy yourſelf with ſatisfaction a- 
midſt riot and diſorder, your heart will regret the 
loſs of virtue, and conſcience throw a damp upon 
your ſpirits, even in the commiſſion of the moſt Er 
ſual crimes, 
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I paged a very agreeable acquaintance by means 
of the Count de Roſambert, I mean Monſ. Racine, 
I never ſaw a man whoſe genius had ſo fine a 
turn, and whoſe manners were ſo polite, I learn- 
ed from himſelf, that the moſt affecting touches of 
nature in his works, were owing to the reciprocal 
tenderneſs betwixt him and his ſpouſe; and that 
when he would expreſs a ſentiment, which he 
wanted ſhould be felt, or work up an interview, 
more than ordinarily intereſting, the nearer he co- 
Popied the enchanting manner of that charming 
ſpouſe, and the ſoftneſs which ſprung in his own 
heart, during theſe endearing moments, the better 
he ſucceeded, He read us ſome paſſages of the 
hiſtory of Louis the XIVth. and though we could 
not refuſe to do juſtice to the beauty of his ſtile, 
the praiſes of that great Monarch were fo inter- 
mixt With the relation, that we concluded, that 
after-ages would rather read it as a panegyrick than 
A hiſtory. | 

After the Count de Roſambert had got his com- 
miſſion, and was gone to the army in Piedmont, 1 
Felt a ſenſible regret for his abſence, and had cer- 
tainly followed his example, had I been at liberty, 
but I was obliged to wait for the expiration of the 
year of my father's novitiate, that ſo I might put 
my affairs in ſome order; after that I deſigned to 
attend my friend, and learn under him the firft ru- 
diments of war, but Providence had difpoſed other- 
wiſe, a long train of adventures ſeparated us for 
many years, as will be ſeen by che del of theſe 
memoirs. | 
I underſtood by the Father Prior of the Chartreux, 
with whom I had, ever fince our acquaintance, kept 
a ſecret corteſpondence, that the time of my father's 
taking the habit approached, I went-into the coun- 
try, that I might aſſiſt at this mournful ceremony, 
and uſed all my intereſt to have an interview with 
him before he took that irrevocable ftep, having 
ſtill ſome faint hopes to diſſwade him; but he was 
| determined, 
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determined, and let me know, that all my interceſ- 
fon was in vain, and that it would only give 
both him and me a needleſs trouble, if I ſhould 
ſee him *till the, day after his profeſſion; fo I was 
obliged to deſiſt, I went, however, to aſſiſt at this 
melancholly ſolemnity. Curioſity had brought to- 
gether a great multitude of perſons of all ranks, 
who crowded the church: I could not forbear 
ſhedding tears, when I ſaw a father, who was ſo 
dear to me, advance with his viſage pale, and 
his body already emaciated with a courſe of pe- 
nitence : But, good heaven-! what pangs did I 
not feel, when I heard him pronounce the fatal 
Formula? They were ſo violent, that [ was obliged 
to leave the church by a back entry. My father 
was the only perſon there that appeared with indif- 
ference ; you might have ſeen in his looks, a noble 
contempt. of the world, and the compoſure of his 
behaviour was ſuch, as, made him both looked upon, 
and talked, of with admiration, 
The day after that one, 
[ Juem, &C. 
Semper honaratum, fic Dii voluiſtis, habebo. 

he conſented to ſee me by himſelf: I threw myſelf at 
A his knees,, which I kept long graſpt in my hands; 
K At laſt, he rais d me up with a ſmiling countenance, 
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” and placed me in a ſeat near himſelf, The Prior 
* would haye us all dine together, and during din- 
1 ner all our diſcourſe, run upon the pleaſures of ſo- 
litude, the advantages of a religious life, and the 
p contempt, of the world. The Father Prior, who 
4 was a truly pious well-meaning man, was very li- 
| beral in his inſtances of ſeveral great perſons, who 
Ws like my father, had preferred the ſervice of heaven 
5 to all the the temporary advantages upon earth: This 
3 naturally led us into talk about St. Bruno; and I 
4 told the Prior that my belief was very much ſhocked 
BA in the three apparit ons, to that holy man. The 
2 Prior anſwered, that he had met with ſeveral people 
15 who, doubted theſe, fats, but that he thougbt the 
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reaſons for believing them were much more cogent 
than the contrary ; that the reformation of the 
manners, and change of heart, in ſo profligate a 
man, manifeſted the power of God, as much as an 
apparition from the dead can be ſuppoſed to do; 
and that it would be a great blow to N credi- 
bility in general, if no facts were admitted for 
truths, but ſuch as we could account for, and that 
God may have reaſons unknown to us, for permit- 
ting the moſt extraordinary events. Upon this he 
told us the following ſtory, which he ſaid he had 
heard only a few days before: 

In a village of this very province, (ſays he) there 
was a widow lady, in very d circumſtances, 
but was pretty much Fae 74 ears ; ſhe had 
only one En, on whoſe account ſhe had refuſed all 
offers of a ſecond marriage, and to whom ſhe had 
arge a moſt regular pious education. As ſoon as he 

ad attained a certain age, ſhe placed him with an 
attorney, that he might acquire as much knowledge 
of the law, as might ſerve him to manage his own 
private affairs. One day his maſter gave him ſome 
papers, which he told him, were of the utmoſt 
conſequence, defiring he would take care of them, 
not having time to lock them up himſelf. The 
young man, for the greater ſecurity, put them in a 
place where he could not find them again : Some 
time after, the maſter aſked him for the papers, but 
after a long and fruitleſs ſearch, they could not be 
found : The attorney flew into a rage, cried, he was 
Tuin'd, threatened the young man with the utmoſt 
ſeverity of the law, and at laſt actually threw him 
into priſon, deſigning to purſue him for his life 
as a felen, being joined in the proſecution by 
ſome perſons, who were confiderable ſufferers by the 
loſs of the papers. The mother, hearing of her 
ſon's misfortune, was inconſolable ; ſhe prayed to 
heaven, and invoked all the ſaints, but in vain. 
The ſon proteſted he was innocent, and only culpa- 
ble in forgetting the place where he had laid the 


3 , paper 
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papers; but juſtice is deaf to all conſiderations of 
intention, he was in a day or two to have got his 
ſentence. As the afflicted mother was going to 
ſolicit the judge in favour of her ſon, ſhe met 
with a well dreſt man, who aſked her where ſhe 
was going, and why ſhe wept ſo immoderately, 
Having told him the occafion of her tears, if 
that is all the ſubject of your grief {ſays the un- 
known) I can eaſily redreſs you: Upon this, he 
cauſed her to return home, whither he attended her, 
and wrote a letter, which he delivered to her, de- 
firing ſhe would give it to the Judge, who, he 
ſaid, was his particular friend, and would deny 
nothing he ſhould aſk of him. The lady went 
immediately to the Judge, whom ſhe found all 
alone in his cloſet, and as ſoon as ever ſhe came 
in, ſhe preſented the letter. + he Judge had no 
ſooner read a line or two of the letter, than he fell 
into a ſwoon, which alarmed the ladyto that degree, 
that ſhe called out: The ſervants ran immediately 
up ſtairs, and finding their maſter in that conditien, 
would have treated very ill, as if ſhe had been 
the cauſe of it; but the Judge, in the mean time, 
recovering, ordered them to deſiſt. She is by no 


| means guilty (cries he) but I have met with one of 


the moſt ſurprizing occurrences that ever happened : 
This very letter you ſee in my hand, is wrote by 
my father, who has been dead theſe ten years ; I 
am too well acquainted with his writing, to be 
impoſed upon; he tells me, that I was upon the 
brink of committing a moſt horrible murder, with- 
out my knowing it to be ſo: He ſays that this 
lady's ſon is innocent, and for a proof that he is 
ſo, defires me to ſearch ſuch a place in the room, 
where he had laid the papers, and where they will 
ſtill be found: If they are there, as I don't doubt 
but they are, we muſt acknowledge the immediate 


interpoſition of God, who has ſaved me from com- 


mitting a moſt deteſtable crime. They went di- 
rely, and ſearched the place, marked out b y the 
| | tter, 
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letter, where they found the papers bag d; upon 
which, the young man was acquitted with honour. 
The Prior told us this hiſtory; with an air which 
ſhewed he was perfectly perſuaded of its truth: I 
didi not diſpute it, and we paſt the remainivg part of 
my viſit very agrecably; my father gave me ſeveral 
inſtructions for the future conduct of my life; al- 
lowedime to viſit him from time to time, and about 
eight o elock 1 took my leave. 

The Counteſs, who was the ſecond wife of the 
Count my grandfather; had ever ſince her huſband's 
death dwelt in the eaſtle. Altho' the property of it 
was devolved upon me, yet as I was very willing to 
live in friendſhip with her, I was ſo far from hinting 
to her that ſhe ought to chuſe another habitation, 
that I in a manner boarded with her, ſhewing the 
greateſt tenderneſs both for her and her two ſons, and 
ſhe, on the other hand, was extremely civil and com- 
plaiſant to me. During the firſt two or three weeks 
of my ſtaying there, | was entirely taken up in regu- 
lating my affairs, and putting in order the papers 
which- belonged to the eſtate, except ſometimes that 
went to ſee my father, or the Chevalier my 
grand ſat her; and when the hurry of buſineſs was 
over, I employed ſome hours of the afternoon in 
hunting: While 1 was in this courſe of, life, I paſt 
my time very happily ; but when T'began-to-take 
the management of 'my- eſtate into my own hands, 
and looked a little narrowly into the accounts of the 
family, and the affairs of my tenants, ' La Brie 
came one morning, and told me, that Madam, my 
mother in law was preparing to leave the caſtle, 
with her children, in order to go and live with het 
father, who poſſeſſed a ſmall eſtate near mine; I was 
ſurprized with this news, but was conſcious I had 
given her no provocation by my behaviour for her 
to take ſuch a ſtep; however, I comforted myſelf 
with refleQing, that as I had done nothing to de- 
ſerve ſuch a treatment, the world would throw all 
the blame of our ſeparation upon her; 1 ſeemed 33 
£1 Co 16% 104861 9754 BANG IATTIENT DES N99 
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if T had been entirely ignorant of the affair, and al- 
ter d noti-ing of my former behaviour to her. The 
evening before ſhe was to ſet out, ſhe came to m 
chamber with her two ſons; and there thank'd me for 
all the kindneſſes I had ſhewn her and her children; 
but hoped that I would excuſe her if ſhe left my 
houſe her father being yery earneſt that ſhe ſhould 
come ard live with him; that the reſpect ſhe- owed 
him as a pa ent, obliged her to comply with his re- 
queſt, which the Jefpned to do next day, That 
in parting with me ſhe ſhould never be the leſs 
grateful for the favours I had ſhewn her, nor leſs 
willing to ſerve me. I anſwered her, that I was 
very much ſurprized at the ſudden refolution ſhe 
had taken to leave the caſtle, where, while ſhe 
ſtaid ſhe ſhould always be miſtreſs. That I ſome- 
times ſaw Monſieur her father, who could bear me 
witneſs, that I had never failed in the reſpe& I owed 
her. As to what related to the ſucceſſion to my grand- 
father's eſtate, ſhe need be under no apprehenſions 
upon that account; fince I would grant her all that 


oo Fo dd. Dato lh, or OR 


it ſhe could aſk. After this I embraced my two un- 
y cles, eſpecially the Chevalier, who was a moſt lovely 
13 boy. Then I took my leave of the Counteſs, and 
in that was the laſt time | ever ſaw ber; her viſit was 
| ſhort, fur ſhe pretended ſhe had a great many things 
Ke to put in order, being to ſet out early the next morn- 
, ing; which accordingly ſhe did, before I got out of 
he bed. I went the next day and told this paſſage to my 
rie randfather, who was as little concerned on that 
ny ead as myſelf ; but after three o'clock in the af- 
le; ternoon, hav og done with dinner, 1 obſerved Scoti 
ner galloping towards us upon one of my horſes. I Was 


well acquainted with his diſcretion, and concluded 
that it maſt be ſomething more than ordinary that 
occaſioned his haſte. He came up ſtairs with a 
very frightned air, and told us that there h dome 
people come to the caſtle after I left it, emanding 
to ſee me; that he took them immediately to be 
| E officers 
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officers of juſtice, and that after having waited ſome 
time with impatience, they produced an order of the 
council of — by virtue of which they clapt ſeals 
*0 all the doors and windows in the caſtle, except 
-thoſe of my own apartment; that all my ſervants 
were in a conſternation how to behave, but that 
he had prevailed with them not to make any refi- 
Nance, till ſuch time as he had acquainted me, and 

ot my orders. Upon this I adviſed with my grand- 
father about the propereſt meaſures that were to be 
taken: He was of opinion, that we ought to be af. 
ſured · of the fact by our own eyes, ſo we went directly 
to the caſtle; the officers underſtanding I was ar- 
rived, .came to me and preſented me with a paper, 
intimating the contents of it by word of mouth ; it 
was an order from the council of —— import- 
ing that within eight days I ſhould leave the houſe 
of the count de , where I had no right to re- 
main, and that I ſhould appear after the eight days 
were expired, before their court, to -give an ac- 
eount of my intromiſſion, with the papers and rents 
of the eſtate ſince my grandfather's death, Sur- 
Prized with ſuch a ſummons, I begged the officer 


who ſeemed to have the greateſt authority, to let 
me know upon, what grounds the council of | 
proceeded in this caſe. He told me, that my grand- c 
father's wife having given in an information, that ! | 
was born out of the kingdom, from a marriage f 
which was made contrary to the laws of France, ſhe b 
had obtained the two arrets that they now intimated © 
to me, by one of which I was x Aran incapa- tl 
ble to ſucceed to my grandfather's eſtate, and by 0 
the other I was declared illegitimate, and diſcharged th 
to uſe the name or title of the family, and that I ar 
muſt take the beſt meaſures I could for my defence. lo 

The Chevalier, my grandfather, was-of opinion, fa 
that reſiſtance in that caſe was uſeleſs, and that fa 
1 had nothing to do but to ſubmit ; I called the an 


officers, and told them I would conſider of the affair — 
they of 


ey 


Man ff QuALIT x. 7; 
they came about, and deſired they would retire ; but 
there were two of them who let me underſtand 
that they had oiders to remain on the ſpot. In 
the perplexity 1 was in, I ſubmitted to this hard- 
ſhip, and ſhut myſelf up with my grandfather in 
my room, to conſult what was to be done ; but as 
we were ignorant of the chicane of the law, and 
the forms of their proceedings, we reſolved to apply 


to ſome of the moſt famous advocates in; 


They gave us very dark conſultations, they all una- 
2 agreed that my father's marriage was con- 
trary to the laws, and that he had committed an 
irreparable overſight, in not procuring letters of 
legitimation for his children, aftag he was re- 
turned from France; that the laws wereVery poſitive 
upon thit head, and that in ſhort my caſe was deſpe- 
rate, I wrote to Paris, and had the ſame anſwer from 
ſome of the moſt celebrated lawyers there. But that 
I might not accuſe myſelf of not having done all 
the juſtice. to my right I could, I put my cauſe 
in the hands of a famous advocate there, who aſ- 
ſured me of his utmoſt zeal ; and then I retired into 
the country to live with my grandfather, and ex- 
pect the iſſue of an affair, on which I had ſo much 
depending. By good fortune I had depoſited in 
his hands about 50,000 crowns, before I ſet out 
for Paris. This ſum I had got from my father, 
being part of the ſtock he had gained while trad- 
ed at N - and was all that remained to me of 
the great fortune which I bel eved myſelf poſſeſſor 
of. In the mean time the counteſs was ſo active, 
that in four or five months time ſhe obtained an 
arret. by which her children were declared the 
ſole heirs to the «ſtate of the Count my grand- 
father, and my pretenſions were ſet aſide ; all the 
favour I had, was an annuity of 2000 crowns, 
and liberty to carry the title of the Marquis de 
——, Which till that time I ſtill bore. The heirs 
of my firſt grandmother vp in their claim next, 
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as repreſenting her, which they pretended they did, 
ſince | was declared illigitimate, and they ſtripped 
me of the reverſion I had by my annuity. Thus by 
a ſudden turn ſaw myſelf, from being one of the 
richeſt men in chat province, reduced to the proſpect 
of miſery. 2 

I muſt here obſerve, that this ſtroke of fortune, 
which would have born ſo hard upon another of my 
age, made very little impreſſion upon me. My 
mother's death, and the tragical end of my ſiſter, 
the 'retreat of my father, and my converſations 
with the count de Roſambert, inſpired. me with a 
kind of inſenſibility to misfortunes, and gave me 
ſuch a diſguſt of life, that every thing that hap- 
pened in it was indifferent to me. it was not fo 
with my grandfather the Chevalier, who laid my 
misfortunes ſo much to heart, that they, joined to 
his great age, brought him in a ſhort time to 
the grave. There was nothing left now for me 
in the world, that could engage my attachment 
to it, and I was almoſt ready to follow the. ex- 
amp.e of my father, in retiring from it I con- 
ficere ', that in the {.tuation in which I was, I muſt 
lead a very harraſſed and unſettled life; and my 
honour forbad me to continue in the province, or 
even in the kingdom, where 1 had met with fo fig- 
nal a reverſe of fortune. 
The advent res of the count de Roſambert 
brought to my memory all the ſcenes of life, in which 
a man is obliged to act, who is baniſhed from his 
country, and diſguſted me very much ut that way 
of life; I concluded then, that after I had loſt 
all my friends and my eftate,' I ought to ſacrifice 
my liberty (which was almoſt the only thing [ 


had remaining) to heaven. Life (thought I) is ſo 


ſhort, its enjoyments fo falſe and fleeting, and the 
opportunities of doing good ſo few, that this 1s the 
only method I ought to take; beſides, the proſpet 
I have for the future part of my life, is ſo _— 

that 
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that what can I propoſe but an uninterrupted chain 
of vexation and diſappointment ? hen | will heſi- 


tate no more, but reſolve to dedicate the remaining” 
part of my days to a ſervice, where the ſatisfac- 


tions are unallayed, nd the reward certain; let me 


make a merit of this choice, while it is choice, 


and not wait till it becomes involuntary, as it muſt 


do if J am not ſoon determined. Twenty or thirty 


years hence, it will be the only courſe left me to 
appeaſe the anger of heaven ; which will undoubt- 
edly be raiſed by my purſuits in a long tract of 
fins. While I was thus wavering, the Prince de 
Tour Taxis paſſed by——, which 1s a little village, 
about three leagues from the place where I then was. 
He had heard of my misfortune, and perhaps had 
got too favourable an idea of my perſon from what 
had been repreſented to him; however he had the 


2 to intereſt himſelf in my misfortunes, and 
e 


nt his gentleman to oler me his ſervices. Tis 


true he pretended to be a relation of our family, 


and pleaded a kind of merit in the alliance: I 


waited on hem myſelf to return him thanks, and 


had a very civil reception; he condoled with me up- 
on my fortune, and uſed all the arguments he was 
maſter of to engage me in the ſervice of Spain, 
promiſing me all his intereſt for my advancement. 
His reaſons were ſo plauſibla, that I began to heſi- 
tate if I ſhould take his advice or not; at laſt I con- 
ſented to follow him to Bruſſels, referving however 
the liberty to determine mylelf after | was there. 
He offered to ſtay till I was in readineſs to go, if 


it did not require a long time for that purpoſe. 


I only ſought a day, which I employed in bidding 
adieu to my father, and putting in order what 1 
may call the ſhipwreck of my fortune. I con- 
verted what i had yet remaining into bills of ex- 
change, and diſtributed to ſome of the domeſtics 
that were then with me, all the moveables 1 had 
about me, which were not proper to carry along 


E 3 with 


7 
"IH 


* 


FR 


A 


" E . — £ 
= 4 —_— 

: £ r 7 
. — *. 3 5 


a. > 
5 1 3 
a 1 2 8 
hy . 


2 
11 24 


ww» I 
iS 2; - 
” wa} 


— 


" 
— * 9 
— | , _ - — 
— 8 


18 os 
pry Ss. 
nes 
oc * 


Or gs 
na af © 


* 


* 4 7 8 EA 


CSS EC 
— — — - 


MASS 


PE 


— — — 
. 2. 2 


— 
= 


- 


* 


b 
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with myſelf. I gave de Brie the greateſt ſhare, as 
due to his long and faithful ſervices, being now too 
old to follow my fortunes; but when 1 was going off 
without him, he made a lamentation which pierced 
me to the heart. 

I ſet out with the Prince de Tour, attended only 
by Scoti, and we arrived without any accident at 
Bruſſels ; I ſoon contracted an acquaintance with ſe- 
veral of the Spaniſh officers there, who offered me their 
intereſts and ſervices, and what gave me a greater 
advantage was, that I had a 1elation of my own. 
name in a conſiderable military employment under 
the King of Spain. But after mature deliberation, 
I concluded that I could not, with any decency, 
carry arms againſt my natural ſovereign. I called 
to mind the delicacy of the Count de Roſambert on 
that head, who when the Emperor had declared 
war againſt France, quitted his ſervice, and I re- 
ſolved to imitate him in this reſpect. There was at 
that time great talk of a conſiderable armament, 
which the Prince of Orange was making in Holland, 
in order to invade England ; and tho'that Prince was 
very reſerved, and cautious of declaring his intent ions, 
there was nobody who doubted but that he would 
take advantage of the diſſatis factioa, which at that 
time reigned in the kingdom, and endeavour to 
place the crown upon his own head. He was in- 
vited over by the general voice of the people, and 
a conſiderable body of the nobility, whom King 
James had diſobliged; his houſe was continually 
filled with Engliſh malecontents, who not only per- 
ſuaded him of the probability of ſucceſs and the 
little difficulty he would meet with, but furniſhed him 
with money to forward his preparations, I ſhall not. 
enter into a detail of that famous expedition, in 
which I was in perſon ; only 1 ſhall mention ſome 
particular circumſtances, which may ſerve to give 
the reader an idea of the perſonal characters of 
theſe two princes, King James and King William. f 
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I arrived at the Hague in the month of April, 
1688, furniſhed with recommendations from per- 
ſons of the greateſt diſtinction in Bruſſels ; oh by 
their means I eaſily had acceſs to the Prince of 
Orange, to whom I offered my ſervices :' He received 
me in a cold but civil manner; he promiſed to re- 
member me in the firſt promotion of officers ; and 
within 8 days was as good as his word. He ordered 
me to be called into his bed-room from his anti- 
chamber,. where I was walking with an Engliſh- 
gentleman. | have got a very good character 
aid he] both of yourſelf and your family, and if 
you will enter into my ſervice, you may have a 


lieutenancy of my guards, which is now to diſpoſe 


of, till I ſhall have an opportunity to do ſomething”: 
farther for you. 

I thanked him for the honour he conferred upon 
me, aſſuring him of all due return of gratitude ; 
and the day after I took my poſt in his guards. 
My zeal and aſſiduity made me ſoon to be diltin-- 
guiſhed by the Prince among the numbers that daily 
courted favours, as if they had already foreſeen 
the happy ſucceſs of- his expedition. About 13” 
days before he was to embark for England, he com- 
manded me to ſet out for that kingdom, with about 
15,000 copies of a manifeſto, . which he had ordered 
to be printed at the Hague. I was charged to ſend: 
them to ſuch and ſuch towns, directed under cover 
to ſome of the greateſt” men in the nation, who+ 
undertook to diſperſe them among the popalhce,. 
upon the firſt news of the Prince's embarkation. 
This manifeſto contained an account of the motives- 
of his entering England at the head of an army, 
with proteſtations of his affection and eſteem for 
the nation, and the earneſt deſire he had to deliver 
them from the hardſhips under which they groaned. 
He declared he would prote& none who oppoſed: 
the eſtabliſhment either. of church or ſtate upon 
the legal footing ; that all his deſign was to reſtore 
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the public. tranquility, and affiſt ſuch as had the 
good of their country really at heart TI acquitted 
myſelf very happily of this commiſſion, and re- 
paired afterwards to the ſea-coaſts of England, to 
wait for the arriva of the Prince of Oringe ; I did 
not exactly know where he would land, that part 
of the ſcheme not having been concerted before J 
left Holland ; but I ſoon learned. that his fleet hav- 
ing been put back by contrary winds, he had at laſt 
landed at Torbay, and Lime in Dor etſhire, where I 
went to join him. The manifeſto, which was diſ- 
perſed all over the kingdom, had a ſurpriing effeQ ; 
and the Dutch army, which at landing conſiſted only 
of 13 or 1,,000 men, was ſoon encreaſed by the 
ſudden deſertion of the beſt part of King James's ar- 
my. My lord Churchill, ſo famous atterwards by 
the name of the duke of Marlbornugh, prince 
George of Denmark, the duke of Ormond, and a 
great many other lords of the firſt quality came to 
the Prince of Orange's camp, and informed him 
that the king his father in law had advanced as 
far as Saliſbury to give him battle; but that inti— 
midated by the deſertion of his troops, and the 
diſſatisfaction which reigned amongſt the few that 
remained, he had returned to London, The next 
day commiſſioners arrived from the King, with 
powers to treat of an accommodation ; but the Prince 
told them he could not determine any thing, till he 
got to London : This doubtful dark anſwer threw 
the King into the utmoſt conſternation, and made 
him reſolve to retire to France. But meeting with 
contrary winds and a rough ſea, he was put back 
to Feverſham ; from whence an expreſs was imme- 
diately diſpatched to the Prince of Orange, to know 
his pleaſure. The Prince called a cabinet council, 
to conſult upon the propere:t meaſures he ſhould 
take in ſo delicate a juncture; and after it was over, 
he ſent orders to thoſe who had the cuſtody of 
the King at Feverſham, to conduct him to 3 
an 
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and treat him with all the reſpect due to his 
dignity : and at the fame time ſent off ſeveral 
other expreſſes to different quarters. At evening 
he-called General Warnef, who was a Hollander, 
and had a great ſhare of the Prince's favour, into 
his cloſet ; where he talked with him about a quarter 


of an hour, and then called me by my name to- 


come in likewiſe : | was in the antichamber, and 
after we had ſhut the cloſet door, the Prince or- 
dered both of us to fit down. The King (ſays he) 
is come back to London, after endea\ouring'in vain 
to eſcape to France: They who prevented his e- 
ſcape have been very ignorant of my real intereſt, 
and the greatelt ſervice that could have been done- 
me, had been to have allowed him to retire, My 
deſign is, at preſent, to get him to go to Rocheſter, 
where [ will have him guarded, but fo looſely, that 
he may meet with no obſtacle to his eſcape, which. 
I know he will again attempt: for that purpoſe, . 
] have pitched upon you two, as the Beſt affected 
to my ſervice. He is to be attended by ſuch of his 
guards as are moſt faithful to him, and they 
ſhall be of his own chuſing; but tne greateſt. 
number of them ſhall take their orders from me. 
When he tampers with his own guards for his 
eſcape, do you take no notice of it, but allow him 
to be gone, till you think he is fairly embarked, . 
and then you may make a very ſtrict ſearch, as if 
you would be ruined for allowing him to eſcape, 
and purſue him to the ſea fide. You will eafily 
comprehend (continues the Prince) what my defign 
in this is: It is the only means to reſtore tranqui- 
lity to Britain, and peace to Europe, and time muſt 
determine the reſt. In the mean time, I commit 
the moſt important concern I have to your manage- 
ment, and you need not doubt, upon the faithful ex- 
ecution of your duty, to find me grateful. 

As we were coming out of the cloſet, we met my 
Lord ——, who taking us apart, told us; I am 
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very well apprized of what the Prince has given you 
in commiſſion, as I am in the ſecret, and can put 
you upon a method of doing him yet a more a- 
greeable piece of ſervice. You are to watch nar- 
rowly the time of the King's eſcape, and purſue 
him before he reaches the ſea fide, and when you 
_ overtake him, if any of his guards offer the leaſt 
reſiſtance, diſpatch every man there, without even 
ſparing the Royal perſon. But my Lord, (anſwered 
I) we had no ſuch orders from the Prince. Don't 
you know, (replied he) that theſe fort of commiſ- 
fions are underſtood at half a word ? I thought 
my Lord ——— did not ſpeak ſo, without having 
received ſecret orders from the Prince for ſo doing, 
and promiſed to ſerve the Prince as far as I could, 
with his and my own honour. But I have under- 
ſtood fince, that far from approving of his treache- 
ry, the Prince had diſgraced him, upon his making 
a merit of the villainous commiſſion he had given 
us. We ſet out next day for London, with a party 
of the Prince's guards, where we found the King, 
whom we told with a great deal of reſpect, that the 
Prince of Orange hoped his Majefty would retire for 
ſome time to Rocheſter, and that we might have 
the honour to attend him; The King anſwered, 
that he mult make a virtue of neceſſity, and that he 
was ready to ſet out whenever we had a mind. We 
left London on November 25, and the Prince made 
his entry into it the next day. 

Rocheſter 1s an agreeable town, about thirty miles 
from London, on the fide of the Medway. over which 
there 15 a bridge. The King took up his quarters 
at ® Sir Richard Head's, in the High Street, and we 
kept guard at the door as at St. James's. He 
went ſeldom out, knowing very well, he had but 
the appearance of liberty. For ſome days after 
he came to Rocheſter, he was very lonely, nobody 


* Now in the poſſeſſion of Alderman Wharam ; the apartments 
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venturing to viſit him; but in a little time, when 
ir was known that none were debarred that privi - 
lege, his chamber was crouded with ſome of the 
moſt faithful of his ſubjects, who flocked to of- 
fer him their ſervices, ſome in publick, and others 
in private, It was on one of theſe days I firſt had 
the honour to talk to the King : That poor Prince 
had all the cruel agitations of his ſoul painted on 
his countenance ; he often repeated theſe words to 
me, You will ſee that this will end in ſomething 
&« that is fatal. The Engliſh - are innocent; I own 
« they have ſome reaſon, and my zeal for my Reli- 
gion has made me take ſome very provoking ſteps, 
«© and commit ſeveral conſiderable faults, But for 
« you French, what can be your motives to be my 
© enemies? I am not hated in France too,” No, 
Sir, anſwered 1, your Majeſty is not, and for my 
own ſhare, there is no Frenchman has a truer eſteem 
for, and greater diſpoſitions to do your Majeſty ſer- 
vice: But when a man's fortune is not in his own 
hands, he is oftentimes obliged to follow meaſures, 
which are contrary to his own inclinations. Great 
Kings are not the only perſons that are ſubject to 
eee He was curious after this to know my 
reaſons for following the Prince of Orange into Eng- 
land, and what poſt J held under him; I ſatisfied 
him in as few words as I could, and he ſeemed very 
attentive, and even touched with my rela ion. I own, 
that when I reflected upon the misfortunes of this 
poor Prince: I was ſtartled at the commiſſion with 
which 1 was charged; to be acceſſary, not only to 
the depoſing, but to the murder of a King, was fo 
ſhocking, that 1 could not endure the thoughts. of 
it. But on the other hand, it was baſe to betray a 
Prince, who had honoured me with his confidence. 
Beſides, it was as much as my life was worth not 
to execute his orders, 1 was a ſtranger in Eng- 
land, had no place of ſafety where I might fly to, 
and all the ſea ports were ſtrictly watched by the 

Prince's 
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84 MEMOIRS of a 
Prince's orders, and if I remained in England, I 
muſt inevitable be ruined, While I was in theſe 
perplexities, general Warnef came from time to 
time, . adviſing me, that the King was contriving 
Lis eſcape, and. defired my opinion, how we ought 
to behave, in order not to miſs our aim. It was 
with great uneaſineſs that I heard him, and I en- 
deavoured all I could to put it out of his head, an- 


ſwered him, that I had been very watchful over the 


King's motions, but that I could diſcover nothing 
that looked like a flight. Warnef was a brave 
ſoldier, but devoted to the Prince o! Orange almoſt 
to enthuſiaſm, My Lord —— had pitched upon 
us two as fitteſt for the defign we were about, becauſe 
being ſtrangers, we could nat he ſuppoſed to have 
any attachment to the King's perſon ; but he was 
deceived, for Iwrotetheſe words upon a piece of paper, 


Fly, great Monarch, as ſpeedily as you can; 


* your guard is but ſlight, and there will be no dif- 
* ficulty in your making your eſcape; if you are pur- 


« ſued, take care to make. no reſiſtance, if you do, 


* yeu muſt periſh,” Rs: 
T placed this billet upon the table, in the Kin.”s 
oratory, where be. went always twice a-day, and 
where l was ſure he would find it, and then [ 
r tired with as much expedition as I could; I was 


afraid, left it ſhould give him too much uneaſineſe, 


. 


Which in alarm. Warnef; but the next time I 
ſaw him, 


informed Warnef, that a. courier had arrived for 


me, to come and ſpeak with the Prince of Orange, 


but that probably, I would return next morning 
early, 1 took poſt-borſes. for London, thro' which 
I paſs'd without being known, having taken the 

recaution to prep-re what I ſhould anſwer to the 
| 1 Orange, in caſe | had been obliged to ſee 
him. I made directly for Southampton, where | 


knew a. part of the fleet which brought over the 


Prince 


| ob erved him narrowly, and found he 
was perf. Aly maſter of his features, altho' one could: 
perceive he was a little troubled, About evening, 
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with as much expedition as poſſible, as they -ſhould 


impoſe upon Warnef, and ordered him to come as ſoon 


Leyden, Rotterdam, and many other cities of that 


when 1 arrived, as I perceived by the bonfires 


The poor fellow, who had a much more elevated 
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his pupil, expreſſed great joy upon ſeeing me again. 
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"That King James, in the night-time, had eſcaped 
from Rocheſter, and was purſued by Warnef, but 
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prince ſtill lay, 1 was fo expeditious that I reached 
Southampton that very night. I told the officer 
that I was going to Holland, upon affairs of the laſt 
importance, by order of the Prince; and that I mutt. 
be furniſhed with the beſt failing ſtip in the fleet, 
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anſwer it to the Prince. I was perſonally acquainted 
with ſeveral of them, and not one of them ſuſpect- 
ed me; the veſſel was got ready by midnight, and we 
landed in eighteen hours at the Brill. 1 forgot to 
mention that I left Scoti at Rocheſter, the better to 
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as he could to Cologn ; from whence | would write 
to him when I arrived. I left the Brill; and paſſed 
thro? Utrecht and Nimeguen; which I was curious to 
ſee before J left Holtand; having ſeen Amſterdam, 
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fine country, during the time I was there before. I 
reached Colognion Chriſtmas day, 1688. This city 
was then in poſſeſſian of Prince Clement of Eavaria, 
and the rejoicings for his ſucceſſion were ftill laſting - 


and maſquerades F ſaw when ! entered the city. 
I took up lodging at the Poſt-houſe, where it 
was eaſieſt for Scott» to find me. I expected him 
for three weeks. and began to deſpair of his com- 
ing, when one day | ſaw him enter my room. 
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way of thinking, than people of his rank are uſed 
to have, and who looked upon me in ſome ſenſe, as 
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I aſked him how he got out of England, he told me 
that my flight was not diſcovered” till four days 
after | was gone; and that Warnef, as ſoon as he 
knew of it clapped him up in priſon, that he might 
diſcover where I was; but that not being able to 
underſtand any thing by him, he was ſet at liberty. 
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the Parliament had come to a reſolution to make 
an offer of the crown to the Prince of Orange, 
and that the nation was in perfect tranquility, I 
ſtayed ſome time at Cologn, in order to give Scoti 
ſome time to reſt himſelf. And I underſtood from 
ſeveral German officers, who were then making re- 
cruits, . that the diet of Ratiſbon had declared France 
and Cardinal Furſtenburgh enemies to the Empire ; 
and that in all appearance the war would ſoon break 
out betwixt the two crowns. This news gave me 
ſome pain; I deſigned to enter into the Emperor's 
ſervice againſt the Turks, and was afraid that he 
would be ſo warmly puſh'd by France, that he would 
clap up a peace with the Infidels, which would 
quite diſconcert my meaſures, for I was reſolved 
never to carry' arms againſt France ; but ſome 
days after I read in the news-papers, that Prince 
Lewis of Baden was ſent to the Danube to com- 
mand againſt the Turks, I then made all the haſte: 
1 could to reach Vienna, before the carapaign open- 
ed, in hopes to get ſome commiſſion, I found that 
City in the utmoſt hurry, about theſe warlike prepa- 
rations ; the Emperor Leopold being reſolved that 
year, to attack vigorouſly. the Turks, that ſo he 
might force them to a peace, and be left at leiſure 
to carry on war againſt France, which he was reſolv- 
ed to break with. 

My: firſt difficulty was to find a Patron, that is, 
ſome General Officer, who would accept of my 
ſervices. 1 endeavoured for this purpoſe to make 
ſome acquaintance at court ; my equipage and dreſs 
were tolerably fine, my ſtature tall, and the long 
fair hair which I had, gave me great advantages, as 
to my perſon; but theſe conſiderations avail but 
little at a court, where a man has the misfortune to 
be unacquainted. I underſtood that the propereſt 
way to introduce myſelf, was by gaming; and ac- 
cordingly took care every night to be at the Coun- 
teſs de Caprara's houſe, where the gaming aſſem- 
blies were held. I neither won nor loſt much here, 

5 except 
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except that I gained the friendſhip of the Count de 
Vieneratſz, who was a member of the Imperial Coun- 
cil, and gave me great demonſtrations of his af- 
fection. I won a thouſand crowns of him in ready 
money, and 2000 Franks upon his parole; as he 
was going away, he defired me to ſtep along with 
him into his coach, and he would carry me to his 
palace, where he would pay me; I anſwered, that 
the 2000 Franks was a trifle, which I did not 
mind after the play was over, but that I would 
do myſelf the honour to ſee him home. He did 
not believe I was ſerious, till we came to his palace, 
where he was ſurprized to hear me bid him good 


night; he defired me to take the debt he owed me; 


I anſwered, that I never minded any debts that 
were owing by play : And (replied he) I never for- 
get to pay them ; and I beg that you wall not only 
go along with me, to receive your money, but do 
me the favour to ſup with me. I ſhould have 
been both rude and imprudent, had I refuſed his 
civilities in the fituation I was. 1 went in with 
the Count, and the firſt thing he did, was to force 
me to accept of the 2000 Franks. We then fat 
down to ſupper; there was nobody preſent befides 
ourſelves, except the Count's two ſons, the younger 
of whom was a captain in the Tegiment of the 
Baron de Roſech his uncle. The diſcourſe run for 
ſame time upon the agreeableneſs of France, aud 
particularly Paris. The two young gentlemen aſked 
me a thouſand queſtions, about the court and perſon 
of Lewis the XIV. and about the ladies, their 
dreſs, gallantry, and beauty, which I took care to 
praiſe verymuch. But, ſays one of them, if France 
is ſo agreeable a country, why did you leave it? I 
told them, my motive for leaving it, was to ſerve 
the Emperor againſt the Turks, but that I was like 
to be deprived of that pleaſure, by being acquainted 
with nobody to introduce me to a general officer, 
My ſon, here (anſwered the Count) ſhall introduce 
you to the Baron de Roſech, who is my brother, 
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and if you have a mind I ſhall write along with you, 
that he may make you acquainted with Prince Lewis 
of Baden. 

I anſwered, that his offers were too much, both 
for my honour and intereſt, for me to refuſe them; 
but that it would be ſufficient in the firſt cam- 
paign, if I were recommended by him to the Ba- 
ron de Roſech, under whom I deſigned to ſerve as a 
volunteer, and that I would let my merit and ſervi— 
ces recommend me to the Prince. After this 1 had 
free acceſs to the Prince de Vieneratſz, and I con- 
tracted an intimacy with Monfieur de Marinier his 
ſecond ſon; he was a young gentleman of great 
hopes, and made me acquainted with ſeveral perſons 
of diſtinction, during the time I ſtayed at Vienna, 
I will relate one adventure of the many that happen- 
ed to me at Vienna ; which may ſerve to give my 
Reader an idea of the German gallantry and plea- 
fare. Monſieur Varinier was in love with a very 
pretty girl, whom he very of en carried me to viſit, 
who had another lover likewiſe, a gentleman of the 
army, and the two rivals uſed very frequently, 
without giving the leaſt ſign of jealouſy, to meet 
one another \ery civilly at their miſtreſs*s lodg- 
ings. She was ſo well aſſured of their peaceable 
diſpoſitions, that ſhe ſometimes took a pleaſure 
in playing the one againſt the other, and ſetting 
them together by the ears about trifles. One day, 
as we were talking about drinking, ſhe told my 
friend Marinier, that ſhe thought he could not 
drink ſo much as Rollis (which was the name of 
his rival) without being fuddled. Marinier thought 
that his honour was concerned; and that he was 
obliged to give proofs of his bravery, and upon 


this challenged Rollis to drink with him; the 


preliminaries were ſettled, and by conſent of both 
1 the lady was to be judge, and the field of 
attle was to be at a famous Innkeeper's, whoſe name 
was Vicklof. The combat was to laſt four hours, 
when the antagoniſts were to preſent . 
ore 
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fore the lady, who ſhould determine which of them 
was moſt fuddled ; and if one of them was left on 
the ſpot, the other was to preſent himſelf as a mark 
of bis victory, and I was choſen to be ſpectator. 
Next day, which was the day appointed, Monſieur 
Marinier came and awakened me about fix in the 
morning : Riſe, my friend, (cries he, pulling open 
the bed-curtains we have no time to loſe, let us 
be going : | Legged h m to moderate his paſſion for 
glory: Your ſpirits beat fo high, aid I to him) 
that | foreſee they will be exhauſted before the end 


of eight hours, and the day is long enough: But, 


my friend, what would you think if your enemy 
is all this time plotting for your diſgrace, by putting 
ſome trick upon you, which may diſable you for the 
encoun er? 1 he enterprize is of great moment, con- 
tinues I very gravely, and you ought to manage 
with prudence ; what if we ſhould counterplot him, 
and gain by ſtratagem, what perhaps you will fail 
of by force; who could blame you ? A 
Dolus an Virtus quis in Hoſte requirat ? 

Be adviſed by me for once; 1 know of an excel- 
lent preſervative againft being fuddled; it is only 
taking > — What, anſwers Marinier, interrupt- 
ing me, do you believe I have a ſoul that will think 
of ſo cowardly an advantage? Can you think me 
capable to entertain a thought of conquering by 
any other method, than my own bravery ? No! 
| diſdain it, and [I never thought the French were 
ſuch cowards. After a great deal of talk to this 
purpoſe, I endeavoured to make him reliſh my ad- 
vice, which I could by no other way than citing the 
example of all generals, antient and modern, who 
were never aſhamed to owe their ſuperiority over 
their enemies to ſtratagem, as well as to force and 
courage. At laſt I prevailed upon him to allow 
the ingredients to be brought, which compoſed the 
beverage he was to drink; I took ſome of it along 
with him, and thus we went to battle armed up to the 
throats, The enemy was ſtalking fiercely about the 
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field, when we arrived. I read his hopes of conqueſt, 


and his ardor ſparkling in his eyes, and we all ſat 


down together; the two combatants were for en- 


countering preſently. Soft and fair, pentlemen 
(cried I) allow me to be of the firſt attack; let us, 
without animoſity, all firſt breakfaſt together, and 
then. I will leave the field clear for the champions. 
After they had complied with my motion, I ſeated 


myſelf in an arm-chair about three yards from the 


table, which was inſtantly filled with bottles. I had 
adviſed my. friend to ply his foe at firſt briſkly with 
bumpers, and not mind any ſmall glaſſes. - The po. 
tion he had taken was of ſuch a quality, that the wine 


paſſed through him almoſt as quickly as he drank it, 


and he ſoon filled a large chamber- pot. They in an 
inſtant diſpatched the health of the Emper- 
or, the Imperial Family, Prince Lewis of Baden, 
their own Miſtreſs's, and mine: The battle grew got, 


LexaQly obſerved all their motions, and had leiſure, 


in the progreſs of their drunkenneſs, to make large 
reflections upon the extravagance of men, who —_ 
a merit of diveſting themſelves of reaſon, and level. 
ling themſelves with brutes, or rather worſe. Their 
example had ſuch force upon. me, that I put on afirm 
reſolution of ſobriety, which I have obſerved ever 
ſince that time. The battle laſted for about three 


hours ;-at laſt the tongue of poor Rollis began to fal- 


ter, his eyes to ſwim, and his hand to be unſteady: 
He tottered ſor ſome time upon the chair, but endea- 
vouring to get-up,. he tumbled headlong upon the 
floor; I went to help him, and aſked him if he was 
— ; he ſtammered out an anſwer, by which I un- 
derſtood, he would not allow me, and then he fell 
faſt aſleep upon the floor. Marinier, exulting with 
conqueſt, drank ſeveral glaſſes upon the body of his 
overthrown enemy, and ſung a ſong of triumph with 
a bumper in his hand ; he took particular care to 
defire me, that I would bear witneſs of the laſt exploit 
to his Miſtreſs ; before whom we immediately went. 


She diverted. herſelf ſome time with Marinier, who 
was: 
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vas not ſo totally deprived of his ſenſes, but that he 


could walk without being aſſiſted. I made him be 
ut to bed, and after he had ſlept fix or ſeven hours, 
he awaked as well as ever. 

In the ſpring we ſet out from Vienna, for the 
regiment of Roſech, which had. paſſed the winter 
at Novibazar, a little village in Servia, which pro- 
vince was at that time the ſeat of the war. The 
campaign opened early, and as ſoon as all the army 
was aſſembled, Prince Lewis advanced to give the 
infidels battle. The campaigns in which he had 
ſerved againſt them before, made him maſter of the- 
methods moſt proper for attacking them. He knew 
how to take advantage of the bad diſcipline obſerv- 
ed among their troops, and the conſternation into 
which their former loſſes had thrown them. We 
took ſome places with little reſiſtance, but theſe 
were but preludes to the campaign. We marched till 
we came to a river called Morave ; it was then that 
I firſt ſaw the Baron de Roſech, who came to put 


himſelf at the head of his regiment, We were in- 


formed, that a detachment of about 10,000 men from 
the Turkiſh army was arrived at Jagodin, which is 
a village about a league diſtant from the place we. 
were then in. The Prince ordered the army to march 
and attack them, which we did very vigoroufly ;. 
the Turks, at firft fought very bravely, but in a 
ſhort time, we were ſurprized to ſee them all turn 
their backs ; there was a conſiderable number killed: 
in the battle and flight. and we remained maſters of 
their camp and fixty pieces of their cannon, befides a. 
large quantity of their powder and ammunition... 
Prince Lewis underſtanding, by ſome Turkiſh priſo- 
ners, that the main body of their army was not far. 
off, and that it was conſiderably more numerous than 
ours, called a council of war, to deliberate how to 
act; moſt part of the officers were of opinon, that 
he ought to fortify himſclf in his camp, and wait. 
for the reinforcement he was expecting from the Up- 


per Hungary. Rut the Prince having weighed eve- 
ry 
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ry thing, was of opnion that he ought to piye 
them battle without loſs of time, becauſe their ar. 
my was encreafing every day, and would be ſupe. 
riour in number to his, even at the beſt. He 
brought over by. his reaſons all the council. We 
then advanced to iiifla, where the Infidels were 
encamped, to the number of 40,0:0 Men. Ours 
conſiſted of at moſt :0,000, however we advanced 
with a good deal of reſolution to attack them ; but 
as we were at a loſs to know their fituation, we were 
obliged to ſtay all night under arms, on the 
banks of the Niſave, a little river which we paſled 
the day before. In the morning, we prepared for 
the attack, which was begun "” the right line, 
where Prince Lewis commanded in perſon ; I was 
in the firſt rank of the — . who fought behind 
him: The regiment of Roſech was in the firſt line, 
ſo that I was very near Monſieur Marinier, Tue 
_ diſpoſition of the Turkiſh army was very bad, either 
through the unſkilſulneſs of the Seraſkier who com- 
manded them, or the diſadvantage of the ground, 
'The battle joined, and the Spahis, who formed the 
front line of the Turkiſh army, being broken by 
the firſt charge, lell back among the Janiſaries ; but 
. theſe haughty troops immediately fired upon them, 
either to animate or chaſtize them. 'The Prince of 
Baden cauſed us to obſerve this diſorder, and we 
improved it ſo well, that we gave them a total de- 
feat. The Seraſkier was amongſt the firſt who fled; 
he retired to Sophia, the capital of Bulgaria, with his 
ſhattered troops; we DO him about a league, 
and then the Prince ordered us to ſtop, becauſe his 
troops were fatigued by the march of the preceding 
days. I diſtinguiſhed myſelf that day in ſuch a 
manner, that 1 was taken notice of by the Prince ; 
and abbut the end of the fight I was wound- 
ed, when I leaſt expected it, after the following 
manner. As I was returning from the purſuit, and 
not dreaming of my danger, we were all marching 
in diſorder, and ſeparate one from another; there 
were 
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were fix of us in company, when I perceived ten 
Janifaries, who were advancing from a covert, We 
called to them to ſurrender, but they not underſtand-  (\n\ 
ing our language, thought they were going to be 2 
cut in pieces; ſo they put on a firm reſolution to ; 
ſell their lives dear, ind drew their ſabres to let us 
know as much. We by good fortune had charged | 
our piſtols; at the firſt diſcharge we brought five of 
them to the ground, the other five defended them - 
ſelves with their ſabres, elove one of our company 
through the head, and wounded me in the arm; we 
killed another of the Janiſaries with our ſwords, and 
a party of our men coming up, they diſpatched the 
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via; by this means too, he was ſure they could not 1 
diſturb his conqueſt during all that winter. He cauſ- | 
ed the neceſſary ammunition to be brought from Bel- 
grade and Jagodina, and having allowed his army to 
repoſe for ſome days, he marched to the Danube, on 
p which Vidin is fituated. I was in ſome doubt, if I 
ought to attend him in this expedition: The Baron 
; de Roſech, Marinier, and all my friends, endeavour- 
5 
e 


„likewiſe. f 1 
1 Prince. Lewis met us as we were returning, he _ _—— 
| made me a very handſome compliment upon my 
: wound, adviſed me to have it immediately dreſſed, _— 
and told me he had taken particular notice of my 1 
, behaviour that day, and that he would not eaſily 1 
4 forget it, I thanked his highneſs, and anſwered 1 
him, that nothing was a greater motive for me to Wy 9 
wiſh for a cure, than that I might thereby have an ; i | {þ 
| opportunity ta deſerve his good opinion. . _ RE | 
| Niſſa opened her gates to the Conqueror, after a —_ TP 
f faint ſhow of reſiſtance ; hut the Prince, not content I. 
a with theſe petty advantages, reſolved before he left r 
| the field to make himſelf maſter of Vidin, the barrier | n 
X of the Turkiſh dominions, on the frontiers of Bulga- _ | IT 7 
ria, and the only place which was left them in Ser- 1 
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ed to diſſuade; me my wound was not perfectly cured, 3 5 A 

and my body was weakened by the regimen my ſur- i ii 
= geon had preſcribed me ; but the love of PATIO” „ 
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down all other conſiderations: I followed the army 
in that condition, and was preſent when the trenches 
were opened before Vidin, which held out but four 
days. That unhappy city was taken by ſtorm, and 
the barbarous outrages of the German ſoldiers can 
better be imagined than deſcribed. I entered it 
when they were at the height of their fury, and ſaved 
the life of a Greek robbilkop, who threw himſelf at 
my feet with his-two nephews, and a nicee, that was 
not above eleven or twelve years of age. I convey- 
ed them to a place of ſafety without the city, and 
the archbiſhop begged me to accept of a conſiderable 
* of pieces of gold, which he concealed un- 
er his robe during the time of the pillage; I re- 
fuſed them, and let him underſtand by ſigns, that I 
was ſufficiently rewarded by doing him that ſmall 
ſervice. The Prince after this ſent his army to their 
winter quarters in Wallachia and Tranſylvania, ex- 
cept a body of troops which he ſtill kept in Servia, 
J reſolved to wait on him before he ſet out for Vien- 
na, where he was going to give his Imperial Majeſty 
an account of that glorious campaign, and: begged 
of the Baron de Rolech to introduce, me; my arm 
being ſtill in a ſcarf: The Prince received me in the 
moſt obliging manner in the world, and to give 
me a ſubſtantial mark of his eſteem, he made me 
captain of a company in the regiment of Boſendam. 
When I made my acknowledgments for this kind- 
neſs, I told him that, perhaps the favour he be- 
ſtowed on me might coſt me dear, ſmce-1 would 
now court every. opp-rtunity to deſerve it. He ſet 
out for Vienna in a few days, attended by the Ba- 
raon de Roſech, and ſeveral other general officers, 
Monſieur Marinier, who was to go to Vienna like- 
wiſe, where he deſigned to paſs the winter, was po- 
ſitive to wait for ſome weeks, till my wound was 
entirely cured, that I might go along with him; 
but his friendſhip coſt him his life, and me my li- 
berty, as will be preſently ſcen. 1 
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The Turks, ever ſince the Imperial army had gone 
into their winter quarters, were ſtill making excur- 
fions, and carried off men, women and children, 
making them endure all the miſeries of captivity. 


Whenever they appeared on any fide of the coun- 


try, there were commonly detachments ſent againſt 
them from the garriſons of Niſſa, Vidin, or e- 
mendria. This had often a very good effect: Mon- 
fieur Marinier always made one of the party, and ne- 
ver failed to return with ſome — | of honour, 
In the mean time I was perfectly cured, and in a 
condition to undertake my journey for Vienna: 
The day was ſet for our departure, every thing was 
ready, and we had already taken leave of the officers 
of the garriſon, when we-underſtood that a party of 
fifty Turks was advanced to a little village, called 
Crafted, about two leagues off: Let us go, my 
friend, (ſays Marinier) and cut the throats of ſome 
of thoſe ſcoundrels ; what ſignifies it, though we de- 
lay our departure for one day? | — and in 
company with ſeveral officers of the regiment of Sel- 
kirk, we advanced and attacked the infidels, as if 
we had been already aſſured of conqueſt ; but we 
were miſtaken. The Turks, in order to draw us on, 
had given out that they were very few in number, but 
had concealed five hundred behind the village, be- 
ſides the fifty with whom we were engaged. Theſe 
poured out upon us all of a ſudden, with a horrible 
fury, and we immediately concluded we were loſt: 
Our little-troop, reſolving to ſell their lives dear, 
did prodigies, but were overpowered with numbers, 
and the unhappy Marinier fell at my ſide: His death 
rendered me deſperate, and | ruſhed blindly into the 
thickeſt of them : But, what naturally might have 
been ſuppoſed to have loſt me a thouſand Lives, had 
I poſſeſſed ſo many, was the means of my ſafety, 
for the crowd about me was ſo great, that I could 
neither direct my ſtrokes at them, nor they at me: 
do they eaſily wrenched my ſword out of my hand. 
I had killed four of the Infidels, beſides thoſe I 


wounded, 
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- wounded, and they loſt upwards of 200 men in this 
encounter, but our party was almoſt entirely cut off: 
Such of them as were priſoners and wounded, the 
Turks maſſacred before my eyes: I was preſented to 
the commander of the party; my air and dreſ; 
made him judge me to be above the by and he 
kept me for his own part of the booty, ſuffering the 
ſoldiers only to take what 2 I had about me; 
they left me nothing but my handkerchief, and ſome 
books, which I commonly carried in my pocket, 
and having tied my hands, they put me upon a horſe, 
which was led by a Turk: In this equipage I en. 
tered Sophia, and was carried to the houſe of Elid- 
Ibezu, my new maſter, where I was ſhut up ina 
dark chamber. 


ME M G FF N 


OF THE 


Marquis 3 


BOOK IV. 


W diſmal were my firſt reflections in this me- 

lancholy ſituation ! I continued quite motion- 
leſs for ſome time; my arms fell down in a dejected 
poſture, and my eyes were fixed upon the ground; 
my faculties were ſo diſtracted with, the, multi. 
plicity of evils, that I could not poſſibly confine 
them two minutes to the ſame object. When I turn- 
ed my thoughts upon the periods of life that were 
paſt, they preſented me with nothing but ſcenes of 
the moſt affecting ſorrow ; when I looked through 
futurity, the proſpe& was dark and frightful. But 
the preſent time carried ſomething in it ſtill more 
deplorable, as it was the Point of light, in which m 
misfortunes, like ſcattered rays, were collected to- 
gether, In this miſerable condition I paſſed half the 
night, The loſs of all I held moſt dear and valuable, 
my relations, my friends, my fortune, and my li- 
berty, with a train of other Calamities, that I had 
felt only before in a ſucceſſive progreſſion, now uni- 
ted all their force, and roſe at once in my imagina- 
tion, I ſhould have dropt down, if I had not found 
a ſorry couch to ſupport me. 

While I remained in this horror of mind and diſ- 
order, I heard one open the door of my priſon, and 
found it was a ſlave that brought me ſomething for 
ſupper; which gave me no little ſurprize, becauſe 
it was then midnight, as far as 1 could judge. I 
underſtood ſo little of the German language, in 
which the ſlave ſpoke to me, that I could not ſo 
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much as aſk him what had procured me this inſtance 
. of compaſſion. - I took ſomething howeveg to re- 
pair the waſte of my ſpirits in this extremity, and 
the ſlave left me, pointing to his head and his 
heart, which I interpreted as favourable ſigns. 
When he was gone, I fell into the ſame train of 
reflections as before; but after I had por'd a long 
time upon the trouble and miſery of my condition, 
that afflicted me moſt ſenſibly, I fell into a ſort of 
religious meditation, that calm d the diſorder of my 
ſpirits a little, and 1 compos'd myſelf to ſleep, after 
I had laid my difficulties before Almighty God, and 
begg'd aſſiſtance of him to ſupport me under them. 
Next morning they recurr'd upon me as ſoon as I 
wak'd, and ] had recourſe to the ſame expedient for 
removing them ; for 1 have experienced, that no- 
thing is of ſo great efficacy to ſave the heart from 
finking, and ſet it above the malignity of fortune, 
I happen'd to have three books in my pockets, that 
were always my favourites, but eſpecially at this 
juncture, for 1 had but newly got them into my 
hands, M. de Fenelon's Telemachus, Mr Bruyere's 
Characters, and a volume of Racine's Tragedies. I 
took up Telemachus firſt, where 1 remember'd that I 
had read ſomething relating to a ſtate of ſlavery : 
accordingly I found it, where M. de Fenelon leads his 
heroe into Egypt, and repreſents him in the very 
ſame condition with myſelf, that is to ſay, ſubjected 
to the caprice of a barbarous and rigorous maſter, 
I was even raviſhed with the moral which the au— 
thor throws into the mouths of I hermoſitis and 
Mentor, who was a ſlave himſelf at tlie ſame time, 
and with the impreſſions that their reaſoning, full of 
ſolid ſenſe and truth, made upon the mind of the 
young Prince. | found myſclt touch'd with it in 
the” ame degree, and reſolv'd, fince fortune had 
reduc'd me to the ſame low ebb, that L would imitate 
his conduct. When a great part of the morning 
was paſt in reflections of this nature, I heard the 


door open again about ten o'clock, and found it was 
| the 
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the ſame ſlave, who took me by the hand, and led 
me through a large court, and ſeveral apartments, 
into a room, where 1 diſcover'd Elid-Ibezu. His 
air had more of humanity and ſweetneſs in it, than 
upon the day of engagement; the ſtate of tran- 
quillity in which I found him, and the change of 
his habit gave occaſion to that obſervation. T 
ſaluted him, when he mov'd towards me ; and as the 
ſlave had told him the night be'ore that I did not 
underſtand the German language, he conjectured I 
was a Frenchman, and had call'd for one of his do- 
meſticks, who was a Greek, but ſpoke the French 
tolerably well, by whom he begun to interrogate me 
about the place of my nativity, and my circumſtan- 
ces in the world. The Greek interpreted my anſwers 
to Elid-Ibezu, and he propoſed new queſtions. 
He aſked if I underſtood any other language be- 
fide the French; and I told him that I underſtood 
Latin and Italian, Flid-Ibezu was charmed with 
this anſwer, for he ſpoke Italian himſelf ; ſo let me 
know that we had no further occaſion for an inter- 
preter to converſe together, I have wanted a Chri- 
ſtian flave, ſays he, for ſome time paſt, above all 
things ; ſo that if you are but honeſt and oblig- 
ing in your manner, you ſhall have no reaſon to 
bemoan your condition, He wou'd needs be in- 
formed of my name and age, my condition in the 
world, and the place where I was born, I ſatis- 
hed him in every particular; upon which he took 
me by the hand, and ſpoke to me in this manner. 
] do aſſure you Chriſtian, if you are faithful and diſ- 
creet, you ſhall not repent that you have fallen into my 
hands ; I begin to have a regard for you already. I 
propoſe to ſend you to Adrianople, to live with a 
brother of mine, a citizen there, till the war be con- 
cluded, and to take you along with me at my return 
to Amaſia, the place of my own reſidence. Don't be un- 
eaſy in the leaſt, you ſhall be taken care of to your own 


ſatisfaction. When he was going, he gave orders 
about to uſe me well, and to let me want for nothing. 
F 2 I was 
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I was ſurpriz'd to find ſo much good natute and 
Politeneſs in a Turk, for I had given into the gene- 
ral opinion about the people of that country, and con- 
ſider d them always before, as a ſet of men deny'd 
to pity, and the moſt barbarous of all others in the 
world; but I was more fully convinced afterwards 
of the injuſtice of this imputation. Tis certain there 
is ſtrength of genius to be found amongſt the Turks, 
tender ſentiments, and knowledge of the world, as 
much as with any other people. Their cuſtoms 
differ indecd from ours; but has not every country 
ſomething peculiar to itſe f? And what reaſon can 
we have to deſpiſe the cuſtoms and manner of liy. 
ing amoneft the Turks, but what may juſtify their 
turning ours into ridicule ? We treat them as bar- 
barous; and they conſider us under the ſame deno- 
mination. In ſhort, we ought not to form a judg- 
ment of the worth of any people by their outward 
appearance, becauſe it may be determin'd by the 
climate or age in which they live, or the place they 
inhabit, The character of a people ought to be 
founded upon the ſenſe of humanity, real good- 
neſs, and integrity, that is univerſally practis'd a- 
mongf them; in all which I will be bold to ſay, that 

the Turks are no way inferior to the Politeſt people 

of Europe 

After all this I was conduQed back again to the 
chamber, which ſerv'd me for a priſon, where I was 
provided with plenty of all neceſſaries, and ſome days 
paſs'd before Elid- I bezu ſent for me to entertain him 
in converſation awhile. I diſcovered at this time, 
that he had not only great ſtrength of natural parts, 
but even a ſuperior genius, that wanted nothing 
but a little improvement. And as my deſt ny was 
ſo crofs, that 1 was reduced to a ftate of ſervitude, 

I thought it was a ſingular bleſſing of heaven, that 

I bad” fallen into ſo good hands, and laid my ſelf 

out as much as I was able to deſerve the good opi- 

nion of my patron. | ſucceeded fo well in my en- 
deayours, that when he order'd me away to Adria- 
| . ; nople, 


. 
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nople, with the. Begler:eg of Bulga ia, one of his 
friends, that had taken charge of me, he gave 
me to underſtand, that it was with regret he took 


leave of me, and that our meeting again wou'd give 


him ſenſible pleaſure. He changed my name into 
Salem, which ſigniſies much the ſame in the Turkiſh 
language, as the name of our family does in the 
French. The way was long and weariſome twixt 
Sophie and Adrianople, and tho? the Beglerbeg gave 


orders to uſe me in a handſome manner, upon the 


ſtrength of Elid-Ibezu's Recommendation, I was 
ty d down to a ſort of cover d chariot, where I paſs d 
nights and days, My books were the only com- 
fort I had, they were continually in my hands, and 
the fixt attention, with which I was obſerv'd to read, 
procur'd ms the reſpect of the Muleteers, and thoſe 
perſons that were employed to conduct our equipage. 
'They took me for a er of law, till we arrived 
at Adrianople, which is called Endrem by the Turks. 
It appeared to be a very large and popu'ous place; 
the ſtreets through which I was conveyed were lined 
on both ſides with fine palaces, magnificent build- 
ings, and Elid-Ibezu's brother's houſe was none 


of the moſt contemptible. Mamelick; for ſo that gen- 


tleman was called, received me with an air, that 


prognoſticated to me no good. While I was un- 


der his tuition, I was immediately ſtript of my 
cloathing by his order, and clad in a coarſe habit, 
ſuch as the meaneſt of their ſlaves uſually wear; but 
that was not the thing that affected me moſt: to 


confeſs my weakneſs, the loſs of my fine hair, 


which I was forced to part with, touched me ſo, that 
I could hardly forbear crying. Notwithſtanding all 
this roughneſs in my reception at firſt, I was not 
employed, as I apprehended, in the very loweſt and 
moſt ſervile offices of life. I was appointed to keep 
the great halls and the furniture of the houſe clean, 
and diſcharged myſelf of the truſt with ſuch exaQneſs 
that I never heard the leaſt complaint of my ſer- 
vice, though the Overſeer of the ſlaves was a rigid, 
F 3 auſtere. 
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102 MEMOIRS F 4 
auſtere fellow, that looked over the furniture every 
now and then, and would never have pardoned the 
moſt trifling omiſſion. | | | 

As for Mamelick, he never deigned to ſpeak to me, 
nor ſo much as to look upon me; this Turk was as 
haughty as his brother was affable, though the one had 
a place. of high diſtinction in the Ottoman ar- 
my, and this fellow was only a pedlar, who had 
amaſſed a world of riches together in the way of 
trade, The neceflity that I was under to make 
myſelf underſtood, and receive orders in the Turkiſh 
language, made me acquainted with it in a ſhort 
time, 1 poke it as familiarly at laſt as my mother 
tongue. Elid-Ibezu was ſurprized ſome years after, 
when he came to Adrianople; but in that interval 

of time I had two adventures, that deſerve a place 
in this narration. 
There was an old female ſlave in Mamelick's 
houſe, a Georgian by her birth, and a perſon of 
no ſmall conſideration, as being employed in one of 
the principal offices in the houſe; for ſhe had the 
charge of the wardrobe and the linen. This 
woman was 50 years old at leaſt, but her buſineſs 
did not expoſe her to any dirty work or drudgery, 
and this had preſerved her ti} freſh and plump, fo 
that ſhe appeared to be much under that age. My 
bulinceſs gave me ſome connection with her, becauſe 

I was obliged to carry ſuch pieces of furniture to 
her as wanted to be mended from time to time, 
I ſpoke to her always in a civil manner, and ſhe 
took ſuch a liking to my perſon and carriage, 
that I perceived ſhe ride me with other eyes 
than the reſt of the ſlaves; but my heart had 
never as yet felt any emotion of tenderneſs, and 
the world may judge eafily that an obje& of this 
kind could never make any great impreſſion on me. 
I carryed always indifferently to her, as if 1 had not 
taken notice of the ſentiments of kindneſs, that 
ſhe had diſcovered for me, going about my buſiueſs 
as uſual, Only becauſe ſhe was good-natured, and 

| eſteemed 


handle o 


eſteemed over all the houſe, I followed the example 
of the reſt of the ſlaves, and made her ſome ſmall 
preſents upon occaſions, but never exceeded the 
common rate; this ſhe deemed a piece of inſenſibility, 
and it touched her in the moſt lively manner, for ſhe 
came the length of doing even the drudgery of my 
buſineſs for me, I was Er in a morning when 
I came to look over the furniture, to find every 
thing clean, and diſpoſed in exact order. In ſhort 
begun to be alarmed with this amorous aſſiduity; 
I was afraid it might be taken notice of by ſome 
jealous ſpies in the houſe, that would make a 

Fa to diſcredit me, or do me ſome bad 
office with my maſter: theſe apprehenſions made 
me beſtir myſelf more early to prevent Timec, for 
that was her name; till finding my work all over 
when ſhe came, ſhe perceived that I declined to ac» 
cept of her ſervice. I reſolved to carry my reſerve 
ſtil] further, and ſhun the ſight of her as much as 
poſſible. When ſhe obſerved this, her tendernefs 
could be no longer kept within bounds, ſhe broke 
through all reftraint. One day, when the heat 
was very intenſe, and the people of the houſe had 


| gone to repoſe every one of them about noon time, 


went to reſt a little in a ſhady retired alley in the 
garden; Timec had obſerved me going, and followed 
a few minutes after herſelf, but I was aſleep before 
ſhe came. Such was the delicacy of that. ſlave, that 
ſhe would not diſturb my repoſe, but laid herſelf 
down upon the graſs in another alley adjoining, 
and waited two full hours till I awaked of myſelf: 
as ſhe had no occaſion to come often to the garden, 
I was ſtartled a little at firſt when I ſaw her, but 
when ſhe came forward with a timorous air, | went 
to meet her half way. Cruel Salem, ſaid ſhe, in a 
very paſlionate tone, will you ſuffer me to die with- 
out pity ? | defire nothing more of you than to in- 
dulge my paſſion, and you are ſo hard harted as to 
deny me that pleaſure ; what have I done to deſerve 
your hatred ! do not turn away your eyes, nor be 
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104 MEMOIRS f 2 
grudge me your countenance. The force of theſe 
words, and the ſoftneſs with which they were utter- 
ed, pierced me to the very bottom of my heart: I had 
no power to reſiſt ſuch a moving addreſs ; but gave 
her aſſurance, that for the future ] would be more ſen- 
fible of her regards. 

Timec, in a manner, by this means, enjoyed the 
firſt fruits of my love, and was happy herſelf to 
the utmoſt extent of her deſire. I became ſo dear 
to her, that one indifferent look from me would 
have ſtruck her with a mortal alarm. The whole 
family perceived it at laſt, and ſome of them were 
very buſy to carry the news to Mamelick, who 
made nothing but ajeſt of it. Timec made fre- 
quent demands upon me for the tiibute ſhe thought 
was due to the greatneſs of her paſſion : one would 
have thought ſhe ſtudyed to find out the places 
where I choſe to retire and entertain myſelf alone, 
for ſhe never failed of being there. I returned her 
fondneſs with a ſort of gratitude, that ſupplied the 
place of affection, for ſhe could never inſpire me with 
any degree of paſſion, and tho? I ſuffered her careſſes, 
I had no other inducement, than the difficulty that a 
man finds to hate one who loves him to ſuch a meaſure 
of exceſs. | 

The ſecond adventure that I was concerned in 
was of a different nature, and had well nigh coſt me 
my life. I had gone to a merchant's ſhop one 
day to buy war, that was neceſſary in the way 
of my buſineſs, where I met with a man, that ! 
took for a Turk at firſt fight, becauſe he was dreſt 
In that manner. He rh ſteadily at me for ſome 
time, till he thought he had diſcovered ſomething 
in my air, that ſpoke me a Frenchman, and then 
he aſked me in our own language, whether he was 
out in his conjecture. This ſurprized me ſo much 
that I could hardly believe my own ears; I could 
not help ſhewing the higheſt demonſtrations of joy 
to meet with a fellow-countryman, and begged he 
would let me know whether he reſided at _— 
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eyes at length upon the habit I wore ; what, ſays 
he, are you a ſlave ?'I am ſorry to ſee you in ſuch 
unhappy circumſtances, take my advice and you 
can make yourſelf eaſy; do as I have done, there 
is nothing in it, III put you in the way. I want 
ſuch a direction above all things (anſwered I;) but 
what would you adviſe me to? be a Furk as Lam, 
fays he. [he very mention of the thing ſhocked me 
ſo much that I ſhuddered from head to foot. .I 
was ſo enraged that I was ready to fly in his face. 


Be gone, vile, infamous wretch, accurſed. renegadoe,, - 


tender your advice to ſuch traitors and daſtardly 
ſpirits as yourſelf, I went on at this rate, and plyed 
him with a world of abuſive language; but when 
I wanted to be going, the traitor ſeized me by the 
collar, and called the neighbourhood to his aſſiſtance, 
bawling out as loud as he was able, that I had blaſ- 
phemed againſt their Holy Prophet. In ſhort, I had 
a crowd of raſcally people about my ears in an in- 
ſtant, they hawled me | efore one of their judges, who 
goes by the name of the Cady ; where my accuſer in- 
cenſed to madneſs with the bitterneſs of my reproach- 
es, ſwore, that when he propoſed to make me a good 
Maſſulman, I had beltched out horrid blaſphemies a- 
gainſt the holy religion of Mahomet, and abufed 
him in a ſcandalous manner. This was deemed amoſt 
atrocious crime, and ſilence being held for an ample 
confeſſion, the Cady ordered me to priſon, and I was 
to receive ſentence in a ſhort time. 

But Mamelick's houſe being at no great diſtance 
from the Cady's lodgings, he over-heard the ſtory 
of my misfortune, and his brother having recom- 
mended me ſo warmly to his care,. he took the trou- 
ble of waiting upon the Cady himſelf, After he had 
learned the. whole circumſtance of him, he defired 
he might be admitted to ſee me in priſon, I was 
ſurprized to ſee Mamelick there at a time, when I 
was looking for nothing but immediate death, 


b) Foor 
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nople. Upon this we bad a long conference full of 
expreſſions and mutual good-will, till caſting his 


3 *. 
5 o 
-» 

= 


Sac 3 6 * : 
Ka * — 2 : 7 an 
rr * N > 
2 - * » - * . 
. 1 8 *® if p 3 


eres re 
* 4 TL 


7 * ' 
= 1 4+ N — 
o - 
6 * . „ wy 
r . 7 + 


9 
882 437 
Yao ! * a5 nd Load 
TE Fu 


SES. 
2 


ks of 
gs e 


>a r 


La 


. ö 
8 . = _ 
4 52 * 
- = _ 


4 3-4 


on. —_—_ 
— 
5 . 


ih, 


LT 


LT, 


- 
2 -—w - a 7% * OR” * 
3 2 * 
_—_— 0 


. 


— ora nee ECO 
SS 


es * 
— — 
po * 


. . N ix 


n 
r r f 


hott rr n 


. Dr — ; W "=>" » - ＋ A 
— r Mar Fon * 2 2 * a yo TC L — * * 2 
3 n - — . 3 _ © 7 4 2 fi 4 * ti 4246 AF 
<—_ 2 — mb l a — > ' £ I 1 3 | - 
- 2 


* 22 
2 
* 


8 5 o 
Sa * 
— < 
"X A . 4. 
> wo. ww"; 


106 MEMOIRS of a 


Poor unhappy Salem, ſays he, what have you done ? 
have you dared to open your mouth againſt the 
meſſenger of heaven? what arm will be ſuffici- 
ent to deliver you from torture ? I told him ex- 
actly the manner how it fell out, and ſwore that 
I had not once mentioned the name of Mahomet. 
He ſeemed tranſported with this account, and cauſing 
me to confirm it to him with repeated aſſeverations 
went out again without ſpeaking a word. About 


.an hour after, there came a perſon that opened the 


door of my priſon, and ſet me at liberty. Now 
when the thing is over, 1 can declare, that fo 
near a proſpect of death gave me no uneaſineſs; on 
the contrary, I took it for a ſingular happineſs 


that I had an opportunity to ſuffer in fo good a 


cauſe.” I offered up my life to God with a cer- 
tain tranquility of mind and ſatisfaction, that 
could not proceed from any other power but him- 
ſelf. When Mamelick ſaw me return home, he re- 
primanded me ſeverely for my indiſcretion, telling 
me, that I deſerved to die, and had it not been for 
the regard that his brother had expreliec for me, 
he would certainly have left me in the hands of 
juſtice. My patron Elid-Ibezu returned at laſt from 
the war, and the day of his arrival was folemnized 
with the higheſt demonſtrations of joy. He aſked 
the news of his ſlave Salem, and Mamelick fent for 
me to appear before him. 1 ſaluted him in the 
Turkiſh -language, which gave him no ſmall joy 
and ſurprize, but he was highly diſſatisfied to ſee me 
babited as the reſt of the ſlaves. Mamelick, who reſpect- 
ed his brother very much, excuſed himſelf, telling him 
that he had not explained the method {ufficiently in 
which he would have me entertained. Elid-Ibezu 
gave orders to make me a handſome ſuit by to 
morrow, which was no ſmall addition to my figure. 
Timec's paſſion grew ſtill more violent, when ſhe faw 
me ſtrutting in this new dreſs; ſhe looked at me 
perpetually, and could never be ſatisfied. But when 


the underſtood that I was about leaving Adrianople, 


and 
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and was obliged to follow Elid-Ibezu, ſhe was in- 
conſolable. She went to Mamelick directly, threw 
herſelf at his feet, and conjured him in confide- 
ration» of all the faithſul ſervice: ſhe had done him, 
to uſe his intereſt with his brother to procure 
me for his flave, that ſhe might have me for her 
huſband. Mamelick propoſed it to his brother, but 
all was to no purpoſe. When ſhe found that ſhe had 


no proſpect of ſucceeding that way, ſheapplyed her- 


ſelf next to Elid-lbezu, begging of him that he would 
aſk her in a preſ-nt from his brother. Elid-Ibezu 
was ſo good as to conſult me in the caſe , I recounted 
the ſeveral obligations I lay under to Timec, and as 
the ſenſe of gratitnde made me ſpeak with ſome 
warmth upon the affair, he concluded that I loved her 
more than | cared to avow. | 

This was ſufficient to determine him to aſk the 
favour of his brother, and he obtained her without 
the leaſt difficulty. Poor Timec was quite tranſported 
with joy, when ſhew as once ſatisfied that I would 
not leave her behind me. And for my part, I can't 
refuſe, but I felt ſomething of a ſecret ſatisfaRion, 
It was not becauſe my conſcience had nothing to re- 
proach me with, in all my correſpondence with her; 
but the poor creature had ſuch a paſſionate tenderneſs 
for me, that I could not help conceiving ſome liking 
to her. 

I had no occaſion to trouble myſelf about making 
preparation for my journey to Amaſia, 'Timec ma- 
naged all that carefully for me and herſelf; we ſet 
out from Adrianople about the beginning of ſum- 
mer, aud made out our journey in the moſt agree- 
able manner. From the minute we took our de- 
parture, I found no more of the hardſhips of fla. 
very. The whole retinue that followed Elid-Ibezu, 
ſurprized with the regard he expreſſed for me, and 
the notice he took of me, conſidered me no longer 
upon the footing of a ſlave, I was mounted on 
horſeback as he was, and rode for the moſt part 
cloſe at his fide, where I endeavoured as much 
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as I could to divert him with ſomething that 
was entertaining in converſation. He ſeemed to liſten 
with pleaſure when I ſpoke of the affairs of Europe, 
concerning the ſituation of the kingdom of France, 
and the character of our people. But I had far bet- 


ter opportunity to obſerve the turn of his genius, 


when I talked of moral principles, and the ſeveral 
branches of ſcience, that | had learned, partly from 
maſters, and partly acquired by my own reading. He 
diſcovered. ſo cloſe an attention, that gave me great 
hopes of rivetting myſelf in his good graces, when 
1 had an opportunity of talking theſe things over 
more deliberately at our leiſure. Sometimes he 
admired to. ſee- me manage my horſe with ſo much 
addreſs ;. and was delighted to ſee it done with fo 
good a grace, for the Turks are ſtrangers altogether 
to that exerciſe. He propoſed a thouſand queſtions 
about the method of n horſes, and prepar- 
ing them for the manage, upon the dexterity of the 
French grooms, and the pains that are beſtowed in, 
training up the young nobility to the knowledge 


of their exerciſes, in the academies, I was even. 


ſurprized myſelf to find him liden to me with fo. 
much. complaiſance, I could not help conſidering it 
as a natural effect of ſympathy, that worked upon 
my heart as much as upon his, for I never had any. 
degree: of that averſion or diſlike to him, that 
flaves uſually bear to their maſter, when their lives. 
are at his mercy, and he has a power, making any 
the moſt indifferent ſign, to-puniſh them in an arbi- 
trary manner, We never had a fight of Amaſia, 
till we came to the tops of the mountains, with 
which it is ſurrounded. This city is capital of the 
province to which it N appears very grand, 
being rich and well peopled, and its ſituation is the 
moſt charming that ever I had ſeen. It ſtands in the 
very middle of a plain fix leagues in length, and 
four in breadth, hedged in with a circle of hills, 


that fence it from the north and ſouth winds. The 


river of Caſalmack, that runs along the plain, 2 | 
E 


3 f 
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the city in the middle, and affords a thouſand con- 
veniencies to the inhabitants. The air is ſerene- 
in that quarter all the year round; they never 
experience ſuch a thing as winter. The houſes. 
are built after the ordinary faſhion amongſt. the- 
Turks, all done up with painted wood, which makes 
a very glittering ' proſpe&t. Behind every one of 
them almoſt 1s a large garden, laid out in fine alleys. 
adorned with trees, on each fide little acbours and 

arterres, That of Elid-Ibezu was one of the firſt 
in the city, next to the governor's of the province, 
or the Beglerbeg, and was ſet off with all the or- 
naments of art and nature, He was received b 
his wives and children, his. Friends and flaves,. 
with the higheſt tranſports of joy ; for he was io 
agreeable, that he was carefſed by. every body a- 
bout him. 

The firſt thing' he did in my favour, was to 
conſtitute me ſuperintendant of his ſtab'es and 
gardens; when I returned him my thanks for: 
this preferment, he ſpoke to me in this mauner :- 
You ſee Salem, there is great plenty in my houſe, 
the great prophet has ordered it ſo, in recompence 
for my integrity, my ſweetneſs of temper, and cha- 
ritable diſpoſitions, I have a maſs of riches, fine 
women to ſolace me, and a number of lovely chil- 


dren, * * France and all Europe, from hence - 


forth you ſhall be happy with me. I fignified my 
ſenſe of gratitude, and regard for-him, in a certain. 
way that was acceptable; his friendſhip increaſed e- 
very day to me, and i became.inured to ſervitude by 
degrees. 5 
My patron made great entertainments frequently 


for the Beglerbeg and other people of the firſt di- | 


ſtinction in the city, I took care upon ſuch oc- 

caſions to invent ſomething always in the French. 

taſte, that ſurprized them agreeably with its no- 

velty. This introduced me to the Beglerbeg, he 

wanted to have ſome converſation with me, by rea- 

ſon of the commendations that Elid-Ibezu * = 
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ſtowed upon me. And as he had heard him enlarge 

articularly upon my addreſs in managing horſes, 
he had a prodigious curiofity to ſee a proof of it. 
The whole company removed to the ſtables, which I 
had taken care to have kept ſo neat and clean 
that they were all charmed with the appearance 
of them. Elid-Ibezu had given me an abſolute au- 
thority over the grooms, and left the horſes entirely 
at my diſpoſal. I had bought ſome that were 
wonderfully pretty, and dreſſed them up in the beſt 


manner wih my own hands. The governor 


was ſo taken with the nicety of the exerciſes 
I made them perform in his preſence, that he 
begged the favour of Elid-Ibezu to let him ſend 
a couple of his horſes into his ſtable, to be bred 
under my care. My character enlarged itſelf more 
than all this ; a certain turn that I had for muſick, 
joined with the ſtrongeſt inclination to inſinuate my 
ſelf ſtill further into the good graces of my pa- 


, tron, put me upon ſuch a deligent ſearch over the 


city, that I made a diſcovery of a theorbo at 
laſt in Amaſia, and bought it very cheap of an 
Armenian jew, who was the owner of it. I ſet itto 
rights inſtantly, and the very firſt time that Elid- 
Ibezu had occaſion to entertain his friends, I gave 
them ſuch pleaſure as they had no notion of 
before. They were ſurprized beyond meaſure to 
hear the ſound of that inſtrument, which I touched 
moſt ſkilfully, and made a concert with my voice 
that was extremely agreeable. My patron, charmed 
with this piece of gallantry, brought me into the 
great hall, on the day of the entertainment, and 
by an act of favour, that was never heard of before 
amongſt the Turks, embraced me tenderly in the 
preſence of all the company. | 

As ſoon as he was free from the crowd, he took 
me aſide and told me: my dear Salem, I value you 
above all the riches I poſſeſs, and I have a mind 
to do ſomething for you, that goes beyond even your 
own hopes, I expect you will not be ſo want- 


ing 
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ing to your ſelf, as to oppoſe your own happineſs, 
and all I require on your part is, to embrace the 
religion of our holy prophet. If l am ſo dear to you 
(anſwered I) as you flatter me I am, how can you 
make me ſo ſhocking a propoſal ? you know I am 
born a chriſtian, and the glorious prerogative of being 
ſo, is what | ſhall never reſign, but with my life. You 
was born a Mahometan, and I know the force of 
prejudice, education and cuſtom, too well to con- 
demn you for your attachment to that religion, 


| You think it is a good one, and have I not the very 


ſame circumſtances to plead in defence of my ad- 
herence to mine; nay would it not fink me in your 
eſteem, if I betrayed a weakneſs in that reſpect, 
which you would not be guilty of yourſelf ? I know 
you have too great a tenderneſs for me to put me 
to death, but even that would be a thouſand times 
more welcome to me, than the infamy which muſt 
attend ſuch an apoſtacy. This anſwer which I 
delivered in the moſt diſcreet manner I could, did 
not incenſe Flid-Ibezu, but it diſcompoſed him ; he 
left me without ſpeaking a word, and I paſſed the 
the night in great uneaſineſs: the next morning he 
called for me, and accoſted me thus: Salem I want 
to make you happy, but you will not conſent to be 
ſo. . The friendſhip I have for you, will not ſuffer 
me to take any thing ill at your hands; but I am 
afraid you will repent your obſtinacy, when it will 
be too late. I had two views to do you ſervice ; the 
one was to entruſt you with the education of my 
ſon Amulem ; the other was to give you my favourite 
daughter Selima in marriage: your fooliſh attach- 
ment to your religion, in an invincible obſtacle to 
both theſe deſigns, unleſs I had a mind to pull down 
the vengeance of heaven upon myſelf and my fa- 
mily ; however I ſhall ſtill treat you with all the 
marks of eſteem and friendſhip, You muſt go 
every day to the appartment of my women, to learn 
them and my ſon muſick. I have an entire con- 
kdence in your wiſdom and capacity, and deſire you 
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112 MEMOIRS f = 
would go inſtantly. Upon this he drew a ring off 
is finger, which he gave me to ſhow the eunuchs, 
in order for my admiſſion into his ſeraglio. I had 
not yet ſeen any eicher of his wives or daughters, 
or even his ſon, who had received all his education 
in the women's apartments, according to the Turkiſh 
method. Having never gone near the ſeraglio, for 
fear of giving umbrage, knowing the delicacy of 
the Turks in that point, I put myſelf immediate] 
in order to pay my firſt viſit, and dreſſed myſelf a 
little better than ordinary. The eunuchs, at fight 
of the ring, very reſpectfully gave me admittance, 
and went to inform the ladies that I was waiting, 
Theſe were expecting my arrival with ſome impa- 
tience, for Elid-Ibezu had excited their curioſity 
by giving them a very favourable character of my 
perſon, After the uſual ſalutation was over, I played 
ſome tunes on the theotbo, which ſeemed to give 
them great ſatis faction. When this was done, one of 
the ladies called out, Amylem, Selima, and two other 
girls, who were to be my ſcholars : upon her 
naming Selima, whom I had heard my patron men- 
tion with ſo great affection, I liſted my eyes, (which, 
till then, I had kept reſpectfully fixed on the ground) 
and was bleſt with the fight of one of th- fineſt 
creatures in the world. She advanced, looking on 
me all the while, with her brother, and the two other 
girls, who were her <iſters : they had all ſome- 
thing amiable and engaging in their countenances, 
but the firſt glance of Selima made an impreſſion on 
my heart, which no time can eraſe : I felt all that 
powerful ſympathy, which had attached me to the 
farther. united to promote a violent yet tender paſſion 
for the daughter. What a ſevere vengeance was 
love preparing for the inſenfibility of his power, in 
which 1 had till then lived! | 
It. has been always fatal for thoſe of our family, 
that they made as great a progreſs in that paſſion 
in an hour, as others do in an age. I found my 
ur was come, and ſecretly prayed to heaven, that 
1¹ 
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it would avert the ſame effects from me as had at- 
tended my farther. While this little cirele of re- 
flections paſſed in my mind, Amulem and his ſiſters 
had taken up my theorbo, and were attentively 
conſidering it. It was with ſome difficulty I recol- 
lected — bf: enough to defire their attention to my 
leſſons. I took a piece of paper 1 had brought 
along with me, and marked down ſome of the ele- 
ments of muſick; but my eyes were ever turned 
from the paper, to view thoſe of the charming Seli- 
ma. She ſometimes fixed them upon me, but when- 
ever they met mine, ſhe looked upon the ground, 
and I could eafily perceive that ſhe took notice of 
the earneſtneſs with which I beheld her. I ſoon 
retired, that I might obſerve a decency in my firſt 
viſit, and Elid-Ibezu, who underſtood that I was 
returned, ordered me to come and ſpeak with him. 
Well, Salem, (ſays he) have you ſeen my ſon and 
daughters? what do you think of Selima, whom 1 
deſigned for your wife, if you had not been infatu- 
ated wi:h fooliſh prejudices ? I anſwered, that it was 
not for an unhappy ſlave to carry his viewsſo high. 
If you are unhappy, replies he, it is your own fault. 
You muſt be ſenſible that I have a greater reſpe& 
for you, than you deſerve. At theſe words, the 
different ſentiments that actuated my ſoul were ſo 
violent, that my eyes ruſhed full of tears; Ah; 
my lord (anſwered I) you are maſter of my life, 
but do not ſuffer me to undergo a thouſands deaths, 
by heaping upon me theſe reproaches. I cannot 
change my religion, and 'tis not in my power to 
have any comfort in life, if I incurr your diſplea- 
ſure. He appeared touched with my deſpair, and 
deſired me in a gentle manner to retire. I paſſed 
that night in agitations, which none can Have any 
idea of, except ſuch as have been in my diſmal ſitu- 
ation. Next morning I returned to the women's 
apartment, where all my ſcholars came about me 
with the ſame freedom as if they had been acquaint- 
ed with me all their lives; except Selima, Who ap- 
| pear d 
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peared reſerved. I cauſed Amulem firft to repeat his 


leſſon, then Jalida, who was the eldeſt of the three 


fiſters ; but when it came to be Selima's turn, I 
obſerved ſhe bluſhed, and repeated without once look. 
ing upon me, My hand trembled as I took the pa- 
per, and ſure never did maſter leſs deſerve that 
name than I did; I ſet her a ſecond leſſon, and 


continued in this manner for ſeveral weeks; at laſt 
I reſolyed to let Selima know ſome part of the ſen- 
- timents, which I entertained for her, I could not be- 


lieve that love would affect me ſo deeply for one 
that was inſenſible, and flattered my ſelf that ſome 


of the blood of the generous Elid-Ibezu. which 


run in her veins, w-uld plead for me, and inſpire her 
with her father's ſentiments, in my favour : I di- 
geſted my project, and the next time that I went 
to the ſeraglio, very happily put it in execution, 
After Selima had repeated her leſſon, when I was go- 


ing to mark down another for her, inſtead of the or- 


dinary notes of muſick, I wrote theſe words: 
An unhappy turn of fortune has reduced me to the 


- ſtate of being a ſlave to Elid-Ibezu ; but I have fal- 


len into a ſecond ſlavery, which is ſo dear and glor- 
rious to me, that in it I forget all the hardſhips of 
the firſt, Yes, my charming Selima, I now wear your 
chain, as you can behold thoſe fair eyes and be 
free? heaven has conducted me into Turkey, that 
you may decide my fate, which entirely now depends 
upon your anſwer. Selima folded up this paper, and 
carried it away without looking on it; and I left 
the ſeraglio in a mortal uneaſineſs, leſt ſhe ſhould 
drop it, or that any of the other women ſhould have 
the curioſity to aſk for a fight. of her leſſon. [ 
retired to my chamber full of thefe anxieties, 
where I found Timec waiting for me to reproach me 
that I had been for ſome days without ſeeing her. 
She was newly recovered of an illneſs, which ſhe 
had laboured under for fix weeks ; but always full 
of tenderneſs for me, ſhe endured her ſickneſs much 


better than her abſence from me. She u pbraided 


me 


* 


* 
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me for my indifference, and I was but in a very bad 
humour to give her any complaiſant returns. My 
dear Timec, (ſays I) you have attacked me in a ſi- 
tuation of mind, which renders it impoſſible for me 
to entertain you as | would incline to do. That an- 
ſwers ſhe) is the very thing of which I complain. 
You have uneaſineſſes which you conceal from me, 
from me !—-who would lay down my life, to free 
you from them. I was ſo thoroughly acquainted with 
the nature of the affection, which this good wo- 


man hore me, that | refalved to make her the con- 


fident of my love. Having almoſt the ſame em- 
ployment under Elid-Ibezu, that ſhe had under Ma- 
melick, which gave her acceſs at any time to the 
women's apartment, | imagined that ſhe would be 
both capable ani willing to ſerve me: The confeſſi- 
en which I made, drew atorrent of tears from her 
eyes : babarian, (cryed ſhe) you know the power 


you have over me too well, ſince you ſo openly avow ' 


your paſſion for another to my face, Dear Timec, 
(anſwered, I claſping one of her hands tenderly be- 
twixt mine) you are ever ſure of my acknowledge- 
ments; I ſhould expect no mercy from heaven, if 
] either flattered or deceived you; but if you love me 
with the' difintereſtedneſs you pretend, would you 
ſee me ſuffer theſe cruel pangs, and not put an end 
to them, fince it is in your power to do it? I threw 
my arms about her when I had finiſhed theſe words, 
which had ſuch an effect, that ſhe promiſed to 
do all that lay in her power to ſerve me. She then 
went to the ſeraglio where ſhe had the addreſs to 
entertain Selima apart upon the ſubje& of my paſſi- 
on ; ſhe very artfully begun with complimenting her 
upon her progreſs in muſick, and then took occaſion 
to praiſe me; at the mentioning of my aame Selima 
bluſhed, which gave Timec no fmall encouragement 
to proceed, She then told her that it was a pity 
there was no other way for her to ſee me, but when 


ſhe was ſurrounded by a crowd of women; that 


if ſhe knew me throughly, ſhe would ſoon find me 
| worthy 
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worthy of her eſteem and friendſhip ; that. ſhe had 

heard me ſpeak of all the ladies in the ſeraglio, and | 
that I had given Selima the preference. That I was 

a man of great quality in my own country, and that 
my merit was ſuch as to gain the good graces of her 
. father to the higheſt degree ; with a great deal more 
to this purpoſe, which Selima heard very attentiyely, 

and having aſked ſome queſtions about me of Times, 
ſhe returned. 

The officious Timec came immediately, and gave 
me an account of the converſation ; which J did 
not know what to make of, ſo reſolved patiently 

to attend my doom till next morning that I went 
to the ſeraglio. When I entered the room, I ob- 
ſerved Selima fixed her eyes very ſtedfaſtly upon me ; 
-but after that, ſhe took no further notice of me, till 
her turn came to repeat her leſſon, and then ſhe 
2 me her paper folded up, telling me that the 
eſſon I had ſet her the night before was difficult, 
f and that ſhe wanted another more eaſy. I put the 
paper up in my pocket, without looking into it, and 
= wrote down another leſſon, only beneath the laſt 
=_ line adding theſe words, Pair Selima, I go to death, 
_ = remember you are the cauſe, After this I left her 
= - with all the pangs of deſpair in my mind, which 
| ,would infallibly have killed me, had they continued 
= much longer. I ſat down upon a ſtone to indulge 
= .my melancholy, and pulled out the paper, which 
1 


. — 4" 
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contained the firſt declaration of my love, that! 
might have the poor ſatis faction to read it. But you 
may judge to what an extream of joy ] paſſed all of a 

_ ſudden, when I ſaw the following words, below my 
. writing, in a hand different from mine: Salem, | 
am ſenſible you love me, and I own I have a ſtrong 
inclination in your favour ; if you deſerve it, it will 
increaſe ; mean time you may truſt Timec, who ſeems 
* to be your friend. She may be of uſe to us both, adieu. 
7 It would be too tedious to recount all the different 
methods I ſet on foot to procure a private interview 
with Selima after this; at laſt I ſucceeded, and in 
| one 


all the qualities that can contribute to make a man 
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one propitious hour I diſcovered in'Selima's mind, 


ſolidly happy. After this I could not doubt that 
ſome hearts are formed for one another; and that, 
if theſe never met, they can never be affected with 
a real Paſſion : but at the ſame time that there would 


a ſympathy ſpring betwixt them at firſt i 
would ſecretly inform them that they were 


other articles of love, uſeleſs; and they entirely. 
abandon themſelves to one another. 


ht, which 


formed one 
for the other, and that they muſt both be miſerable 
if ever ſeperated; that this ſympathy renders all the 
formalities of oaths, proteſtations, vows, and the 


This is an im- 


perfect ſcetch of what paſſed betwixt Selima and me: 


Salem (ſays that charming creature after a quarter of 
an hour's converſation) 1 ſee you are not capible of 


deceiving me, and I am better aſſured of this by my 


heart than my eyes, 


Your air, your perſon, lan- 


guage, in ſhort every thing about you, anſwer exact- 
ly the idea I have conceived of the perſon who can 
make me happy, and I am perſuaded that my per- 


ſon has the very ſame effects upon you, 


Yes, m 


charming Selima (interrupted I) I now find the cauſe 
of my paſt indifference about your ſex, was, that our 
hearts are formed exactly for one another, and 


that the union of them is neceſſar 
happineſs, 


Our ſecret interviews were ſo well managed by the 


y for our mutual 


dextrous Timec, that they were not ſo much as ſuſ- 
pected during her life-time, which continued but fix 
months after, I loſt in that poor creature, not only a 
lover who was paſſionately fond of me, but a mother, 
who would have abridged herſelf even of the neceſſa- 


ries of life to do me ſervice ; 
love for me, was an effect of a ſoul far above the vul- 
gar way of thinking. 
My frequent viſits both ſerved me to confirm 
our love upon a ſolid foundation, and were of 
to Selima in other reſpects. 
lix'months'I hat taught her, not only French and 
Italian, 


great advantage 


her ſacrificing even her 
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Italian, but all that I knew my ſelf of antient and 


modern hiſtory ; and ſhe had a genius capable of 


underſtanding all I could teach her. I by degrees 
Opened to her the principles of our religion ; any 
religion, you will ſay, is eaſily learned when taught 
by a lover, but Selima's after conduct, proved that 
reaſon had a greater ſhare in her converſation than 
love. When ſhe could read French perfectly eaſy, 
I lent her my Telemachus,and ſhe appeared charmed 
upon reading it, begging I would tranſlate- it into 
Turkiſh, for the uſe of her brother and ſiſters. As 
every thing that concerned Elid-Ibezu or his family, 
was dear to me, I conſented, and the tranſlation 
was finiſhed in a very ſhort time. Though Amulem 
had not been brother to my charming Selima, yet 
by his good qualities and gratitude he deſerved all 
the regard I could ſhow him: Fe had juſt left the 
ſeraglio, when I finiſhed the tranſlation ; ſo. that 
I was obliged to prepare two copies, one for his uſe, 
and one 2 his ſiſters: Theſe ſoon multiplied, for 
Elid-Ibezu firſt, and then the Beglerbeg delired one; 
at laſt moſt of the conſiderable men in A mafia went 
into the humour, and by this means the works of 
monſieur Fenelon became common even in Turkey. 
Elid-Ibezu had by this time commiſſioned the- 
orbos for his children from Italy. They had made 
ſuch a progreſs in their muſick, that they could. play 
in concert, which they very often did, and when 
mixed with voices it was very fine. My patron's 
friends often defired the favour of him to Fra me 
to come to their houſes, and divert them with my 
theorbo; I commonly went in company with Amu- 
lem, and was ſo far from being treated as a ſlave. 
that they vied with one another who ſhould ſhew me 
the greateſt reſpect, and all Amaſia began to look 
upon me as a very extraordinary perſon, It was 
with pleaſure that the good Elid-ibezu underſtood 


theſe ſmall circumſtances, but the encreaſe of his 


affection for me ſerved only to make him bewail 
the more my obſtinacy, in refuſing to be a+”: to 
eir 
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their faith. He attacked me from time to time 
upon this head, though always with the greateſt gen- 
tleneſs ; but an unhappy adventure, which I met 
with, nat only had almoſt forfeited me his friend- 
ſhip, but went near to coſt me my life. Ever ſince 
the death of Timec, I had been deprived of the 
ſatisfaction of ſeeing Selima ſo often as before, 
which was an equal affliction to us both; Wwe en- 
deavoured to make amends for this 1yconvenience by 
an epiſtolary correſpondence, which we could eaſily 
carry on; but what a poor ſatis faction muſt two 
lovers reap from letters, who had been accuſtomed 
to ſee each other frequently, and who could not enjoy 
life if that ſatis faction was denied them! the only 
expedient we could think of was to truſt Amulem, 


who had an entire affection for his ſiſter, and - 


friendſhip for me; he approved of our paſſion, and 
promiſed to Selima that he would ſerve us to the 


utmoſt of his poser, and make our interviews 


more frcquent and more eaſy for us both; not that 
he had any more right to have acceſs to the ſcraglio 
than | had, but the eunuchs indulged him in this 
liberty, becauſe his father was old, and they ex- 
pected that he would ſoon become their maſter. 
He had by means of one of them procured a key 
fit for his purpoſes, and he took me along with him 
every night to paſs about two hours in the ſeraglio. 
Once as we were going a little later than ordinary to 
the place of our rendezvous, we heard a terrible 
noiſe of people crying fire,. fire; and_the alarm 
was inftantly ſpread, that the ſeraglio was all in 
flames ; the ſlaves ran to force- open the gates, and 
weentered with the crowd, to take care of the la- 
dies. My love guided me as it were by inftin& to 
the place were Selima was, I ſeized her hand, 
and urged- that ſhe ſhould go along with me ; her 
confuſion was ſo great that I conducted her through 
the garden before ſhe knew it was I: Ah ! my dear 
dalem (cryed ſhe when ſhe perceived me,) is it you ? 
beavens! where do you carry me? I anſwered you 
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that my chamber was hard by, and that we would 
take advantage of that juncture to have an hour 
or two in converſation together. She readily con- 
ſented; as indeed ſhe could not refuſe me any thing. 
T own 1 was in hopes that all the ladies would be 


zn ſuch ' confuſion that Selima would not be miſſed ; 


but unhappily for me, Elid-Ibezu, whoſe care for 
his women was greater than for his houſe, ordered 
them all to be aſſembled in a low parlour, which 
was out of the reach of the flames; he ſoon dif. 
covered Selima's abſence, and was alarmed to the laſt 


degree on that account; one of the ſlaves, who had 


ſeen her go along with me, told him he believed 
ſhe.was in my chamber. 'The old man immediately, 
without any more words, run to my apartment, 
and puſhing open the door diſcovered me at his 
daughter's feet, kiſſing her hands; this ſight put 
him in ſuch a rage, that he drew a dagger, and had 
certainly diſpatched me, if his ſon had not catched 
hold of his arm. Amulem by good fortune had 
heard what the ſlave ſaid, and followed his father; 
we all three ſet up a great cry, and the old man 
ſeemed a little molifyed, but not enough as to diſ- 
penſe with his committing me to priſon, believing 
he ſhowed me f vour enough in ſparing my life. 
Selima at the ſame time was obliged to own her 
paſſion for me, and Amulem omitted nothing that 

might contribute to appeaſe his father, telling him 
that he was conſcious there was nothing criminal in 
our love, and that it had been condu ed with the 
ſtriteſt vi tue. Elid-lbezu upon this began to reco- 
ver from his tranſport of fury ; and do you really 
love Salem ? (ſays he to Selima.) Ah! my dear father 
(replies ſhe) more than I do life: If it be ſo (an- 

ſwers the father) he muſt inſtantly embrace the 

laws of our holy prophet. Selima very prudently 

did not offer at any reply, for fear of exaſperating 
him more. Elid-Ibezu, who bore an entire affection 

for me, which nothing I could be guilty of was ca- 

pable to efface, notwithſtanding all that had oy 
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the day before ordered me to be called to bim 
next morning. ** Salem (ſays he) I upbraid you not 
with my kindneſs to you, but if you have the leaſt 
ſenſe of it, you cannot miſs to reproach yourſelf 
with the higheſt 4 appt to me. After having 
treated you as my ſon more than as my flave, I 


was even witing that you ſhould loſe the name 


of the laſt in the firſt, by your marrying my daugh- 
ter Selima: and at what expence on your part ? 
Even at an expence that caries the higheſt re- 
ward in its own boſom, which was to acknowledge 
our holy religion, and 'Mzhomet as the prophet of 
God. In the mean time, ungrateful Salem, you not 
only ſhut your eyes to your own intereſt, but even 
have ſeduced my daughter by vows of which I 
cannot approve : but, Salem, take care, friendſhip 
has bounds, and all beyond theſe is implacable fury 
and hatred ; I am now poſitive to be obeyed, or to 
make you feel the effects of my ſevereſt reſentment.” 
I threw myſelf fat his feet, and was goirg to anſwer 
him, but he flung out of the room, telling me that 
he would hear nothing but that he expected to be 
obeyed. 

I remained in a fituation which it is impoſſible to 
deſcribe.z religion, love, honour and friendſhip, 
ſeverally pleaded their rights within me, and put 
me on the rack in whoſe favour I ſhould deter- 
mine. Nothing (cryed I) but death can end this 
cruel diſpute z and what is death, when ſuffered for 
what ought to be the moſt valuable conſideration to 
man, his religion ? Heaven, in whoſe cauſe I ſuffer, 
will I hope either end my pains or my life. While 
made theſe melancholy reflections, Amulem entered 
by chance into my chamber, and perceiving my 
dejection would know the cauſe ; I freely told it him, 
as I concealed nothing from him, and he condoled 
with me upon my unhappy fituatiag} promiſing, at 
the ſame time, to endeavour to diſpoſe his father to 
more fayourable ſentiments in my behalf But, ſaid 
I, what ſhall become of Selima ? He anſwered, that 
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I could not reaſonably expect to ſee her till all the 
confuſion was ſettled, and that in the mean time he 
was going to do all he could for our. mutual happi- 
neſs, exhorting me to Courage and patience. Amy- 
lem was at an age when the conſiderations of reli. 
gion avail but little, and if he had been maſter, they 
would have proved no obſtacle to our happineſs, 
but Elid-Ibezu's old age rendered him ſuperſtitious to 
exceſs, He was for ever employed in ſome act of 
deyotion, and his alms extended even to ' profuſion, 
Amulem prevailed with him fo far that he did not 
inſiſt upon my changing my religion; but the old 
man told him, that he would never beſtow Selima 
but on one who was a good Maſfelman. This 
anſwer, which Amulem brought me back, gave me 
but ſmall comfort as a lover, though Amulem did 


all he could to encourage and revive my fpirits, 


by promiſing that I ſhould ſee Selima every two 
days. After that, I begun to live with Elid-Ibezu 
as before. As he was always teazing me about reli- 
gion, I ſometimes took the liberty to reaſon with 
him, and his anſwer to one objection may ſerve to 
give the reader ſome idea of the manner in which the 
'Turks reafon about religion. How (faid T to him) 
can one have a value for a religion, that only 
propoſes ſenſual ſatisfad ions, and puts the body, 
that deſpicable part of our exiſtence, in poſſeſſion of 
thoſe pleaſures, which of right belong to our im- 
mortal part, the ſoul? how different is the pure, 
the ſublime ſcheme of the Goſpel, from the carnal, 
the groveling principles of the Alcoran ! Salem, 
(would the old gentleman reply very gravely) I pity 
your ignorance, you want the lights which are ne- 
ceſſary for perceiving the holy myſteries. Hear the 
divine reaſoning of our holy prophet. God, whoſe 
will it was, not to manifeſt himfelf all at once to 
men, made himſelf known at firſt only by figures. The 
firſt law which was that of the Jews, is already ful- 
filled. In that he propoſes, as the reward of their 


obedience and virtue, only ſenſual — __ 
| odily 


Man of QUAL ITV. 123 
bodily pleaſures. I he chriſtian diſpenſation, which 
followed that of the jews, was more perfect, as 
being more calculated to gratify the intellectual fa- 
culties, which queſtionleſs, as you ſay, are ſuperiour 
to the corporeal ; this was the ſecond ſtate, which 
God was pleaſed mankind ſhould live under, in order 
to prepare them for the perfect ſtate of grace, to 
which he was to bring them by his Prophet Maho- 
met, whom he choſe as the meſſenger to convey to 
us the richeſt bleſſings both of his mercy and 
power. Mankind does not now live under a law 
which entitles them only to bodily pleaſures, as 
that of the Jews did; nor to ſatisfactions abſtracted 
from ſenſe, as that of the Chriftians ; but the Alco- 
ran unites them both, and beſtows on true believers 
all the enjoy ments that either body or ſoul are capa- 
ble of. We have a fore-taſte of them even ia this 
life ; but how faint is it in compariſon of what we 
ſhall enjoy in the Paradice of the Holy Prophet of 
God! but this fore-taſte is permitted only to the 
believers and practiſers of his will. Thewicked, that 
uſurp in it in this life, ſhall be ſeverely puniſhed by the 
Black Angels, when they appear before the tribuna! 
of God, and his prophet. Your ignorance of this, 
Salem, is the — of your incredulity. 

Elid-Ibezu in the mean time received news of 
his brother Mamelick's being at the point of death. 
Whatever friendſhip and affection he entertained for 
his Brother, his great age would not permit him 
to take ſo long a journey as to Adrianople ; he re- 
ſolved to ſend his ſon, and I was appointed to at- 
tend him, more in quality of a governour than a 
ſlave, We were preſent with Mamelick at his death, 
and took poſſeſſion of his eſtate, which amounted in 
French money to about 1,802,000 livres, for he left 
no children, I underſtood at 4drianople, that the 
emperor of Germany had made a truce with the 

urks for 25 Years; and it was there! ſaw the fa- 
mous count Tekeli, to whom the Grand Signior gave 
at this time the principalities of Vidin, Caranſebes, 
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and Lugos, in lieu of the territories he had loft by 
the emperor in Hungary. I had the curioſity to ap- 
proach that prince, and found that the Turks ſhewed 
him a great deal of reſpe&, on account of what 
he had done and ſuffered for them. He had a 
martial air mixed with too much fierceneſs; a pro- 
digious whiſker, which curled up even to his eye, and 
covered almoſt his whole face. He ſpoke ſeldom, 
but the continual motion he was in, ſhowed him to 
have a good ſtock of vivacity ; he was not a mo- 
ment at reſt. He kept at that time a Bulgarian 
ſlave who was his miſtreſs, and of whom he was 
paſſionately fond. I was told that ſhe uſed to follow 
him to the field, where ſhe always fought in per- 
ſon with a great deal of bravery and addreſs. 'The 
count had enured her to this robuſt exerciſe, by cau- 
ſing her to cut off the heads of a great many German 
priſoners. 'Thus he had the art of inſpiring valour in- 
to all the women whom he loved ; the brave behavi- 
our of the counteſs de Tekeli at the ſiege of Mongars 
is well known. | 

Amulem being reſolved to ſee Coſtantinople before 
he returned to Amaſia, he imparted his deſign to 
me, and it gave me a good deal of uneafineſs. In 
vain did I endeavour to diſſuade him from it, and 
he eaſily ſaw,that my abſence from Selima was 
the greateſt motive of my unwillingneſs. That he 
might baniſh my fears, and the meloncholy, which 
he ſaw hanging about me, he renewed his promiſe 
to make me one day happy, which won me entirely 
Over to his intereſts, When we were near Conſtau- 
tinople, we met a hunting equipage, which we 
judged, by its magnificence, could belong to none but 
the Sultan, who we underſtood was at hand, and 
we went a little aſide to avoid meeting him; when 
all of a ſudden, we heard a noiſe in the wood, 
where the Sultan yet was. When we looked about, we 
ſaw all the hunters running up to the noiſe; we rin 
along with the crowd, «nd the fiſt thing we met 
=. was a horſe very richly accoutercd without a _ 
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When we advanced a few ſteps farther, we ſaw the 
Sultan on foot, the Sultana by his fide, and a man 
dead on the ground near them. This made us halt, 
and we could diſcern the Sultan ſpeaking in a very 
fierce tone to the Sultana, The Turks who com- 
poſed his retinue, had formed a circle round them, 
and were ſtanding with their eyes on the ground, 
which among them is a remark of reſpect. After 
he had talked with her very ſharply for ſome mi- 
nutes, he ordered the dead man's pockets to be 
ſearched, and their was ſome papers found on him, 
which the Sultan read, upon this he drew a poni- 
and, and preſented the point of it to the Su tina 
in a threatning poſture. This ſtruck all the ſpecta- 
tors with the utnoſt horror, who knew the violence 
of that prince*s diſpoſition, At laſt he cauſed her 


to mount her chariot and return to Conſtan ino-, 


ple. We learned from ſome of their {laves that the 
name of the Sultana s was Oſcina, and that ſhe had 
but lately come from Smyrna to the ſeraglio. That 
ſhe had been carried off by Mezzo Morto, the famous 
corſair, from a young Greek to whom ſhe was 
eſpouſed ; and that the corſair had preſented her to 
the Sultan. That ſhe had always ſhown a great 
averſion to the careſſes of the Sultan, who not be- 
ing able to underſtand the reaſon of her melancholy 
and her love of ſolitude, ſuſpected ſhe w.s carry- 
ing on ſome intrigue. That the young Greek, to 
whom ſhe was to h.ve been married, having under- 
ſtood that ſhe was to be that day abroad a hunting 
with the Sultan, had diſguiſed himſelf in the habit 
of an eunuch of the Seraglio, hoping by this means 
to get an opportunity of ſpeaking to his miſtreſs. 
That Mezzo Morto, who was one of the hunting 
match, had obſerved him, and diſcovered him to the 
Sultan, who ſtabbed him with his own hand, before 
the Sultana's face, and that probably the letters 
tound on him were from her. 

Amulem's heart was very ſuſceptible of paſſion, 
and the fight of the fair Sultana had touched it with 
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that of love, which was increaſed by the conſide- 
ration of her misfortunes. Salem (faid he to me) 
if I thought that. young Greek could love any one 
after the loſs of her lover. I would willingly em- 
ploy my life to deliver her from the perſecution 
the ſuffers. I anſwered, that ſuch a project would 
be ſo difficult, that it would be throwing away one's 
life in the very attempt. You have no notion 
(replied he) of the eaſe with which I would bring it 
about: tell me only if I am ſure of you. When 1 
thowed a deal of uneaſineſs at the diſtruſt he expreſſed 
of my zeal and fidelity. Well (ſaid he) 1 will 
engage, that if the Saltana will take my advice, 
we ſhall ſacceed in our deſign before we leave 
Conſtantinople. When he had done ſpeaking to me, 
he went up to the ſlave who had given us the 
account of Oſcina, and having talked with him 
about half an hour, returned to me with a very gay 
aſpect. This is one of the ſlaves in the ſeraglio 
(fays he) and I have won him to my intereſts, by 


the preſent of 100 ſequins, and the promiſe of 


more; and if I had money enough, I would buy 

the very ſeraglio itſelf, At laſt we reache! Con- 

ſtantinople, where we lodg'd with a friend of my 

patron's, whofe name was Genap, and next day 

we viſited all that was remarkable 1n that great city, 

which appeared to me, though not ſo handſome, more 
populous than Adrianople. We went to the market 

of ſlaves, which the Turks call Baſar; Amulem had 

a mind to purchaſe ſome for His father's uſe. We 
examined them all, and 1 found amongſt them ſe- 

veral trench, which gave me a great deal of com- 
paſſion. While I was talking to ſome of them in 

French, one of them begged to ſpeak with me aſide. 

I conſented, and he told me he was a religious, and 

that he had the misfortune to fall into the hands of 

the Turks; then he conjured me to buy him rather 
than any other, for being his countryman, he hoped 

to be leſs rigorouſly treated with me than any other 

maſter, I anſwered that I was not the maſter, mM 

that 
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that I could do ſomething for him. In ſhort Amu- 
lem at my entreaty bought him, with ſome others 
of his own chuſing. When we returned to our lodg- 
ings, Amulem found a ſlave waiting for him: It was 
not the ſame to whom he had given the 100 ſe- 
quins, but another who brought a letter from him, 
informing Amulem that he might ſafely truſt that 
bearer with any meſſage for Oſcina, who would be 
ſure by his means to receive it. Upon this Amu- 
lem wrote the following letter, which he ſhowed 
to me: 

Fair Oſcina, I was a witneſs two days ago in the 
wood, with what barbarity your tyrant treated you. 
had my forces been equal to the love which your 
* eyes then infpired, I had revenged your quarrel up- 
on the ſpot. But fince your perſecutor is covered 
with guards, which muſt render my attempts of ven- 
geance ineffectual, take at leaſt the opportunity, which 
my love ſhall preſent you with, to free yourſelf from 
* his tyranny. All the reward | beg is your heart, 
*and an anfwer, which will give the greateſt pleaſure 
* to that of. AMULE u.“ 

I repreſented to Amulem the danger to which he 
was expoſed in caſe his letter miſcarried. But 
love renders a young and amorous heart inacceſ- 
fible to fear, He gave his letter to the ſlave, ac- 
companied with a preſent. While he was thus in- 
tent on love, I payed a viſit to the French flave, 
who called himſelf a religious, and he gave me the 
following account of himſelf. I am, ſaid he, of a 
good family at Aix in Provence, and about my 
15th year I entered into the order of but my 
natural inclination not leading me to a religious 
profeſſion, I ſoon repented that ſtep : however 
ſhame, and the fear of my relations reſentment, 


kept me within the bounds of decency, and I went 


through the ordinary exerciſes with the reſt of the 

young proficients in the ſociety. But ſeveral good 

qualities, 1 poſſeſſed from nature, could not hinder 

my ſuperiors from keeping me in a perpetual ſtate 
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of humiliation for my ſlips from virtue. Th 
denyed to admit me into the prieſthood, which was 
a ſenſible mortification to me, who had always 
diſtinguiſhed myſelf by my advances in my ſtudies, 
But inſtead of endeavouring to wipe out my dif. 
grace by a more regular behaviour, I ſtudied to 
make myſelf forget it, by indulging my ſecret plea- 
ſures, and reflecting on my ſuperiours for the injuſtice 
which 1 imagined they did me. My diſorders were 
eaſily ſeen through; but all their mild remonſtrances 
were of no effect to reclaim me. However, I put on 
fome appearances of reformation, the better to con- 
ceal my deſigns, and I had the addreſs to purſuade 
my uncle, 0 was a rich banker in Rome, by a 
moving letter which I wrote to him, that | had 
injuſtice done me by my ſupertours. Upon this, he 
procured me a brief of tranſlation, by which I 
might quit the order I was then in, for one leſs 
rigorous 3 nay he procured me by his intereſt a 
permiſſion to come to Rome, where l abandoned my- 
felf to all manner of pleaſures. But what finiſhed 
my ruin was, a fooliſh paſſion J had for a young 
Roman girl, whom ! defigned to marry, My vows 
were an obſtacle to this, and I employed all my in- 
tereſt with my friends, that I might obtain a dif- 
penſation from them. The impoſſibility of my ſuc- 
ceeding in that, threw me into a fit of Ceſpair ; fo 
I reſolied to embark with my miſtreſs to Holland, 
where I was received with open arms ; the miniſters of 
the pretended reformed religion making a mighty 
merit of gaining, as they called it, a. convert out 
of the very boſom of their enemy. I laughed ſe- 
cretly at their credulity, and believed then, as I do 
fill, that the moſt prevailing argument with moſt 
of their converts, is, the greater latitude which 
they thereby enjoy in their ſenſual purſuits. But as 
we were but ill provided in money, and as the cha- 
rity of the miniſters did not extend fo far as to ſup- 
ply us with any, I began already to feel preſures 


of poverty, and to dread the proſpe& of want. I 
8 . FIN addreſſed 
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addreſſed myſelf to à rich Jewiſh trader, begging, 


that he would give me ſome employment under him, 
that might ſecure me from miſery ; he told me, he 
would employ me in one of his counting-honſes up 
the Levant, where he was to ſend a ſhip within a 
day or two. Accordingly my miſtreſs and I embarked 
on board that ſhip, and having ſailed by the coaſts 
of France and Spain, we came to the ſtreights of 
Gibraltar; where we were accoſted by a corſair 
of Gallipoli, who, upon a Signal agreed on betwixt 
the Jew and him, made directly up to us, and we 
were all delivered into his hands for a ſum of mo- 
ney, which we ſaw ep id before our eyes. You may 
imagine wnat were our lamentations, aud with how 
many imprecations we loaded the villain, who had. 
thus betrayed us, but all availed nothing. We were 
conducted to Gallipoli, and ſeperately. fold to the 
ſlave-merchants: As I was pretty well made, I: 
was ſent to Conſtantinople, where I would probably. 
{ell to the beſt account. 

I comforted this poor man as well as I could, tell- 
ing him that in his preſent ſituation he had nothing 
to do but behave well, and he would eſcape all the 
hardſhips that commonly attend ſlavery. As he was 
almoſt naked, | gave him ſome cloaths, and procured- 
that he ſhould be better treated than his companions 
in miſery.. 

Amulem,. to. divert himſelf in his journey, had 
brought along with him the tranſlation 1 made of 
Telemachus ; he wasalways reading it, and he ſhowed 
it to ſome of his friends, who talked of it to the. 
Mufti, who is a kind Pope among the Turks. 
He was curious to read it, and underſtanding it was 
done by a French ſlave, ſent for me. He told: 
me that he was charmed with reading it, and aſked: 
me if we had- many ſuch books in France. I an- 
ſwered that it was true, that Telemachus had a diſtin - 
guiſhed reputation, but that nothing was more com- 


mon than a great many works of learning ap- 


pearing every year and every month in France, and: 
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all excellent in their kinds. The Mufti owned we 
enjoyed an advantage in that point, which gave us 
a good deal of ſuperiority over thoſe of his nation; 
and that a taſte of literature was wanting to crown 
the glory of the Turks. He added ſeveral very judi- 
cious reflections, on the advantage which letters 
would bring to the Ottoman empire. At the firſt 
appearance (ſaid he to me) of the divine Alcoran, 
their was a neceflity of abſtracting the faculties 
of the people from every thing, but an implicit 
obedience to the will of the Holy Prophet ; but 
fince that obedience has been ſo ſucceſsfuly propa- 
gated, and ſo deeply rooted in the minds of men, 
1 can now eafily conceive of what vaſt advantage it 
would be for us, to' cultivate the polite arts and ſcien. 
ces: 1 have had long (continues he) a defign to make 
this propoſal to our incomparable Sultan. After 
this diſcourſe was over, he defired me to tell my pa- 
tron that he would reſerve Telemachus for his own 
uſe, and that I being his ſlave could write out another 
copy for him. I underſtand ſince I came back to 
France, that he has been as goodas his word, and ac- 
tually has procured a printing-houſe to be erected at 
Conſtantinople, where they pay good prices for books 
tranſlated from the French into Turkiſh, Amulem's 
meſſenger returned on the third evening, after he had 
been with Amulem, and brought Oſcina's anſwer, 
which was in theſe words. 
* Whoever you are, may heaven, which has touchel 
« your heart with a compaſſion for my ſufferings, re- 
ward you! you think you have found out the means 
to deliver me, but alas! how is that poſhble ? how 
can you flatter yourſelf that you ſhall be able to pe- 
«netrate the horrors of my priſon, and to deceive the 
* vigilance of my guards? if love is the motive that 
*1mpells you to ſuch an attempt, execute it, and you 
* ſhall be ſure of my gratitude. A heart that is weighed 
* down with ſuch a load of prief, as mine 1s, cannot 
all of a ſadden become tender; but I fell it already 


touched with a ſenſe of generoſity, which, perhaps, 
time 
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« time and acquaintance may ripen into a love for 
« your perſon, Os ci a. 

It is too much, cryed Amulem, when he had read 
the letter; had I a thoufand live: 1 would hazard them 
to ſerve her. He then took up a pen, without mind- 
ing my anſwer, and wrote the following billet to the 
Sultana. 

Madam, vou ſhall either gain your liberty, or I will 
© loſe my life; have patience but for two days, and re- 
«ly upon the care of him, who lives only but to make 
« you happy. Adieu. | 

He wrote another billet to the flave whom he 
had firſt engaged, but who never was allowed to go 
out of the ſeraglio, except with the Sultan, He begged 
that he would aſſiſt him in his attempt, promiſing, 
if he would leave the ſeraglio, to give him his li- 
berty and 4000 ſequins. Ihe firſt favour he defired 
of him was to ſend him an exact deſcription of 
that part of the ſeraglio, in which the Sultana's 
apartment lay, This we received next day, and it 
was ſo diſtinR, that I could not but own that if it was 
true, we might go to it without any guide. Amu- 
lem was refolved to put it to the tryal that very 
night ; his deſign made me tremble, but I had too 
much reſolution to heſitate at any thing, that could 
teſtify my zeal to ſerve my patron. About midnight 
we went to the back door of the gardens of the 
ſeraglio, and mounted the wall by means of a good 
ladder of ropes faftened to the wall by iron hooks, 
and with eaſe got down on the other fide : the 
flave, whoſe name was Sambas, was apprized be- 
fore hand of our coming, and waited for us; we 
retired with him into an arbour, where Amulem re- 
newed all his promiſes: to him; and having con- 
ducted us through ſeveral windings, he brought us to 
the very foot of Oſcina's apartment, who lodged in 

the ſecond ſtory ; her windows had light in them, 
which diſcompoſed our conductor a good deal, till 
we reaſſured him. Amulem conſidered attentively the 
diſpoſition of the places, the height of the windows, 
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and their diſtance from the garden wall; he then gave 
Sambas a billet for Oſcina, informing her to be ready 
the ſecond night after; he recommended the ſame 
thing to Sambas, and we rerurned the ſame way by 
which we entered. 

As I was yet ignorant of Amulem's deſign, he 
told me that he would ſurprize me with a new inven- 
tion, and. that he would leave me to judge if the 
French were more ingenious in matters of pal. 
Jantry than the Turks. When it was day, he bought 
a very light bark, and engaged, by means of mo- 
ney and promiſes, a very able pilot who aſſured him 
of his own aſſiſtance, and that of four ſailors, for 
whoſe fidelity he would anſwer. Amulem then told 
him, that he muſt be with the bark at ſuch an 
hour, in that place of the bay, which is oppoſite 
to the gardens of the ſeraglio. After that, he took 
me along with him to buy a Eaſket of twigs, 
which was about five or fix foot long ; this he lined 
with freeze, and put within it a pillow which might 
ſupport one's head. He then bought four org; oo ta. 
thom of cord, both large and ſmall ; a buckle of iron 


Was fixed to the extremity of the larger cord, which 


was fixed to a pulley, thro' which the ſmaller cords 
run, that the baſket being faſtened to them, it might 
be managed as ſhall be ſeen below. 


All this was done in one day. I am very well 


| ſatisfied with myſclf hitherto (lays Amulem) but I 


hope in 24 hours to be more ſo. In the mean 
time as his head was full of the project, he bought a 


wooden wheel, which might be eaſily managed. As 
ſoon as the appointed night was come, he took leave 
of his landlord, as if he had been ſetting out to re- 
turn home; and then ordered the five ſlaves to car- 


ry along with them the baſket, the ropes, and the 

wheel, and in a ſhort time we reached the bor- 

der of the bay, where we found the bark waiting 

for us. But it's now time to explain the deſign of 
Amulem. 

As he had narrowly remarked the diſtance of the 

| windows 
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windows in the Sultana's apartment from the walls 
of the garden, he conceived, that by faſtning to 
the windows a rope, which could reach entirely 
without the walls, he by this means could caſily 
make the baſket ſlip from the windows of her 
apartment to the garden wall, and thus carry her 
of without running the leaſt riſque. This enter- 
prize at firſt view appeared to me very extravagant, 
but upon ſecond thoughts, I judged it practicable, 
and Amulem who looked upon it as infallible, waited 
with the utmoſt impatience for the appointed hour. 
When we came within a certain diſtance of the wall, 
we made ready the wheel or pully, by which we 
were to ſtraighten the rope after it ſhould be faſtened 
to the window, | 

Amulem ordered me to ſtay there to manage the 
wheel, and receive the baſket gently when it came. 
He then mounted the wall, I helped him to get the 
baſket to the top, and Sambas, who waited on the 
other fide, received it when it came to the ground. 
I then returned to my poſt, having none with me but 
the religious ſlave whom I thought I might truſt, 
We were under fome apprehenfions for fear any one 
ſhould happen to diſturb us, tho' I was fully x Fay 
mined to diſpatch whoever came in our way. Atlaſt, 
after waiting for upwards of half an hour, I judged 
by the movement of the rope, that it was time to 
work with the wheel, and in half an hour more I faw 
the baſket come gently to the ground, the window be- 
ing of no conſiderable height. I received it in my 
arm, but did not care to open it till Amulem came 
vp, that he might have the pleaſure in perſon to deli- 
ver his dear Sultana from her confinement. "Twas 
ſome time before he returned, having ſtayed to un- 
looſe the rope from the window, that there might not 
be the leaſt tract to diſcover how ſhe eſcaped. His 
fay put me into ſome uneaſineſs, which ſoon vaniſhed 
when I ſaw him appear with Sambas. We did not 


loſe a moment of time, but inſtantly got on board the 
bark and ſet fail. A 
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A man muſt have experience of the paſſion, to 
judge of the expreſſions of love, which broke from 
Amulem at the fight of his dear Oſcina: ſhe re- 


ceived 'his tranſports with ſome reſerve, but ſhe 


had not command enough over herſelf to prevent 
her eyes from ſpeaking her grateful ſentiments for 
her deliverance. che remained till break of day 
in the baſket, and Amulem in the mean time ac- 
quainted me with the dangers he had run in getting 
to her chamber. Sambas had happily enough con- 
ducted him to the door. where having ſoftly knocked, 
he was ſtartled at the fight of anold eunuch, who 
came up to him, and in whoſe breaſt he was 
obliged to pludge a dagger : two women who 
lay at Oſcina's bed-ſide met with the ſame fate, 
But then the principle difficulty was, how to get 


to the end of the cord, which he had left without, 


at the bottom of the apartment. There was a 
neceſſity that Sambas ſhould go down and tye it to 
another one, which he threw out of the window 
for that purpoſe ; all which was done, but not with- 
out running a prodigious riſque of being diſcovered, 
The buckle of iron was of great = to fix the 
large cord to the bar of the window. Oſcina 
trembled at the remembrance of all theſe dangers, 
and Amulem applauded himſelf for his ingenious 
invention, | 
Our crew did their duty ſo well, that we were 
ſoon in the black ſea, where we held a council 
to conſider where we ſhould land; as the wind 
was favourable for Natalia, aud Famaſtro in our way 
to Amaſia, we ſteered directly for that place, where 
we landed with great eaſe, and ſold our bark, tra- 
velling the reſt of the journey to Elid-Ibezu's houſe 
by land. | 
That good old man expreſſed great pleaſure at 
the fight of his ſon, and I had likewiſe ſome ſhare 
of his careſſes. He admired the beauty of Ofcina, 
and complimented Amulem upon fo fine a purchaſe. 
We took care that he ſhould not have the leaſt . 
| | ow 
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how we came by her, or what we had riſqued upon 
her account. While all the family of Elid-Ibezu 
were in the utmoſt joy at the return of their young 
maſter, I took occaſion to diſcover to Amulem ſome 
art of the ſentiments which my heart entertained 
for Selima. He heard me with a ſmile, and gave 
me that day the greateſt mark of favour that a 
Turkiſh patron was ever known to confer upon a 
| ſlave, Le gave me the key of the feraglio, which, 
; I obſerved before, he had. With what impatience did 
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| I wait for night! and how exceflive was my joy, 3 
J when at laſt my eyes were bleſſed with the object 1 
g where all my happineſs centered! as ſoon as 1 ſaw 5 h 
her, I threw myſelf at her knees, which ſhe allowed 4 
me to embrace, and gave me a thouſand tender 74 8 
marks of her affection. I ſaw the tears of love IN 
x ſwim in her eyes, when ſhe pronounced the follow- 3 | 
x ing words: Ah Salem! (ſaid ſhe) your abſence has 77. 
i rendered me too unhappy, ever to conſent that yon 1 
0 ſhall leave me any more, for if you ſhould, I could 1 
| not live. My dear Selima (anſwered 1) you may 3þ 
p judge of my pangs by your own ; the two months 1 
Þ that I have lived without ſeeing you, have appeared =Y 
to me ſo many years of a cruel martyrdom, To WER 
2 what places have not I carried your dear image! 213 

that charming idea filled all my foul, my eyes were e 
x inceſſantly turned, and my fighs directed to Amaſia, . 1 
it my heart pointing to that charming place which 1 . 
0 contained my Selima, as the center of all its wiſhes ! | if I 
yy I now throw it at your feet, and heaven is my WY 
K- witneſs with that reluctance 1 ſhall be obliged to 13-80 
ſy leave your preſence. Alas! (continued I) ſhall our {FP 
fe happineſs never be compleat ? muſt we for ever live . 

in an uncertainty, which to one, who lives as I do, a 
1 is worſe than death. When, my charmer, ſhall "454.8 
re we be united by bonds which nothing but death 3 
a can break ? And when ſhall our wiſhes be crowned 1 1 
2. with enjoyment ? Could my wiſhes anſwered ſhe) 48 
nt have brought that happy union about, it had not 1 
5 been delayed till now. I expect every thing un [ 1 

rom jt 
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from the indulgence of Amulem, wo has promiſed 
whenever it is in his power, (as, by the ſtate of Elid- 
Ibezu's health, I judge it will ſoon be) to promote 
our happineſs, provided [I have your conſent 

It was no hard matter for me to get Selima to agree 
to whatever I propoſed, and then it was natural J 
ſhould talk of our marriage to Amulem, who anſwer- 
ed me in theſe terms. 

When you propoſe to marry my fiſter, you pro- 
poſe at the ſame time to abandon me; for I know 
your attachment to Chriſtianity too well, ever to 
imagine that you will turn Muſſelman. And you 
are too well acquainted with the rigour of our laws, 
to ſuppoſe it poſſible to marry a | urk, and yet remain 
a Chriftian : by ſucha conduct, we ſhould. all be 
expoſed: to certain ruin. Notwithſtanding all this 
1 will make you happy, as I have promiſed you both, 
if you leave me to manage for you. You ſee my 
father's death in all human probability is very near; 
when he dies; I promiſe to give you Selima with a 


conſiderable fortune, and ſend you back to Europe, 


notwithſtanding the extreme violence I ſhall do myſelf 
in parting with aperſon, whoſe preſence in ſome mea- 
ſure is become neceſſary to my happineſs, I am not ig- 
norant of your progreſs in Selima's affections; nay, 
they tell me in the ſeraglio, that by your means ſhe is 
a Chriſtian, to which I have no objection, if it 1s a ſtep. 
to your mutual happineſs. 

I thanked Amulem a thouſand times for his kind- 
neſs, and told Selima the reſult of our converſation, 
which gave her infinite pleaſure. When I aſked 
if ſhe would entertain any reluQance to follow me 
into Europe; ſhe anſwered me, that as I was dearer 
to her than her own country, or even her family, 
ſhe could be happy in any corner of the world, if 
in my company, We did not waitlong till Elid- 
Ibezu died ; the death of a patron,. who had treat- 
ed me always with ſo much affe&ion, would have 
afflicted me more deeply, if there had been room in 
my heart for any other ſentiments than of 
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love for my dear Selima. Amulem, by his father's 
death, found himſelf one of the richeſt private men 
in all Aſia, As ſoon as decency would permit him, 
he called me into his apartment, where he gave Se- 
lima into my hands, with a tenderneſs ſo cordial 
and ſincere, that it drew tears of gratitude and 
joy into my eyes. I could bave wiſhed in that 
happy moment to have paſſed my whole life in 
Amaſia, and that the laws of my religion had not 
put me under a neceſſity of leaving ſo agreeable a 
family. As for Selima, ſhe almoſt fainted away with 
joy, when ſhe underſtood the happy event of our 
loves; and from that moment we began to recep all 
the pleaſures of an uninterrupted conſtancy in a ten- 
der paſſion, Could a man continue in the ſame 
ſtate which I then experienced, he might be fail to 
be too happy. We were not long employed about 
the preparations for our voyage ; Amulem offered 
me the choice of whatever I thought for my pur- 
E in his houſe. 1 contented myſelf with 
egging the freedom of the religious ſlave, and the 
ſlave called Agada, of whom Seli ma was very fond. 
He gave us two ſlaves more, to ſerve us on our jour- 
ney ; and was at the pains himſelf to mark out the road 
we ſhould take towards Satalia, which is a conſide- 
rable City, ſituated upon the borders of the Mediter- 
ranean, where we ſhould be ſure to find a veſſel 
bound for Europe. On the evening before our de- 
parture, he preſented me with 25,000 ſequins, and 
delima with about the ſame ſum in diamonds and 
Jewels. And then we ſet out on our journey, loaded 
with his liberalities, and filled with the moſt grateful 
ſenſe of his favours, We paſſed through Caramania 
in ten days, during which time Selima did not diſ- 
cover the leaſt ſymptom of being fatigued. We were 
both in the ſame chaiſe, in the full and unenvied poſ- 
eſon of one another, and would not have changed our 
lots to have been maſters of the wkole earth. How 
many ſighs, how many tender marks of paſſion did 
ve exchange! Ah ! (would my dear wife cry) ſhall 
we 
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we at laſt ſee and love one another without interrupti- 
on! and ſhall I be at laſt in the quiet poſſeſſion of my 
dear Salem ! yes (would I anſwer) Salem is yours, and 
only lives for his dear Sclima. 

When we came to Satalia, I cauſed myſelf to paſs 
for an Armenian merchant, who was going into Italy 
to trade, We were obliged to ſtay in that city about 
a month, to take the opportunity of a veſſel which 
was bound to Cadiz before winter. I was not ill 
pleaſed that I was obliged to touch at Spain, becauſe 
I could ihere have an occaſion of ſeeing ſome of my 
relations that were in that country. I bargained with 
the captain for the paſſage of my wife, myſelf, and 
four ſervants, and we put to {ea with a fair gale : But 
we were ſcarce got out of the road of Satalia, when a 
violent wind drove us upon the coaſt of Rhodes, 
which is about ſeven or eight leagues diſtant from 
Natolia. The weather being changed, we ſtood off 
for the heights of Candia, where I begged the captain 
to put in to paſs the winter. He anſwered me in a 
reſolute manner, that we had nothing to fear, and 
that I might depend upon it we ſhould make Cadiz 
before the ſeas became dangerous. However we 
were fo toſt about for ſome days after, that we una- 
nimouſly reſolved to put in at the firſt port of Italy 


that we could make, which was Leghorn ; where 


we arrived, after a thouſand difficulties, 
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TMADE a vow to heaven that I would never 
] any more expoſe, to the mercies of the faithleſs 
Waves, whatever was molt dear to me upon Earth, 
So [ took a lodging at Leghorn, with an intent to 
as the winter in that city; but reflecting that, 
—.— peopled moſtly with merchants it was not a 
place to glve Selima a very favourable idea of Europe, 


I judged it would be proper to remove to Florence, 


where we would be both of us entertained with the 
magnificence of building, the beauty and regularity 
of their ſtreets, and the converſation of perſons of the 
higheſt diſtintion, who reſide there. And as I endea- 
voured to efface out of Selima's mind whatever could 
recall the idea of her own country, I took care that ſhe 
ſhould contract ſome acquaintances which might ſerve 
to divert her at Leghorn, We had fitted oarſelves in 
French dreſſes, which gave Selima ſo fine an air, and 
ſo delicate a ſhape, that I ſhould have had a great 
deal more pains to have concealed her than I had to 
make her — I viſited ſome ladies of qua- 
lity, who lodged hard by the houſe which I had 
hired, and __ the common compliments were 
over, I begged leave to introduce my wife to their 
acquaintance, There is no place more polite and 
obliging to ſtrangers than Florence, and the ladies 
ſhowed the greateſt forwardneſs to accept of the 
propoſal. Selima had no ſooner appeared at ne of 
thear 
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their aſſemblies, than her beauty and perſon were 


talked of over all the city. She had Italian enough 


to make herſelf underſtood, and the graceful man- 
ner in which ſhe fpoke made amends for all the 
defects which were in her expreſſions. I made no 
ſecret of our. adventures, the ſtrangeneſs of which 
Joined to-the fame of Selima's beauty, excited the 
Great Duke's curioſity ſo much, that he expreſſed a 
great inclination to ſee us. We were introduced 
by the Chevalier de with whom ] had contract. 
ed a familiarity ; I had reaſſumed the title of the 
Marquis de and conſequently Selima bore the 
ſame. We were received by the Grand Duke with 
the greateſt goodneſs, mixed with a thouſand civi- 
lities. He, repeated many times that the Marchio- 
neſs was the fineſt woman he had ever ſeen, and his 
eyes were inceſſantly fixed on her ; he told her he 
would be glad to contribute to her entertainment, 
and that ſhe muſt be prefent at a ball, which the 


prince Gaſton John was to give to the ladievof | 
the firſt quality in Florence, We then took cur, e 
leave, very well ſatisfied with our reception. The 


Chevalier ſupped at my lodgings, where we were 
very merry. After ſupper, he told me he wanted 
to ſpeak with me in private. If you were leſs my 
friend (ſays he) than you are, I would not hazard 


the diſcovery which 1 am now to make. You lit- 


tle know the Great Duke; he is the moſt dangerous 
man in the whole world in point of gallantry : 
I could entertain you all nign with the bare rela- 
tions of the adventures he has run through, and the 
dangers to which he has expoſed himſelf, that he 
might gratify his inclination for the women he 
Hked. Your wife has touched him, and the whole 
court perceives it as well as I; you have nothing 
to dread on her part, becauſe ſhe is wiſe ard virtu- 
ous, but you have every thing to be afraid from the 
violence of the Great Duke, and remember that one, 
who is your ſincere friend, adviſes you to be upon 
your guard, 

I thanked 
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1 chanked the Chevalier for his advice, but all 
the opinion I entertained of his wiſdom could 
not prevent my believing that his advice was owing 
to his Italian gentus, which naturally inclines to 
jealouſy, and 1 thought it would have been weak- 
neſs to have endeavoured to prevent what I had fo 
little grounds to apprehend. I did not ſo much as 
ſpeak of it to Selima, and we paſfed the reſt of the night 
in our uſual tranqui-ity. Next morning a gen- 
tleman came to me from the Great Duke, he was 
attended by four footmen, who were loaded with 
a baſket of fruits and rarities for madam the 
Marchioneſs. The gentleman made mea very genteel 
compliment : we received the preſent with all the 
' reſpe& which the quality of the perſon who ſent it 
claimed, and we were-not wanting in our acknow- 
ledgments when we went to wait on the Great 
Duke, which we did on purpoſe.” I efteem merit 
(anſwered he) wherever 1 find it, and while you 
continue at Florence, you may depend upon meeting 
with all the marks of eſteem that I can beſtow. 
He then propoſed a party at cards, but Selima ex- 
cuſed herſef, as being ignorant of the European 
games: no matter (replied the Duke) I ſhall have 
the pleaſure to teach you. He then took her by 
the hand, ſat down with her at table, and called 
for cards. * Some of his gentlemen engaged me 
in a party along with them in another corner of the 
hall, and thus we paſſed the night till the Great 
Duke's ſupper was ſerved vp : after that was over, 
and we were returned to our lodgings, Salem 
(laid Selima) what do you think? has not the great 
duke tatked, to me of love? he would make 
me believe that he burns with the moſt violent paſſi- 
on, and that it would be the height of cruelty not 
to pity him ; in ſhort, he has ſaid a thouſand fine 
things of that nature to me. But you don't an- 
hwer ; (continued ſhe more ſerioully) I want to know 
what we do at Florence, and why I ſhould be ex- 
poſed to theſe ſort of attacks. I anſwered, that ſhe 


knew 


W 


» 
474 — — — —— —— 
— RT — — . — 


4 


oY 
af — 


3 — 


7 


3 


* * 5 

. *- 2 I'S = 35 vo 

D BS. 
o = a 4 


= — 


* = 


en 


a 5 [&KDS- _— 
—- 7 ak 
* 
* * 


* 


— * 
r 
— 


r War” P 
1 a 


LSE? 


Py 
as <4 


"4x, Wag” 


Ta - 


a v8 ul 
PAY,” - 


—— 


_—. 
-_ 


r 


ney 
12 
N 2 
4 r 2 


44 s [ ry ww 2 
e 


PRC” EO — — 


N > 
* . 5 * 4 


KL.” 


. 
— . 005 204 os 
2 x G—_ _ +- * 


—— 2 4 
, 42 4 — 
— 
= i 
» > 
1 7 PS” : 
wy 


- 
64. 4-< 


. 
a * 
— 
44 
— - 2 
7 
Py 


nes re A ARDS FI NT 


1 — 2110 — 
7 P 
2 
9 = — 
aw 
4 * . 
* . 


! 7 
——— 


"IS » a= *% i 
4 ada * 
1 
5 


= A 5 N 


een 


F 


— 
393 / 


7 . 
— 


ee 
2 - 


m—_ 
. 


— 
— 
x 


x — 
1 
—— — apy Sug} any 
w 4 ">" — \ 


a 
* 
— 
— 
= 


: 
- Pp" A 

—— — 
4. a 
[2 . 


* 


— — — 2 — 
— — — * „30 


22 — — 
N 9 ö 
n 


* 


— * 
7 1488 * 
» « « 


4s 2+. oa — a * 
— — 
ALLE TE 


A - * 
2 — * 
8 « * 
I ub IONS, 
6 - 


142 ĩ MEMOIRS a 


knew very well we were obliged to wait at Flo. 
rence, till a favourable occaſion 22 to tran- 

ſport us to France, and as for the Great Duke, 
it was only the effect of his European gallantry, 
which always ſays fine things to every pretty wo- 
man that comes in the way. I was however in- 
wardly a good deal vexed at what Selima had 
told me, and when I reflected on the adviſe 
of the Chevalier——, I dreaded the conſequences, 
While I was wraped in theſe thoughts, a French 
footman, whom I had taken into my ſervice fince 
my arrival at Florence, came to tell me that the 
Cardinal de Janſon was in that city, and was 
| Juſt going to viſit his nephew the Count of Roſam- 
bert, who was in the Abbey de Buon Solazzo, 
At the name of that dear Count I remained* for 
ſame minutes mute and confounded, and then all 1 
could do, was to make my footman repeat the ſame 
thing two or three times over. What (cried I) 
is my dear Count de Roſambert in Italy, that friend 
to whom I am bound by ſo many tender obliga- 
tions of love and efleem ? but has he quitted the 
world, and with it the remembrauce of me ? no 
matter, I muſt again embrace him a thouſand 
times, and revive in my mind thoſe happy mo- 
ments which we have ſo often ſpent together. Se- 
lima, ſurprized to ſee me in ſuch a tranſport, would 
know the reaſon of my joy. I informed her 
who the Count de Roſambert was, and the reaſons 
which I had to love him. I ſent likewiſe my foot- 
man through the city, to inform himſelf where the 
Cardinal de Janſon had alighted ; and underſtood 
from him, that he had put up at an inn hard by my 
lodgings, where he remained incognito, in order 


to avoid the incombrances of ceremony and viſits. 


J judged that a viſit from me would be no diſagree- 
ble ſurprize upon him ; accordingly I ſent in my 
name, as a French gentleman who wanted to wait on 
him. As ſoon as 1 had told him the motive of my 


viſit, and the intimate friendſhip that was * 
: e 
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che Count his nephew and me, the good Cardi- 
| nal embraced. me with great affection, and we en- 

tered into a diſcourſe fal of reciprocal confidence. 
; Would you have believed (faid he to me) that the 
poor Count would have taken ſo extraordinary a 
reſolution, after a life like his, full of difficulties 
ind danger? what have I not ſaid and done, to 
make him forgoe this -unhappy turn of ſpirit, or 
at leaſt, if he muſt enter into a religious life, to in- 
duce him to embrace one leſs auſtere ! but all was 
ineffectual, I was obliged to give way to the tor- 
rent of his reſolution, and at the ſame time hum- 
bly admired the diſpoſitions of providence. I am 


tion from the angelical life which, they tell me, 
he leads. I anſwered the Cardinal, that no one was 
more ſurprized or more affected, than I was, at the 
change which was wrought apon the' Count : but 
that, having ſpent good part of my own life in a 
foreign country, I was ignorant of the nature of 
the order into which the Count had entered. You 
don't then know, ſays the Cardinal, what is known 
to all the wor.d beſide. Come with me to the Ab- 
bey of Buon Solazzo, there you will underſtand from 
the mouth of brother Arſene himſelf, (for that 1s the 
name the poor Count now afſumes) the motive which 
have induced him to embrace this liſe. But, continues 
he, in what part of the world have you been, ſince you 
ate ignorant of a converſation which has made ſuch 
a noiſe ? 

I fatisfied the Cardinal's curioſity, by giving him 
a ſuccin& account of my adventures from the time 
that I had left the Count de Roſambert. I recounted 
io him the dangers which I had eſcaped in England 
and Germany, the long ſlavery which I had under- 
gone, and the ſurprizing manner in which I was de- 
hvered from it: I even did not forget my amour 
with Selima, and the happineſs I then enjoyed in 
her company. I perceived that he heard the ftory 
of my amour with great attention. As I had * 
the 
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now to pay him a viſit, in order to receive edifica- 
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the word marriage, without ever mentioning either 
prieſt or ſacrament, the Cardinal aſked me, after [ 
Rad done with my relation, if that dear charming 
Selima of which I ſpoke was a Chriſtian, and if ſhe 
had received baptiſm ? no (anſwered 1) I delay the 
formality both of that and our marriage till we ar- 
rive in France, where they can both be performed 
with more convenience. I cannot approve of your 
delay, anſwered the Cardinal: You ought, as ſoon 
as you touched upon a Chriſtian country, to have 
initiated her, whom you call your ſpouſe, into the 
holy myſteries of our religion, I excuſed myſelf 
the beſt way I could for this omiſſion, then took 
my leave, promiſing that I would do myſelf the 
honour to attend him to the Abbey of Buon-Solazzo, 
I returned next day to his lodging at the hour he 
had appointed, attended only by a footman and the 
religious whom I had delivered from ſlavery. He 
had lived in my houſe in a ſecular habit ever ſince 
I came into Italy, and hearing me talk of my viſit 
to the Abbey, begged that he might accompany me 
thither, We arrived there pretty early, and the Car- 
dinal defired to be received without any ceremony, 
The firſt thing he enquired for of the Prior, was to 
ſee brother Arſene ; he appeared in a little time, but 
ſo altered, ſo disfigured by his auſterities and penan- 
ces, that it was with difficulty I recollected I had ever 
ſeen bim. The modeſty and contentment, that fat 
upon his countenance, were proofs of the tran- 
—_ he enjoyed in his ſoul. He ſaluted the 
ardinal by proſtrating himſelf at his feet; as ſoon 
as he was raiſed, and had ſpoken a few words, he 
turned himſelf to me. I could not reſiſt the extream 
impulſe I had to run into his arms. He knew me 
again, in ſpite of all the alterations which years and 
hardſhips had made upon my perſon, and I could 
perceive ſome tears trickle down his cheeks. All 
the reſpe which I owed to the preſence of the Car- 
dinal could not hinder me from crying. My dear 
Count ! is it thus I ſee you again ? Oh ! my dearand 
virtuous 
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neceſſary to, the ſalvation of a ſoul like yours, what 
mult become of mine? He anſwered me in a modeſt 


and obliging manner. The Cardinal made us both fit 


down by him, and the converſation turned upon ge- 
neral ſubjects. After the Count had informed us of 
whatever related to bis perſon in his preſent ſituation, 
and the ſatisfaction he found in his retirement, we 
begged him to give us an account of the motives that 


determined bim to quit the world. He began his 


relation from the war of Italy, where he firſt felt 
ſome beams of the Divine Grace. In the year 1693, 
he was wounded fo dangerouſly at the battle of Mar- 


ſaglia, that he remained for ſqgas time amongſt the 


dead bodies without ſenſe, ad was ſtript with the 


reſt, and probably had been buried too, if one of the 


ſoldiers, who knew him by looking more narrowly 
upon him, had not diſcovered, ſome ſign of life. But 


as his hiſtory is pringed under the title of the Life 


of the Count de RoKmbert, I ſhall not repeat what 
may be found N I ſhall only take notice, that 
perceiving himſelfWngerouſly wounded, and ready to 
faint away, he made a vow to retve to La Trappe, 
if heaven ſhould grant him his life. After he was 
cured he forgot his vow ; but being attacked ſome 
years after with a violent fever, he reſumed his reſolu- 
tions of retirement ſo effectually, that he actually en- 
tered into the abbey of La rappe, notwithſtanding all 
the oppoſition which his family and relations could 
make. He lived in the convent with that piety which 
gained him the admiration of all about him, until the 
Abbot of La Trappe ſent him to Buon-Solazzo, in com- 
pany with ſome others, who were to form a religious 
ouſe there. He there preſerved the ſame love for re- 
tirement, and ſhewed the ſame ardour for whatever re- 
lated to the ftate of his ſoul. 85 
The account which brother Arſene gave of him- 
ſelf, was heard with equal pleaſure and admiration 
by all the ſpeQators, ſuch was the variety of his 
adventures, and ſuch the 1 of ſoul, which 
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virtudus friend! if ſo ſevere a reſolution as this was 
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he ſhewed in the generous ſacrifice he made of his life 
to heaven. We paſſed the night in the abbe , 

After I had retircd to the chamber where 1 
was to ſleep, | was ſurprized to fee the religious 
whom I had brought along with me, enter and throw 
himſef upon his knees at my feet How many 
obligations (ſaid he) am I under to you, and how 
ſhall I be ever able to acquit myſelf of any part of 
the debt? You delivered me from a cruel ſlavery 
in Turkey, which | deſervediby my extravagancics, 
and to-day by you I am poſſeſſed of the means of 
expiating all the follies of my paſt life, 'by imitating 
the example of father Arſene. What I would beg of 
you, fir, is, that you would intercede with the fa- 
ther Abbot to to allow me to copy after that fair ex- 
ample of penitence, by living and dying in this 
houſe : .T his 1s a favour I would value more than 
to be maſter of the world. I approved of his reſoluti- 
on, and ſpoke of it to the Cardinal, who, at my intrea- 
ty, was ſo good as to preſent him to the father Abbot. 
'l hus my recommendation had all the ſucceſs I could 
have wiſhed. We left theſe holy men, having begged 
them to remember us in their prayers : This favour 1 
particularly in:reated from brother Arſene in right of 
the tender friendſhip which had always ſubſiſted be- 
twixt us. 8, 

I AWas returning in a very compoſed ſtate of mind 

to Florence, diſcourſing all the way with two gen- 
tleman that belonged to the Cardinal, who followed 
us at a diſtance in a imall chaiſe by himſelf, when 
we perceived a coach and fix, which were driving 
furiouſly toward the place where we were. When 
they came up, we obſerved the ſhutters of the coach 
were up, ſo we paſſed them without taking any fur- 
ther notice. Although this adventure ſeemed to have 


very little in it that concerned me, it made ſuch |; 


an impreſſion upon me, that I became very thought- 
ful, and could nor fort ear to look ſeveral times 
back to the coach. A little after, we met ſome 
Muleteers who were coming from Florence: I ba. 

| them 
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them if they knew whoſe coach it was that had paſſed 
us. No, anſwered they : But as we were comin 
out of the city, 'we ſaw two ladies who were walk- 
ing in the grove near the wall without the gate, 
when the ſame coach appeared all of a ſudden ; two 
gentlemen who came out of it ſeized the ladies, and 
obliged them'to getinto the coach. One of them 
ſeemed to make no reſiſtance, but the other made a vi- 
olent ſtruggle, and, as we thought, was crying; but 
we were at ſome diſtance, and never mind other peo- 
ples affairs. 1 

This relation threw me into ſome uneaſineſs; 
I thought that although we did not live in ay. age of 
knight-errantry, yet honour and humanity obliged 
us to take ſome part in this adventure ; though I was 
far from imagining that I had any ſhare 1n it, as I 
afterwards found I had. While 1 was in ſome doubt 
how to behave, I ſaw a perſon on horſe-back riding 
full gallop, who came up to me in an inſtant; I 
ſoon perceived that it was the French footman whom 
I had hired at Florence, What's the matter, Comtois ? 
ſaid l, in ſome confuſion. .' He told me, he was go- 
ing to look for me at the abbey, to inform me that 
Madam the Marchioneſs had gone out along with 
Madam de in her coach; that he waited upon 
her; but that the ladies having quitted the coach 
went to walk on foot, and that his miſtreſs ſince 
that time could not be heard of, notwithſtanding all 
the pains he had taken to find her out, and that 
he thought it his duty to inform me of all theſe 
circumſtances, 

This account was too clear an explanation of 
what was meant by the coach's hurry ; all my 
blood boiled in my veins, and I trembled with ex- 
ceſs of rage. Gentlemen, ſays], to my compani- 
ons, I hope you are men of too much honour to 
abandon me; my wife is violently carried off in 
the coach we met. At theſe words we returned 


back with all the ſpeed our horſes could make, 


and rode a full hour without once ſtopping, At 
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laſt we perceived the coach. It appeared that the 
three footmen, who were behind the coach without 
livery, had informed their maſter that they ſaw 
four or five. men following them in full career, 
becauſe when we came near the coach it ſtopped all 
of a ſudden, not being able to out-drive us. The 
firſt thing I did, after we came up, was to pull open 
the coach door. Selima (for it was actually ſhe) 
gave a great cry at ſeeing me, and the firſt thing 
The did was to ſpring into my arms. Do ] ſee 
again my dear Selima, ſaid I, what villains muſt 
they be that have made this attempt upon your 
virtue? Upon this a voice anſwered me out of 
the coach, Not ſo faſt, good fir; What do you mean 
by all this noiſe? at the ſame time I perceived it 
came from the Prince Gaſton John, who thruſt his 
bead out of the coach door. I was prodigiouſly 
ſurprized to ſee him. Ha! Prince, ſays I, who 


attempt? He anſwered me with an affeQation of 
mirth, that he ſhould not take me for a French- 
man, becauſe I underſtood fo little of gallantry. 
Did you think, ſaid he, that I was going to take 
your ſpouſe's. life? No, Sir, replied I; but the 
French know how to diſtinguiſh betwixt gallantry 
and rudeneſs. You begin, replied he, to forget your- 
ſelf. Madam (turning to Selima) can you complain 
of any rudeneſs I offered you ? Selima anſwered 
very plainly, that it was a baſeneſs unworthy of a 
Prince to carry a lady off notwithſtanding all her 
prayers and refiftance, The anſwer, replied he, 1 
pretty Turkiſh, and ſo he ordered the coach to 
drive on. 
1 own, this way of proceeding had almoſt made 
me run into an exceſs of fury; but I checked it, think- 
ing myſelf happy in being able to recover my deat 
Selima. I was obliged io mount her. behind me 
ufon the horſe, ſo we went back to Florence ver] 
ſoftly, She told me on the rode, that I had ſcarce 
, gone to the abbey, when the Great Duke ſent * 
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of his gentlemen to beg that ſhe would come and 
divert herſelf at his palace; that ſhe had excuſed. 
herſelf, pretending to be a little indiſpoſed : but 
after dinner another meſſenger came from the 
Prince Gaſton John, begging very earneſtly, that 
the would be at the ball, which he was that night to 
ive to the ladies of Florence, and where the Great 
Puke was to be: That ſhe with fome difficuly 
excuſed herſelf from this likewiſe. ; and that when it 
was pretty late, a company of maſks, amongſt whom 
the Great Duke was in perſon, attempted to get into 
my houſe, but that ſhe had made uſe of a good deal of 
intreaty that they would leave her quiet for that night: 
At laſt that M.dam de —, who had always pretended 
to be our friend, came about nine o' clock next mor- 


ning to carry her to maſs in her coach. That after 


maſs ſhe prevailed with her to take a turn in 
the fields on foot, and that ſhe did not doubt this 
was done of deſign to betray her, ſince Madam de 
a no ſurprize when the Prince Gaſton John 
eared. 
* called immediately to mind the advice I got from 
the Chevalier de——, He had drawn ſuch a picture 
of the Grand Duke, and; of the ladies about court, 


who rendered themſelves ſerviceable to him in his a- 


mours, as would have alarmed me and put me upon my 

ard, if I had been a little more diſtruſtful and jea- 
dus in my nature. But it never entered in my head, 
that a man at the Great Duke's age could be capable 
of ſo much weakneſs, or that his brother would have 
debaſed himſelf ſo far as to ſerve him in theſe mean 
practices. i 

The more we reflected upon this odd adventure, 
the more we ſaw the neceſſity of our quitting Flo- 
rence, The ſea on was too far advanced for us to 
think of going into France, beſides Selima began 
to perceive ſome inconveniencies that attended a_wo- 
man that is with child, I conſulted with the Car- 
dinal de Janſon, who adviſed me to paſs the reſt of 
the Winter at Rome. I immediately. ordered a lit» 
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ter to be made, to tranſport Selima, and we ſet 
out for Rome, in four days after. without my taking 
leave of any talian,except the Chevalier de ——- , 
We had a pleafant journey : When we arrived at 
Rome, I found the Cardinal Janſon, who had got 
there before me, (! being obliged to travel flow by 
reaſon of Sclima's condition and he had taken care 
to provide us. in-lodgings in the place Navonne, 
which is the pleaſanteſt part of the city. I did not 
fail to carry Selima along with me, when I went to 
thank him for the honours he had done me : the 
Cardinal complimented me upon my poſſeſſing ſo 
fine a woman, and kept us both to dine with him, 
After dinner, the company begged of me to pive 
them an account of my adventures, which they 
heard both with ſurprize and pleaſure. 1 he Ca- 
dinal took this opportunity to inſinuate that I had too 
long delayed the baptiſm of my wife, and my 
three domeſticks which I had brought from Amaſia. 
I'thanked him for his friendſhip; and we agreed that 
his eminency ſhould ſend one of his Almoners to 
inſtruct Selima'; not that ſhe had any occaſion for 
inſtruction, but it was decent that ſhe ſhould go thro? ' 
ſuch a ceremony before her baptiſm. The Car- 
dinal was at firſt of opinion that it ought to be 
performed with great pomp and ſolemnity, and of- 
fered to baptize her with his own hand ; but both 
Selima and I declined this, and it was reſolved that 
it ſhould be done without any noiſe or oftenta- 
tion, in a ſmall convent of Benedictines, which was 
hard by. Art length, the important day arrived, 
when I embraced my dear Selima as a Chriſtian, 
and when the ſacrament of marriage made our en- 
gagement more holy, but neither more teuder nor 
more indiſſoluble. f 

Whatever pains we had been at to keep the ce- 
remony private, we could not prevent a good many 
perſons of the firſt quality from aſſiſting at it. | 
heard them cry from all corners of the church, 


La bella Chriftiana ! La bella Chrifiiana! 1 wi 
| accla- 
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acclamations filled me with a ſenſible joy and ſatis- 
faction. As ſoon as we returned home, | took Selima 
aſide, and ſpoke to her in thoſe terms : My dear 
wife, embracing her tenderly, your Salem is the 
ſame at Rome as at Amaſia : It is not in his power to 
love his Selima more or leſs than he does. His heart 
was formed capable of receiving the deepeſt 
impreſſion of your charms, and incapable. of being 
affected with any other; no alteration of time or 
place, neither life nor death can make any in wy 
breaſt. But, ſay my de r Selima, has your heart 
ſuffered no change ? Is Salem as dear to you as e- 
ver? Is he ſtill the ſame Salem, whoſe preſence to 
you was ſo. agreeable, and his abſence ſo intoler- 
able? The ſacraments of the Church have this day 
renewed our engagements ; does your heart tell you 
that theſe were neceſſary to perpetuate our mutual 
paſſion ? Selima was ſome time before ſhe - an- 
ſwered me, as if her tongue had been at a loſs to 
expreſs the ſentiment which filled her heart. But 
her eyes, to whoſe language I was no ſtranger, 
told me part of what paſſed within her breaſt At 
laſt ; how many cruel queſtions mult I anſwer? ſaid 
ſhe, ungrateful and unjuſt as you are, to o lige me 
to a declaration of what I never gave you the lealt 
grounds ta, doubt. You' aſk me, if my heart 1s 
ſill the ſame ? You know too well that you are 
the object of all its paſſions and all its wiſhes, and 
the ſource of all its defires - I chal'enge you 10 
call to remembrance, a moment fince the firſt one 
when I became yours, in-which I diſcovered an incli- 
nation, but when it was agreeab e to yours, or ever 
formed a reſolution, but what you directed. Have 
not abandoned myſelf ſo entirely to the love of 
you, that I did not beſtow one parting ſigh at 2 
my mother, my brother, or my ſiſters ? Do not al 
my words, my lcoks, and my actions center in 
you ? What can I think of fo cruel a queſtion ? 
but that you are become ſatiate with my affe à ion, 
and ſearch for ſome pretence to break with _=_ 

WO 


Lads SIE OL REED: oo 


= Re 


n 
e . 


1 18 


PEER 


. 


FD 
7 
I 


1 * * 
= * 
5 — 


1 4 E -&A - 
* 2 


— 


— — 
bd 12 * A 


— 1 5 2 ** = * b 2 — — 
e 


7 


r 


An. 


— 


323 
* 

oo” 
TP 


- 
7 
332 


2 


1 
a 0 


RIES — *. 
- — LI es 


* _ 


a 
GC 


4 Ap< 
— ty v4 X's 


N 
» . p 
4 i 4 „ 


Fe got 


-_- 


> ES 
. SE 


: — 8 - * . = - < — 
+5 ee nn Lhe l 
. 8 — yo — — 7 - 7 * N — * . — a ” 
ow iSdÞ I» 4 > wb — rd —— fa V 


— 


r 


* 
il 
Ar . 
26% wr. 


S Ce 
- 
* 


— 


A — 
NN 


e eee, 


e 2 C 


* 


— 


2a EAR 
e 


I = - 
wn me nn 


9 >. 
— 
Lo * 4 > 


„ 
e 


ao 3 ntS$- 


* 
IE 5 


1-2 MEMOIRS of s 
who lives only for you? Cruel man, if you deprive 
= of your love, deprive me likewiſe of my own 
life. 
1 heard Selima out with a wonderful ſatis faction, 
both becauſe ſhe made ſo ſtrong a declaration of her 
love, and becauſe ſhe ſpoke in ſo moving a manner ; 
But I took care to divert the ſubject whenever I 
found that ſhe began to be ſeriouſly affected. The 
leaſt tear that ſhe could have ſhed upon that occaſion, 
would have drawn drops of blood from my heart, 
I appeaſed her by putting her in mind of what ſhe 
had told me a great many times, that an union of 
hearts could only be the effect of their being formed 
by heaven for one another, and that ſuch an union 
was diſſolvable only by death: and conſequently 
that jealouſies, fears, diſtruſts, and other weakneſſes 
of that nature, were unworthy of our paſſion; that if 
at any time we ſeemed to give admiſſion: to any 
of theſe petty diſturbances, they ſhould be ſo ma- 
naged, as only to give a higher reliſh'to the mutual 
happineſs we enjoyed. In the mean time, Selima's 
pregnancy advanced, on which account ſhe ſtirred 
but little abroad, and I commonly kept her com- 
. pary within doors; if at any time IJ paid a viſit 
to an intimate friend, it was only to pick up ſome- 
thing by which Selima might be diverted when J 
returned home. In great cities there are few days 
paſs in which ſomething extraordinary does not 
occur, that ſeryes to divert people who have a wy 
deal of time on their hands, as we then had 
Rome is remarkably fertile this was, becauſe its 
inhabitants are commonly employed either in in- 
trigues of politicks or love. One thing hap- 
pened during my ſtay there, which 1 ſhall inſert in 
theſe Memoirs, without any fear of cenſure from 
my reader. | 
One of the Receivers-General of the Eccleſiaſtical 
Revenues, whoſe name was Murini, grew ſo rich 
upon his employment, that he was accounted one 
of the moſt wealthy private perſons in Rome, His 
ex- 
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expences were high, he kept open houſe; and 
was never ſo well pleaſed as when he. ſaw his 
table well filled, which it ſometimes was, by per- 
ſons of the fitſt quality, who were always fond of- 
his perſin and converſition. Murini had five chil- 
dren, four of which were ſons, and one a daughcer ; 
he had giving them ſo liberal an education, that 
they were poſſeſſed of all the accompliſhments ne- 
ceſſary to give a luſtre to the riches they were 
to inherit. But fortune, Who takes a pleaſure in 
humbling the moſt elevated, ſoon exerciſed her ſpite 
upon. this unhappy family. Some buſy tongue: 
whiſpered to the Pope, that ſuch riches could only 
be amaſſed. by indired practices, and commiſſioners: 
were appointed to enquire. into the affair, and to in- 
ſpect his accounts. It was in vain for Murini to- 
object to ſeveral perſons named in the commiſſion, 
who were known to be his enemies ; and being found: 
guilty, in leſs than ſix weeks time he ſaw himſelf 
ſtript of his immenſe eſtate ; but to compleat his 
misfortune, ſome creditors, that were not at Rome: 
during the time of his proceſs, put in their claims, 
which deprived him of all that was neceſſary for the 
ſupport of his life, inſomuch that he ſoon: found. 
himſelf in the utmoſt miſery, That crowd of-friends,, 
which his proſperity had made, baſely abandoned. 
him in his adverſity,. and the unfortunate Mu- 
rint was obliged to retire to a ſmall houſe in the: 
ſuburds of Rome, there to lead a joyleſs and ob- 
ſcure life with his five children, The four ſons, 
whoſe educations had not fitted them to machanick. 
employments, betook themſelves to the army, and 
ſuch was their filial piety, that they all enliſted un- 
der one captain, allo: ting their enliſting money for 
the ſupport of their father. So ſmall a ſum was not 
ſufficient to ſupport the old man for any long time, 
and his deſpair had certainly made him take ſome 
fatal courſe, if heaven had not remarkably inter- 
poſed for his deliverance. His daughter, whoſe: 
name was Thecla, was handſome and well ſhaped 5: 


Hs a 


398 


4 ERS 


e 


e eee ee 
FGG 


* * 
+? 


—  - 
* as. a 


* 


ue 
2.3 20 = — 


” * - 
1 . * 
- 4 # 
42 a. 


+ 


— 
19 
* — — N. 


n 
» 2 9 ws het 

o ww. 4% 
OO 4 


ws 
— < . 
—_ o 
— 


. 
1 
> 
wei lad 


e 


To g 4 * Le v7 CAM 
B 


—— 2 8 * - 
"2 pt 47; ton 7 er * 88 3 
7 ET * 1 3 r * 8 2 
= — * — => uf 


ot ad br * 


* 


twat 


. Loans rr te 


N 
— 


ht 


— 7 


75 


» a- of 
4a —x —_— "I * 


7 avgas Ado KA: 
= „ 4 


— 


8 


o 
- u — 2 v wu — — 2 
o * — * d 


— 


* — 


- 


": 8 * . ” ; * : — a A * 2 by * — 
n P 


— 


| Ss 3 2 
* 1 * 
$a. 


Y 1 
% * 
1 
* ok c 
Ins 
* 
. J gy! 0 2 


154 MEMOIR S ef a 
a young ſcholar had ſeen her in the time of her ſa- 
ther's proſperity, and fallen in love with her : but 
neither his fortune nor years, which were about 15, 
being ſuitable to hers, he durſt never make an open 
declaraticn of his paſſion. The alteration of Mu- 
rint's circumſtances, and his being reduced fo low as 
he was, were encouragement. to one who loved up 
to the pitch of this young gallant, and after a long 
ſearch, in order to underſtand to what quarter of 
the town Murini had removed, he ſucceeded at laſt. 
He had the addreſs to be introduced to his miftreſs, 
and ſoon entered into a familiarity with her, which 
ert him encouragement {ufficicnt to talk to her of 

is paſſion, As he had a good peiſos, he was favour- 
ably heard; but it was not long before he underſtood 
that both Murini and Donna I hecla were reduced to 
the greateſt extremity of poverty. | 

To what expedients will not love and compaſſion 
drive us ! Theodore (for ſuch was the name of our 
young lover) ſeized upon whatever he could lay his 
hands on in his father's houſe, turned al! to ready 
money, even his ſchool-books, and carried it to 
Murini; this ſum being ſpent, he b=thought himſelf 
of another ſhift, which was, to go to all the fa- 
milies of diſtinction at Rome, and recommend him- 
ſelf to their charity, under the pretence of being a 
young ſcholar, and wanting wherewith to conti- 
nue his ſtudies. This invention likewiſe failing, 
he fell upon another, which had almoſt ended in 
bis ruin. There were ſome Italian officers at 
Rome, who were raifing recruits; Theodore engaged 
himſelf with five or fix of theſe ſucceſſively, and 
got Money for inliſting from each. At laſt, he was 
diſcover d and thrown into priſon, and proſe— 
cuted ſo wartnly, that he was condemned to loſe 
his life, with all the rigour of military diſcipline, 
He found means to inform Murini of his unfortu- 
nate fituation, whom gratitude, and the ſolicitati- 
ons of his daughter prevailed upon to attempt his 
deliverance, Accordingly, he took the opportu- 
nity, 
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nity, when the Pope was coming from maſs, to 
throw himſelf at his feet, informing him in a few 
words of his former happy condition, and of the 
miſery into which he now was fallen by the ma- 
lice of his enemies; he told him that his unhap- 
py fate affected even thoſe who were ſo kind as 
to bear any part of his misfortunes from a principle 
of compaſſion ; and that upon his account a young 
gentleman was expoſed to the utmoſt ſeverity of 
law, by ſuffering an ignominious death, only for 
having loved his daughter, and pitied his misfor- 
tunes, In ſhort, he repreſented his own and the 
young gentleman's caſe ſo pathetically, that Clement 
the XIth was touched, and declared that he would re- 
ſerve the examination of his affair to himſelf. 
Murini, whoſe ſpirit was not impaired by his mis- 
fortunes, made ſo good uſe of this favourable be- 
ginning, that he not only procured the pardon of 
Theodore, but had his own ſcntence reverſed, and 
himſelf reinſtated into the g eateſt part of the eſtate 
he formerly poſſeſſed, He then teſtified his acknow- 
ledgment to TheoJore by giving him his daughter 
in marriage, and recalled his four ſons, whoſe 
misfortunes ſerved to add a brighter luftre to their 
virtues. | | 

Another adventure, but of a more comick na- 
ture, occaſioned, a good deal of diſcourſe while E 
was at Rome. A. certain Abbé whoſe name I 
conceal from my reſpect to the Roman Church, fell 
in love. with. the wife of a machine-maker for the: 
Opera. The wife was by no means ill-natured,. 


but the huſband was jealous. and watchful. The 
lover had very little hopes of ſeeing her any where: 


but at her own houſe, about which he was conti- 
nually hovering ; at laſt he underſtood that a cer- 


tain Turner was making four pillars, which were 
to ſupport an alcove in the machine-maker's houſe.. 
The Abbe immediately wrought upon the Turner: 
to make one of the pillars hollow, and the va- 
culty large enough to contain him in it, with a: 
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little door imperceptible on the outſide, by which 
he could go in or out. The Abbe's project ſucceed- 
ed ſo far that he got himfelf incloſed within the pil. 
lar, and carried to the place appointed ; but by mis- 
fortune for him, the pillar, was ſo diſpoſe that his 
entry was ſhut up by its being placed cloſe to the 
wall, fo that it was impoſſible for him to come out 
without removing the pillar. One may judge what 
was the gallant's ſituation, who after he heard the 
huſband go out, was agreeably entertaining himſelf 
with the thoughts ofhis approaching bliſs, when he 
found that he was a cloſe priſoner. He would have 
given, no doubt, one of his beſt livings to have got 
rid of ſo unfortunate an affair; he durſt not venture to 
call out for his miſtreſs, becauſe he was not ſure 
but there might be ſome one or other with her; 


and in this mortifying ſituation he paſſed a whole 


day and a night. His neceſſities .t laſt became 
ſo preſſing, that he was obliged to break through all 


reſtraints of fear or ſhame, and to make a noiſe 


ſufficient to diſcover that there was a priſoner 


within. . The huſband unfortunately chanced at 
that time to be in the room, and the poor Abbe 
was obliged to apply. to him for his deliverance, 
However well the ſpouſe was verſed in machinery, 
he did not underſtand that part of it by which 
a pillar ſpoke with a diſtint human voice; he 
drew nearer to it, the better to be aſſured of this 
prodigy, and the Abbe, who could hold out no 
longer, was fain to diſcover himſelf, and beg his 
pardon in the moſt ſubmiſſive manner, The hus- 
band, after examining into the circumſtances of the 
affair, found that it was impoſſible for his honour to 
ſuffer from one who was in {o inconvenient a poſture, 
eaſily granted him pardon, upon his engaging to pay 
three times the value for the pillar, in order to erect 
another which might be in leſs danger of being 


Knocked down, 


While I was diverting Selima with the r 
0 


ow 
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of theſe adventures, one happened to myſelf; which 


threw” me into a very diſagreeable perplexity. A 
erſon arrived at Rome, who called himſelf Miracu- 
loſo Floriſonti; he was indeed a very extraordinary 
man, both on account of his natural and acquired 
endow ments, eſpecially a prodigious memory. He 
had made himſelf maſter of almoſt all arts and 
ſciences, and every boly was charmed with his 
happineſs of expreffion ; but what enereaſed his re- 
utation moſt, was, the rumour which he took care 
ſhould be ſpread, that he poſlefied certain ſecrets of 
nature, and underſtood all the depths of the oc- 
cult Philſophy. He confirmed this opinion by a 
multitude of experiments, which ſurprized every bo- 
dy, and convinced moſt of thoſe who ſaw them. 
Selima, who was become more curious ſince I had 
perſuaded her to read ſome of our beſt authors, 
. ſhowed a great defire to be acquainted with a per- 
ſon whoſe reputation was ſo great, and I promiſed 
to introduce him to her; accordingly, he was fo 
complaiſant that he came to my honfe ; we had 
the pleaſure of reaſoning with him a long time 
upon different ſub;es, and I own, I was charmed 
with his company. I begged him to favour us with 
ſome of thoſe pretty experiments which the world 
gave out he could work. He whiſpered in my 
ear, that it would not be proper, in the conditi- 
on my wife was, to perform any thing before her 
which might frighten her; upon this, 1 changed the 
diſcourſe, but privately engaged him to follow me 
into my Cloſet, and to give me {ome proof of his 
art, When we came there, Turn your face from 
me (ſaid he) fir, and: fear nothing. I know not 
what he did during that time, but when I turned 
my face to the place where he ſtood, inſtead of him 
I ſaw only a great bear, that was reſting on her 
hinder parts. I own, this' ſight gave me no fmall 
fear, but I did not let fall the leaſt ſymptons of it, 
and found that in a ſhort. time the bear by de- 
grees aſſumed the figure of the operator. : 
to 
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told him that I was convinc'd, by what I had ſeen, 
that he poſſeſs d ſome Secrets which operated beyond 
the powers of nature. He anſwer'd, that once we 
were better acquainted, he would talk to me more up- 
on that ſubject. and ſhew me what would give me ſtill. 
a greater ſurprize. 0 | 

'I had the honour to ſup that night with Monſ. 
the Abbede la Tremouille, who lived next door to 
my lodgings. I could not forbear telling him of 
the ſurprizing prodigy I had ſeen ; he took the 
thing for a jeſt, and would not believe it. As 
we had ended ſupper, Mr Boſi his Phyſician, en- 
tered the room, to whom 1 told my adventure 
likewiſe; he made me dwell upon every circum- 
Nance of it, and having heard me out very grave- 
ly, told me, that there was nothing in the whole 
that ſurpaſſed the powers of nature; and that the 
experiment was purely phyſical ; that, probably, 
while my back was turned, the operator had thrown 


into the air ſon e very ſubtle powder, which bad dis- 


poſed the organs of my eyes ſo that I imagined | ſaw 


a bear; that my ſeeing the ſame figure return to that 


of a man,. was a proof of this, which it did by 


degrees, in proportion as the virtues of the powder 
vaniſhed. f 


Monſ. Boſi, in order to ſtrengthen his opinion, ad- 


ded, that chere were multitudes of theſe tricks played 


by deſigning knaves, which the vulgar attributed 
to magick ; but which could be no furprize to an 
able Phyſician, who knew the principles upoa which 
they went, For inſtance, (ſaid he) there is no wo- 
man or child among five thouſand, that ſee a coach 
ſtopt all of à ſudden in a plain road, in ſpite of 
all the endeavours of the coachman to make 1t 
go forward, but preſently concludes it to be the 
effect of magick, Whereas the magick is no 
other than this; take the liver of a Wolf, dry 


it upon the fire till it comes to that: conſiſtence that 
- you can pulverize it; throw ſome of its powder into 

the air on the road by which the coach muſt pays 
| - an 
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and no horſe will move one ſtep till it is entirely 


diſſipated. We paſſed the whole night in theſe kind 
of diſcourſes, 


Signior Miraculoſo Floriſonti paid me another vi- 
fit next day. He told me that he had a greater 
eſteem for the French than the Italians, and for 
that reaſon begged my friendſbip. That he was, 


willing to. communicate a good many fecrets to 
me, which he did not care for valuing himſelf 
upon at Rome, becauſe, ſays he, the Romans are a. 
parcel of narrow-thinking creatures, and imagine 
that every man, who knows more than they do, 


muſt have a correſpondence with the Devil; in 


ſhort, that he was under too great a dread of the 


inquiſition at Rome, to expoſe himſelf to the zeal of 


their Prieſts. As for you, Sir, (continued he) EF 
mean this day to give you a proof. of my friend- 
ſhip for you. Madam, your wife, is with child, 
and nearer her delivery than ſhe imagines. Here 
is a divine elixir, which will abate her pains, and 
make her labour eaſy ; leave the management of 
the reſt to me. Upon this he pulled out of his pocket 
a vial-glaſs, which contained a reddiſh fort of liquor, 
and infifted that Selima ſhould drink it off immediate - 
ly : Signior, (aid I) J am ſenſible of your friend- 
ſhip and zeal to ſerve me, but I love my wife fo ten- 
derly, that I dare not conſent to her taking ſo extra- 
ordinary a remedy without a proof of its being ſaſe. 
I foreſaw (replies he with a ſmile) where your difh- 
culty would lie, and provided againſt it; upon this, he 
took a draught of the liquor in the vial, and a good 
ſpoonful of the elixer, inviting me to do+the ſame, 
which, after him, I made no ſcruple of doing. 
Finding it had no diſagrecable taſte, I went immed1- 


ately to Selima, deſiring her to take the doſe, which 


the very readily did, upon my aſſuring her it was 
innocent. 

It muſt be owned, that though we are ſome times de- 
ceived by theſe noſtrums, we oſten feel, as in the pre- 
ſent caſe, that they have good effects. Selima had 

very 
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few pains in childbirth, and ſuffered» naue of the 
dangers that attended it. How great was my joy up- 
on this | I embraced the wonderfuloperator, and gave 
him 1000 crowns on the ſpot. Pais liberality, 
joined to other inſtances of my friendſhip: which he 
daily rece.ved,. engaged him ſo much, that there was 
not a day paſſed. without his ſeeing. me at leaſt 
twice. He was our phyſician in ordinary, and at- 
tended both Selima and me with an affection which 
could proceed only from the heart. Ee taught me 
all his ſeerets, moſt of which were perfectly inno- 
cent, though there are ſome, which I would have 
ſome ſeruple to practiſe. While he was at Rome 
he had a very gainful trade, and he fold his me- 
dicines to the publick to great advantage. But 
he was far from keeping his reſolution of not 
making any extraordinary appearance at Rome ; 
the reputation he acquired, elevated him too much, 
and gave him a thirſt for ſtill greater, rill at laſt he 
was ſo uncautious that he gave the utmoſt proof of 
his art. The. inquiſition, at laſt, took notice of 
him, and had him arreſted. I was at dinner with 
the Cardinal Janſon when I heard this news, and 
we were making ſeveral reflections upon this un- 
reaſonable power lodged in the inquiſition. when a 
French gentleman who came from Monte Cavallo 
entered the room, and told me, that I muſt not re 
turn home, unleſs I had a mind to ſhare the ſame 
fate with Miraculoſo. When I aſked coldly what 
he raeant by that way of ſpeaking, he anſwered 
me, that I was ſuſpected of having a ſhare in his 
magical operations ; it being no ſecret, that the 
Marchioneſs my wife had made uſe of his art 
in procuring an eaſy delivery, and that I had made 
him a preſent of 1000 crowns, and in ſhort, that 
there was a refolution to ſecure me, the Marchioneſs, 
and all our domeſticks for further examination. 
I was ſtruck with this zeal of the inquiſition, and 
could not forbear letting drop ſeveral ſevere ex- 
preſſions with relation to that formidable 1 

OW- 
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However, 1 did not think proper that my family. 
ſhould be in any ways ſubjected to their mercy ; 
ſo I begged Monf. the Cardinal to help me out of 
this knotty affair. He had the goodneſs imme- 
diately io ſend one of his domeſticks to the in- 
quiſitors, to inform them that I was a French gen- 
tleman, and under the king of France's protection. 
So the matter ſtopped there, but nobody could e- 
ver 'give an account what become of Maraculoſo 
Floriſonti. ; 

The thread- of this hiſtory made me forget to 
inform my readers, that Selima had made me the 
father of a daughter. The tenderneſs 1 owed to 
this dear pledge of qur love making me delay my 
departure for France, I reſolved at all adventures to 
wait till both mother and daughter were in con- 
dition to undertake” the fatigues of ſo long a 
journey. For my own ſhare, I found objects e- 
nough to divert me at Rome, without wiſhing to re- 
move to any other place ot the world, had it not 
been for the ardent defire I had to ſee my father. 
This idea always preſented itſelf to me, and ſome 
times interrupted my repoſe. It is hard (wou'd I 
ſay to myſelf) to be depriv'd ſo long of the fight of 


ſo good a father! lis true, that it is not my 


fault that I have not ſeen him ſooner ; heav'n is 
my witneſs. that this was the only thing in the 
world that could have brought any alleviation to 
my ſufferings ; but perhaps his ignorance of them 
contributes not a little to the happineſs he at preſent 
enjoys. As in fact he is an affectionate parent, what 
pangs had he not ſuffered in underſtanding that I was 
the unhappy ſport of fortune, and that every day 
which paſs'd over my head was marked by ſome 
diſgrace! Now I can meet him with a happy and 
ſerene mind; and all the ſeverity of hig virtue 
will not prevent the pleaſure he muſt conceive, 
when he ſhares my embraces and thoſe of my 
ſpouſe, whoſe modeſty and merit he muſt admire. 
Let us he gone then! but alas! how can I, in the 

conditi- 
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condition Sclima is in ? Shall I expoſe her to the 
hardſhips and dangers of the ſea, whoſe faithle sneſs 
F have but too often experienced already? Such were 
the agitations of my heart upon this ſubject: Oft- 
times I was ſeized with a deep melancholy, and [ 
retired to ſolitude that I might the better indulge 
it; but as ſoon as I came home, a ſmile, a glance 
from Selima, made new joy ſpring in my heart, and 
I wondered from what ſource my ſadneſs flowed, 
Thus providence inſenſibly ee me for all the 
cruel woes that were ſoon to befall me: Impenetra- 
ble providence ! What then is man? And why ſhoud'ſt 
thou take a pleaſure in deſtroying the beſt founded 
kuman happineſs ? Is it to teach man that he 
muſt not ſeek it in any periſhable enjoyment upon 
earth ? | a i 

: F aving reſolved not to leave Rome fo ſoon, I 
employed myſelf entirely. in ſeeking occaſions to 
divert Selima. She had appeared fo ſeldom abroad 
ſince her arrival at Rome, that ſhe: had no ac- 
quaintance but with ſome ladies in the neighbour- 
hood, whom decency obliged her to viſit ; Amengſt 


theſe was Madam de Sanati, of the family of Ottoboni. 


This lady had a country houſe near Freſcati, 
about eight or nine miles from Rome; ſhe had 
long ſolicited us to paſs ſome weeks with her in 
the country, and as the fine ſeaſon was approach- 
ing, I believed that the good air in that charming 
place might contribute a good deal to Selimas 
recovery; and indeed we ſaw. one of the moſt in- 
chanting ſpots in the world. Freſcati is ſituated at 
the foot of a ridge of hills: it is a ſmall village, 
but all its neighbourhood may be juſtly termed a 
Paradiſe. Here moſt of the quality in Rome 


| have feats, which they call vineyards. There are, 


at tle diſtance of every twenty paces, fine ſprings 
of the pureſt water, the air is wholeſome, and com- 
monly without a cloud. Madam de Sanatt's ſeat 15 
fituated near Aldobrandini, which, upon account of 
its ne proſpeR, is called Belvidere. It was in this 

delicious 
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delicious retirement that we ſpent two months, which 
to us appeared but ſo man 19. We were ſhown, 
within a league of Freſcati, the ruins of Tuſculum, 
Cicero's favourite villa, It was a delightful amuſe- 
ment for me to contemplate theſe awful remains of 
antiquity. I went frequently abroad, in company 
with Madam de Sanati and my wife, to take a clearer 
view of the places, and then I obſerved' a great 
many particulars, which g me a deſire to conſi- 
der them more nearly by myſelf. I had per- 
ceived at the bottom of a dry ditch, the ends of 
ſome ſtones, which were too regularly joined toge- 
ther, for me not to diſcern that they had been part 
of an old wall or building. A cane, which I had 
in my hand, helped me to remove the earth for 
about one foot downwards, and then I diſcovered 
ſome remains of architecture, which confirmed me 
in my conjectures. I returned next morning with 
tw) men, who were provided with levers and 
hoes; Madam de Sanati's ſon was along with me; 
we dug up the earth on all fides of the wall, and, 
in proportion as we deſcended, the ſtones appeared 
more beautiful, and more ornamented with diffe- 


rent figures; we raiſed the half of the captial of 


a pillar, the reſt appeared entire an well pre- 
ſerved ; there was another about five or fix feet from 
that, and in the middle ſpace was a door, or aperture, 
which made me believe it to be the entry to ſome 
building ; but as there appeared no place to which 
this door directed us, 1 ordered my pioneers to dig a 
ſew feet farther off, directly oppoſite to the door. 
This labour not ſucceeding, made them dig all about, 
and till they threw up a good many ditches ; at laſt 
they fell upon a building, which, by the hollowneſs of 
the ſound which it returned, I took for a vault. They 
had a good deal of difficulty to break the ſtones in 
order to make an opening large enough for our pur- 
pole; at laſt they ſucceeded. I order'd a ladder to 
be brought, and down we went. with. lighted gk 
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beaus which I had provided. We found ourſelves. 
in a kind of porch, pretty large, the pavement and 
walls of which were compoſed of very well poliſhed 
ſtones, but ſome of them broken and diſplaced. Af. 
ter we had ſurveyed all this, we perceived two doors 
which entered into the porch, one as it were from 
the place where we had been digging, the other juſt 
oppoſite to it; I began to break down the laſt of 
theſe, which we eaſily did, the wood being fo rotten 
that it made no, refiſtance ; we then entered into a 
large hall, in the middle of which was a table of 
ſtone incruſted with marble in ſeveral places; there 
was no ſeat in the room, except a pitiful form which 
fell in pieces as ſoon as we touched it, At the far- 
ther part of the hall, we found a large cupboard, in 
which were ſeveral flaggons, two knives, and a little 
baſon ; the cupboard was of wood, and unputrified. 
I ordered it to be removed, and was ſurprized to find, 
behind, an iron door croſſed by a bar of the ſame, 
the extremities of which were faſtened in the wall. 

Ve. had very great difficulty to force this door 
open, at laſt we ſucceeded, and found that we 
muſt go downwards four ſteps. The firſt objects 
that ſtruck us, were four ſtatues of a human large- 
neſs, ſupported by the wall, at one end of the hall, 
which was about ten feet in length; theſe ſtatutes 
were ſo frightful and. at the ſame time ſo natural, 
that all. my ſenſes were locked up in horror. 
My attendants propoſed that we ſhould. retire, ſince 
(ſaid they) there is no room to doubt that this 
is ſome, place conſecrated to, and haunted by the 
Devil. I encouraged them as well as I could, and 
prevailed with them to advance; I preſently found 
that- the three ſtatutes repreſented the three furies. 
Each had a foot reſting upon a cheſt of iron, 
which was pretty much of the ſhape and large- 


neſs of a coffin. I own I had a ſecret dread a- 
bout me when I opened this cheſt ; I found in- it 
a two-edged ponyard all covered with ruſt, ſome 

human 


Man of Quarirty. 165 
humon bones, and a moiſt kind of ſubſtance, which 
apparently was the remains of a body that had been 
conſumed with putrifaftion. I took up the ponyard, 
and as I was attentively confidering this dreadful 
monument, read the following words upon the 
coffin ; | 

FURORI SACRU M. 


J conſidered it all as the effects of ſome terrible 
vengeance, dictated either by hatred or diſappoint- 
ed. paſſion, I next endeavoured to find out ſome 
circumſtance or date, which might mark the pre- 
ciſe time when the accident happened that gave 

riſe to this monument. I ſearched into all the gor- 
ners of the hall, 1 examined the walis by help of 


the flam beaus, but all in vain; at laſt I returned - 


to the coffin to take a near inſpection of it. But, 
as I was ſtirring about the moiſt ſubſtance with 
the ponyard, a ſudden flame, which roſe from it, 
caught hold of my hair, and burnt a good part ot 
it in an inſtant, This prodigy had almoſt killed 
my attendants with dread, and | own, I was not a little 
ſtartled. We immediately left the ſubterraneous man- 


ſion, and went directly to the hole by which we had 
deſcended. 


We had ſpent ſo much time in this adventure, 


that it was almoſt night when we arrived at Madam 
de Sanati's houſe. She was frighted with the recital 
of what we had met with. The ſtory took air, 
and in a few days was diſperſed all over the 
neighbourhood, and a thouſand terrible circum- 
ſtances were added, ſo that the place was looked 


upon as haunted, and no body would ſo much 


as paſs that way. The hole we had made was 
ſhut up in a few days after, and the ſtory is very 
famous in Freſcati; but I am perſuaded ſince, that 
there was nothing ſupernatural that happened. I 
held the torch in my hand while I was raking 
into the aſhes, and that fat moiſture,. which they 
Hill preſerved, might eaſily catch the flame, that was 

commu- 
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communicated to my hair, which was long, and 
full of eſſences, having allowed it to, grow ever 
ſince my leaving Amaſia; and 1 was a little mortified 
that by this accident I was obliged to wear a 
wWig. | 
. de Sanati did all ſhe could to divert us while 
we lived in her houſe; beſides the ordinary amuſe- 
ments which ſhe procured us every day, we had, by 
her means, the honour of waiting upon Prince Ludo. 
viſio, who had a fine Villa in the neigbourhogd. 
He kept us ſeveral times to dine with him. The 
Principal la lies of Freſcati were commonly of the 
Party's and brought along with them all the agreea- 

leneſs which is fo peculiarto themſelves. But how- 
ever jealous they were of their chara er in point of 
beauty, they all yielded the precedency to that of 
Selima. We mct with nothing that could daſh our 
pleaſures with the leaſt mixture of ſadneſs, while we 
lived at Madam de Sanati's houſe, except a little com- 
paſſion which we had for one of the parties in one 
of the moſt uneaqual matches that ever was. Ma- 
dam de Sanati was invited to the marriage of a 
young lady, who was not above fourteen or fiftcen 
years of age, and engaged us to keep her com- 
pony. We went along with her to the bride's 

ouſe, who ſeemed one of the- moſt -amiable young 
perſon in the world. Upon ſeeing her, I did not 
at all doubt but that the perſon ſhe had conſented 
ſhould be her ſpouſe, had equal accompliſhments 
with her; but I was ſurprized to find him a little 
deformed wretch, crooked and ugly, his eyes red, 
and ſunk in his head, his, complexion fickly and 
pale, and his mouth reaching from ear to car, 
I obſerved Madam de Sanati as much ſurprized as 
I was; ſhe whiſpered to me, that it was at Frel- 
cati as in other places of the world, where beauty, 
youth, and merit, were ſacrifized to riches. This 
monſter of a ſpouſe poſſeſſed about 10 or 12000 
livres a year, and the girl had little or no for- 
tune, 
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tune. This had blinded the parents to all other 
conſiderations. But what afected Selima moſt was, 
that this poor young creature run to her intended 
huſband with the ſame ardour as if ſhe had been 
entering into the higheſt ſtate of happineſs. Sv 
inſenſible was ſhe of the inequality of their con- 
ditions. | 

We left Madam de Sanati's houſe, not without 
the higheſt , ſenſe of her generoſity and favours, 
and ſhe lent us her coach to carry us to Rome. Seli- 
ma was now in perfect health, and I propoſed that 
we ſhould now ſet out for France We could eafily 
reach it before winter, whether we went by ſea, or by 
land, which is leſs dangerous, but more fatigueing, 
The day for-our departure was fixed before we reach- 
ed Rome, Where we. found the number of our dome- 
ſticks. diminiſhed by the death of the two Turkiſh 
ſlaves which had followed. us from Amaſia. I hey had 
been carried off, after a few days illneſs, by a 
maligant fever, which began at this time to rage at 
Rome, | | | 

I was in the utmoſt deſpair at. haying precipi- 
tated Selima into io much danger. It was now 
too late to think of returning that night, but we reſolv- 
ed to be gone early nexi day, and to leave the cham- 
ber maid with Comtois to pack up our furniture, 
Uſeleſs precautions! Heaven laughed at my cares, 
and was preparing for me an abyſs of miſery, into 
which I was to be plunged, and from which I was 
never to riſe. | 

It is certain, that man, having received from 
heaven, life, and whatever elſe he poſſeſſes in this 


world, the ſame being that , beſtowed them, can 


take them away at his pleaſure, without any impu- 
tation of injuſtice. The creator exerciſes an abſo- 
lute power over whatever he has created; if he 
allows us the tranſitory enjoyment of them, it is 
a ways reſerving to himſelf the right of diſpoſin 

5 as he ſees proper. No one can doubt of theſe 
truths, 
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communicated to my hair, which was long, and 
full of eſſences, having allowed it to, grow ever 
ſince my leaving Amaſia; and 1 was a little mortified 
that by this accident I was obliged to wear a 


Madam de Sanati did all ſhe could todivert us while 
we lived in her houſe ;. beſides the ordinary amuſe. 
ments which ſhe procured us every day, we had, by 
her means, the honour of waiting upon Prince Ludo- 
viſio, who had a fine Villa in the neigbourhogd, 


Principal la lies of Freſcati were commonly of the 
party and brought aloug with them all the agreea- 
leneſs which is fo peculiarto themſelves. But how- 
ever jealous they were of their chara er in point of 
beauty, they all yielded the precedency to that of 
Selima. We mct with nothing that could daſh our 
Pleaſures with the leaſt mixture of ſadneſs, while we 
lived at Madain de Sanati's houſe, except a little com- 
paſſion which we had for one of the parties in one 
of the moſt uneaqual matches that ever was. Ma- 
dam de Sanati was invited to the marriage of a 
young lady, who was not above fourteen or fifteen 
years of age, and engaged us to keep her com- 
pany. We went along with her to the bride's 
ouſe, who ſeemed one of the- moſt -amiable young 
perſon in the world. Upon ſeeing her, I did not 
at all 'doubt but that the perſon ſhe had conſented 
ſhould. be her ſpouſe, had equal accompliſhments 
with her ; but I was ſurprized to find him a little 
deformed wretch, crooked and ugly, his eyes red, 
and ſunk in his head, his complexion ſickly and 
art and his.. mouth reaching from ear to ear. 
obſerved Madam de Sanati as much ſurprized as 

I was; ſhe whiſpered to me, that it was at Frel- 
cati as in other places of the world, where beauty, 


monſter of a ſpouſe poſſeſſed about 10 or.1:0c0 


livres a year, and the girl had little or no for- 
tune, 
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tune. This had blinded the parents to all other 
conſiderations. But what afected Selima moſt wag, 
that this poor young creature run to her jutended 
huſband with the ſame ardour as if ſhe had been 
entering into the higheſt ſtate of happineſs. Sv 
inſenſible was ſhe of the incquality of their con- 
ditions. Sys HO; 

We left Madam de Sanati's houſe, not without 
the higheſt . ſenſe of her generoſity and favours, 
and ſhe lent us her coach to carry us to Rome. Seli- 
ma was now in perfect health, and I propoſed that 
we ſhould now ſet out for France We could eaſily 
reach it before winter, whether we went by ſea, or by 
land, which is leſs dangerous, but more fatigueing. 
The day for our departure was fixed before we reach- 
ed Rome, Where we. found the number of our dome- 
ſticks, diminiſhed by the death of the two [urkiſh 
ſlaves which had Yollowed, us from Amaſia. They had 
been carried off, after a few days illneſs, by a 
maligant fever, which began at this time to rage at 
Rome, | | 

I was in the utmoſt deſpair at having precipi- 
tated Selima into io much danger. It was now 
too late to think of returning that night, but wereſoly- 
ed to be gone early next day, and to leave the cham- 
ber maid with Comtois to pack up our furniture, 
Uſeleſs precautions! Heaven laughed at my cares, 
and was preparing for me an abyſs of miſery, into 
which I was to be plunged, and from which I was 
never to riſe. | | 

It is certain, that man, having received from 
heaven, life, and whatever elſe he poſſeſſes in this 
world, the ſame being that beſtowed them, can 
take them away at his pleaſure, without any impu- 
tation of injuſtice. The creator exerciſes an abſo- 
lute power over whatever he has created; if he 
allows us the tranſitory enjoyment of them, it is 
a ways reſerving to himſelf the right of diſpoſin 
— as he ſees proper. No one can doubt of theſe 
truths. | | 
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But tho! we are diſcharged from murmuring or re- 
pining, tho' men ought, even while they are afflicted, 
to adore the hand by which afflictions come, yet ſtill 
they are not debarred from the melancholy ſatisfacti- 
on of ſorrowing and tears: It would be hard to de 
ny the wretched this poor privilege, ſince, alas ! we 
have,no 8 to defend us againſt the ſevere blows 


of providence. 


My reader will perceive enough of this, in the 
courſe of this hiliory ; thoſe who are unwilling to 
Have their tranguility interrupted even by compaſſion, 
and thoſe who are apt to be too much affected with 
er. of my life, and read no further. All I can 

ereafter entertain them with, is ſighs and tears; 
while | am now writing, I perceive all the the wounds 
of my heart to bl-ed a-freſh, and fourteen years have 
rather encreaſed than diminiſhed the violence of my 


the reading of a moving ſtory, ought to ſtop at ti is 


Selima had gone to bed in good health, but 
ſhe had not been there above two hours, when |[ 
perceived ſhe was in a burning fever, When I 


ſpoke of it to her, ſhe told me, that it was only 
ga flight head-ach, and deſired me not to be alarmed: 


I roſe from bed immediately, and ſent. for a phy- 


' ſician, who found her fever raging with great vio- 
lence. I immediately concluded ſhe was gone, and 


from that moment deſpaired of her recovery. A 
deadly chillneſs run through all my veins, and 1 felt 


pangs, to which, till then, 1 had been a ftranger. 


evertheleſs, that my grief might give no uneaſi- 
neſs to Selima, 1 put on as compoſed an air as 1 
could: Her fever reboubled about break of day, 


attended with violent paroxyſms, and the phyſician, 
whom I would not ſuffer to leave her one moment, 


made her take ſome cordials, which had no ef- 
fect upon her. At laſt, the rage of the fever turned 


ber delirious, during which time ſhe inceſſantly 


raved about me, and often repeated my name as if 
ſhe had been under a great concern, I was — 
- 0 
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dead than alive at that time; I ſat upon her bed- 
fide, keeping one. of her hands, which were burn- 
ing-hot, claſped within mine, and ſpoke ſome 
worcs to her, of which ſhe heard but half. About 
evening ſhe recovered her ſenſes entirely ; and the 
Abbe Tremouille who had the goodneſs to come 
to ſee me, adviſed me to give her the ſacraments 
of the church. She went through them with a de- 
votion, which was truly Chriſtian, Towards mid- 
night, her pains encreaſed ; as I was always with 
her, and the phyſician had forbidden the leaſt whiſ- 
per, my eyes were the ſilent interpreters of my 
grief ; ſhe would often turn her tender languiſh- 
ing looks upon me, and graſp my hand, calling 
me her dear Salem. 'The phyſician, who was a 
very able man in his profeſſion, told me, he was 
deceived if ſhe held out after four a clock in the 
morning. His prediQion was but too juſt, my 
Selima, my deareſt wife, died at that fatal hour, 
with theſe words in her mouth, ©* Love me forever, 
for while I die I love you.” Can 1t be imagined, 


how 1 ſurvived that terrible moment? And why - 


my deſpair did not drive me to pierce my heart 
with a thouſand deaths ? What had I now re- 
maining in this world, when Selima left it ? Why 
did I not ruſh upon my {word, or precipitate my 
ſelf into the Tiber? Were all the means of death ſo re- 
mote, that I was obliged ſtill to drag this wretced be- 
ing? Alas! Ltried all of them one after another, but 
was deprived of all, and watched cloſe for fifteen days, 
as a man in a frenzy or fit of diſtraction. I was ra- 
ther worſe than ſuch a one, for with the love of life I 
loſt all ſentiments of piety and religion. Neither the 
viſe adviſes of the Cardinal de Janſon, nor Monſ. de 
Tremouille, could make any impreſſion upon me. 
Tis true, they prevailed upon me to live, but I had 
formed a ſcheme of lite, that d ffered little from death, 
and which I hoped in a ſhort time would lay me 
in the grave, I engaged the phyſician, by a large 

I reward, 
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reward, to bring me in a box of gold the heart 
of Selima, though ſhe was already buried: and, for 


fear leſt he ſhould impoſe upon me, I ordered Comtois 


to be preſent at the tomb during the operation, 
which, two days after, was happily executed. Well 
pleaſed with the poſſeſſion of this invaluable trea- 
ſure, I now thought upon nothing but putting my 
deſign in practice. I hired a houſe at a village 
called Venifi, within half a league of Rome, which, 
being fituated in the middle of a very thick wood, 
forms a profound ſolitude. I retired thither with 
Comtois and Agada, who had been chamber-maid 
to my dear Selima, and who had conſented to follow 
my fortune, Agada engaged to take care of m 
daughter, whom I cauſed to be conveyed with her 
Ms. to Veniſi likewiſe, together with every thing 
that had belonged to Selima, her books, her cloaths, 
and other moveables. This diſmal equipage was 
a part of my project. My firſt care was to have 
the walls and the floor of my room covered with 
black cloth, then I ſhut up all the windows, 
being reſolved to ſee no light but that of torches. 
Next I diſpoſed Selima's cloaths upon the wall, 
in ſuch a manner, that they were continually in 
my eye. | then placed the box that contained her 
heart, upon the table, which was likewiſe covered 
with black; above that, | hung her piQure, per- 
fealy reſembling her when ſhe was in all the 
bloom of her beauty. On each fide of the table 
was a ſconce, which contained a torch, that threw 
a melancholy gleam through this mournful apart- 
ment. Some books, a bed, and a black night- 
gown were the reſt of my furniture. Such was 
the diſpoſition of this kind of tomb, in which 
J had reſolved to bury myſelf alive. If tears and 
ſighs cannot be juſtly termed pleaſures, tis cer- 
tain, that the indulging them gives a vaſt plea- 
ſure to a heart ſo burthened with ſorrow as mine 
then was. Every moment 1 gave to grief was 
io dear, that I regretted even the time which was 
neceſlar y 
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neceſſary to recruit the waſte of my ſpirits by 
ſleep Two months paſſed, without my ever ly- 
ing down upon my bed. My ordinary ſituation 
was to place myſelf near the table, upon which 
my treaſure ſtood, fixing my eyes inceſſantly up- 
on it, and addreſſing my ſpeech to it as to Seli- 
ma when alive. Nay, 1 would often kiſs it, water- 
ing it at the ſame time with a flood of tears. I 
imagined with myſelf that that heart, which beat with 
ſo tender affections when alive, was concious of m 
ſentiments, ſhared in my ſorrows, and approvedof hot: 
expreſſions of love which I poured forth. Some- 
times | would ſuffer my drooping head to reſt up- 
on the fable, or lean it to the back of my chair, 
and then a ſlumber would ſteal upon my ſenſes 
for ſome moments, but it was ſoon interrupted by 
my groans and fighs, which redoubled when 1 
awaked, and would bring Comtois into my Cham- 
ber, leſt ſome accident had happened to me. The 
poor fellow would then fall a crying when he 
looked upon the diſmal poſture I was in ; but if he 
found me in my ordinary poſition, he would re- 
tire without ſpeaking. 1 eat little, ſlept lefs, and 
but very ſeldom read. It is incredible that 
I ſhould paſs a whole year in this terrible ſitu- 
ation. It was, doubtleſs, owing to Heaven, that took 
care of my bodily health, in order to give me 
opportunities to provide for that of my ſoul. For 
during that fatal year, I had fo entirely loſt all ſenſe 
of religion, that I never thought of God, unleſs 
to accuſe him of rigour and injuſtice. As ſoli- 
tary as Venifi was, yet being ſo near- Rome, it was 
Impoſſible but that my manner of life ſhould be 
known abroad, and it was a common topick of dif. 
courſe, People were acquainted with all the circum- 
ſtances of my manner of life, and at the ſame 
time that they pitied my misfortunes, they admired 
my reſolution. Monſ, the Abbe Tremouille was the 
firſt whom friendſhip and compaſſion drew to Veniſi. 
Although I had ordered my ſervants to give no ad- 
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mittance to any, yet they did not think that m 
order reached to a perſon of his diſtinction. I was 
ſurprized to ſee that i!luſtrious Abbe enter into m 
chamber, without any one informing me of his 
coming up: Where am I, ſaid he, embracing me) 
ſhall 1 believe my own eyes ? Are you a man or the 
ghoſt of a man? Would to Heaven (anſwered J) 
that I could Joſe that bei: g which diſtinguiſhes me 
from the ghoſts : at leaſt, I ſhall find in the grave, | 
the quiet which I deſpair to enjoy on earth. You 
don't know (replies the Abbe) what you ſay ; your 
life is not in your own power but in God's, and you 
ought to uſe all means in order to preſerve it, as long 
as he his willing you ſhould continue among the liy- 
ing. I among the living! (anſwered 1) alas! [ 
that frighten them with my groans, tears, and woes ; 
even you, my dear friend, are ſhocked to look on 
ſo miſerable a wretch No! | can't enovgh invoke 
death to my aid, fince life 1s become unſupport- 
able to myſelf, and uſeleſs to others. But (anſwered 
he) you don't refle& that it 1s yourſelf that is the 
cauſe of your being uſeleſs to others. This is what 
you may eaſily help by performing what reaſon 
and religion require of you; has not your long 
ſtate of mourning, and your extraordinary afflictions 
done ſufficient honour to the aſhes of your wife! 
Can your dying for her, reſtore her again to life ? 
Remember that in caſe Heaven permits her to ſce 
vour ſorrows, and to be ſenſible of your grief, it 
muſt diminiſh the enjoyments of the happineſs ſhe 
poſſeſſes, to ſee them ſo exceſſive. If her ſhade 13 
entirely unconſcious of what you ſuffer, in vain do 
you afflict yourſelf, and provoke the Almighty by 
your rehſting his will, Monſ. de la Tremouille ſpoke 
a great deal more upon this head, and concluded 
with telling me, that I muſt return to Rome along 
with him. My grief was too ingenious at finding 
excuſes, and too deeply rooted for me to conſent 
eufily to this. I oppoſed all his reaſonings, 5 
to! 
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told him, that woes like mine required eternal 
tears. He aſſured me of the continuance of 1s 
friendſhip, and that he would viſit me frequently. 
In a ſhort time a'ter this, I was beſieged by a 
vaſt number of perſons of the firſt diſtinction, who 
crouded to ſee me, either from a principle of cu- 
riofity or friendſhip. They uſed the ſame argu- 
ments to draw me from my folitude that the Abbe 
had done, but in vain. At laſt, wearied out by 


their repeated importunities, I was thinking to 


change my abode to ſome place, which might be 
more retired, and leſs known, when one day the 
ſervant told me, that a. French gentleman, who 
ſaid he was my relation, wanted to ſee me; I 
ordered the ſervant to conduct him in, but when 
he entered, I was ftruck with his features ; though 
my ideas of them were ſo confuſed, that 1 
knew not what to make of him. He ſtopped ſhort, 
that | might have time to recolle& if | knew him, 
I underſtood what he meant, and told him, that 
his face was no ſtranger to me, and that he would 
do me a pleaſure in letting me know farther. He 
anſwered me by throwing himſelf about my neck, 
where he hung for ſome time without ſpeakinz 
a word. Ah my dear Marquis, (cryed he) is it pot- 


— 


who always ſo. tenderly loved you? In what a 
condition do I behold you? Alas! what do I learn 
about you? Will fortune never give over her un- 
juſt perſecution of you, and will you ever conti- 
nue to be amiable and misfortunate? I own that 
my heart knew an emotion of joy, when in this 
gentleman I diſcovered my uncle the Chevalier 


E — 


The reader may remember, that in the be, in- 
ning of theſe Memoirs, I mentioned the fondneſs 
had always entertained for him, even in his child- 
hood ; beſides the fight of him awaked in my me- 
mory all my Father. Theſe two ideas joining, 
melted me into tenderneſs ! I teturned his embraces, 
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and defiring him to fit down, You fee (ſaid I) to 
what a wretched condition Heaven has reduced me, 
J don't ſpeak of theſe that you was a witneſs to 
my ſuffering, nor of thoſe hardſhips that I have 
undergone in various climes, where my unhappy 
ſtars have guided me; but the cauſe for which this 
day I mourn, unites them all. I have now paſſed 
ten months in tears, and have ed all I 
could to haſten my end, as being the Tomfort [ 
could expect. But, my dear Chevalier, how came 
you to find out this houſe of mourning? What 
news do you bring me of my Father, yourſelf, 
and family ? The Chevalier then told me, that my 
Father was in good health, and that nothing, ſince 
my leaving 'him, had troubled him but the news 
of my death, which, he had been informed, hap- 
pened in Servia, where I was killed by the Turks. 
He told me that Scoti, who believed that I had 
fallen with Monſ. Marinier, had given this out upon 
his return ; and that when he himſelf came to Rome 
upon ſome private affairs, he had been informed, by 
the publick report, of my misfortunes, but that be- 
ing prepoſſeſſed with the notion of my death, he 
had ſome difficulty at firſt to believe that] was alive; 
but that having been ailured of the truth by the Car- 
dinal Janſon, and Monf. Tremouille, he was overjoy- 
ed, and had come as ſoon as poſſible to ſhare in my 
griefs, or to give them whatalleviation was in his pow. 
er. He then informed me of all the changes that had 
happened in our family firce left France, the death 
of the Counteſs his Mother, with that of his elder 
Brother, who had left no children; that by this 
means he was become maſter of his eſtate, but 
that in his younger years, being engaged in the ſer- 
vice of the Knights of Malta, he had taken on 
the vows, which his errand to Rome was to get 
diſſolved He then proteſted that I ſhould be more 
maſter of his fortune than himſelf, and that he 


would make no other uſe of it than as it contributed 
. to 
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to divert my melancholy, and engaged me to re- 
turn to France: in ſhort, the generous Chevalier 
gave me ſuch tender marks of his affection and 
love, that I could not doubt of their being ſincere. 
I was not behind him in my expreſſions of friend- 
ſhip for him; I ſee, (replied 1) my dear Cheva- 
lier, that Heaven prolongs this hated life, ſince 
this day I have found an object that gives me an 
emotion of joy, What you have told me with 
reſpe& to yourſelf, has touched me very much; but 
what you tell me about my father, gives me an im- 

atience to ſee him again. I conſent to return to 
es. As for the kind offers you make me, 
they are proofs of your generoſity, but incapable 
to ſooth my melancholy. You ſee that box con- 
tinued I, and pointed to the table) there 1s the 
tomb of my joys, and the fruitful ſource of -my 
ſorrows. I never can have a happy moment but 
that of death, which will unite my heart with that of my 
dear wife, which is incloſed in that box: The Che- 
valier took the caſe in his bonds at th ſe words, and 
reſpectfully kiſſed it; then I ſhowed him the picture 
of her whoſe dear remains the cafe contained; he 
was charmed with 1t, as the fineſt one he had ever 
ſeen, but more ſo when I informed him of the lovely 
qu:lities ſhe poſſeſſed, and the tenderneſs with 
which ſhe loved me; and all this time, every word L 
ſpoke, drew either a tear from my eyes, or a ſigh from 
my heart, 

After having paſſed ſome hours in this endearing 
converſation, the Chevalier begged my p ermiſſion to 
allow Scoti to come into the room, who died with im- 
patience ill he ſhould ſee me: What ſaid I) ds Scoti 
with you! by all means let him enter, J long to ſee 
him, That honeſt creature threw himſelf at my feet 
when he came into the room, he bathed them with his 


tears, and ſaid a great many things which were dictated / 


purely by his joy, I deſired he would inform me how 
he had got back to France after he believed that I 
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was dead. He enlarged a god deal upon that ſub- 
ject, and expreſſed, in a very touching manner, 
the concern that the thoughts of my death had 
given him. When he had ended his account, he 
turned to the Chevalier, and ſurprized us with the 
following compliment which he addreſſed to him. 
Sir, (ſaid he) you conſented, after I was returned, 
to receive me as your Valet de Chambre and at 
that time, it was the happieſt ſtation I could poſſeſs: 
but now when I have again found my dear maſter, 
allow me, if you pleaſe, to paſs the reſt of my days 
in his ſervice, The Chevalier, upon this, prevented 
.my aſking him, and told me, that he conſented with . 
all his heart, and that he thought his requeſt very. 
juſt, Thus, the poor fellow entered again to the 
ſervice he had been ſo long in. I offered to the 
Chevalier to write to the Cardinal de] nſon, and 
ſome other of my friends who could do him ſervice in 
his affairs; and his own merit, joined to my recom- 
mendation, made him ſucceed ſooner than he had 
expected. g 

I did not leave my houſe at Veniſi, till the day in 
which 1 ſet out for France; but altho? I till continued 
the ſame courſe of life; I was leſs ſcrupulous about ad- 
mitting viſits than formerly, and all the converſation 
turned upon the merit of Selima, the conſtancy of my 
paſſion, and the exceſs of my ſorrows, An Eccieila- 
ſtick of an eminent ſtation, one day told me the fol- 
lowing hiſtory, upon account of the near reſemblance 
it had with mine. 

Sixtus the Vth, being advanced to the papal 
dignity, like other Popes, ſtrove to aggrandize his 
family: amongſt his other relations, he had one 
who was of the ſame name with himſelf, which 
was Peretti, whoſe genius promiſed a great deal, 
even when a boy, though he had no other education 
than that of a charity ſcholar. This poor young man 
having come to Rome, was preſented to the Pope, 
who talked to him of entering into orders. He 
was ſo awed by the authority of the Pope, that he 

conſented 


Man of QUALITY. 177 


conſented to prepare himſelf forthat ſtate, though much 
againſt his inclinations, and applied himſelf ſo cloſe 
to his ſtudies, that he became dear to Sixtus Quintus. 
All the world expected one day to ſee him ad- 
vanced to the higheſt dignities of the Church, and 
the Pope, with that view, commanded him to take 
Holy Orders. But Peretti, whom the quality of 
being a relation of the Pope's, and the know- 
| ledge of the world, had a little encouraged, made 
a reſolute oppoſition to that ſtep. Sixtus being 
ſurprized, would know the reaſon of his averſion, 
and Peretti took that opportunity to throw him- 
ſelf at his feet, and to open to him his whole heart, 
While he was yet a peaſant, he had fallen in love 
with the daughter of one Signior Moneti, and his. 
change of fortune had not made any in his love; 
ſo he confelled to the Pope, that the only way to. 
make him happy, was, to put him in poſſeſſion 
of the young lady. Sixtus, after a little hefitation,, 
conſented, and Peretti, by his permiſſion, demanded 
her of her father, who was too proud of ſuch an. 
alliance to refuſe his conſent. Accordingly, they 
were married, and he carried his lady to Rome, 
where he preſented her to the Pope, who, (with all 
the reſt of the Court) was charmed with. her beauty, 
and merit. Peretti enjoyed his good fortune in ex- 
pectation of future favours from his illuſterious kinſ- 
man, which he had certainly got, when a ſudden. 
death cut off his dear ſpouſe in the firſt year of 
her marriage. This was a terrible blow upon Peretti, 
Who reſolved immediately to renounce the world, 
and to give himſelf vp a prey to grief. By the 
credit which he had as a relation of the Pope, 
he found means to convey himſelf into the vault, 
where the body of his dear wife was depoſited, and 
carried with him proviſions ſufficient to ſuſtain him for 
a conſiderable time, and torches to give him light. 
In this ſtate, all alone, he paſſed two months, during 
which time no one knew where he was. At laſt, tha 
Sacriſtan of the church, where the vault which con- 
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was dead. Heenlarged a good deal upon that ſub- 
Jet, and expreſſed, in a very touching manner, 
the concern that the thoughts of my death had 
given him. When he had ended his account, he 
turned to the Chevalier, and ſurprized us with the 
following compliment which he addreſſed to him. 
Sir, (ſaid he) you conſented, after I was returned, 
to receive me as your Valet de Chambre and at 
that time, it was the happieſt ſtation I could poſſeſs : 
but now when I have again found my dear maſter, 
allow me, if you pleaſe, to paſs the reft of my days 
in his ſervice, The Chevalier, upon this, prevented 
my aſking him, and told me, that he conſented with 
all his heart, and that he thought his requeſt very 
juſt, Thus, the poor fellow entered again to the 
ſervice he had been ſo long in. I offered to the 
Chevalier to write to the Cardinal de J nſon, and 
ſome other of my friends who could do him ſervice in 
his affairs; and his own merit, joined to my recom- 
mendation, made him ſucceed ſooner than he had 
expected. ; 

I did not leave my houſe at Veniſi, till the day in 
which | ſet out for France; but altho' I Rill continued 
the ſame courſe of life; I was leſs ſcrupulous about ad- 
mitting viſits than formerly, and all the converſation 
turned upon the merit of Selima, the conſtancy of my 
paſſion, and the exceſs of my ſorrows. An Eccleiia- 
ſtick of an eminent ſtation, one day told me the fol- 
lowing hiſtory, upon account of the near reſemblance 
it had with mine. 

Sixtus the Vth, being advanced to the papal 
dignity, like other Popes, ſtrove to aggrandize his 
family: amongſt his other relations, he had one 
who was of the ſame name with himſelf, which 
was Peretti, whoſe genius promiſcd a great deal, 
even when a boy, though he had no other education 
than that of a charity ſcholar. This poor young man 
having come to Rome, was preſented to the Pope, 
who talked to him of entering into orders. He 
was ſo awed by the authority of the Pope, that he 

conſented 


r 


Man of QUALITY. 177 


conſented to prepare himſelf for that ſtate, though much 
againſt his inclinations, and applied himſelf ſo cloſe 
to his ſtudies, that he became dear to Sixtus Quintus. 
All the world expected one day to ſee him ad- 
vanced to the higheſt dignities of the Church, and 
the Pope, with that view, commanded him to take 
Holy Orders. But Peretti, whom the quality of 
being a relation of the Pope's, and the know- 
| ledge of the world, had a little encouraged, made 
a reſolute oppoſition to that ſtep. Sixtus being 
ſurprized, would know the reaſon of his averſion, 
and Peretti took that opportunity to throw him- 
ſelfat his feet, and to open to him his whole heart, 
While he was yet a peaſant, he had fallen in. love 
with the daughter of one Signior Moneti, and his. 
change of fortune had not made any in his love; 
ſo he confeſſed to the Pope, that the only way to. 
make him happy, was, to put him in poſſeſſion 
of the young lady. Sixtus, after a little heſitation, 
conſented, and Peretti, by his permiſſion, demanded 
her of ker father, who was too proud of ſuch an. 
alliance to refuſe his conſent. Accordingly, they 
were married, and he carried his lady to Rome, 
where he preſented her to the Pope, who, (with all 
the reſt of the Court) was charmed with. her beauty, 
and merit. Peretti enjoyed his good fortune in ex- 
pectation of future favours from his illuſterious kinſ- 
man, which he had certainly got, when a ſudden, 
death cut off his dear ſpouſe in the firſt year of 
her marriage. This was a terrible blow upon Peretti, 
who reſolved immediately to renounce the world, 
and to give himſelf vp a prey to grief. By the 
credit which he had as a relation of the Pope, 
he found means to convey himſelf into the vault, 
where the body of his dear wife was depoſited, and 
carried with him proviſions ſufficient to ſuſtain him for 
a conſiderable time, and torches to give him light. 
In this ſtate, all alone, he paſſed two months, during 
which time no one knew where he was. At laſt, tha 
Sacriſtan of the church, where the vault which con» 
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tained Peretti lay, to make his court to the Pope, diſ- 


| Covered where his relation was, Peretti was brought 


again into the world by main force, where he was 
ſo diſpuſted with life, that he entered into orders, 
and afterwards enjoyed one of the chief dignities of 
the Church. | 

Monſ. Sachetti, who told me this ſtory, took occa- 
ſion from it to exort me to embrace an Eccleſiaſtical 
life, in order, as he expreſſed it, to calm the agitations 
of my ſoul, after having paſſed through ſuch a ſea of 
troybles. 1 was not in a humour at that time to fol- 
low his advice, ſo J continued my reſolution of return-— 
ing into France. We left Rome, after my having 


thanked my friends for their kindneſſes; and we land- 


ed ſafely at Marſeilles in one of the Pope's gallies, 
which conveyed the Nuntio into France. We went 
directly to the Province in which our family lived, 
and I had the dear ſatis faction of once more ſecing my 
father, and pouring into his boſom all my griefs. The 
pleaſure I had to fee him, frequently made me incli- 
nable to accept of the Cheyalier s propoſal, which 
was, that I ſhould live with him in his Caſtle. 
There I paſſed ſome years in a ſolitary, joyleſs 
life, full of languor, inſenſible to all the diverſions 
which my amiable uncle procured for me, and al- 
ways clouded with a deep, diſmal melancholy. 1 
engaged him to marry almoſt contrary to his in- 
clinations; for his deſign was to have ſhared his 
eſtate with me during his own life, and to have 
left my daughter his univerſal heir. Our family 
(would I fay to him) muſt not periſh for want of one 
to repreſent it; perhaps I would willingly embrace 
your generous propoſal, if inſtead of a daughter I had 
a ſon ; but as it is, all Ibeg of you is, that in 
caſe I ſhall. die before ſhe is of age, that you will 
be her guardian, 

In the mean time, the little Julia grew tall of 
her age, I had given her that name in memory 
of my dear filter, She reſembled her mother ſo 7 
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actly, that nobody, who ſaw the picture of Selima 
which I brought from Italy, could miſtake her pa- 
rent. When ſhe arrived at the age of five or fs, 
ſhe ſeemed ſenſible of my pains, and would often 
melt into tears when ſhe ſaw me fix my ſorrowful 
eyes upon hers, and look on her ſome minutes with 
a tender air ; ſhe did all ſhe could to divert me by 
her pretty innocent manners, I ſhowed her the pic- 
ture of Selima, and accuſtomed her io regret the loſs 
of a mother whoſe darling ſhe wou'd have been. As 
Agada was not enough acquainted with the French 
manners to be entruſted with her education, I placed 
her in a celebrated convent of ladies for ſame years, 
were young girls of quality receive their education. 
Agada begged leave to follow her, which with ſome 
difficulty I obtained 

In a ſhort time after this, I loſt my father, 
who ded the 'death of a Saint, after having led 
the life of one. I was with him when he gave 
up the ghoſt, and he met death with an unaffected 
tranquillity. If I ſhed tears for this loſs, they 
were not thoſe of bitter grief; on the contrary, I 
found a ſatisfattion in reflecting that ſo good a 
father was now gone to be rewarded for the blame- 


leſs life he had led. I even envied his happineſs. 


He is gone (ſaid I) to his reſt, and I ſhall ſoon 
follow him. 

For ſome time after this, nothing remarkable 
happened in the courſe of my life, which deſerves. 
a place in theſe Memoirs. The Chevalier, who: 


by this time had aſſumed the title of Count de- 


—, continued his generous friendſhip to me;. 
he even preſſed me to a cond marriage, and this 
was the only thing he ever gave me the leaſt 
uneaſineſs about, When my daughter had attained 
the age of fifteen, he was the firſt who ſuggeſted: 
to me, that I ought to be thinking of her ſet- 


tlement in the world. With this view, I went 


to carry her from the Convent to the Caſtle ; but 


the reader may judge of my ſurprize, when ſhe 
| returned: 
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returned this anſwer to my propoſal: My dear Papa, 
(ſaid ſhe) allow me to remain in this Holy Retreat; 
I feel that it is the Divine Will that J ſhould em- 
brace a religious life. I only waited for the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing you to aſk your conſent, and I hope 
you will not now refuſe me that favour.“ I was for 
ſome time uncertain in what manner I ſhould an- 
ſwer. At laſt, I told her, that I loved her too well 
not to conſent to whatever was conducive to her 
happineſs : but think, my dear ch Id, (ſaid I) what 
grief your reſolution gives to your father ; can 
you abandon a father who regards you as his only 
ope and preateſt happineſs in life, and who 


. Propoſed to ſpend the reſt of his days agreeably with 


ou ? Take more time to form your reſ-)lution ; J 
inſiſt poſitively upon it, that you go along to-day 
with me to the Caſt'e, where, after you have ſtayed 
for ſome days, you ſhall be at liberty to return 
to the Convent, if you have an unalterable reſo- 
lution that way. So I brought her oat of the Con- 
vent. The Count, whom I had informed of her in- 
tention, did all he could to drive this miſtaken no- 
tion of religion out of her head. She heard him 
attentively, would even jeſt with him about it 
when he rallied her, but nothing could make her 
alter her reſolution. 

I then 7 upon retiring from the world, to 
have more leiſure to reflect upon the many acci- 
dents that had attended a life like mine, which 
was full of misfort: nes, and to make up my ac- 
counts with Heaven ; which I put in execution 
after having made my acknowledgments to my ge- 
nerous uncle, who was very unwilling to loſe my 
company. 


M E- 


y Ana bind HA F 


Ms 


T&F A 
MAN or QUALITY, &c. 


PART H. BOOT EL 


Remained in this agreeable tranquillity for about 
I three years, in the Abbey de „ which I had 
fixed upon as the place of my retreat. I was there 
boarded at the expence of the generous Count de a 
The thoughts of eternity, and the tender remembrance 
of my dear Selima, were my ſole employments during 
that time, and they ſerved to divert my thoughts 
more and more from whatever related to the world. 
If at any time I called to mind my paſt adven- 
tures, It was only in order to confirm me in my 
hatred of the world, and in the contempt of its 
tranſitory enjoyments. With this view it is, that 
] write theſe Memoirs, which I never read over, 
without finding my heart touched with a new love 
for ſolitude, and without blefling Heaven, which 
has afforded me conftancy enough to ſtruggle againſt 
ſuch a corrent of adverſity. Beſides theſe motives, 
I was advancing into years, and was at that time 
in the 52d of my age. My many troubles, my 
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voyages into different climates, and other acci- 


dents, had greatly altered my conſtitution ; and al- 
though I could complain of no particular diſtemper, 
yet 1 found my vigour ſenſibly impared in a great 
many reſpects. The reader may conclude from 
this, that I had but little reaſon to be in love 


with life; however my friends obliged me to ſubmit 


to ſome points in my way of living, which I 
did entirely in complaiſance to them. In this man- 
ner did three years paſs over my head, and I 
fondly imagined, that I was to continue in this 
dear ſolitude while I continued upon earth. Empty 
deluſion ! Can man form a ſcheme which is not 
ſubje&t to change, or a reſolution not liable to 
diſappointment ? 'Though I am not by nature incon- 
ſtant, I ſaw all the rules of conduct i thad laid down 
for my life, in an inſtant vaniſh into ſmoke. The 
reſpet, which 1 thought I owed to a perſon of the 
higheſt diſtinction, the intreaties of a great prelate, 
and the earneſt requeſt of the Count de „made 
me abandon, for ſome years, that enchanting ſoli- 
tude. The reaſons of this ſudden change were as fol- 
low, and J never can reflect upon them without won- 
dering, how they could have force enough to work 
ſuch an alteration in my ſtate of life, though I can 
never wiſh they had not. 

Monf. the Duke de ———— had a great eſtate 
lying near the Abbey where I had retired. He had 
come to paſs ſome time there during the fine ſea- 
fon. The father Prior could not avoid paying his 
compliment to ſo diſtinguiſhed a neighbour, and 
begged me to. go along with him. Whatever re- 
ſpect I had for the Duke, I refuſed this, as be- 
lieving it inconſiſtent with the manner of life J 
had embraced. The father Prior finding me poſi- 
tive in this, went without me. He came back 
that ſame evening, and appeared highly ſatisfied 
with the Duke's entertainment of him. He told 
me, that the Duke, and the Biſhop of ———— 
his near relation, who was then with him, had 

received 
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received him with the higheſt civilities, and had 
not only obliged him to dine along with themſelves, 
but had condeſcended to pay him a viſit within 
a few days at his Abbey. That he would omit 
nothing that could give them an handſome enter- 
tainment, and that he hoped I would be ſo good 
as to aſſiſt him in doing the honours of the houſe 
to his illuſtrious gueſts, I made no ſcruple to con- 
ſent to this; the Duke and the Biſhop came as they 
had promiſed within a few days, and ſeemed highly 
pleaſed with their entertainment, which was indeed 
very magnificent. 

The Ether Prior thought it would divert them, 
ſhould he turn the converſation upon my birth and 
adventures. They begged that 1 would give them 
a detail of both, which I could nor refuſe without 
being guilty of great incivility. The two noble 
gueſts appeared touched at my relation, and re- 
doubled the marks of reſpe&t which they had be- 
fore ſhown me. Monſ. the Duke, begged that I 
would ſometimes come to ſce him, and that I would 
cultivate a correſpondence with him while he was 
in that neighbourhood. Thus, I found myſelf en- 
gaged in ſpite of all my reſolutions to. the contra- 
ry, to go 38 abroad, and even to paſs ſeveral 
days at the Duke's Caſtle, where they uſed, in ſome 
meaſure, violently to detain me. It was 2 
at that time that the Duke formed the deſign of 
making me quit my ſolitude, in order to be ſer- 
vicable to his own views, but he did not impart 
it to me till after his return to Paris, from whence 
he wrote me a letter full of expreſſions of friend- 
ſhip and tenderneſs for me, and thanking me, that 
] had contributed ſo much to his ſpending his time 
ſo agreeably in the country; he then gave me the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances of his protection; and after a 
thouſand offers of his ſervices and friendſhip, 
he told me in a very handſome manner, that all 
he could do for me, fell far ſhort of the favour 
which he expected at my hands, and that dy 
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could ſcarce prevail upon himſelf to make a pro- 
e which he was aſſured I would hear with re- 
uctance, when he reflected upon my paſſion for 
retirement, and upon the well-grounded reaſons [ 
had to love it; however, that he was too ſenſib e 
of the goodneſs of my beart, and my generous dif. 
1 to doubt but that J would do ſome vio- 
ence to myſelf in order to ſerve him. That, in a 
word, what he had to propoſe to me, was about 
the Marquis his ſon, whom he tenderly loved, as 
being his only one, and becauſe in the judgment 
of the world, he poſſeſſed ſome amiable qualities: 
that his defign was to ſend him to travel for ſome 
years, and that he could no where find a perſon 
ſo proper to direct and attend him as myſelf, nor 
one upon whoſe wiſdom and experience he could fo 
ſafely rely. That the favour which he begged of 
me, was what he would diſcharge himſelf, did not 
his poſts and quality unfortunately oblige him to 
attend the Court ; and in ſhort, that he devolved 
upon me all his authority as a father, not doubt- 
ing but that | would ſoon feel all the tenderneſs 
of one. 

This letter (which was too much in my fa- 
vour for me to tranſcribe literally) produced all 
the effect which it ought to have had, I mean, a 
profound acknowledgment of the goodneſs the Duke 
was pleaſed to ſhow me, but without any thing more, 
I fat down with ſome impatience to anſwer it. 
I informed him, that I looked upon myſelf as high- 
ly honoured by his friendſhip, but that there was 
little appearance I would again launch out into the 
tempeſtuous occean of life, having gained a quiet 
and ſecure harbour, after ſo many ſtorms and dan- 
gers of being ſhipwrecked. Beſides (continued I) 

ſhould but ill anſwer your ends, diſguſted as | 
am with the vanities of the world, and my ac- 
quaintance with mankind. Can it be ſuppoſed that 
1 am a fit perſon to form the manners of a young 
nobleman, whom birth and fortune entitle to the 
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bigheſt diſtinctions of a Court ? No! my own hatred 
of the world is too deeply rooted, for me ever to in- 
ſpire others with the means of gaining its favours 
and approbation. 

After | wrote this letter, I heard nothing for 
about fifteen days or three weeks. I believed that 
my anſwer had cooled the Duke, and that he was 
ſatisfied with the reaſon of my refuſal. One 
morning, the time in which J leaſt expected him, 
I] was ſurprized to ſee the Count de en- 
ter my room, and what made my ſurprize the greater, 
was, that always before, when he did me the fa- 
vour of a viſit, he uſed to tell me beforchand. I 
received him as uſual, and after the firſt civilities 
were over, I perceived by his uneaſineſs that he 
had ſome propoſal to make, which gave him pain. 
What is the matter with you, my dear Count (ſaid 
I) I hope you bring me no bad news; if you 
do, I am prepared for the worſt, He anſwered, 
that he knew of nothing that would afflict me, but 
that he much doubted, whether I could reliſh the 
propoſal he was going to make, and that this was 
the cauſe of his uneaſineſs. Monſ. the Duke de 
——— (continued he, pulling out a letter) has 
wrote this letter, which you may read, and ut will 
inform you farther. 1 accordingly read it, and 
found that it contained in part, what he had be- 
fore wrote to myſelf; but conjuring the Count to 
join with him, in uſing all poſſible means to make 
me go into his propoſal; and for this purpoſe, he 
ſpared no motives that either generoſity or po- 
liteneſs could ſuggeſt. This is not all (reſumes the 
Count) to-morrow the Duke will be here in per- 
ſon, together with the Biſhop of ——— and the 
young gentleman himſelf. I had the honour of 
waiting on them as I paſſed through Paris, and they 
aſſured me that I ſhould not be here above a day 
before them, and that they would endeavour to 
hniſh by their ſolicitations, which mine had begun. 
You have thrown me (replied J) into a ftrange 

difficulty. 
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difficulty, you might eafily have known that this pro- 

oſal was diſagreeable to me; what a fine ſhow would 
it be for a man, at my years, to be rambling through 
all the courts of Europe, and furniſhing new ſubje& 
for a romance ! and pray, what is my temptation, or 
where lies my motive for ſuch a madneſs > Why tru- 
ly, to attend a young gentleman I know nothing of, 
and whoſe father I was acquainted with but within 
theſe two months. This would be a compliment great 


enough for me to pay your children on account of 


friendſhip, or to my Prince's on account of duty. 
No, my dear Count, I will not ſo lightly leave my 
ſolitude, the only voyage I have now to make is to 
eternity. 

I continued firm in that reſolution till the ar- 
rival of the Duke, It would tire the reader, ſhould 
1 repeat a! that paſſed betwixt us, he in intreat- 
ing, and I in refuſing for three hours. Both he 
and the Biſhop, more than once, deſpaired to pre- 
vail ; at laſt their earneſtreſs, their civilities, their 
manners full of generoſity and openneſs, drew from 
me a full conſent to what they wanted. The fight 
of the young Marquis contributed not a little to 
this. He even joined his inſtances with thoſe of his 
father and the Biſhop in ſo tender and natural a man- 
ner, that half perſuaded, half mollified, I conſented to be 
ready to ſet out when they pleaſed. We regulated 
the rout we were to hold: It was agreed we 
mould firſt make a voyage into Spain, that we. 
ſhould from thence go to England, from thence to 
Holland, from Holland to Germany, from that to 
Italy, and fo return to France by the way of Savoy; 
all this made a tour' which would laſt three years. 
We could not have ſet out in a more favourable 
juncture. The peace of Europe had been reſtored 
by the treaty of Utrecht, and the conferences at 
Raſtat; and the contending powers began to renew 
their mutual correſpondence. We looked upon out- 
ſelves as ſafe in travelling through our neighbours 
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country, as if we had been in France, ſo that we pro- 
miſed ourſelves a very eaſy and an agreeable tour. 

We concerted' with the Duke, that his fon ſhould 
pals by the name of the Marquis de Roſemont, 
inſtead of his real name, that thereby he might upon 
occaſion be concealed. I took the plain title of 
Monf. de Renoncour. Having thus ſettled our mea- 
ſures, we waited for nothing to begin our journey 
but the chaiſe that was to carry us, two lackeys 
which the Dnke had engaged from Paris, and 
letters of credit upen the bankers of the ſeveral 
cities through which we were to paſs. My daughter 
came to bid me adieu in that interval, and our 
parting was not without tears, that dear child 
having a thouſand times reproached me for my 
reſolution, which was now unalterable. At laſt, 
we ſet out for Orleans, followed by three Valets 
on horſe-back, for Scott would needs attend us 
likewiſe ; though in his 63d year, he was yet healthy 
and vigorous. 

I leave to geographers, and to gentlemen who on- 
ly travel for curioſity, the trouble of giving the pub- 
lick adeſcription of the countries through which they 
paſs. The ſubjeR of the hiftory | write, is actions 
and ſentiments ; and I pretend to releate what I did, 
not what I ſaw. A fenfible heart and a reaſonable 
foul, in ſhort, whoever has a taſte for true virtue, for 
wiſdom and truth, without following the maxims 


of too rigid a philoſophy, will find ſome delight 


in reading what I write, and it is to ſuch alone that 
I do write, | ; 

When I was left alone with the Marquis de Roſe- 
mont, 1 immediately applied myſelf to gain a com- 
pleat knowledge of his natural diſpoſition, which 
was no hard affair. The Marquis had one of thoſe 
fine tempers, which never ſuffer by being ſearched 
to the bottom. I inſenſibly engaged him to let "Ip 
know what he had been doing to that time, whi 
was the eighteen year of his life, He told me 
that he had been at the college till he was ſix- 

teen, 
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teen, and that he had ſpent the two laſt years of 
his life at the academy; that he had a ſevere man 
for a governour, who looked upon it as his duty 
to keep his pupil in a kind of captivity, That 
this conſtraint had diſguſted him extreamly, that he 
had a thouſand times wiſhed to make his eſcape 
from ſo rigid a tutor, and that he hated that in- 
ſufferable Argus to ſuch a degree, that he had not 
ſpoke to him ever ſince he had «ſcaped out of his 
clutches, I took a pleaſure in hearing the young 
Marquis reaſon in this manner upon the particular 
circumflances of his childhood, and I perceived, even 
in the firſt converſation J had with him, that notwith- 
ſtanding the air of ſweetneſs which appeared in his 
eyes and his countenance, his paſſrons were very 
ſtrong, and that his love of liberty only proceeded 
from his deſire to ſatisfy them. This diſcovery did 
not at all diſpleaſe me; on the contrary, I hated indo- 
lence in youth, and I am perſuaded that a great- 
neſs of ſoul, being always attended with firong 
Paſſions, it is of great importance to give them a 
turn for virtue. 

What made me entertain the greater hopes of the 
Marquis was, that with extreme vivacity, and ſuch a 
heart as I could wiſh him to have, he had a fund of 
reaſon, which made him reliſh a folid reflection. I 
took care to throw in ſeveral of theſe in the courſe of 
converſation, I ſaw, that without the leaſt difficulty, 
he added ſeveral of his own, like a man that has. 
already begun to think, 1 was likewiſe much pleal- 
ed with his openneſs, and ſoon had ſuch an inſight 
into his character, that in eight days I could have de- 


_ fied him to have any reſerve with me. It is true, that 


the tender inſinuating air I put on with him, contti- 
buted not a little to this confidence, and I thought 
that this was the beſt way to ſet out with him, being 
always ſure to command reſpect whenever | pleaſed, 
the tranſition from reſpe& to affection being not ſo 
eaſy, eſpecially with young perſons, who ſeldom love 
what they have been accuſtomed to fear. This 

| con- 
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con uct ſucceeded fo well with me, that the Mar- 
vis, who Knew the price of my complaiſance and 
entleneſs, of his own accord entered into all the 
cr that I «could have wiſhed him to have 
had for me. I frequently told him, that would 
not have him to regard me as a perſon who had 
a power to controul him, but that we ought to live 
together as friends and brethren, ſo as to make it 
hard to judge which had the greateſt tenderneſs 
for the other. He anfwered, he would have this ad- 
vantage over me, that he would, to all the tenderneſs 
for a ſincere friend (for ſuch he was to me) add all the 
reſpe&t that was owing to a parent: and indeed he 
was as good as his word, and in conſequence of 
theſe ſentiments, though in the high rank that he now 
poſſeſſes by the death of the Duke his father, he al- 
lows me freely to write the adventures of our voyage; 
he even conſents, that, both to divert and improve the 
public, I ſhould recount the faults into which the heat 
of youth made him fall. This can be no ways to his 
diſhonour, for, beſides that they are of a nature to which 
all heroes have been liable, it is a noble thing to have 
been always ſenfible of them, fo as to reſiſt and 
ſometimes vanquiſh them, and it ts even a kindof 
glory to make a free and ſecure acknowledg- 
ment of them. 

We arrived at Bourdeaux towards the end of July : 
the continual rains, that had for ſome time fallen, 
had ſo much broken the roads, and our ſervants 
were ſo heartily ſoaked. that we were obliged to 
halt for ſome time at that city, in order to wait 
for better travelling weather, I took that oppor- 
tunity to make the Marquis begin an exerciſe, of 
which I perceived he ſtood in ſome need. He had 
paſſed through his ſtudies at the college, in the ſame 
manner as other young gentlemen of quality, that 
is, he had learned ſome words of Latin, and could 
turn a verſe tolerably well. At the academy, 
he had learned the bodily exerciſes, to mount a 
horſe, 
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horſe, to handle his arms, and to play upon ſome 
inſtruments; but he was quite ignorant ofthe ſcience 
of poliſhing and improving the mind, ſo that all 
the diſcernment and good taſte he diſcovered, was 
entirely owing to his natural genius, I was troubled 
to ſee ſo many fine qualifications in danger of be- 
coming. uſeleſs, by either the negligence or ſtupi. 
dity of his maſters, I made him conſent to en- 
ter upon a courſe of hiſtory, geography, and 
eloquence ; I gave him a taſte for books, which 
he, till that time, had entirely neglected. Of what 
advantage ſaid I to him) will your being born a- 
bove the common level of mankind be, if your is- 
norance throws you below them? Your quality in 
that caſe will be your ſhame, and none will re- 
flect upon the any you hold, without at the ſame 
time reflecting how much you diſgrace it. There 
was a time, when perſons of quality, by a de- 
plorable affectation of greatneſs and independence, 
made it a point of honour to know nothing; but this 
was owing to the falſe ideas entertained in a ſtupid 
age, which could not judge of the value of things. 
But now the ſcene is altered; knowledge is as much 
valued as quality, and a man of parts, though meanly 
born, can enoble himſelf by his accompliſhments, 
above one who has the advantages of birth without 
thoſe of knowledge. Are you not ſenfible, my dear 
Marquis, (added I) how ridiculous it is for a man in 
an clevated rank, to be ignorant of what is known to 
perſons of the moſt ordinary ſtation ? The privileges 
of quality then are, the precedence at any ceremony, 
the lolling about in a coach, and an effeminate care 


of the perſon. Strange diſtinction! which ſuppoſes | 


neither virtue nor merit, and is founded only upon 
the goods that fortune arbitrarily gives and re- 
ſumes, 

The Marquis promiſed me, that he would ap- 
ply ſerioully, and employ all his leiſure hours up- 
on his ſtudies, We ſhall ſee, by and by, the 1 5 
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he had formed, and the ſurprizing progeſs that he 


made in them. 1 bought up, at Bourdeaux, all the 


beſt books I could find; with theſe J filled a 
trunk, which. became to us the moſt valuable part 
of our baggage. The bad weather continued with 
ſo little interruption for three weeks, that we did 
not judge it practicable to procced without danger. 
This delay produced a very entertaining adven- 
ture. The landlord of the inn where we lodged, 
had a daughter, about five or fix and twenty years of 
age, of a brown complexion, but tall and very well 
ſhaped, and ſhe ſeemed to be longing much for a 
huſband. The fine air of the Marquis, whom ſhe 
had conſtant opportunities of ſeeing, we being confin= 
ed tothe houſe by the rains, made an impreſſion upon 
her heart, and it muſt be owned that ſhe made a very 
good choice. 

The Marquis was of an advantageous height, 
with large well ſet black eyes, that were lively, 
ſparkling, and full of ſweetneſs ; his complexion 
was fine and delicate, and at the ſame time his 
air was animated; a fine buſhy head of hair fell 
down to his waiſt ; beſides all this, he had the 
:fpet of a man of quality, and a certain eaſy 
familiar air about him, which recommended him 
at the firſt ſight ; ſo that I was no way ſurprized, 
that our handſome landlady entertained a paſſion 
for him. I was not the firſt who perceived it, for 
Scoti told me one day; I believe, fir, that the 
daughter of our landlord is in love with the 
Marquis ; I have remarked, that eſpecially in the 
evening when you are at table, ſhe comes down 
to the court, and looks for half an hour through the 
window, and then returns very penſive; ſhe has told 
me herſelf, that ſte has been ſeveral times ſurprized 
that ſo handſome and well-bred a young gentleman as 
the Marqus is, had not {ſpoke one word to her during 
che ſitteen days we had been in Bourdeaux, and that ſhe 
always thought that the young gentlemen of Paris 
nad been more gallant, In ſhort, (concluded Scoti) he 
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is all the ſubje& of our diſcourſe when ſhe and I are 
at table together. 

She is an idiot, anſwered J, you may let her 
go on without taking any notice of her. I had ſome. 
times obſerved her myſelf, and could eafily diſcern, 
by the languiſhing eyes ſhe threw upon the Mar- 
quis, that ſhe was ſenſibly touched; I laughed with 
myſelf, and at the ſame time was charmed that the 
Marquis never caſt his eyes upon her, As his 
education had been very ſtr ct, all his actions were 
as yet entirely innocent. When the rains were over, 
I diſcharged our bills with the landlord, and we 
were preparing to ſet out the next day; for this rea- 
ſon we went ſoon to bed, that we might rife more ear- 
ly the next_morning. While I was in a ſound ſleep, 
I was all of a ſudden awaked by the voice of the Mar- 
quis, who cryed out help! help! thieves, robbers! 
his chamber was divided from mine only by a thin 
partition, ſo | ſprung out of my bed, and ran to his 
aſſiſtance with my ſword in my hand. I found at the 
door our three ſervants, who had been awaked with 
the ſame noiſe, and ſert one of them down to get a 
light, ordering the two other to ſtand at the door, 
while I entered in the dark to fee what was the 
matter with the Marquis, who immediately roſe, 
and anſwered with a voice pretty much broken, 
that there was certainly ſome one or other in the 
chamber, for he had heard them open the door, 
and tread ſoftly ; that having aſked, Who was there, 
without receiving any anſwer, he called out in the 
manner he did. I told him, that it was very pro- 
bable that he only had dreamed all this, and that we 
had been alarmed to no purpoſe ; but when the 
light came, we ſoon perceived that I was miſtaken. 
We ſaw our young landlady fitting upon a char, 
leaning her head upon one of -her hands, with 
which ſhe endeavoured to conceal her face, and 
her eyes, that ſeemed to be full of tears. Ha 
my pretty girl, ſays I, what has brought you here 
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at this time of night? What are you come te 
rob the Marquis? Upon this, ſhe roſe up without 
making any anſwer, but by her tears 1 eafily 
underſtood how it was with her, and that baſh- 
fulneſs had hindered her to reveal herſelf when the 
Marquis . firſt called out, I then told her, Take 
my advice, good madam, and go to bed; it is time 
we were all aſleep; I believe we ſhall ſcarce have 
time to come to a much cloſer acquaintance to- 
gether. At laſt, ah! fir, ſaid ſhe, with a ſigh, 
allow me to ſtay for one moment with the 
Marquis, whom 1 ſhall never again fee. You are 
a baggage, replied I, for you have nothing to ſay 
to him, ſo take my advice, and go to bed. Salute 
her, fir, (continued 1, turning to the Marquis) 
and bid her adieu. The Marquis, who was in 
his night-gown, was quite out of countenance, and 
did not know what to think of ſuch an adven- 
ture. However, he embraced her, and as he was 
leaving her, ſhe kept one of his hands locked in hers, 
ſtill continuing to weep. I was afraid, that he would 
be at laſt mel ed with this ſcene, ſo, I took her by 
the arm and conducted her to the head of the ſtairs, 
and ſaw her down. 1 then ordered our horſes to be 
got ready immediately, and we ſet out by the 
light of the moon, which made che nigłt us agreeable 
as the day, | 

I waited till the Marquis ſhould ſpeak firſt to 
me of this noQurnal adventure, which he did not 
fail to do, telling me at the ſame time, that he 
believed that the woman was an idiot, and that 
he had not had the leaſt intercourſe with her while 
we ſtaid at Fourdeaux. I will own with you, (an- 
ſwered I) that ſhe is a fool, when we have once 
diſtinguiſhed the different ways by which one may 
deſerve that name. There is a tolly which lies 
in the brain, and © occaſions a defect in the ſenſe. 
duch a perſon is a mortifying object, for he ſhews 
us the weakneſs of human nature, and inſpires 
us with compaſſion, as the misfortune is involun- 
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tary ; but, (continued I) there is another kind of 
folly, which is ſeated in the heart, and is occafi- 


oned by the violepce of our paſſions ; this folly 


is ſhameful, and renders us culpable, becauſe we 
are at liberty to reſiſt it: ſuch is the folly of 
our young hoſteſs, and this makes her culpable. 
Forgetful of all that ſhe owed io decency and mo- 
deſty, ſhe came to find you in your room; ſhe 
knows ſhe ſhall never ſee you again, and that 
ſhe has nothing about her to make you remember 
her; for this ſhe expoſes herſelf to forfeit her re. 
r 294) for ever, in order to procure a moment's 
atisfaction, without at the ſame time conſidering 


that the advances ſhe made were the readieſt means 


to make you hate her; for no man of honour 
can entertain any eſteem for a woman Joſt to 
all ſenſe of modeſty and virtue, But (replicd the 
Marquis) why ſhould ſhe love me, who never ſpoke 
a word to her in my life. You ſpeak {anſwered 
I) of one of the moſt extraordinary whims that 
the mind of man is capable of. I would not, my 
dear Marquis, have you ignorant that nature has 
implanted a. violent inclination in the one ſex for 
the other; the day will come when you will find 
this true by your own experience. This inch- 


tion, which is general, ſometimes proceeds from cauſes 


of which the perſons affected are qui e ignorant, 
Some are charmed by beauty, others by wit, by 


- a fine air, by the muſick of the voice, by the 


turn of the eye, or by a ſmile ; and others, in ſnort, 
are ſmit with ſomewhat about the perſon of ihe 
beloved object, which they feel, but cannot account 
for. In the manner we are formed, we cannot 
expect to be always inſenſible to theſe firſt emotions, 
which commonly overpower the reaſon ; but it | 
certain, we may rally the forces of our underſtand- 
ing ſo well as to be able to check their progrehs 
Wiſdom dictates to us, that we ſhould examine by 
the rules of religion, whether there is any thing 
in theſe beginnings of our affection inconſiſtent 
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with them. If we are ſatisfied upon this head, 
we venture but little, for when the paſſion flows 
from a clear ſource, it commonly preſerves the 
purity of its original : on the contrary, if we 
ſuffer ourſelves to be hurried on by a blind ap- 
petite, there is no danger but what we are expoſed 
to, without our being able to foreſee it ; and what 
is till more deplorable, is, that theſe unruly paſ- 
ſions coming to a head more quickly than we i- 
magine, they become fo obſtinate, that we cannot 
reſiſt them, even when we are on the brink of the 
precipice into which they are ready to plunge us. 
+ then took occaſion to recount to the Marquis ſome 


. inſtances, that ſerved to confirm what I had been 


ſaving. I ſet before him a lively picture of the 
fatal conſequences of unbridled paſſion, in the hi- 
ſtory of ſeveral perſons whoſe names he knew, 
and ſet forth the loſs of preferment, ſtate, ho- 
nour, peace and repoſe attending it. He heard me 
out with a wonderful attention, and | read in his 
face all the different impreſſions my diſcourſe made 
upon his heart. At lat, he recovered himſelf from 
a deep muſing. I am not at all afraid ſaid he) 
of falling into theſe inconveniencies you ſpeak of, 
don't find myſelf in the leaſt inclinable to become 
tender, nor can I have any notion how a man can love 
any woman to ſuch a pitch of extravagancy. Good 
Heaven! anſwered I grant that we may ever diſtruſt 
ourſelves, You are now acquainted with the dan- 
ger, and what you are to do is, to watch over your 
own heart, and never to loſe the view of honour and 
religion. 

Aſter we had arrived at Bayonne, I took m 
meaſures ſo as to render our journey to Madrid 
commodious. The difficulty of paſſing over the 
mountains made me deliberate whether it would 
not be better for us to quit our chaiſe and make 
uſe of horſes ; but underſtanding that many Spaniſh 
and Engliſh gentlemen daily paſſed over them in 
chaiſcs, I hopea that we might be able to do the 
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like. We paſſed the Bidaſſoa, which was very 
much ſwelled by rains, and when we ſtopped to 
dine at Iron, the firſt town in Spain, we met with 
ſuch bad treatment that we took it as a very 
bad omen for the reſt of our journey. We found 
ourſelves much better treated at St. Sebaſtian, 
but it was with great difficulty that we got. over 
the mountains and the ftony paſſes in order to 
come at it. This, 1s a pretty city, its ſtreets be- 
ing large, ſtrait, and well paved. We were adviſed 
to ſtay there till we ſhould get a guide to con- 
duct us over the difficult paſſes, and to ſerve us as 
an mterpreter. 'Though the inns till we came to Bur- 
gos were molt wretched, 1 was aſſured they were a 
vaſt deal better than they were when Philip 
the fifth ſucceeded to the crown of Spain. This 
alteration proceeds from the commerce that 1s kept 
up between the two nations, Our guide took care 
to provide us victuals, and to dreſs them; but they 
commonly were very unſavory, 1 was not at all 
il pleaſed that the Marquis was ſometimes obliged 
to take up with this coarſe feeding. The rooms 
and the beds were not a whit better, and ſome- 
limes we were obliged to paſs whole nights in our 
chaiſe, for want both of a room and a bed, with- 
out Neeping any longer than what was neceſſary 
for the horſes to rcſt themſelves. I always took 
care to make ſome reflections, by which the Mar- 
quis might be ſenſible of the advantages that ariſe 
from being ſometimes accuſtomed to hardſhips, that 
he might have a feeling for the miſeries of thoſe 
who live in a continual tract of them. I made 
him remark all the poor inhabitants of the moun- 
tains, whoie ſight alone 1s ſufficient to inſpire com- 
paſſion. As they are men, would I ſay to him) 
nature bas given them the {ame title to eaſe and hap- 
pineſs as the has given you; it is chance alone 
that makes all the difference between you: learn 
at leaſt to piy them, and above all things ake 
care never to deſpiſe them. The vivacity of the 
Marquis 
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Marquis made him take very ill with the tediouſ- 
neſs of the journey; and in order to divert him, I 
muſtered up all I could remember both of antient 
and modern hiftory and ſcience : I then made him re- 
peat in order all that he retained of what I told him, 
that he might thereby be accuſtomed to an exact 
and methodical way of ſtudying ' he rugged- 
neſs of the road upon the mountains of Biſcay hindec- 
ed us from riding in our chaiſe ; however, we reach= 
ed Vittoria, which is the firſt city in Caſtile : It is 
fituated at the end of a well cultivated plain. The 
Marquis, who never in all his life had ſeen ſo many 
rocks and precipices, thought himſelf tranſported 
into another world. We ſtopped a whole day at Vit- 
toria in order to refreſh ourſelves; aud there we firſt 
acquired a knowledge of the manners and characters 
of the Spaniards, There were ſome who lodged in 
the ſame inn with us, who were from different places 
of Caaile, and underſtood French. By their aſſiſt- 
2nce we regulated the rout we were to hold to Bur- 
gos, to which city one of them ſaid he would attend 
us, after he had ſettled ſome affairs a: Vittoria, which 
he would haſten in order to have the pleaſure of onr 
company. The emptineſs and grimace of the Caſlili- 
an civility made the Marquis laugh, ſo that it coſt 
me a good deal of pains to check him. What à par- 
cel of coxcombs are theſe would he ſay to me, when 
we vere alone at night) faith! if alt the Spaniards 
are like theſe, I ſha!l ſoon have enough of Spain, 
can eaſily ſee, (anſwered I) that it is their gra- 
vity that diſguſts you; but fair and ſoft; don't 
judge of people by the firſt view. Do you think 
it is very decent to be always laughing and jok- 
ng as you do, upon perſons you don't know ? You 
muſt talk with more reſerve, eſpecially among ſtran- 
gers; for my ſhare, I own, I am very well pleaſed. 
with the Spaniſh civilitv, and I am perſuaded if 
you were once acquainted with it, you would be the 
ſame. I was not out in my conjecture, for the 
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firſt place we ſtopped to dine at, we found a per- 
ſon of a quite different character from thoſe who 
made the Marquis laugh fo heartily the night 
before. The gentleman's name was Don Inigo 
de Juaz, he had been Squire to the Admiral of 
Caſtile, and the knowledge he had of the court 
of Madrid made his company very agreeable, He 
told us a great many circumſtances of the old 
Admiral's humour There is one, which | remem- 
ber, and which deſerves to: be related. The Ad- 
miral had a very pretty bitch, which he had bought 
22ady bred to a thouſand tricks and gambols, that 
1-(4eaſed the Admiral ſo much, that he could not 
be perſuaded but that his bitch had ſomewhat in 
her more than ordinary, and was aQually born 
with a reaſonable ſoul. He was fo throughly 
convinced of this, that he frequeutly ſpoke to his 
bitch as it ſhe had been endued with reaſon, The 
little creature moved with che action of her maſter, 


never failed to fawn upon him, which the Ad- 


iairal interpreted as an anſwer which ſhe made, 
becauſe ſhe could not ſpeak the Spaniſh. - Upon this, 
he ordered one of his domeſticks to teach her to 
ſpeak that language, and to give her ſo many 
leſſons a day. The domeſtick obeyed his maſter, 
but after five or fix months fruitleſs labour, he 
loſt his poſt, and the Admiral ſucceeded him as 
preceptor to the bitch, who making as little pro- 
greſs under him as under the ſervant, he apo- 
logized for his bad ſucceſs, becauſe the bitch's 
throat was too wide for the Spaniſh articulation, 
At laſt the poor animal daſhed her brains out by a fall 
out of a window, which put an end to the Admiral's 
cares. This hiſtory diverted us a good deal, but a- 
bove all the Marquis, who was mightily pleaſed with 
Don Inigo's company, as Don Inigo was with his, of- 
fering to accompany us through to Burgos, and when 
we arrived at it, to make us acquainted with ſeveral 
people of character. - 

e 
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We accepted of this offer : Don Inigo waited up- 
on us next day at our inn, with another Spaniard, 
one of his friends, and they conducted us to all the 
places in the city that were worth ſeeing, to the 
church, the Archbiſhop's palace, and the bridge, 
which is large and handſome, and one of the princi- 
pal curioſities at Burgos; it is by means of this —_— 
that the communication betwixt the city and ſuburbs 
is kept up. When dinner was ſerved, I propoſed to 
our two Spaniards to take a ſhare, The citizen of 
Burgos anſwere me very civilly, that he expected 
we would do him the honour to dine with him, he 
having provided a dinner for us. We did not need 
much intreaty to go to his houſe, which was hard by. 
He entertained us in his faſhion very well ; that is, 
we had variety of diſhes, but all of them moſt wretch- 
edly dreſſed, His wife was indiſpoſed, but he cauſ- 
ed us, ina very familtar manner, to walk into her 
bed-chamber, where ſhe was lying upon a bed. This 
appeared to me pretty extraordinary in a-Spantard, 
who commonly has none of the moſt complaiiant cLãa- 
rafters in thit point. The lady did not ſpeak, being 
ignorant of our language, but I perceived that ſhe in- 
ceſſantly kept her eyes fixed upon the \'arquis, who 
took notice of it himſelf; for the adventure of the 
hoſteſs had made him alittle more acquainted with 
thoſe matters. When we left this houſe, we went to 
to ſee an hoſpital, and ſome convents of men and wo- 
men. and returned pretty late to our inn, where we 
found our landlady fuddled, She. flew about the 
Marquis's neck with ſuch a rudeneſs, that had I not 
been afraid of making an uproar, I had certainly cauſ- 
ed our ſervants to have drubbed her. She was not 
the firſt inſtanceof this kind we had ſeen fince we paſſ- 
ed the Pyreneans : I expe&ed to have found more ſo- 
briety in Spain. 

We continued our journey nex: morning, be- 
ing yet about 35 or 40 leagues from Madrid, which 
eur impatience made us reach in three days, We 
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were much pleaſed when we came to that city ; 
though its ſituation is unequal, yet it makes a very 


agreeable ſhow. Don Inigo de Juaz had commend. 
ed us to an excellent inn, where we were very well 
entertained during our ſtay there. After we had 
taken up with it for ſome days, we deſired our 
landlord to provide a lodging for us in a houſe 
Rear his inn, that we might be more retired, and 
at the ſame time have our victuals ſent us from 


the inn, where there was a very good cook. The 


landlord recommended us to one Dod Porterra ; Don 
is a title that almoſt every Spaniard aſſumes. He ima- 

ined by our appearance that we were perſons of di- 

inction, fo that he behaved with great reſpect to us 
all the time we were at Madrid, notwithſtanding the 
Spaniſh pride. | 

We had received letters from the Duke de 
to ſeveral of the greateſt Lords about court, who, 
I was very well aſſured, would have been fond of 
ſeeing us. I thought it was better not to uſe theſe 
letters, but to keep them up for a reſerve, in caſe 
of any exigence. I had a mind that travelling 


mould form the Marquis to more characters in 


life than that of a nobleman. If all the deſipn 
of travelling is to ſec fine ſhows, and viſit great 
cities; all that is required of a perſon in that caſe, 
is to be able to rclate what he has ſeen, If we 
had preſented our letters immediately to. the Duke 
de — — , and the Count de —, I knew 
they would have cauſed the Marquis to have Iodged 
with them, and would have been always engaging 
him in trifling amuſements and parties of pleaſure. 
My deſign was, that the Marquis ſhould enter in- 
to a thorough knowledge of mankind, by a per- 
fonal acquaintance with the different characters of 
men in all degrees of life, and thereby learn to 
deſcend from that haughtineſs which a high birth 
is too apt to inſpire, and to enter into ſentiments 
more humane and natural, but ſentiments that are 
hard, to be attained in a court, That —— 

c 
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he ſhould appear at court, where he might zcquire 
eſteem by the force of merit alone. I likewife 
wanted that he ſhould apply himſelf to the ſtudy 
of geography and hiſtory, reſerving to myſelf the 
care of forming his taſte, and ſentiments, in the 
courſe of reading and converſation, which we went 
through together He ſhewed ſome inclination to 
learn Spaniſh, from which | difſuaded him for two 
reaſons ; firſt, becauſe the French was ſo much fpo- 
ken at Madrid, that he could never be at a loſs to 
make himfelf underſtood : ſecondly, as he had 
a good many other countries to viſit, all whoſe 
languages it would be impoſſible for him to ag- 
quire, I would have him to- make himſelf maſter 
of one of the beſt, ſuch as the Engliſh, or the Italian, 
which he could not do, but by applying ſolely to it. 
He was perſuaded by my reaſons, and we regu» 
lated the manner of our paſhng every day We 
reſolved to riſe every morning half an hour after 
ſix a clock, and to ſtudy till eight, cach by him- 
ſcelf, and then to drink chocolate together, aſter. 
which the Marquis was to repeat to me, what he 
had learned for that day, of geography and hiſtory. 
We were then to read ſome good books together till 
ten a clock; and then to dreſs ourſelves and go to 
church ; then we were to dine ; and the afternoon we 
{ct apart for walking, viſits and diverfions. This re: 
gulation we punQually obſerved all the time we 
were at Madrid, and. I was yaſtly pleaſed to ſee 
the Marquis enter ſo eaſily into a uniform and regular 
courſe of life.. | 

We dreſſed at firſt very plain, that we might 
be able the better to purſue my. deſign of keep- 
ing company with the citizens, We common- 
ly went out on foot, without any ſootman, and 
the firſt viſit we paid was to the ftreets and the. 
publick buildings. This was our practice for four 


or five days, without meet eng with any thing re- 


markable. But whenever we entered into any places. 
of reſort, or where there was a good deal of com- 
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pany, 1 ſhould be at a loſs to recount all the 
agreeable and diſagreeable adventures to which we 
were expoſed every day. All the diverſion at 
Madrid is walking, and going to the play. There 
are two publick walks, the Prado Nuevo, and the 
Prado Viejo. That which is on the fide of the 
Buen Retiro, is leſs frequented than the other, for 
which reaſon we commonly went to the former, 
The little river of Mancanares glides through the 
meadow, where one ſees a great many fountains 
playing, that ferve to refreſh the company durin 
the exceſſive heats. The firſt day we He 


there, we were at ſome loſs how to anſwer the 


compliments of certain ladies not very ſcrupulous 
in point of virtue, who invited us to walk with them; 
but we were at no loſs to underſtand their drift by 
their ſigns, though we did not their language, they 
being as ignorant of French as we were of Spaniſh, 
We left them very drily, and advanced to a great 
walk of elms, which was filled with perſons of both 
ſexes. After having taken ſome turns, 1 told the 
Marquis that 1 would leave to him the care of pro- 
curing us ſome new acquaintances, Oh (ſaid he 
laughing,) we ſhall not be long without them. Well, 
Jet me ſee (faid 1) how you will begin. We had 
ſcarce walked twenty ſteps farther, when he placed 
himſelf upon a bench where ſome Spaniards were fit- 
ting. Gentlemen, (ſaid he, with a frank air) I hope 
you will not take it amiſs, if two ſtrangers join your 
company ? The four Spaniards roſe, making a pro- 
found reverence to us, and then ſat down upon the 
bench again. I thought at firſt that they did not un- 
derſtand our language, and was going to rally 
the Marquis for his forwardneſs ; but after a mo- 
ment's filence, one of them anſwered in French, 
with a very grave lone, that we did them a 
great deal of honour, and that Frenchmen never 
ought to look upon themſelves as ſtrangers in Spain. 
We immediately joined their 9 
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Marquis aſked a thouſand queſtions upon the uſes 
of a great number of things that we - ſaw. They 


anſwered very laconically, without affording. the 
leaſt hint for converſation themſelves ; ſo that when- 


ever the Marquis's queſtions were at an end, we were 


left in profound filence. About a quarter of an 
hour after, they left us with a new reverence. 
What inſiped fellows theſe are ! ſaid the Marquis. 
Rather ſay, (anſwered 1) what wiſe, polite peo- 
ple theſe are! and learn of them not to be ſo open 
as vou are at the firſt meeting. You have no rea- 
ſon to complain of them, they ſaluted you civilly, 
and they anſwered all the queiiions you put to 
them; what would you have more ? Beſides, you 
muſt own, that the jocoſe air you put on, might 
very reaſonably have diſguſted people of their grave 
character. Not that I condemn a free, open man- 
ner of converſation, only I think we ought never 
to uſe it in the wrong place; you are very well 
acquainted, at leaſt by hearſay, with the Spaniſh 
gravity of converſation, ſo that you might have 
eaſily judged that it was very improper to attack 
them in the jocoſe familiar manner you did. But, (re- 
plied the Marquis very naturally). they knew the cha- 
racter of us Frenchmen too, and good manners ſhould 
have prevented them from putting on their grave airs 
with me. I anſwered, they had an advantage over us 
in being in their own country; beſides, that ſome of 
them were older than us; not to inſiſt, that. our 
having attacked them without much ceremony, and 
upon no acquaintance, intitled them to ſome reſpect 
from us. 

While we were in this diſcourſe, we were ſur- 
prized to ſee our four Spaniards return and ſeat 
themſclves upon the fame place of the bench they 
had left. We are very happy, ſaid one of them, 
in finding you ſtill here: I anſwered, that their 
return gave us a great deal of pleaſure, and that 
one was always glad to meet again with perſons 
of ſo much civility and politeneſs as they zppeared 
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to have. I am charmed, replicd the other, that 
you have ſuch an opinion of us; I was afraid leſt 
your ignorance of our cuſtoms had made you take our 
haſty departure amiſs, but it is uſual here for one that 


comes to the Prado, ſometimes to fit, and ſometimes to 


walk, to give the diverſion a more agreeable variety. 
Thus we renewed our converſation till ſupper-time, 
aud then we left our four Spaniards without foreſee- 
ing what occaſion we were ſoon to have of renewing 
our acquaintance. 
We went to ſupper as ſoon as we returned home: I 
invited our landlord to ſup with us, as I frequently 
had done before, and we told him of what had hap- 
pened to us on the Prado, together with the name 
of one of the four Spaniards, as we heard it ſeveral 
times pronounced by the others. The adventure is 
pleaſant, replied Don Porterra; Signior Alonſo Ri- 
quez, whom you ſpeak of, is neither more nor leſs 
than my ſpouſe's brother. He is an advocate in the 
council of the Indies, and is a man of merit and 
character; you will be very well pleaſed to be ac- 
quainted with him, and I propoſe myſelf the pleafure 
of carrying you to his houſe. We agreed to go next 
day. Before you fee him, ſaid Don Porterra, I muſt 
entertain you a few moments in telling you a very 
extraordinary adventure which has made his fortune, 
tor he is rich, and it is not ſo much from intereſt, as 
inclination, that he ſtill follows the profeſſion of ad- 
vocate. Don A'onſois originally a Portugueſe; his 
father was fleward to the Count de Fonteira, and 
followed that nobleman into Spain, where he came 
to ſettle. His maſter dying, and leaving him very 
generouſly provided for, he thought proper to ſettle 
in the world, endeavouring to get into ſome em- 
plo''ment at Madrid, which might give him a 
rank and a title. An opportunity ſoon preſent- 
ed, but he met with ſo many rivals, that he 
could not ſucceed without raiſing to himfelf very 
conſiderable enemies. The love of revenge is a 
predomi- 
: 2 
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predominant paſſion in Spain as well as in Italy. One 


of the enemies of Franciſco Kiquez, (for that was 
the name of our Alonſo's Father) employed all me- 


thods to ruin his reputation and credit. Franciſco: 


reſiſted him ſucceſsfully, but perhaps he uſed too- 
much haughtineſs in his triumph over an enemy 
whom he had already defeated, and who being: 
reduced to deſpair, reſolved to affaflirate him. 
The unhappy Franciſco was killed in the evening, 
as he re'urned home without any attendants. The 
murderer eſcaped by flight, but all his eſtate was 
confiſcated, except a fmall portion that was allotted 
for the maintainance and education of an only 
daughter he left, who was not above twelve or 
fifteen months ©o'd, and was placed ſometime after 

in a Convent; her name was Donna Maria. Fran- 
eiſco Riquez left two children, who were twins, 
and were then upon the breaſt. Alonſo is the one, 
and my wife the other; their mother was very 
carefal of their education, and I married the daugh- 
ter when the attained to her fixteenth year; Alonſo, 
whoſe mother died about that time, came to live 
at my houſe, and his inclination leading to the 
bar, he applied himſelf to the ſtudy of the law ; 
his natural capacity, aſſiſted by a continual appli- 
cation, made him known ſo mach to his advan- 
tage, that before he was twenty one years of age, 
he was employed in a great many conſiderable cauſes, 
the ſucceſs of which Kill encreaſed his reputation, 
The Prioreſs of a religious houſe intruſted him 
with an affair of ſach importance, that it demand- 
ed all his care. He was obliged to repair very 
often to her for information in the affair, and as 
he had a very polite turn, he became acquainted 
with ſeveral of the Nuns and the boarders. ' It 
happened to be the very houſe where Donna Maria, 
the daughter of his father's murderer, was placed, 
He ſaw her without underſtanding who ſhe was, 
and loved her before he knew that he ought to 
hate her, He one day ſpoke of her to me as an 
| object 
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obje& with which he was charmed. I knowing as 
little about her as he, anſwered him very readily, 
that ſince it was now time for him to think up- 
on marrying, he could not do better than to eſpouſe 
a lady whom he thought ſo lovely, and that he 
ought to enquire after the parents of the girl, and 
aſk their conſent .; and that it was a very fa- 
vourable circumſtance for him, that ſhe had been 
always educated in a religious houfe. He ſeemed 
very well pleaſed that I approved of his paſſion, 
and he begged that J would inform myſelf of what- 
ever concerned his miſtreſs ; which I very ſoon did ; 
for two days after, I very ingenuouſly told Alonſo 
all about her parentage, which I thought would 
effectually have damped his paſſion. I was deceived, 
for it had come to too great a head to be eaſily 
extinguiſhed. You ſtab me with your words, (an- 
ſwered he, turning pale) I muſt either marry Donna 
Maria or die. But hear me, replied I, you ought 
to examine if honour would allow you to marry 
the daughter of a murderer, and what is worſe, 
the murderer of your father. Think of that ! 
beſides, this girl has no fortune, and you are not 
rich enough yet to make the fortune of another. 
All this deſerves that you ſhould do yourſelf a vi- 
olence in renouncing a paſſion ſo contrary both to 
your honour and your intereſt, Alonſo making no 
reply. Are you beloved (continued 1) or have you 
entered into any engagement with your miſtreſs ? He 
anſwered me, that he had diſcourſed ſeveral times with 
her, and that he had no reaſon to believe that ſhe 
hated him. If you are aſſured of her heart (replied |) 
and if you are reſolved not to deprive her of yours, 
your beſt way 1s, to engage her to leave the Convent, 
and entertain her upon the footing of a common mi 
.treſs Ah, what do you ſay ? (replied he,) that wiſdom 
for which I adore her, will never ſuffer her to conde- 
ſcend to this. Then take your own courſe (replied) 
fince I find my advice i diſregarded. I then roſe f 

. 1 take 
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take my leave of him, but Alonſo, after ſome mo- 


ments of reflection, kept me with him. Do you 


know, ſaid he, what a thought is come into my 
head, and what I deſign to do? I will marry 


Donna Maria, and then retire with her into Portu- 
gal, where all my father's relations are living, and 


who will know nothing about my ſpouſe's parents. 
Thus 1 will conſult both my honour and my 
paſſion, - 

I ſhould have but waſted my breath, had I pre- 


tended to oppoſe this new project; ſo I left him, 


promiſing him all the ſervice that my friendſhip 
could ſuggeſt. He remembered me of my promiſe 
about fifteen days after, and defired me to do him 
a very dangerous piece of ſervice, Donna Maria 
had conſented to marry him, and to follow him 
into Portugal ; he having engaged her to leave 
the Convent, and to take a lodging in the town 
till ſuch time as he had ſettled ſome affairs, and 
was ready to go with her: and at the ſame time 
he put a chamber-maid of his own chuſing about 
her, There he paſſed one part of the day with 
her, and the other in preparing for his journey. 
One day that he left my houſe to go to his ordinary 
rendezvous, the chamber-maid that he had put a 
bout his miſtreſs, came and told him a piece of 
news, which threw him into the yreiteſt uneaſi- 
neſs, He came back to his chamber in a furi- 
ous manner and threw himſelf upon his bed, 
where he paſſed ſeveral hours, in a very violent, 
agitation. I heard ſome words he let drop, and 
judged that he had need of comfort; I came. in 
to him, and aſked him the cauſe of his uneaſi- 
neſs. If you love me (anſwered he with a troubled 
air) leave me to meet my death; but firſt aſſiſt 
me in compaſſing my revenge. I am betrayed, 
Donna Maria is a traitoreſs, whoſe: life I will 
take away with my own hands, after _— killed 
her new. lover, whom ſhe -prefers to me before her 
eyes, At laſt, he told me, that about two days 
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ago, Douna Maria had admitted an unknown per-- 
ſon into her apartment, where he | paſſed a good 
part of the night, and that the chamber-maid was 
placed to watch, and to ſtop, not only Alonſo, but 
any other that might ſurprize them. That the 


girl had given him information of all that had 


paſſed, and at the ſame time aſſured him, that his 
rival was to be with his miſtreſs that very night. 
But (added Don Alonſo) I am reſolved it ſh Il be 
the laſt of his life, being determined to ſtab him 
firſt, and then Donna Maria, He added a thou- 
ſand things which rage ſuggeſted,. and after he was 
weary of crying and complaining, he ended by beg- 
ing my aſſiſtance to make his revenge more ſure, 
This requeſt appeared ſo juſt to me, that I promiſed 
to attend him; whereupon each of us armed our- 
ſelves with a good ſword and a piſtol, and watch- 
ed at an alley, that was about two paces from the 
door of Donna Maria's houſe. The gallant ſoon ap- 
peared, and I was going to attack him before he enter- 
ed the houſe, but Alonſo ſtopped me; the ſcene, ſaid 
he, mult paſs before the very eyes of the traitoreſs: I 


have agreed with the chamber-maid, that ſhe ſhall 


open the gate, and admit us into the lodgings as ſoon 
as ever the victims whom I deſign to ſacrifice have 
got together. After we had waited a little, the gate 
opened, and when we entered we ſhut it behind us. 
Alonſo deſired 1 would ſtay in the anti-chamber, 
while he himſelf entered into the apartment of Donna 
Maria with his naked ſword in his hand ; who be- 
holding him in this terrible poſture, gave a great 
cry, and juſt as he was going to ſtab the perſon whom 
he took for his rival, catching hold of his arm, Alas! 
my dear Alonſo (ſaid ſhe) what are you going to 
do? It is my father. She did not ſpeak time 
enough to hinder the fatal blow from being given. 
Alonſo drew back all in blood, and threw himſelf 
upon an arm-chair. I entered at that inſtant, and 
found them all three in the moſt affeQing ſitua- 

tion, 
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tion. Donna Maria was on her knees betwixt her 
father and her lover, and held their hands in 
bers, Her father for it actually was the ſamc) 
was weltering in his blood, and ſeemed to be at 
the point of death. Alonſo was fitting motionleſs 
upon the chair, his ſword lying at his feet, and 
his eyes ſtaring in his head like one diſtracted, 
Ft rouſed him from this ftate, by puſhing him pretty 
rudely, and repreſented to him that the preſent po- 
ſture of his affairs required all his attention and 
activity. Ah! my dear Porterra (ſaid he riſing up) 
can I come to any reſolution in the dreadful con- 
dition I am now in? There is my miſtreſs ; have E 
done too much ? And there the murdererof my father ; 
have I done endugh ? However this adventure ſhall 
turn out, fhall not I be the moſt unhappy man up- 
on earth ? He threw himſelf upon the bed, with- 
out waiting for my anſwer, and there ſent up a 
thouſand ſighs like a man in diſpair: in the 
mean time, Donna Maria wit:. the aſſiſtance of 
her chamber-maid, ſtopped the bleeding of ber fa- 
ther's wound, and brought him again to his ſenſes. 
Nevertheleſs the poor man knew his death was near, 
and begged. me, that I would perſuade Don Alonſo. 
to come near him, which when LI had done with ſome 
difficulty, Alonſo, faid he, I have met with my death, 
and you wita your revenge ; let my example be a 
new proof that Heaven ſooner or later puniſhes the 
guilty. For after I had felt all the ſtings of conſci- 
ence for twenty years, providence conducted me back 
to Madrid, there to fall by the hand of a man whoſe 
father 1 baſely murdered. I pardon you my death, 
which 1 am perſuaded you would not have given me, 
had you known that | was the father of your miſtreſs, 
If you forgive me the death of your father, I 
Mall die in peace. It is now time that all enmi- 
ties were done away, You may judge of my ſin- 
cerity by what I am now to do for you. Aﬀrer- 
1 bad left Madrid, I made a voyage to the Ind es, 

where 
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where I have acquired a large fortune by trade. 
If it is true, as my daughter aſſures me, that you love 
her, and tbat you have given her your faith, marry 
her, and enjoy the fruits of my toil. 4 defire no 
longer life than I may ſecure the poſſeſſion of them 
to you : Draw near me, (ſaid he) and embrace me 
without horror, enmity never can ſubßſt where there 
is no hatred, and hatred ought not to ſubſiſt after 


puniſhment. 


] waited impatiently for Alonſo's anſwer, conti- 
nued Don Porterra, His eyes ſhewed ſome irreſolu— 
tion, but whenever they met with thoſe of his 
miſtreſs, I concluded he was won. He was juft 
going to give a favourab'e anſwer, when a ſudden 
noiſe obliged us to look towards the door of his 
chamber, where we ſaw a dozen Alpuazils en- 
tering, armed up to the throats, who ſeized us 
before ve could enough recover from our conſter- 


nation to make any reſiſtance. The firſt thing 


they did was to di arm us, and upon ſceing ſome 
traces of Donna Maria's father's blood, they con- 
ducted us all to the common pri on. They were even 
ſo inhuman as to drag the wounded perſon along 
with them, ſupporting him under the arms as he 
walked. We eaſily gueſſed, that ſome neighbours, 
hearing the noiſe in Donna Maria's apartment, had 
given the alarm to the city guard, They left us con- 
fined for twenty faur hours in the ſame room, without 
the liberty of ſpeaking to any one except thoſe who 
brought us our victuals. In the mean time, we held 
2 Council upon what we were to Co in this melan- 
choly ſituation, Alonſo furniſhed us with proper 
anſwers to the interrogatories that would be put to us 
by the judges, before whom we expeRed to appear 
the next day; and we all agreed to ſay, 'That 
the misfortune that had happened in Donna Ma. 
rias apartment had proceeded from jealouſy, 2 
crime eafily pardoned in Spain. The. judge who 
examined us, appeared ſatisfied with our _— 
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which gave us hopes that our affair would be hap- 
pily terminated, But towards evening, the wound- 
ed perſon, to whom the phyficians were ealled too 
late, grew ſo much worſe, that we deſpaired of his 
life. He was ſenſible that his end approached, 
and called for ink and paper to confirm the par- 
doa he gave to Don Alonſo, and the grant he 
made to him of all his fortune, He did this with 
all the exactneſs poſſible, diſcovering not only the 
perſons in whoſe hands his effects were lodged, 
but the particular quantity) and quality of the ef- 
fects depofited. Alonſo was extremely touched at 
this, and could not hinder ſome tears from falling 
when that good man died; which he did about twa 
days after. His death rendered our affair worſe z 
we. were immediately ſhut up in different rooms, 
and ſtrictly guarded. Alonſo being bred to the 
law, had ſuggeſted to us the only means of pre- 
venting our ruin. His merit had gained him the 
acquaintance and eſteem of a great many perſons 
of diſtinction, and eſpecially of the Duke de Ofſuna, 
who had a particular regard for him. Alonſo took 
the liberty to write to him in very reſpectful terms, 
and to intreat him to come and ſee him in pr:ſon. 
The Duke came, and Alonſo diſcovered to him his 
whole hiſtory ; beginning with the murder of his 
own father, and ending with the death of Donna 
Maria's, without concealing the leaſt circumſtance ; 
and at the ſame time conjured the Duke to make 
a faithful report of the whole affair to his Ma- 
jeſty, in hopes that his mercy, which is ſo uni- 
verſally acknowledged, would find ſomething pecu- 


liar in his caſe that might at leaſt alleviate his crime.” 


The ſucceſs anſwered our hopes; the Duke acted 
with ſo much zcal in our behalf, that the king was 
touched, and ordered us to be ſet at liberty; and 
when we wait. d upon his majeſty to make our acknow- 
ledgments, he confirmed the deed by which the fa. 
ther of Maria made over his eſtate to Non Alonſo, ta 

| whom 


„ A 2 . 2 = 
«> => 43. x. 1 
. ww. dN 4 us * — 
« — 
- 41 - 


& *xt4 — SW 5, . 2 


22 


- a — = — — 
2 * 
jo - 
— 2 * 1 * * KK F ud 


Lg 
WE 
* 7 
w = 1 
- —_ \ — — 1 — 
- . 


2 n - 
'T * 4E. 


4 Co nner 
— — „ 
4: 5 a. CX „ 


—— — 


x * 


va, WS: 
OED : 


— 
_ 
a N 4 1 . 
* 2 2 es 
- 3 . EW * — 
— A "x — 2 — 
2 J > £ 
als es + wo OY . . —  — 5 
—— — 
= — — _—_— — SOLIDS K 
— — — 


ye 
v tre 


4 Ls * . 
I : « St © _, - 
4 


ö 


—— — — — 
— » RI —— —— _ — 


l 0 * 1 
"i" As $5 4 
2 * — © er 


'2r5 MEMOIRS of a 


22 his Majeſty wiſhed all ſucceſs in his married 
ate. 

After Don Porterra had done ſpeaking, we ſhowed 
ſome impatience to ſee Don Alonſo, and Donna Ma- 
ria his wife. We ſpent the reſt of ſupper- time in re- 
flecting upon their hiſtory, I aſked of the Marquis as 
F was going away, ifhe was not very much touched 
at what he had heard ? He anſwered me, that be had 
heard that hiſtory with pleaſure, but what ſtruck him 
moſt was, the character of Donna Maria's father, who 
had become all of a ſudden a generous good man, 


from a vile aſſaſſin. This reflection of the Marquis 


pleaſed me very much, becauſe I found it was judici- 
ous, I told him, that he would not be aſtoniſhed at 
this contradiction, when he came to be better ac. 
quainted with the heart of man. Our heart (added 
1) is a kind of threatre, where all the paſſions act 
in their ſeveral turns. It never remaius in an indiffer- 
ent condition betwixt good and evil, becauſe naturally 
it is always forming deſires; it is differently ſolicited 
becauſe of the differance of the objects, and it always 
inclines to that which it loves beſt. Thus the man 
who weakly yields to the firſt impreſſions, is capable 
fucceſſively to run into an exceſs both of good 
and evil. | : 
The on'y remedy againſt this, is, to form ſolid 

898 of truth and wiſdom, which may zlwars 

alance the irregular byaſs of the heart; it is preciſe- 
ly in this that probity conſiſts. A man though, to all 
appearance, a man of honour, yet if he acts not upon 
a well-ſettled principle, is always to be diſtruſted, for 
fooner or later he becomes the dupe of his own teart, 
We entertained ouri:lves a long time with the adven- 
ture of Don Alonſo, and as I ſaw it touched the Mar- 
quis, I engaged him to reduce it to writing, that he 
might be accuſtomed to uſe his pen more eaſily. |! 
made him obſerve that it is a common defect in edu- 
cation of Perſons of diſtinction, that they cannot put 
one period in writing. Though it may be pardoned, 
(ſaid I): to be ignorant in the feiences, it is ä 
or 
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for a man not to be able to make himſelf underſtood in 
the common exigencies of life. One is almoſt under 


as frequent neceſſities to write as to ſpeak, and if. 


he writes to a man of wit in a coarſe unconnect- 
ed ſtile, he is ſure to be laughed at for his ig- 
norance ; beſides, it 1s a very agreeable amuſement to 
reduce one's thoughts into writing, and a man, who 
has a tolerable taſte in reading and writing, can 
never be at a loſs for company in the moſt profound 
ſolitude. 3 

The Marquis did not forget next day to put 
us in mind of our viſit to Don Alonſo Riquez. 
Don Porterra waited upon us thither, and Alonſo, 


who knew us again, was ſurprized to ſee us in com- 


pany with his brother, who we told him, was our land- 
lord, and we ſhowed a great deal of joy at having 
this opportunity to meet him again. He appeared as 
well ſatisfied as we, and the converſation became very 
diverting, it having inſenſibly fallen upon the adven- 
ture of his marriage. Don Porterra took occaſion to 
beg that we might be introduced to his wife. He or- 
dered her to be called that inſtant, and we thought 
her worthy of all he had done for her; but as ſhe 
did not underſtand our tongue, we could not judge 
of her wit. After having ſtayed ſome minutes with 
us, ſhe withdrew, and Alonſo invited us to ſupper. 
We promiſed to come back as ſoon as ever the come- 
dy was over, whieh the Marquis waited impatiently 
to ſee. Don Porterra conducted us likewiſe to the 
play, which was a piece of Lope de Vega ; we did 
not underſtand a word of it, but I judged by the a- 
gitations of the actors, that it was full of ſentiments, 
While I was intent on the players, the Marquis 
was buſy in examining the ſpectators ; his face 
was towards the amphitheatre, where all the ladies 
were aſſembled without one man among them. This 
probably was the occaſion of his meeting with 
lome pieces of gallantry, when he was coming out 
of the play-houſe. Two young ladies, very _—_ 
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ſome and well dreſſed, propoſed to take a turn with 
him in the Prado; he thanked them, but without fur. 
ther ado they catched hold of one of his hands, and 
were dragging him _ f he had been by himſelf, 
I believe he might have been prevailed apon, but at 
laſt we got rid of them. 
A moment after, an old woman came up ſoft- 
ly to him; the was dreſſed in a long cloak. Signior 
Cavallero, (ſaid ſhe in Spaniſh) you are a ſweet young 
man, and you deſerve a pretty miſtreſs; I can pro- 
vide you in one who is not above fixteen, and one 
whom I can aniwer for ; follow me, and I will 
make you happy.. The Marquis made figns to her 
that he did not underſtand Spaniſh, and walked a- 
long with us. While Don Porterra was explaining 
the old woman's ſpeech to us, we ſaw her te. 
turn again with a bille, which ſhe preſentedto the 
Marquis. t was the direction how to find her, and 
the age of the young girl whom ſhe had mentioned. 
We rallied the Marqui upon theſe two adventures. He 
appeared alittle touched, and we went forward to Don 
Alonſo's houſe, where we found a good deal of com- 
pany waiting for us. | 
He had invited the three Spaniards whom he 
had been with before in the Prado, thinking that 
we would be pleaſed with their company, as they 
were men of learning. Fe had likewiſe found 
out other two with whom we we not acquainted, 
ſo that there were nine of us at table. We had a 
very handſome treat, to which we fat down with 
a gravity that made me fear | ſhould paſs my time 
very ill; but by degree, the brows of our Spaniards 
began to grow ſmoother, till at laſt they gave them: 
ſelves entirely up to mirth. There were in our com- 
pany two merchants, one of whom was newly come 
from Peru, who lived upon his fortune without any 
employment; a young gentleman, who was a profel: 
ed wit and a procurator of the council of the Indies, 
where Don Alonſo Riquez had been * , 
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uſed French words, leſt I ſhould blunder if I choſe 
Spaniſh, : EL 

Theſe altogether formed a ſtrong poſſe of citi- 
zens, who, without having all the polite airs of a 
court, wanted neither \ nſe, wit, nor acquaintance 
with life. | 

The Knight, who was the wit, ſignalized himſelf 
a long time by an overbearing fluency of tongue, 
and a variety of notable touches, of which he ſeem- 
ed to have laid up a. migazine, he diſcharged 
them with ſuch copiouſneſs and rapidity. He decid- 
ed upon poetry, he ſettled the reputations of all 
authors, either from experience or hearſay. He 
was profuſe in his encomiums upon Corneille and 
St. Evremont. Crebellon he admired, and repeated 
large ſcraps of that author I own, theſe three 
authors (anſwered I) are very valuable, though we 
muſt ſtill make ſome difference amongſt them ; but 
you don't mention Racine, Moliere, and Boileau, 
with a great many others, that France has as good 
reaſon to boaſt of as thoſe you have named, 
Boileau, (anſwered he) by aiming at correaneſs, 
becomes inſipid and pedantic, Kacine is a meer 
driveller, fit for nothing but to melt women, and 
to make milkſops of men, without inſpiring one 
ſentiment of vi tue. Moliere, 'tis true, has wit, 
aud paints mankind very well, but he has bor- 
rowed his greateſt beauties from Spain, His Tar- 
tuffe, his Ecole des Femmes, and his Feſtin de Pierre, 
aud even his Miſanthrope, which among you paſſes 
tor an original, are all pilfered from Lope de Vega. 
The Cavallero, whoſe flux of language was inex- 
hauſtiable, gave u then a diſſertation upon Rouſſeau, 
whom he treated as the Prince of Lyrick writers ; 
he then touched upon Houdart, and la Motte, to 
whom he ſaid poſterity would be more juſt than 
the preſent times. He admired the delicacy of 
Fontane le; but, added he, his great affectation of 
It, too often makes him fall into thoſe gallima- 
tias with which you reproach us Spaniards. But 
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by that rule, anſwered I, you muſt own that our 
preachers have a good deal of ſuperiority over 
yours, Undouttedly they have, replied he; I look 
upon our preachers as a parcel of ſchool-boys, who 
know nothing but to tack a ſtring of frothy phraſes 
one to another, and who imagine they have attained 
to the ſublime when they are delivered of ſome mon- 
ſtrous thought; they have no order, no taſte, and no 
regular invention. A fingle ſermon of your tourd:- 
loue or Flechter, in my opinion, is worth all the pro- 


duction of our Spaniſh preachers, For this frank 


acknowledgment, I par.\oned our Knight the abuſe 
he had given to Racine, though he is the poet for 
whom I have always had the greateſt taſte. I ſaw 
that the other gueſts, who had not the leaſt notion 
of learning, were all weary of theſe harrangues, fo 
I enlivened the converſation by turning it upon gene- 
ral ſubjects. I afked the Merchant, who had come 
from Peru, his news from Lima, and how he found 
in his heart to leave ſo fine a country. I put the like 
queſtions to others according to their different pro- 
feſſions, and we paſſed the rewaining part of the 
night with a mutual ſatisfation. During the time 
in which | was moſt attentive to the woving ſtory 


that Don Alonſo Requez was telling, the Mar- 


quis left the parlour with Don Porterra ; I thought 
nothing of it at that time, but I began to be un- 
ealy, when after two hours abſence there was no 
account of him. But as Don Porterra was along 
with him, I was ſatis&ed by aſking of Alonſo if he 
knew where they were gone. He ſaid he did not, 
but that I had nothing to fear, fince the Marquis 
was in company with his brother. We paſſed 
ſomenme longer there in converſation, till it was 
almoſt night, At laſt, I was alarmcd at hearing 
nothing about the Marquis, and taking my leave 
of Don Alonſo, I went ſtraight home. I was hearti- 
ly vexed all night, but towards break of day, I 
heard them both ſlipping foftly up to our apart- 

raent, 
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ment. Don Porterra did not enter the room, be- 
cauſe he thought 1 was aſleep, 1 _— to 
bed as ſoon as I heard them coming up. The Mar- 
quis ſtole through my room into his own, and I 
took no notice that I heard him. He aſked of 
the Valet who undreſſed him, whether or not L 
appeared angry at his being abroad all night, 
and the fellow telling him that I was in a ter- 
rible paſſion, he went to bed without making the 
leaſt noiſe. I roſe pretty late in the day, and 
calling up the Valet who lay in the Marquis's bed- 
chamber, I aſked if his maſter was yet come home. 
It is a pretty ſtory this (added I) that he ſhould 
leave me for three hours, to go a rambling through 
the ſtreets of Madrid; a fine mark of eſteem for 
my perſon! I was ſure he heard me when I ſpoke 
thus ; for he immediately aroſe and came to em- 
brace me, begging my parden, and calling me his 
dear papa. This was the name he always gave 
me, when he wanted moſt to inſinuate himſelf in- 
to my favour. I told him in a very ſerious tone, 
and without looking on him) I am very much 
obliged to you, fir, indeed, to throw me into ſuch a 
mortal uneaſineſs, by paſſing the night I don't know 
where. Pray, fir, when did you and I agree, that 
one of us might leave the other without his know- 
ledge ? At leaſt tell me what you have been doing 
abroad ſo long with Don Porterra. He anſwered, 
that he would keep nothing from me, if I would 
promiſe to pardon him. So I will, (anſwered 1) 
if you are ele He then told me, that while 
he was at ſapper in Don Alonſo's houſe, pullin 

out his handkerchief, he had lighted on the bil- 
let which the old woman had given him when 
he came from the comedy ; that be ſhowed it pri- 
vately to Don Porterra, and the Spaniſh wine hav- 
5 put them both in a merry mood, they were 
reſolved to ſatisfy themſelves with their own eyes, 


if the perſon of the young girl anſwered the de- 
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ſcription of her, and that accordingly they ſet out 
both together. | 

This ſtory at firſt made me afraid: Well, fir, 


(anſwered I) and what did you there? We had 


our belly full of mirth, replied the Marquis, and 
"of good wine; and the girl aſſured me, that if 
J loved her in good earneſt, I ſhould find her the 
"moſt loving thing in the whole world. She has 

made me promiſe that I ſhall fee her to-morrow, 
and that after this, 1 ſhall viſit her regularly. I 
"have promiſed all that ſhe "aſked of me; but I am 
ſo Ackulted at her manners, and with her plaiſter 
of red and white, two inches thick upon her face, 


that I have no great ſtomach to be as good as 


my word. And how did Don Porterra behave, (ſaid 
I, Why be drank heartily, and grated my ears 
with a villainous guitar, replied the Marquis. 


1 aſſure you, my dear papa, (added he, embracing 


me) we did nothing more; are you not friends 
with me now? I am pleaſed with your fincerity 
(anſwered I) and I hope you will never take 
Tuch a frolick in your head again; you know 
that I am not of a humour to croſs you, and that 
the diſcretion 1 require of you is not of that au- 
"Rere, rigid kind, Which is an enemy to all plea- 
ſure, but ſuch, as you have owned frequently, as is 
conſiſtent with religion and honour. It would be 
by no means to the advantage of your reputation, 
were it known that you paſſed two hours in a place 
too odious to name, and felt the leaſt inclination 
for a woman of a vile character. Diverfions of 
that kind deſerve to meet with all the horror 
which a man of honour can expreſs ; ' for though they 
were not difagreeable to religion, honbur 'expreſsly 
forbids them 3 
1 left the Marquis to dreſs himſelf. and went to 
invite Don Perterra to drink chocolate with me, 
I was pretty ſmart upon him for the liberty be 
had aſſumed in proving the Marquis's conductor 
the night before. If I were not very well * 
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bauch themſelves for meer luſt, on the contrary, 
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ned (added I) with you in other reſpects, I would 
leave your houſe this inſtant, He excuſed himfelf 
as well as he .could, by ſaying that he could not 
reſiſt the ſolicitations of the young man; - beſides, 
{aid he, the courteſans of Madrid are not ſuch as 
2 you imagine them to be; they don't de- 


they make their gallants pay ſo dear for their fa- 
vours, that we have ſeen many ruined by the ex- 
pences attending their intrigues, and that too with- 
out gaining their ends. They require tenderneſs 
and paſſion in love, and as they underſtand all 
the refinements of it, they take a pleaſure in make- 
ing their gallants paſs through all degrees of it. How- 
ever that may be, (replied I) I can by no means 
approve of your conduct laſt night, and I beg 
you would not give the Marquis any ſuch notions for 
the future. | | 
Don Porterra took my reprimand ſo well, that 
two days aſter he propoſed we ſhould go all together 
to Bruen-retiro, which is a royal houſe near Mad- 
rid. He knew the governor very well, or rather 
the porter, for he was a very ordinary kind of a 
man, however he gave us a very handſome re- 
<eption, His name was Don Inigo : I don't know 
how he had happened to marry a Frenchwoman, 
but ſhe was very preſſing to ſalute us, with her 
two daughters, when ſhe underſtood that we were 
her . countrymen, I had defired Don Porterra to 
conceal who. we were, and for that purpoſe we had 
taken neither footman or groom along with us. 
Don Inigo, his wife, and his daughter, forced us 
by their friendly invitations to paſs that night in 
the . caltſe, © They had the diſpoſal of the rooms, 
and could eaſily provide us in beds. I know not 
if I ought to, recount what happened to me that 
night, as I write in a delicate age, where no- 
thing extraordinary is believed. But as I have no 
views of intereſt in what I write, I ſhall at leaſt 
datisfy myſelf by -a faithful - recital of it in this 
b 1 2 place. 
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place. I lay in a large hall, bung with tapeſtry, 

repreſenting the ancient king of Caſtile. I had viewed 

them very attentively before I went to bed, and had 

Fallen aſleep, after — upon the frailty cf hu- 
C 


man grandeur, of which ſcarce a veſtige remains in 
a few ages. They only ſurvive (ſaid J to myſelf) in 
that tapeſtry ; theſe monarchs, who could make na- 
tions tremble,” are now inferiour even to me, becauſe 
deprived of the exiſtence I enjoy. But how muſt [ 
be forgot in an age or two hence, ſince they with 
all their pomp, and all their power, are not exemt- 
ed from oblivion ! While I was ruminating in this 
manner I fell aſleep. Then I thought 1 ſaw each of 
the kings come out of the tapeſtry, and approach 
my bed. They then drew aſide the curtains to ſhow 
Ine a man, who lay in the middle of the room upon 
a black cloth with a ſceptre in his hand, and a crown 
upon his head. When I attentively viewed this per- 
ſonage, I knew him to be Lewis the XIVth. He is 
dead (ſaid one of the ſpectres) and ſhall be forgotten 
as one of us. When I roſe in the morning, I was 
pretty much damped by this melancholy idea, and 
told my dream to ſeveral. Eight days after, we had 
an account at Madrid of the death of the king of 
France, 

We ſtaid at Retiro till night, that we might 
have leiſure to view the gardens ; but nothing came 
in the leaſt up to the magnificence of the royal 
houſes in France. We were attended wherever 
we went by Don Inigo's wife and his two daugters. 
He told us, laughing, that his wife had introduced 
the French liberty into his family and hal e- 
ducated all her daughters upon that omg. Theſe 
laſt were very well ſhaped, a little upon the brown, 
as moſt women in that country are, and their 
eyes full of a ſweet vivacity. In the afternoon 
we went into the garden, to” take the advantage 
of a freſh breeze, which diminiſhed the exceſſive heat. 
We were walking familiarly, without any order 
or diſtinction, within a covered alley, when ! hap: 

pent 


uy 


A Sac Kbagn: Moreton 


* 


Man of QuAL IT. 22k 


pened to ſee one of Don Inigo's daughters draw 
cloſe up to the Marquis, and very dextrouſly ſlip 
a billet into his pocket. The Marquis perceiving 
ſomebody had touched his pocket, thruſt his hand 
into it and took out the billet, which I ſaw him 
put up again very cautiouſly, I hkewiſe perceiv- 
ed that he examined the girl's perſon pretty attentive- 
ly, and that ſhe took care always to turn her face 
full upon him, that he might have a better op- 
portunity to ſee her. After our walk was over, 
we thanked, Signor Inigo, arid ſet out for Madrid 
again, We had ſcarce gone ten paces when the 
Marquis ſtopped under pretence of a natural neceſ- 
ſity, but when 1 looked back, I ſaw him tzke the 
billet out of his pocket, and carefully read it, 1 
took no notice of what I had ſeen, and the Marquis 
came up to us with a very gay air, We croſſed the 
Prado, where we run the gantelope through whole 
files of courteſans, whoſe impudence J could never 
have believed was ſo great, had I not ſeen daily proots 
of it as oft as we went out to walk ; at laſt, we reach- 
ed home, 

I was in ſome doubt if the Marquis would make 
me the confidant of his love, and we diſcourſed 
with Don Porterra till we e called to ſupper. 
After ſupper, when we had xetired to our own a- 
partments, the Marquis pullingꝰthe billet out of his 
pocket; here, fir, (ſaid he, din the moſt natural 
manner in the world) help me to decypber this 
ſcrawl, which, if I am not miſtaken, is another piece 
of gallantry Upon this, he told me the way how he 
came by it; and this ſincerity of his, gave me one of 
the moſt lively ſatisfactions I had ever felt. I open'd 
the billet, and indeed the writing was ſo bad that we 
_ heartily puzzled before we could make any thing 
of it. 

The name of the damſel was Donna Praidina. 
She aſſured the Marquis, that ſhe never had felt 
ſuch a pleaſure as in the ſentiments with which he 
had inſpired her, She then in a pretty gentle manner 
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reproached him with coming into Spain, to deprive 
her of her repoſe and liberty; ſhe then promiſed to. 
be ſo tender, ſo conſtant, and ſo faithful a lover, 
that ſhe ſhould requite all the affection he could ſhow 
for her. In the end of her letter, ſhe informed him, 
that ſhe was very often at an aunt's houſe not far from 
Don Porterra's. : ; 
I aſked of the Marquis, what he thought of all 
line thing 
you do. ll the women in Spain are fools, and 
(continued he) if they hold on at this rate, I ſhall 
have ſome difficulty to efeape their clutches: Re- 
3 that he pronounced the laſt words with 
an air of complaiſance; my dear Marquis, (anfwered 
1) it is a poor conqueſt which you ſeem to boaſt 
of. You own that the Spaniſh women are fools 
for loving you. Where then lies the merit- of in- 
ſpiring love, that cannot be attended with . eſteem 
on either fide, fince theſe women are taken. only 
with your perſon, which is advantageous enough, 
ws; chearful air, and long hair, and 1 don't 
:now what? A woman, who flights the dictates 
of virtue for the allurements of pleaſtre, is charmed 
with the moſt, inconſiderable triffes. If it is al- 
lowed for a man of ſenſe to be at all pleaſed with 


being loved, it muſt proceed” only from a conſci- 


ouſneſs that he poſſeſſes ſome qualifications that 
merit eſteem, I would, myſelf pardon your affec- 
tion for a woman who loves yod on, account of 
your wit, your honour, your religion, and th 
other qualities which you fhould fudy to attain. 
It is impoſſible for her to love you. for theſe unleſs 
ſhe at the ſame time poſſeſſes them - herſelf; and 
if ſhe does, ſne is an object worthy of your love, 
which will then be attended with purity, Bantere. 
edncſs, and tenderneſs, and | may add, with conſtan- 
cy too; for no paſjon can ſubſiſt longer than the mo- 
tives upon which it is founded zand virtue alone knows 
no decay. 
Next 
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Next morning we reſumed our exerciſes, The 
Marquis had a very happy memory, Geography em- 
ployed him for ſome time, and then 1 gave him ſome 
taſte for chronology, as a preparatiye to his ſtudyin 
hiſtory. I found he made himſelf maſter of all theſ 
with a ſurprizing facility, and was charmed to ſee 
his application to, and love for learning increaſe eve- 
ry day. When he came to the Greek and Roman hi- 
ſtory, I had difficulty to reſtrain the ardour he always 
ſhowed to be at his book; his valet telling me, that 
he ſpent a good part of the night in reading. I was 
forced abſolutely to forbid this, becauſe it might 
prove prejudical to his health © approve (10g 1. to 
Rin our love for books, but I would not have a man, 
who by birth and quality is marked out for affairs of 
importance, to make ſtudy and reading his trade, as 
if he were a graduate at an univerſity : it is enough: 
if he knows as much of both, as may ſerve to make 
him employ ſome time. every day, with profit and 
pleaſure. HE | "ES 
About the beginning of September; we had the 
eurioſity to aſſiſt at a ceremony, which drew to it all 


the court, and part of the inhabitants of Madrid. 


It was the interment of a religious Carmelite, natural 
daughter to. C. I. D. F. She went by the name of 
Mariaue de la Croix D. „and was born 3 
Bruſſells in the year 1641. Coming to Madrid in 
the fifth year of her age, ſhe was ſhut up in a mona- 
ſtery of Barefooted Carmelites in that city, where ſhe 
had led a very pious life for ſeventy years. All the 
grandees aſſiſted at her funeral by order of the king, 
and the ſame day his Majeſty beſtowed the qua- 
lity of grandee, upon all the Lady Abbeſſes in that 
monaſtery, which 1s upon the royal foundation.. 
We were informed, that the C. I. entertained a vio- 
lent paſſion for the mother of this ſiſter Mariane 


V——— and but of ordinary beauty, but that 


ſhe had the artof captivating every one who came 


near her. The C. I. was not proof againſt her 


L 4. charms, 
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charms, but had a good deal of difficulty to gain her 
love. It is true, ſhe was not quite ſo coy with the 


Count deP — ,and kept up a long intrigue with 
him; but when he left her, ſhe fell into a profound 
melancholy, which the C. J. knowing well how te 
take advantage of, never failed to carry her to enter- 
tainments and parties of pleaſure, which he took care 
to torm in order to diſpel her ſadneſs. At laſt, his re- 
ſpectful behaviour, his preſeverance, and perhaps the 
luſtre of his quality and titles prevailed upon Made- 
moiſelle de V———— ; but the moſt extraordinary 
circumſtance was, that thongh ſhe was courted by a 
man of figure and fortune, ſhe al ways rejected his law- 
ful addreſſes, in favour of the conſtancy whieh ſhe. 
thought ſhe owed to the C. I. while ſhe lived with 
him at Bruſſells in quality of a miſtreſs, This exam- 
ple is ſo very rare, that I could not entirely paſs it over 
in ſilence, | 

On the 11th of this month, a courier oc 
by the Prince de Cellamare, the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, 
at the court of France, arrived with the news of the — 
death of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. Next day an or- 
der was publiſhed for a general mourning, and two 
days after, half of the inhabitants of Madrid were in 
black, I never ſaw any one make fo fine a figure as 
the Marquis did in that dreſs. I ſhall not repeat a 
great many little adventures we met with among the 
citizens, during the fifteen days or three weeks we went 
about like ordinary people. I thought I had done e 
nough to give the Marquis a notion of the different 
ranks of life, and that it was now time to ſhift the 
ſcene. | 
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PART II. BOOK II. 


King was to hold a chapel in that Saint's church, 
to which ho was to be attended by all the grandees. 


We muſt be there likewiſe, (ſaid { to the Marquis) 
and you are to remember, that you have not to do no- 


with Inigo's and Alonſo's. It is true, the ſprings 


of paſſion are the ſame in a court as in a city, but with 


this difference, that in a court they are more vio- 


lent, and better concealed. You are there to diftruſt: 


all appearances, and to familtarize yourſelf to a vir- 


tue, which you have yet had no occaſion to practiſe; 


it is that of prudence, and it will be of uſe to you at 


every ſtep you make. I leave you to yourſelf : I 


mean, you are now not to expect my counſels ſhould 
regulate your conduct; I ſhall only take upon me to 
hint to you wherein I think you act amifs, ſo that L 


now only attend you in quality of a ſpeQator, . and 


ſometimes of a critic, 


Was informed that on the day of St. Francis, the 
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The Marquis entered the church, with a very no- 
ble air, and a fine mien; I was by his fide, and we 
were attended by three footmen. We advanced to 
the place Where his majeſty. was, but. the great crowd 
of courtiers hindered us from being perceived. As 
we had advanced a little beyond the place appointed 
for thoſe that were not known at court, an officer in 
waiting ſeemed to look at us with ſome emotion. I 
obferved him, and foon ſaw the fault which ignorance 
had led us into, but I was fo lueky as to repair it, by 
ſaying ſome complaiſant things to the Marquis de 
Valdecannas, who was next to us, which made the 
officer imagine we were his acquaintance. When the 
ceremony was over, the company made way for the 
King, whom we then ſaw for the firſt time; and as 
our mournings were made in the French faſhion, he 
ſtopped ſome time to look-at us, be ſore he moved off. 
The Marquis made a profound reverence to the king, 
who anſwered it with a very obliging nod, ſpeak- 
ing the following words to the Marquis de Bedmar 
who was next him : That gentleman is French, I 
* ſhould know him by his air, though he wanted the 


« dreſs.'. At that inftant, an old Lord, who followed 
the King, but could not wa. k eaſily by. reaſon of his 
great age, topped when he came, up to me, and 
aſked me if we left France fince the Death of the 
King? I anſwered, we had been in Spain above 
a month. Then, (replied. he) you probably are 
the father of that. young entleman, pointing to 


the Marquis. I anſwered, that I had not that ho- 
nour, but that Monſ. the Marquis was a man, of 
diſtinction, who was travelling in order to compleat 
his education, and that I attended him through the 
eſteem and fricndſhip, I had for him, He conti 
nued to aſk, us if we had any acquaintance at 
the court of Madrid? And upon our anſwering, that 
we. never had been there before, he invited the Mar- 
quis, whom we had come up to by this time, te.ſtep 
into bis coach, and take the air with him upon the 
Calle Major, which is another. kind of. a; court 

in 
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in which the people of Madrid walk. The Mar- 
quis, ſeeing that the perſon who invited him was an 


ordinary man in a plain black ſuit, heſitated for ſome 


time. You ſeem to be uneaſy, fir, ſaid the Spaniard,” 
Jam Don Joſeph de Toledo, Duke of Monalto, and 
J formerly travell'd into France for my curioſity, in 
the ſame manner as you now travel into Spain, Let 
us talk a little about your country and mine. The 
Marquis gave him a very reſpectful anſwer, and we 


ſtepped into his Coach, which waited for him at the 


door of the church. 


The Puke de Monalto look'd like a man about 
ſeventy, his manners were ſimple, but there was a 


certain expreſſion of goodneſs in them that ren- 
dered him amiable.” His memory. was full of a. 
vaſt number of adventures of the old court, which 
he related with a great deal of pleaſure, and his 


ſtories had an agreeable: turn, though he ſpoke the 


French but very indifferently.. I ſhould ſwell theſe 
memoirs with another volume, if I related all that 
paſſed. betwixt us in the long converſations we have 
had together. He enquired of us about a great 
many particulars of the court of France, and then 
he took occaſion to ſpeak of the Princes who formed 
it when he was there: he dwelt upon the Prince 
of Conde; He told us, that the firſt time he 


ever ſaw him was at Bruſſells, after the ſiege of 


Arras, when Queen Chriſtina of Sweden came in- 
to Flanders, He then drew the picture of that 
Princeſs, and” related to us the particulars: of the- 
firſt interview -betwixt- the Prince and her. She 
expreſſed a vaſt impatience to ſee him, and ſaid” 
E, ſhe. was ſorry that ſhe could not find a 
ouſe in BrufleNs large enough to accommodate them 
both. That he was her heroe, and the only man 
in the world ſhe admired. He was at that time 
at the ſiege of Arras, and ſhe wrote him, that 
ihe would repair thither, and would not ſeruple 
to trail a pike under him. And, indeed, (continued 


the Duke de. Monalto) ſhe needed not have made 


a. great: 
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a great change in her dreſs to have made her 


appear like a ſoldier. A banjan, which was 


of the ſame faſhion with our waiſtcoats, came 
down to her knees, an handkerchief was tyed 
about her neck like a cravat, ſhe wore a black 
wigg, though her complection was fair, and was 
ſeldom ſeen without a hat and feathers. After 
the defeat at Arras, the Arch-Duke viſited her 
at Anvers, where ſhe received him with ſuch re- 
ſpect and honour as were even exceſſive, for ſhe 
was not ſatisfied with waiting for him at the foot 
of the ſtair caſe, but ſhe went through a large court 
to meet him at the very ſtreet-door of the houſe 
where ſhe was lodged, It was expected, that ſhe 


would have paid equal honour to the Prince of 
Conde, whoſe birth was inferior only to crowned 


heads ;. but notwithſtanding all the impatience ſhe 
ſhewed to ſee him, ſhe trifled about the ceremonial of 
his reception till the very moment in which 
he was to viſit her. The prince underſtanding this, 
ſent to know upon what 2 ſhe was to re- 
ceive him; but meeting with no ſatisfactory anſwer, 
he was once reſolved not to ſee her at all. How- 
ever, as he was upon the road, and adviſed not 
to come to an open rupture with her, he fell up- 
on. the expedient to viſit her 1 He ſent 
all the gentlemen of his train to make their compli- 
ments to her, as if his viſit had been actually laid a- 
ſide; and when her apartments were full of peaple, 
he ſlipped into her room as if he had been one of his 
own attendants. She did not know him till he was go- 
ing away, and then ſhe would have attended him _— 
he told her, All or nothing, Madam, ſo went off in 
the ſame manner he came in. 

The Duke de Monalto owned to us, that the 
Spaniards had played the Prince this trick, and 
that Pimentel had made his miftreſs, who was 
naturally inconſtant, alter her reſolution at the in- 
ſtigation of the Count de Fuenſaldagne, with * 

̃ & | the 
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the Prince was upon very bad terms. I ſhall not 
pretend to recount a thouſand curious anecdotes re- 
lating to the Prince's conduct with the Spaniards, 
and theirs to him, which we. were told by the 
Duke in this our firſt converſation with him. The 
preſent juncture of affairs forbids me; but as I re- 
duced them all to writing, 1 they may ſee 
the light in more favourable times. After the 
airing was over, the Duke, whom we accompanied 
to his palace, did us the honour to keep us to 
ſupper. Whatever reſpect I had for his Grace, 
I had certainly declined this civility, bad I fore- 
ſeen the leaſt part of the misfortunes that it was 
to occaſion to the Marquis and to me. I had no rea- 
ſon but to be ſatisfied with the Marquis's conduct 
all this time, but I was now to find he was young, 


Lords at table, the eldeſt of which was not above 
Thirty. I love young folks (ſaid the Duke to me, 
when he ſaw that I obſerved them with ſome marks 
of ſurprize) theſe gentlemen are either my rela- 
tions or my friends, their agreeable humour di- 
verts me, and I treat them as well as I can And 
indeed, the entertainment was very ſplendid, and 
the mirth very plentiful. The Marquis did not fail 
to make up ſome acquaintances, in which | obſerved 
him pretty cloſe, that I might learn which of the 
company would engage his friendſhip, and I had 
no reaſon to be diflatiefied with his choice. As 
the company. divided itſelf into parties after ſup- 
per, each of which was, employed either in play 
or diſcourſe, I cbſerved the Marquis: draw up to 
two young 8 one about his own age, 
the other a little older, but both of them of a ve 
8 aſpect. I was left alone with the Duke, 
who ſpoke to me in theſe terms. Are not you 
„ ſurprized how the company of a man at my years 
comes tobe courted by young people? They love me 
** becauſe I make much of them, and mix with them 
in their diverſions. I hate ſolitude, and 2 
961 at 
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e that at my age we muſt put off. the moroſe airs: 
«© we contract, and accommodate ourſelves to otheis, 
« Tf we ourſelves expect to be borne with. My houſe 
« and table are open to every one who does me the 
4 honour to viſit me.“ I begged the Duke to let me 
know the names of the two gentlemen who were talk- 
ing with the | Marquis. They are two gentlemen 
(anſwered he) great by their birth and fortunes, 
but greater by their merit. The name of the one 
is Don juan de Paſtrino, the other is the Count 
de Mancenez. I had a friendſhip for both their 


fathers, and the ſons have the ſame for me. We re- 


ceived a- thouſand marks of the Duke's friendſhip 
while we were with him that night, and at parting he 
begged we would be ſo good as not to be ſtrangers at 
his houſe: | 
The Marquis ſpoke to me of the Count de Man - 
eenez, and Don Juan de Paſtrino, as the two moſt 
agreeable perſons in the world, and as men whoſe 
friendſhip he coveted more than that of any other. 
He likewiſe told me, that they had expreſſed a 
great deal for him, and that they had promiſed 
to viſit him at his own lodgings the day after. 
I anſwered him; that he did not ſeem to be miſtaken 
in them, and that the Duke de Monalto had ſpoken 
very advantageouſly of them to me. They came 
next day with a handſome equipage, and we re- 
ceived them accordingly. After a converſation of 
an hour, which turned upon the pleaſures of Mad - 
rid, and upon the greateſt beauties about court, 
Don Juan ſaid to the Count Se Mancenez (who fpoke 
almoſt alt the while) you don't name your ſiſter 
among the beauties, ſhe' is one of the greateſt in 
Madrid, though your modeſty has made you conceal 
the mention of her. The Count: pretending that he 
ſpoke too much to her advantage, and Don Juan 
inſiſling, with ſome heat, he did not, the Count, to 
finiſh the diſpute, propoſed, that we ſhould be 
judges who was in the right, and that we ſhould 
directly go to his huuſe,' I was not againſt this 
R | youthful 
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youthful frolick, only I told the Count, that not 
haviag ſeen any ladies of the court, we could be 
but bad judges of the compariſon betwixt bis ſifter 
and them. No matter, (replied Don Juan) you 
need only fee-Donna Eliza de Mancenez, and to be 
convinced that ſhe is the moſt beautifut women of 
all that you either have or have not ſeen, The ardour 
with which Don Juan.ſpoke. made me think that he 
loved her, and I hinted ſo much to the Count, who 
owned it with a kind of fmile. When we arrived at 
the Count's houſe, his ſiſter with two of her friends, 
who went into another parlour when we came in, 
which we did without ſending up our names, bein 
introduced by the Count himfelf, who was maſter o 
the family, and on whom his ſiſter depended. He ex- 


lained the occaſion: of our vifit to her in a pretty * 


jeſting manner, and begged of her, that ſhe would al- 
low us the liberty of viewing her at leiſure, that we 
might be able to form a judgment of her beauty. 
She anſwered him with a good deat of humour, 
Don Juan, who had not the happineſs to ſee her 
every day, was inſpired with reſpe& and awe 
by her preſence, whilſt. the Marquis ſaid a thou- 
ſand pretty ies her, by the opportunity 
he had of converfing with ber, and thus laid the 
foundation ,of an acquaintance. In the. mean time, 
the Count de Mancenez ſtepped into the parlour where 
the other two ladies. had gone, and in a minute 
brought them both out to us by the hand. Don- 
na Eliza was, indeed very beautiful, and Don Juan 
judged very juſtly of her, though with the eyes of a 
lover; but I could not think her the woft beautiful 
2 in Madrid, when 1 beheld one of the two 
adies who were in company with her. You” ſhall 
come, in ſpite-of yourſelves, (ſaid the Count to them, 
forcing them along) I won't allow you to follow 
the Spaniſh ſeverity with ſo agreeable Frenchmen. 
At their coming into the room we aroſe, and the 
Marquis, going to meet them, made them a 2 
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ſome compliment on the liberty we had taken to 
Interrupt them. They ſat down with us, and as 
they had pretenſions, as well as Donna Eliza, to 
be beauties of the firſt rank, Don Juan's diſpute 
was no more renewed; ſo we left it undecided, 
Beauties have for one another, almoſt the ſame in- 
clination and favour as wits: they enter into 
friendſhip and ſentiments which naturally lead them 
to ſeek perſons like themſelves. Donna Eliza was 
very intimate with Donna Agnes de Pollafoz, and 
Donna Diana de Velez ; theſe were the names of the 
two Spaniſh ladies. Donna Diana had ſtruck me at 
the firſt ſight ; JI even then began to dread what af- 
terwards happened, I mean the impreſſion ſhe might 
make upon the heart of the Marquis, I was afraid 
that a firſt love, inſpired by a 0 of her extraordi. 
nary merit, might make a perſon, ſo naturally ſuſcep- 
tible of paſſion as the Marguis, forget his duty, and 
prove to me the ſource of great uneaſineſs. I he lon- 
er Tobſerved her, the more I thought her capable to 
inflame the Marquis, whoſe heart and inclinations 1 
was well acquainted with. Her eye was lively, yet 
ſweet, and her air open like his, her ſmile was irreſift- 
ibly charming, oF the reſt of her perſon was ſuch 
as the ideas of painters beſtow on their Loves and 
Graces. What had we to do here (ſaid I to my- 
ſelf) what an age of trouble will this unhappy 
moment coſt me? I was ſo ſwallowed up in this 
reflection, that I was for ſome time inſenfible of 
what had paſſed in the company. At laſt, I rouzed 
myſelf, and told the Marquis that we had too long in- 
terrupted the ladies, and that it was but juſt, that we 
ſhould retire and leave them again at liberty. 'Tho' he 
could not diſpence with 252 along with me, yet 
5 ly ſaw, by his air, with what reluctance he 

1d it. P 

. The Count de Mancenez and Don Juan did not 
leave us, ſo we went altogether to the Duke de 
Monalto's, who obliged us again to ſup- with — 
8 
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The Marquis did not leave Count de Mancenez for 
a moment, and I made no doubt but that Donna 
Diana was the only ſubject of their converſation. 
We parted very late, and he 3 not one word 
to me after we came to our lo Lins. and perhaps 
had gone to bed without opening his mouth, had 
not 1 aſked him, at laſt, the occaſion of his pro- 
found thoughtfulneſs, He anſwered me, that his 
head ach'd, but that he hoped he ſhould find him- 
ſelf better after ſleeping. | waked him next morn- 
ing at eight, that he might not entirely loſe his 
uſual exerciſes. He roſe, but inſtead of takin 
a book, he walked for an hour in his chamber. 
When I went in to him, he ſeemed a little troubled 
at ſeeing me. What 1s the matter with you, fir ? 
(ſaid I) you appear to be indiſpoſed. He anſwered 
me, that he was well. I ſce what it is then ſaid I) 
you are impatient for our departufe from Madrid, and 
therefore I am content to ſet. out for Liſbon as ſoon as 
ou pleaſe. We have been here now fix weeks, which 
is indeed, long enough. Far from being impatient 
for our departure (ſaid he) I wiſh we could paſs the 
winter here ; we have ſcarce as yet appeared at court, 
and you have often told me, that that was the princi- 
pal deſign of our travels. No, no, (anfwered I) we 
ſhall ſee the court of Liſbon, which is pretty much 
like this. We ſhall there paſs the winter, and readi- 
ly find an opportunity to tranſport ourſelves to Eng- 
land in the — of the ſpring. He objected 
to me, that we — * letters from Paris, that the 
Duke his father, perhaps, would not approve of our 
leaving Spain ſo ſoen, and that we ought, at leaſt, to 
ſee ſome Spaniſh Lords to whom he had giving us 
letters, I told him, that I would anſwer for all 
this, and that the Duke would approve of my 
conduct: in ſhort, (ſaid 1) I am going to give 
orders to have every thing ready for our journey. 
I then never ſaw any grief equal to that which 
appeared in the Marquis's face; he continued ſome 
time 
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time without ſpeaking. a word. I. had a mind to 
Puſh. the thing to the extremity, and calling Scoti, 
ordered him to get our. equipage in order, that we 
might depart within two days after. But I tipt 
him the wink, which he eaſily underſtood, He 
retired, aſſuring me that I. ſhould be obeyed. This 
was. too much; the lovely Marquis threw himſelf 
at, my feet, and, with eyes full of tears, utter, 
ed ſome words which I could. not diſtinctly hear, 
1 made him. riſe immediately; I embraced him, and 
taking him by the hand, made him fit down in an 
elbow- chair, and ſet myſelf. by him. You love me 
no longer (ſaid I) my dear Marquis, you have no lon- 
ger any confidence in me ? Why do you make your 
uneaſineſs a ſecret to me? Your affliction has melted 
you even into tears, yet you conceal from me: the 
cauſe: this is far from the return my unbounded af. 
fection deſerves. He wiped away 3 which 
fell from his eyes, and affe ding a more caſy air, he 
excuſed himſelf for having deſigned to conceal from 
me a thipg which, he e he believed, Iwauld have 
eaſily obſerved. He acknowledged the violent paſſion 
Donna Diana. inſpired him wüh; that he had in vain 
endeayoured to oppoſe it, that he could not have be. 
lieved himſelf capable of-ſuck-weakneſs, but that in 
the condition he was, I ſhould make him the mall 
uhappy man in the world, if I obliged him to 
2 Madrid, or did not allow him ſome time to ſee 

Er. ; 

Then-(anſwered.TI) you now. experience what you 
thought impoſſible, you are now the, ſlave of a 
paſſion of which, you once thought to be always 
the. maſter, Had you followed my counſels, you 
would have been upon your guard againſt your. 
ſelf, and the deſire, of being; wiſe alone would 
have ſupported you from; the danger, and ſaved you 
from all the - misfortunes, to, which your, paſſion now 
expoſes - you; but I perceive; too; well. that you 
already, feel- them, and Lam. unyilling, to 11 
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them by, any reproaches. We muſt now; my dear 
Marquis, only think of having recourſe to the re- 
medy. I. don't tell you that beauty is a contem- 
table thing, or that an irregular love is a- criminal 
paſſion, your reaſon is not now at liberty to know 
this truth. But what. I ought to lay before your eyes 
is, that your honour, your fortune, your repoſe, and 
perhaps your liſe too, depend upon the reſolution you 
take. You love Donna Diana! What do you pretend 
to by loving-her-? Do you think that the Duke your 
father, all whoſe hopes reſt upon you, can conſent 
to a marriage ſo contrary to his views? And-if you 
are ſo imprudent as to determine yourſelf againſt his 
conſent, what can you hope from him but an eternal 
indignation ? Do you think that Donna Diana will 
ever love you. ſo well. as to live with you upon the 
footing. of a miſtreſs ? And though ſhe were e- 


ven ſo baſe, would not her father and her brothers 


take a ſufficieat vengeance ?. Are you ignorant of 


the Spaniſh delicacy- in point of honour, Nay; 


you yourſelf” would be. unwilliug to ſeduce a lady 
of her condition, whom you-once thought. worthy 
of your heart. No, no, ſir, your paſſion-can- only 
bo pernicious- to yourſelf; and if you retain- the 
leaſt ſpark of reaſon to reflect upon the conſequences, 
vod ought to ſtifle it as eaſily as you allowed it to 
OW. | 
81 held my peace for ſome time to wait His 
anſwer, but he- made none. I then roſe up, and 
begged of him ſeriouſly to reflect upon my advice; 
and. left him- alone in his. room, where he ſtayed 
ill dinner-time. When dinner was ſerved up, I 
ſent him notice; he accordingly- came, and, ex- 
cept ſome words to his. ſervant, he did not ſpeak 
the whole time of dinner. He eat little, and 
men went to his room. When the hour came, 
in which we uſed to go to the city, I ſent his 
valet in to dreſs him. fle ſent back word; that 
de found himſelf ſo much indiſpoſed that he could 
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not go abroad. I immediately called his Valet, whoſe 
names was Deſchampes, and aſked him what orders 
be had received from his maſter before dinner? 
I then knew that the Marquis had ordered him 
to deliver a letter to the Count de Mancenez. I 
returned to his chamber about the middle of the 
afternoon, and found him upon his bed, and ſaid 
to him in a friendly tone ; What ! are you really in- 
1 Vou make me more uneaſy by your ſilence; 
and you would do me a favour at leaſt to ſpeak a few 
words to me. He anſwered only with a figh. I then 
fat down upon his bed fide, and took hold of one of 
his hands, that I might feel his pulſe. My diſcaſe 
lies not there, (anſwered he, mournfully) while you 
aſk me if I am indifpoſed, you know too well where 
it lies, And is it poſſible, fir, ſaid J. that a dif 
courſe of ſo ſerious a nature, as we had together ſome 
time ago, can make no impreſſion upon you! what 
do you mean ? He roſe at theſe words, and ſat 
down upon the ſide of the bed, and begged me, 
with more ſeriouſneſs than I had ever ſcen him 
; on, that I would hear him attentively. My 
eſign, fir, (ſaid he to me) is not to marry Don- 
na Diana againſt my father's inclination, or with- 
out his conſent ; far leſs do I intend to make her 
a miltreſs. How can you ſuſpect that I can enter- 
tain ſentiments, of which you know I am incapa- 
ble? I only beg you would allow me liberty to 
ſee her, becauſe I cannot live without that ſatisfacti- 
on. If you ever loved, you no doubt acted like a 
man of honour ; and what hinders me from doing the 
ſame } | 

Vou are, perhaps, afraid that my ſecing her will 
inflame me the more; no, I cannot be inflamed 
more than I am. I will ſee her, I will tell her 
that I love, and in effet I ſhall love her all my 
life, but muſt wait till I return to Paris, that I may 
obtain my father's conſent to marry her. - Allow 
me that innocent. ſatis faction, or deprive me of _ 
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for to hope that I ſhall ſet out ſor Liſbon the day after 
to-morrow, is giving me death, which I would pro- 
cure by my ſword, if my deſpair ſhould be too weak 
to kill me. 

This diſcourſe from a young man, ſcarce eighteen 
years of age, frightened me; beſides, I loved him 
ſo tenderly, that his leaſt uneaſineſs gave me pain; fo 
I reſolved to give him ſuch an anſwer as might ſooth 
him. Don't fear, (ſaid 1 to him laughing) that I 
fhall contribute to your death, for I will expoſe my 
own life to ſave yours. If a fight of Donna Diana 
is neceſſary to the continuance of your life, you ſhall 
ſee her ; 1 even find your intentions fair and reaſona- 
ble, and had I known them ſooner, I had not oppoſed 
them ſo long. But think, in the name of religion 
and honour, that there are weakneſſes in love unwor- 
thy of a man of honour, and the greater merit Don- 
na Diana has, the greater care and reſpect you ought 
to ſhow for her character. This anſwer made the 
Marquis perfectly happy. He kiſſed my hand a 
thouſand times, calling me all the while his dear 
papa, He would then know when we were to 
go to the houſe of the Count de Mancenez, there 
to ſee Donna Diana, who commonly came thither 
after dinner to ſpend ſome time with Donna Eliza: 
1 prevailed with him to put that vifit off till to- 
morrow, when he would be recovered from the a- 
Zitation he was lately in. I then begged that he 
would oblige me, in his turn, by telling me where 
he had ſent his footman before noon. This re- 
queſt made him bluſh ; however, after a moment's 
Pauſe, he opened a little drawer, whence he took 
out the copy of a letter he had written that morn- 
ing. Before he read it, he owned to me, that he 
had made the Count de Mancenez the confidant of 
his paſſion, and that having no proſpect of ſeeing 
Donna Diana ſoon,. he had begged- the Count to 
deliver a letter from him to her; that as he thought 
ef ſeeing the Count that night, he had reſolved 
do 
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to give it out of his own hand to him; but that after 
our little quarrel, being in no humour of going a- 
broad, he had giving it to his footman. Tie then 
put the copy of it into my hand; and I give it here 
to the reader, having preſerved it with many others. 
It is as follows: 


238 


Claim no merit, madam, from admiring your 

charms, and feeling their power. What heart 
is ſo ſavage, as to be able to ſee you without acknow- 
© ledging your beauty ? But, if one may be allowed 
to praiſe himſelf when he ſpeaks to her he loves. I 
< beg leave to aſſure you, madam, that -you wall find 
few hearts ſo ſenſible of the value of yours; or that 
© know better how to entertain ſentiments worthy of 
you, than mine. I don't beg of love to touch you 
quickly in my favour; an age of ſervices and aſſidu · 
* ities were too little to purchaſe that happineſs: I only 
beg of him to make you ſenſible of the vehemency 
and ſincerity of my: paſſion, becauſe it is impoſſible 
but that ſooner or later, you muſt be affected with it. 
© Allow me in this hope of repair every day to the 
Count de Mancenea, and there with the utmoſt reſpect 
to aſſure you, that I would devote to you both my 


© hfe and love.“ 
The Marquis de Roſemont. 


How! (ſaid I tothe Marquis) this is the moſt compleat 
2 gallantry. Is ät nature alone that has 
taught you ſo much? Vou muſt have picked this up 
in ſome romance. He aſſured me that it was entirely 
his own, and that he had never read any romance but 
the two which Ihad bought at Bourdeaux, which were 
Telemachus and the Princeſs of Cleves. - Ladviſe you 
(ſaid I) never to read any others. A man of a ſeverer 
temper would deny you even the Princeſs of Cleves, 
notwithſtanding the advantage which one may draw 
from it, in forming his iſtile; for as the ſubject 
is tender, the advantages of forming a ſtile can 

never 
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mever be equivalent to the danger of effeminat 
the Spirit. The ſame may be ſaid of numbers of 
other writings, that are reckoned good performances: 
It is true, they give a man a polite turn, but 
ſeldom or never, without affecting his morals. The 
emotions of hatred, love, pity, and vengeance have 
all their ſeveral turns in the ſpirit of a reader, Who 
is intereſted in the fate of the fictitious characters, and 
becomes, from a reader, a yy 'nay actor, of the 
ſame weakneſſes, whenever bh falls in the like cir- 
cumſtances with the ſubject of the relation. What- 
ever prejudices, {added 1) are now. a-days entertain- 
ed againſt heroick romances, ſuch as Caſſandra, 
Cleopatra, Grand Cyrus, Polixander, '&c. I ſhould 
much leſs ſcruple to put theſe into the hands of young 
people, than the ſtories and novels drawn from com- 
mon life, in that manner of writing ſo much in vo- 
gue half a century ago, When the natural character 
of man ts drawn, his good qualities are painted 'fo 
as to throw a made 'upon bis bad. Thus the 
reader, inſtead of being 1 with a hatred 
of vice, is impoſed upon by an appearance of 
virtue. In 'heroick ' romances, the caſe is quite 
different; nothing is there called virtue but what 
is eſſentially ſuch. Though the cataſtrophe common- 
ly turns upon love, the ſentiments are ſo noble, 
and the action To grand, that a reader finds no- 
thing in them to jüſtify his weakneſs: Inſtead of 
that, he perceives himſelf elevated above his natu- 
ral character, by reading a chain of events pro- 
ceeding from the moſt ſublime motives ; and I would 
leſs fear, that he mould thereby become effeminate 
and debauched, as I Thoutd dread his aſſuming a 
character above the common level of mankind, 
and his entertaining a contempt for every one flot endu- 
ed with the 'fublime qualities of an Grondates, and 
an Artamenes. | oy | 

The Marqdis appeared the moſt *contetited 'crea- 
tere in the world all that evening. His impati- 
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ence to ſee Donna Diana made him think the 


Next morning, I perceived his ar- 


dour for his book a little cooled, and did not fail 
to tell him, that if he would perſuade me that his 
love had nothing inconſiſtent with his wiſdom, 
he muſt ſuffer no alteration to obtain in his con- 
duct and duty. This was enough to make him 
redouble his application. The time appointed be. 
ing come, we went directly to the Count de Man- 
cenez's houſe, pretending to repay the viſit which the 
Count had ad us ſome days before. We found him 
in company with ſeveral friends, who had dined with 
him. As ſoon as the Marquis obſerved me engaged 
in converſation, I ſaw him take the Count aſide to 
learn the ſucceſs of his letter. The Count told him 
that he had conveyed it to Donna Diana by an un- 
known hand, left ſhe ſhould think her delicacy engag- 
ed not to come near. his houſe again, if ſhe knew that 
he was any way privy to the Marquis's paſſion, He 
then told him, he could with eaſe perform him a ſe- 
cret piece of ſervice, for Donna Diana would come as 
uſual to paſs an hour with his ſiſter after dinner, and 
that he would find means to introduce him to her, 
and to give him an opportunity of converſing with 
her by herſelf. When the Marquis joined the com- 
pany, I read the ſatisfaction of his foul in the 
air of his face. The Count was as good as his 
word; he gave orders to his footman to inform 
bim when WW Diana came : and when he un- 
derſtood that ſhe was in her ſiſter's apartment, he 
walked off, making a fign to the Marquis to follow 
him. I roſe likewiſe, and the Counts friends imagi- 
ning that we had ſome particular buſineſs, took their 
leaves and went off. 

We walked all together into the ladies parlour; 
and were five or fix in company. The Count told 
them, that he hoped they would not take it amiſs 
if he introduced his beſt friends to them; that 
he was glad to make Frenchmen ſenſible that = 
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does not yield to France in the merit of the La- 
dies. Then addrefling himſelf to us, he told us, 
he was happy that he could give us ſo good a 
proof of this in making us 3 with the 


moſt accompliſhed Ladies in Madrid. He then or- 


dered chairs to be biought, and to oblige the Mar. 
quis, he placed him, without any affectation, next 
to Donna Diana. As for me, he maliciouſly ſet 
me at as great a diſtanceas he could. The conver. 
ſation turned on -indifferent things, and as there 
were ſome of the Ladies who did not underſtand 
Prench, we regretted the diverſity of languages, 
which often * us of the pleaſure of underſtand- 
ing, and being underſtood. The Marquis made 
good uſe of his time during our converſation. 
He ſometimes put in a word to keep in decorum, 
but Donna Dlana engaged all his attention. I 
could more than once obſei ve her bluſh, and with 
downcaſt eyes make a ſhort reply to what he 
ſaid, As to the Marquis I could, without hearing 
him, gueſs at his diſcourſe by his motions, which 
were full of paſſion. Two hours ſpent in this 
Manner, with Donna Diana, appeared too ſhort, 
He blamed me for coming away in too great a 
hurry, and when we got out, complained of it 
bitterly ; all which I endeavoured to turn to rail. 
lery. I aſked the Count de Mancenez, who came 
out with us, how we ſhould diſpoſe of ourſelves. He 
propoſed to make a viſit to Don Antonio de Sal- 
cedo, governor of Madrid, brother to the prince's 
governeſs. J he company there conſiſted of per- 
ſons of the firit rank, who received us with plea- 
ſure, We found there, among others, the Count 
de Charni, and the Marquis de Leyda, who ſhewed 
us a thouſand civilities. We could eaſily have made 
ourſelves known to them, by telling them our real 
names, for they were not unacquainted with the 
Marquis's or mine; but I ſaw no advantage in 
diſcovering ourſelves, and 1 had reſolved to wait 
the return of the Duke de St. Aignan, the French 
M Am- 
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Ambaſſador, who had been ſome. weeks abſent 
from Madrid. We deſigned to wait on him, and 
beg of him to introduce us to his Majeſty at ſome 


; particular audience. 


The Marquis de Leyda ſhewed us particular marks 
of reſpect. He told the Marquis we ought to 


make no difference between him and a Frenchman; 


for that, notwithſtanding his attachment to the 
Crown of Spain, he had all the i: clinations of one, 
and that we would do him a pleaſure in viſiting 
him familiarly on that footing. We promiſed h m 
a viſit at his hotel. When we left Lon Salcedo, 
we engaged the Count de Mancenez to ſup with 
us. We no ſooner fat down to table, than the 
Marquis began to talk of Donna Diana. Let us 
hear (ſaid I) what progreſs you have made. He 
frankly declared, he believed it was very ſmall, 
She knows (added he) that I love her, my letter 
and my proteſtations have convinced her of it; but 
ſhe excuſes herſelf in ſuch a manner, as leaves me 
very little hope. She hears me without a frown or 
any ſign of contempt ; ſhe has often told me, that 
ſhe eſteemed me, and that ſhe would always ſee 
me with pleaſure ; but ſhe at the ſame time aſſures 
me, that nothing is able to alter her reſolution of 
never loving any thing paſſionately : but what com- 
pleats my misfortune, (continued he) is, that ſhe 
has often proteſted to me, that tho' | ſhould even 
ſucceed ſo far as to make her love me, ſhe ſhould 
have command enough of herelf newer to let it 
appear. Do you know, (ſaid I) what effec: that 
ought to have on you? It ought to inſpire you 
with ſentiments like thoſe of Donna Diana, She 
deſerves to be loved, but love her without paſſion; 
give her all your eſteem, and conſider her only 
as a friend; you will, by this means, ſave your- 
ſelf abundance of trouble, and your heart will 
always have wherewith to be ſatisfied, He anſwered 
me, That he could not live, if he did not gain her 

ove, 


* Fa — — r 


Man of QuAL II v. 243 


love, that he was ſenſible on that alone depended 
the happineſs of his life. 

The Count, who wiſhed ardently to ſerve him, 
defired him not to deſpair. He told him that helearn- 
ed from his fiſter, that Donna Diana had thought 

him a very lovely perſon the firſt moment ſhe ſaw 
him; that the Ladies having no reſerve with one 
another, ſhe would no doubt continue to diſco- 
ver all her ſentiments to Donna Eliza, from whom 
he would be at the pains to learn them, in order to 
make us acquainted with them. In the mean time, 
(faid he to the Marquis) I'll . you frequent op- 
portunities of ſeeing her, and to-morrow, if you 
dine with me, 1 ſhall order Donna Eliza to invite 
her; you may come to me in the morning as if it 
were by chance, and I will beg of you to dine with 
me alſo. The Marquis was exceedingly pleaſed 
with this offer: he could not find words ſtrong 
enough to thank the Count, but vowed an eternal 
friendſhip to him. When I was alone, I made 
ſome reflections on the violence of the Marquis's 
paſſion, and the conſequences of his intrigue, I 
began to reproach myſelf for my eaſineſs; but af- 
ter having examin'd matters to the bottom, I could 
think it no misfortune that the heart of the Mar- 
quis ſhould be engaged to a certain degree. I was 
{ure that Donna Diana was a Lady of virtue and 
merit. The deſire of pleaſing her, (faid I) can 


N inſpire the Marquis with nothing but wiſdom and 
virtue. I obſerved too, that fince he had been in 
1 Love, he became more ſerious, and that, proba- 
* bly with a deſign to make me favourable to his 
* paſſion, he had ſhewed more than ordinary exact- 
. nels in performing the little taſks I preſcribed him. 
my 


I conſidered likewiſe that commonly now-a-days 
the groſſeſt debauchery prevails among young men 
of quality ; and that, even, ſuppoſing that virtu- 
ous gallantry is not a good, it is ſtill a leſs evil 
than the open debauchery and exceſs, almoſt ine- 
vitable to a young man of ſpirit, and fond of plea- 
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ſures. To theſe conſiderations, I added a thought 
of a man famous for his wit and writings, Whe- 
ther it be that women are naturally ſofter and 
more polite than we ; or whether it be that the 
defign of pleafing them brightens our wit and ſen- 
timents ; tis certain, (ſays St. Evremont) that their 
| company 1s an excellent ſchool for men, and that 
"tf nothing is more proper, not only to make them 
| polite, and give them a good taſte of things, but 
even to make them men of worth and honour. 

All theſe confiderations determined me to leave 
the Marquis at full liberty, but ſtill to keep fo 
ſtrict an eye over his conduct, as to be ready to 
ſtop him ſhould he go too far. The hopes of di- 
ning with Donna Diana made him riſe very ear- 
ly, which gave me an opportunity to rally him. 
He ſeemed very ſenſibly affected with the pleaſure 
he was going to receive, in living with freedom, 
and as it were in the ſame family, with her whom 
he loved. His joy, however, was allayed by the 
li fear that ſhe might not approve of the Count's 
* ſtratagem, and that her reſentment at ſeeing her- 
il 3 over- reached might make her ſtill more inſen- 
ible, | 

He aſked-what I thought? I anſwered, that, pro- 
vided he did not abuſe his liberty, Donna Diana 
could not find any thing offenſive to her. So we 
went to the Count's houſe. He was alone, and had 
taken the precaution of ordering his ſervants to 
deny him to any but to us. What a joy am | to 
give to my dear Marquis, faid he, when he had 
embraced us ! but if my Siſter betrays Donna Dia- 
na, and I betray my Siſter, in the name of goodneſs 
(added he laughing) don't you betray me. The 
ſmalleſt indiſcretion will ſpoil all, and put us on 
bad terms with Donna Diana. He then made us 

fit down, that he might tell us, his Siſter had ſound- 
ed Donna Diana's heart with regard to the Mar- 
quis, and tha', far from finding it bard, fhe found, 
by the confeſſion of that amiable creature, ſhe was 
touched 
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touched with the moſt lively tenderneſs ; that ſhe 
had expreſſed herſelf in terms capable to throw a 
lover into rapture, but — The Marquis had not 
time to hear, to the end, a diſcourſe which put 
him beyond himſelf, but interrupted the Count de 
Mancenez to throw his arms about his neck, and 
to tell him a thouſand times, that he owed him his 
life, Hear me to the end, replied the Count ; 
Do you believe, that Donna Diana is to be pitied 
for her ſenſibility of your merit? Do you believe 
that, after her confeſſion in your favour, ſhe ſhed 
tears from the thought that her tenderneſs for you 
might make her the moſt unhappy perſon in the 
world ? you are ſurprized at what 1 fay, but TI 
ſhall come to an explanation of this myſtery, as I 
learned it of my Siſter. 

Donna Diana is juſt ſeventeen years of age: 
notwithſtanding her youth and her charms, ſhe 
has made a ſevere trial of misfortunes, and the 
tranquillity you read in her air and look, is 
only the effet of her virtue and reaſon. She was 
born at Naples: her father, Don Diego de Velez 
commanded the Spaniſh cavalry there, before the 
late revolutions. Before he went into Italy, he 
loſt his firſt wife, by whom he had three ſons, 
While he was at Naples his friends engaged him 
to reſume the fetters of wedlock; and as he was 
very rich, he conſulted nothing but his heart whick 
was fixed upon a Neapolitan young Lady, who had 
a great deal of beauty but no fortune. He had 
no children by her but Donna Diana. Don Diego 
declared himſelf loudly in favour of the Duke of 
Anjou, and performed ſome remarkable ſervices for 
him in Italy. Donna Pacilla his wife, not being 
able to foilow him through all his traverſes, the 
heart of Don Diego forgot the charms of love for 
thoſe of war, He went back to Spain with Philip 
the Vth, without reflecting that he left a wife 
and a child at Naples, where they might continue 
a long time without os any ſupplies from 
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him. In effect, the poverty to which they were 
ſoon reduced, and the grief of ſceing themſelves a- 
bandoned made them lead a very joyleſs life. In 
vain did Donna Pacilla write letters upon letters 
to her ſpouſe, but whether that he was inſenſible 
or inconſtant, he did not do them the favour 
to anſwer one of them, and by that, they found 
themſelves reduced to the extremity of deſpair and 
miſery, They then reſolved to go to Madrid, and 
accordingly ſet out, after acquainting Don 1)iego 
of their reſolution by a letter. Donna Diana 
was then but about eight or nine years of age, 
and was already remarkable for her beauty. She 
and her mother went on board a veſſel which 
carried the Counteſs d'Oroſuna to pain. This 
Lady, having loſt her Huſband at Naples, was go- 
ing to paſs the remainder of her life at an eſtate 
he had within twelve or fiftcen leagues of Ma- 
drid. She no ſooner ſaw Donna Pacilla and her 
daughter, than ſhe defired to be acquainted with 
them, and having learned from themſelves this me- 
lancholy hiſtory, the offered them a retreat at her 
houſe, till their affairs were ſettled. Donna Pa- 
cilla thank fully accepted her.effer, and the Coun- 
teſs treated her with ſo much goodneſs, that they 
forgot their errand into Spain, and paſſed ſome 
years with their benefactreſs. : 

In the mean time, Don Diego hearing nothing of 
his wife's arrival, nor any thing about her, con- 
cluded ſhe muſt be dead; and engaged in a third 
marriage, I don't know how the news of this 
came to the ears of Donna Pacilla, who thought 
herſelf obliged both in honour and religion to 
revent the conſummation of the criminal nuptials. 

he conſulted the counteſs upon it, who adviſed 
her to proceed gently at firſt, that ſhe might ſhun 
the noiſe of a public and a vislent oppoſition. 
They concluded that the Counteſs ſhould write to 
Don Diego, whom ſhe had known at Naples, beg- 
ging that he would come to her eſtate _— 
| A 
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affair of the utmoſt conſequence. Don Diego ſoon 
came; it was with great difficulty that he could 
at firſt believe that his wife and daughter were a- 
live, but when he faw them his trouble was ex- 
ceſſive. He reſolved however to act like a man 
who knows how to diſſemble; he embraced his 
wife in a feigned tranſport, reproaching her with 
letting him remain ſo long in ignorance of the 

lace where ſhe was, and excuſed his leaving }taly 
by the ner eflity of his affairs, aſſuring her, that he 
retained the ſame tender ſentiments for her he e- 
ver had. As for what regarded his new marriage, 
he excuſed himſelf by the notion he had that ſhe 
was dead, and the bad Rate of his affairs, having 
loſt a part of his eſtate by his adherence to king 
Philip, He proteſted to her, that whatever ad- 
vantages he had propoſed by marrying a young 
lady who was heireſs to a conſiderable eſtate, he 
would immediately renounce them, thinking him- 


. ſelf rich enough in recovering his true wife; but 


as I have to do with a powerful family, 1 muſt 
manage ſo (added he) as not to come to a rup- 
ture with them by any haſty ſtep. You may re- 


tire with my daughter to one of my eſtates, where- 


you ſhall be ſerved according to your quality; 1 
will wait upon you thither myſelf, and then la- 
bour to break theſe engagements into which my 
im prudence led me, that [ may be again in a con- 
dition to own you for my wife. 


Donna Pacilla was timorous, and far from diſtruſt- 


ing the ſincerity of her huſband; ſhe was raviſhed 
at finding him behave ſo much in the character 
of a * ſo ſhe reſolved implicitly to o- 
bey him. The Counteſs in vain begged of her 
not to leave her houſe, but ſhe was deaf to her, 
and followed Don Diego to one of his eſtates near 
Valladolid, where he left her to return to Madrid, 
after renewing his proteſtations, and accompanying 
them with a thouſand oaths. He wrote to her 
every week for two months, in terms ſo full of 
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tenderneſs, that they encreaſed her hopes : but 
her credulity coſt her dear. She fell fick all of 
a ſudden; ſhe found at firſt, that ſhe was mor. 
tally fo, and could not help hinting to her daugh- 
ter, while ſhe was dying, that ſhe did not think 
her death was natural. As ſoon as Don Die 
heard of his wife's death, he immediately ſet out 
and brought his daughter to Madrid. She has 
been here theſe five or fix months (added the Count) 
and has contracted a friendſhip wich my fitter, 
who looks upon her as the moſt valuable friend 
ſhe has, I never ſee her without admiring her, 
and had infallibly loved her, had not I perceived 
that her heart entertained another paſhon, All 
who know her, find her wiſdom equal to her 
beauty: ſhe has rejected the ſollicitations of num- 
bers of lovers who have courted her for marriage ; 
not that Don Diego has forbid her to think of 
marriage, but the ſad death of Donna Pacilla, her 
paſt misfortunes, her preſent ſituation, without 
any fortune, her being at the mercy of a Stepmo- 
ther, whom ſhe has no reaſon to love, and her 
living among brothers and fiſters of difterent mar- 
riages, joined to her natural ſweetneſs, and to the 
incliaation ſhe has for a quiet life, have made her 
form a deſign of leaving the world, and embrace a 
religious profeſhon. She explained herſelf upon 
this head to her father, who willingly gave his 
coaſent, and that lovely creature is preparing to 
bury all her cha:ms in the gloom of ſolitude, 
This (ſaid the Count, addreting himſelf to the 
Marquis) is what ſhe told my ſiſter yeſterday, af- 
ter the acknowledgment ſhe made of her ſentiments 
in your favour. She ſaid ſhe was become unhappy 
in being acquainted with you, and that the 
would make haſte to embrace a religious life, and 
never ſee you more. But | am periuaded love will 
get the better, and be able to bring her back to 
you ; at leaſt, you may depend upon dining with 
her to-morrow. 95 1 
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I obſerved the Marquis during all his diſcourſe, 
and I do not know to what I can compare him. He 
was like a perſon who had juſt awaked out of a 
melancholy dream. His eyes were open, but he 
ſeemed to ſce nothing; he run over the leaſt cir- 
cumſtances of the ſtory he had heard; he ſuc- 
ceſſively repreſented to himſelf Donna Diana in 
poverty at Naples, at the houſe of the Counteſs 
de Oriſuna in Spain, or near her dying mother, 
and fearing to meet with her fate at the eſtate 
of Don Diego: he followed her to her father's' 
houſe at Madrid, and in the mean time he was' 
in ſuch an extaſy at the idea of her heart being” 
touched in favour of him; after reſiſting the ſolici- 
tations of ſo many lovers, that he was greatly af- 
flicted at the reſolution ſhe had taken of retiring 
from the world, and trembled left ſhe ſhould: 
put in execution her deſign never to ſee him more. 
At laſt, he aroſe, ſaying theſe words to the Count, 
My dear Count, I know not with what view 
you have told me the misfortunes of Donna Diana, 
but I own to you, all that you have told me, on-- 
ly ſerves to make her more amiable in my eyes.- 
I then put in my word, and begged that he 
would hear me a moment; I can ſpeak freely to 
you in preſence of the Count, as he is ſo much 
your friend Your paſſion appeared to me to de- 
ſerve ſome indulgence, both becauſe I was before” 
ignorant of the misfortunes of Donna Diana and 
her defigns, but [ will not conceal from you, that 
begin to look upon her with another eye. We 
are here engaged in one of the moſt ſerious af 
fairs in the world. You ſay that you love, and 
that you deſire a return of paſſion, but you never 
reflect that it muſt be at the expence of her hap- 
pineſs, as her fortune thereby will be diſtreſſed more 
than ever. What will become of her, if ſhe ſhould | 
find ſo much pleaſure in you, as to loſe her taſte” if 
for a religious life? What can you do for her on iy 
your part? I will not touch this point any fur- 
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ther; but remember, Sir, (added I in a firm tone) 
that I ſhall never ſuffer you to gratify a fooliſh 
paſſion, and thereby to confound the wiſe projeas 
of a virtuous young lady, and perhaps to plunge 
her into new misfortunes. She judges rightly of 
the ſituation which her fortune is in, and that 

e has no other choice left but that of a Cloiſter, 
If you love her, do not treat her as your enemy, 
by oppoſing her happineſs, it is yet time to fe- 
medy the evil: Take my advice, renounce the ſatiſ- 
faction of dining with her to day, and that you 
may not loſe the pleaſure of the Marquis's com- 
pany, let us beg the favour of him to dine along 
with us, | | 

It would be difficult to repreſent the ſtate into 
which my diſcourſe put the poor Marquis. He 
looked upon me for ſome time with eyes, where 
the moſt lively grief was painted. You want my 
Death then, (ſaid he crofling his arms) yes you 
do, I ſee it well, for to treat me with ſo much 
karſhneſs is to take my life away effectually. Well 
Sir, (continued he) it is eaſy to pleaſe you, drag 
me from this houſe, take from me the means of 
ſeeing Donna Diana, nay, deprive me of her love; 
bur vow I ſhall not ſurvive the loſs of her twen- 
ty four hours. But why ſhould I be driven to 
deſpair? What have I done to offend you? Yes, 
I love Donna Diana, ard I would be loved again, 
bur not at the expence of her fortune, her ho- 
nour, or her religion. If her defign is abſolute- 
ly to bury herſelf in a Cloiſter, how can my love 
prevent her? Or will any affection ſhe has for me 
hinder her, if it is, as you ſay, that I cannot do 
any thing for her? I here ingenuouſly declare to 
you my deſign, and Heaven is my witneſs I have 
no other: when once I am happy enough to be 
beloved, I will diſcover my birth to Donna Diana, 
together with the obedience I owe to my father; 
I will promiſe her an inviolable fidelity, and, if 


J can, I will make myſelf maſter of her _ 
ti 


ſaid 1, 
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till ſuch 'time as I ſhall obtain from my father his 
couſent to make us both mutually happy. If I am 


ſo unhappy as to meet with a denial from my father, 


I will give her back her vows, and laying afide 
all thoughts of marrying her, I will be content 
with loving her all my life. She will then be at 
liberty to take the habit; and as for me, I will 
follow the courſe that Heaven ſhall point out. 
What do you find in this project, that is incon- 
ſiſtent either with honour or reaſon? You may, if 
you pl aſe, be witneſs to all my interviews with her, 
that you may be aſſured I have no deſign which I 
need either conceal from you, or be aſhamed to own 
to the world, . 

The Marquis held his peace after this long har- 
angue, and 1 could not help laughing at the manner 
in which he tacked it together, telling him at the 
ſame time by way of jeſt) that I admired his amo- 
rous eloquence, 'I'he Count took his part, to per- 
ſuade me that he was in the right. At laſt, with. 


ſome ſeeming difficulty, ] yielded on condition, That 


the Marquis ſhould never ſee Donna Diana but in m 


company, and that he ſhould from time to time give 


me a ſincere account of the fituation of his heart. 
Thus we ſpent the time in rallying, till the arrival of 


Donna Diaua, who entered the houſe without per- 
ceiving us. 


tranſport to conſider her mein and her air: Yes, 


Lam, quidquid agit, quogue vefligia vertit. 
Componit furtim, ſubſequiturque decor. 


He was charm'd with the delicacy of theſe two 


verſes of Tibullus, and immediately learned them 
by heart, Aſter the two ladies had been toge- 
ther far ſome time, the Count took us by the hand, 
and introducing us to them, told them, as they were 
his friends, he wanted to have them likewiſe the 


{rien S 


All the graces ſeemed: to conſpire to 
render her amiable, and the Marquis begged me in a 
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friends of his friends, or, as the Spaniards call it, 
Las amigas de los amigos; telling them at the ſame 
time, that he had none ſo dear to him as we were, 
and as he was ſo lucky to have us at his houſe that 
day, he deligned that we ſhould all dine in com- 
pany. Donna Diana bluſhed, and the Count's fiſter 
anſwered, that ſhe had too great a value for us to 
make any ſcruple in that. A few minutes after, 
we all ſat down to table, and it will not be hard to 
gueſs to whom the Marquis fat next; love pointing 
out his ſeat, At our firſt down-fitting the Marquis 
diſcovered a baſhfulneſs that ſurprized me, and the 
Count throwing out ſome hints upon that head, 
he only anſwered with a figh. Donna Diana, 
who till now had ſpoken as little as he, ſeeing that 
the Count's raillery was as applicable to her as to 
the Marquis, ſaid, When one eats heartily, they 
may be very well excufed from ſpeaking much. 
Right, anſwered the Count, but I think the Mar- 
quis eats little, and talks leſs; perhaps he fits by a 
_ lady, who puts him in mind of ſome French 

uty, and his heart is a great way beyond the 
Pyreneans. 

The Marquis ſeeing himſelf ſo briſkly plied, was 
obliged to anſwer, which he did with a ſerious 
and an afflited air, complaining of the Count. I 
have told you more than once, (ſays he) that ! 
never was in love in France, and you know very 
well that I left it to come to Spain; wherefore 
if I have any love, it is for an object on the o- 
ther ſide of the Pyreneans. But why do you laugh, 
Monfieur le Count, I know your heart is as little 
at eaſe as mine; you ſpeak like a happy lover, 
you even eat, and cannot comprehend how an irreſo- 
lute, timorous, and reſpectful love can take away 
either the ſpeech or the ſtomach, Alas! ſince 
I envy your happineſs, I hope you will at leaſt 
pitty my misfortune. No doubt, I would condole 
with you (replied the Count) if I knew where your 
diſeaſe lay; but you cannot eaſily perſuade 8 

that 
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that a man ſo amiable as you can ſuffer much 
in love. How happy ſhould I be (replied the. 
Marquis) would the perſon for whom I ſigh, view 
me with your eyes, and entertain ſo favourable 
an idea of me! Here Donna Eliza interrupted. him, 
begging him to remember that he was at table, 
an] to ſuſpend his love diſcourſes till at leaſt din. 
ner was over. The converſation then fell upon. 
other ſubjets, and the Count — we ſhould 
take a turn in the garden. offered my hand 
to his ſiſter, and the Marquis led out Donna Diana. 
We walked at a little diſtance, but ſo as I could 
hear the firſt proteſtations of the Mar quis's 
Paſſion, I then took occaſion to aſk Donna: 
Eliza, if ſhe did not perceive- that the Marquis 
adored her friend?: ſhe anſwered me (with a ſmile) 
That it would be hard not to perceive it. I have 
done all | can (ſaid I) to deliver Donna Diana from 
his importunities, but you know how violent love is 
when it ſeizes the heart of a young man; beſides- 
it muſt be owned, that Donna Diana is perfectly 
charming, and worthy of the moſt fincere paſſion. 
You know anſwered Donna Eliza, but half of her 
merit: ſhe knows that the Marquis loves her, 
and her wiſdom renders her more reſerved ; but 
if you knew her thoroughly, as ] do, you would. 
look upon her as the firſt perſon of her ſex. 
am vexed to death when I think of the crueL 
. reſolution ſhe has taken to retire from the world, 

and I believe there is nothing but what J could 
do for the Marquis, in caſe he were ſo fortunate 
as to prevent her from executing that reſolution, 
What! (anſwered I in a ſeeming ſurprize) has ſhe 
a mind to retire from the world? let us ſpeak 
without diſguiſe (ſaid Donna Eliza) you are no 
ſtranger to this, I told my brother yeſterday, and 
I am ſure he would not conceal it from you. I 
have too great a: regard for the Marquis, for me 
to conceal. any thing from him that concerns him; 
and do you think that by your. dining here to- 


day 
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day I don't ſee very well what your deſign is? 
But I will contribute to it with all my heart, not 
only from the eſteem I have for the Marquis de Roſe- 
mont,. but becauſe I am perſuaded, that it requires a 
merit equal to his, to divert Donna Diana from her 
reſolution. | | 
After ſome other diſcourſe, we perceived that 
our two young lovers had got at ſome diſtance, 
and were retired to a ſummer houſe at the farther 
end of the garden.. Donna Eliza made a fign 
to me to follow her, and both of us advancing 
ſoftly, we placed ourſelves each at the ſide of a 
window looking into the ſummer-houſe, where we 
. could eaſily hear what paſſed betwixt them. 1 un- 
derſtood by the Marquis, that he had brought his 
dear miſtreſs to confeſs ſome part of the ſenti- 
ments ſhe entertained” for him, though without en- 
. ecouraging him to expect any more but to be ten- 
derly loved. Being fixed in her deſign of retiriug 
from the world, the rejected all the propoſals he 
made in order to divert that reſolution, and aſſured 
the Marquis, that he was to hope for no father 
declaration from her than ſhe had already made, 
and that ſhe even looked upon that as a piece of 
weakneſs, He was at her feet, upon one knee 
on the ground. What, (we heard him ſay to her) 
will you at ſeventeen years of age, adored by the 
moſt faithful lover, in the worid, and crowned with 
all the bleſhings nature can beſtow; will you re- 
tire to ſolitude, and deprive yourſelf of all the plea- 
ſures that love promiles you? The death, which 
ſo cruel a reſolution will give me, is what | 
don't value, nor do I ſo much as pretend to in. 
ſpire you with. any compaſſion for my pains ; | 
only beg you would pity yourſelf, I know well 
how much it will caſt me, anſwered ſhe, for after 
my owning to you, that I love you, I need not 
conceal my fears, left my tenderneſs for you ſhould 
be my puniſhment: But I was not born to be 
happy, my heart has been long accuſtomed t0 


ſuffer, 
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ſuffer, it can only now know a change of pain, 
and be the victiom of love, having been before 
the prey. of grief. But why (anſwered the Mar- 
uis, in a tone of deſpair) did you inform me that 
l was dear to you, fince you are reſolved to grant 
nothing to my love? How barbarous is it in you 
to oppreſs, to tear, to ruin me utterly ! Is this 
the part of a lover? Have i, who adore you, and 
would die to ſave you from the ſlighteſt pain, de- 
ſerved this? How freely could I loſe my life in ſo 
lorious a cauſe !. — Well (interrupted ſhe) 
New take occaſion to hate me, your katred will. 
contribute more to my. quiet than your love; ne- 
ver view me but in a light that may make me diſa- 
greeable in your eyes; conſider me as ungrateful 
to your pains, and unequal to your quality, as a 
maid without fortune, without hopes, a ſtranger 
in Spain, and forlorn even within the houſe of my 
own father. You may add to this, that my heart 
has been a prey to grief from my tendereſt years; 
and alas! how ill ſuits that with love! after it has 
experienced the ſeverities of fortune, how can it 
prove the tenderneſs of paſſion? no, look upon 
me as inſenſible, as one who impoſes upon you, 
when I tell you, I think you amiable ; cure your- 
ſelf of your paſſion, and let me fly to ſolitude, 
there to conceal my love, my grief, and my mif- 
fortune. She pronounced theſe words in ſo touch- 
ing a manner, that Donna Eliza could not prevent 
her tears from falling. As for my ſhare, I wait- 
ed with ſome impatience for the Marquis's anſwer. 
It was ſome time before he ſpoke, as if he had 
been conſidering on what he ought to ſay. At laſt, 
he anſwered in a tone of voice more compoſed 
than I could have expected: if you are ſerious 
(ſaid he) when you adviſe me to hate you, or to 
forbear loving you, you muſt, Madam, have a 
weak idea of my paſſion, and I am very unhappy 
in ſucceeding ſo ill in the picture I have made of 
it; but my deſpair ſhall explain what I feel, and 
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you ſhall find that it is anſwerable to my love. 
Then hear patiently the propoſition I make to de- 
ſtroy the obſtacles which you oppoſe to our mu- 
tual tenderneſs. Some of them you draw from 
your paſt ſufferings, and from the melancholy 
ſituation of your heart. Ah! my dear Diana, it 
is but too true, that you do not love me. If you 
had the leaſt ſhare of thoſe ſentiments which you 
flatter me you entertain for me, you would perceive 
ſome change in your heart, and grief would not 
there hold out long againſt love. When you love 
me, I ſhall fear nothing. from your grief. As for 
the other obſtacle you mentioned, which is that 
you are deſtitute of fortuue and ſupport: I wiſh to 
Heaven that | were as well aſſured of your affecti- 
on for me, as ] am aſſured that obſtacle can be re- 
moved. I ſhall now, my charmer, diſcover what 
J have concealed ever fince I left France. Iam 
the only Son of the Duke de whoſe name you 


have no doubt heard of; my Father loves me and 
bears one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed ranks in that 


kingdom: as he is very rich, 1 can offer you a 
fortune ſufficient to ſupply the defect of yours. 


What a joy would it give me, could I render you 


happy both in fortune and in love! | 
As ſoon as the Marquis had named his father, 
Donna Eliza appeared ſurprized. As ſhe had 


beard of his illuſtrious family, ſhe reproached me 


with preventing her Brother and her from treating 
the Marquis with the reſpect due to him, by con- 
cealing from them his true quality. She ſpoke but 


two words, and tho? ſhe ſpoke them very low, they 


were-overheard by Donna Diana, who immediate- 
ly came out, and complained, with a bluſh, of 


our having as it were betrayed her. The Marquis 


himſelf appeared a little out of countenance. 
Donna Eliza took them toth by the hand, and af- 
ter making ſome compliments to the Marquis upon 
what ſhe had heard, ſhe told them, that fince the 
fault was committed, and ſince we had overheard 
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every thing, there was no occaſion any longer to 
conceal their affairs from us. The Marquis a- 
greed to this. Donna Diana held out for ſome 
time, and ſeemed to regret every thing ſhe had 
ſpoken, that either was too paſſionate, or too oblig- 
ing. What, Madam, (ſaid the young lover, inter- 
rupting her) can you repent having made me in 
one moment the happieſt man alive? Have 1 not 
paid too much already for that happy moment, by 
your endeavouring to deſtroy the hopes with which 
that dear confeſſion inſqired me? 1 defire Donna 
Eliza, and Monſ. de Reuoncour, to bear witneſs of 
your cruelty, and of my reaſons. If you honour 
me with any ſentiments in my favour, as they have 
overheard us, let them judge betwixt us; or ra- 
ther, be you the ſole judge of my fate, and, at 
leaſt do me the favour to let me know whether 
the laſt words I ſpoke, when we were interrupted, 
have made any impreſſion upon your heart, We 
all four entered into the ſummer-houſe, and when 
we had ſeated ourſelves, Donna Diana, after ſome 
muſing, began thus: 

I don't pretend to diſown (ſaid ſhe) that the fine 
qualities of the Marquis have made me conceive a 
very great eſteem for him; to whatever ate I am 
reduced by Heaven, 1 ſhall always preſerve it, 
and think it honour to me. that I have merited his 
affection, But as to my reſolution to retire from 
the world, and to controul all the ſentiments of 
my heart, I own to you, Sir, (addreſſing herſelf 
to the Marquis) that tre diſcovery I have made 
of your birth and quality confirms me 1n that re- 
ſolution. I know well that this is far from what 
you expect, but I beg you would hear out my rea- 
fons. I believed, till now, that I was incapable 
of love; the falſe tranquillity, that always ap- 
peared in my temper and countenance, did not 
prevent my entertaining in my mind a continual 
ſentiment of grief, occaſioned by the accidents of 
an unhappy life, the violent death of my _ 

and. 
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and the preſent ſtate of my own fortune. Let me 
bury myſelf in ſolitude, {would 1 ſay to myſelf) 
that is the only courſe that is now left me; I was 
not formed for ſociety. Such were my reſolves, 
and J was upon the point of executing them when 
I firſt ſaw you: they are not yet changed, but J 
know not whence it is, that my heart entertains 
ſentiments. to which it ought to have been a ſtran- 
ger. I have not even been able to diſguiſe them 
from you! How feeble are we rendered by love! 
Hou ever, I own that it was you alone that could 
touch me, and in whatever manner Heaven ſhall 
diſpoſe of me, I perceive that you will be always 
dear to my heart. But, notwithſtanding. this ac. 
knowledgment, which ſhews ſo much weakneſs, I 
have ſtill ſtrength enough to tell you, that my firſt 
reaſons make more impreſſion upon me than all my 
- tenderneſs. I am ſenfible how much 1 forfeit by 
loſing you, but J am perſuaded that my future re- 
poſe demands this ſacrifice, You thought you 
would remove my difficulties by diſcovering to me 
your high, birth, and the great fortune of which 
you can make me miſtreſs ; but theſe are the very 
motives that ſeal my reſolution. I am incapable 
of flattering myſelf, and | well know, that a little 
beauty, and ſome other feeble attractions about 
me, can never make up my defects in point of for- 
tune, The only ſon of the Duke de — Was 

not born for Diana de Valez: and though your 
father ſhould be willing to wink at this inequa it), 

which I believe is ſcarce poſſible, I well know 

what glory, and even love, req-ires of me ; [ ſhall 

not diſturb the courſe of *r nor ſhall ! 

be a hinderance to thoſe great alliances that wait on 

your birth and quality. Fare-well, Sir, (conti 

nued ſhe, riſing * her ſeat and endeavouring 

to conceal ſome tears that dropped from her eyes) 
never ſee me more, for it never can contribute te 

your happineſs, to increaſe my pains, and t0 

haſten the moment of my retreat. Th 
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The Marquis threw himſelf at her knees to ſtop 
her, and Donna Eliza likewiſe did her endeavour 
to engage her to hear ſome words : ſhe would 
hear nothing, but went out of the ſummer-houſe, 
and walked towards the apartments. Donna Eliza 
having ſpoken ſome words, that might ſerve to 
comfort the Marquis, was obliged to follow her ; 
but immediately ſent the Count to us, he having 
walked off on purpoſe to leave his friend at more 
liberty. He eafily diſcovered by the Marquis's 
penſive and diſconſolate air, that he had been 
cruelly treated by love, and begged of him to 
impart his pains to him, The Marquis told him, 
with a ſigh, what had paſſed ; and bitterly com- 
plained of Donna Diana's reſolution, he aggravat- 
ed her cruelty, called her inſenſible and inhuman 
but after he had waſted all his ſighs and re- 
proaches, he owned that ſhe was the moſt amiable 
creature that ever was formed by Heaven, and 


that he had never met with one ſo fair, ſo witty, 


and ſo charming, even in the very moment while 
ſhe was infliting her ſeverities, and giving him 
deſpair. I filently obſerved all his agitations, and 
was not ill pleaſed that he ſhould meet with this 
troubleſome rebuff, that being abandoned entirely 
to his own heart, I might have the better chance 
to diſguſt him with love, by repreſenting its tor- 
ments, of which he had ſufficient proof. This, 
perhaps, is the ſureſt remedy againſt this fatal 


paſſion. When we view it at a diſtance, it ap- 


pears too fair, and flattering, preſenting no- 
thing but what excites defire, and encourages 
hope; but when we come to have experience of 
it, and to ballance its pleaſures with its diſ- 
appointments and torments, we find ſo little up- 
on the ſide of joy, that we are frequently deceived 
in the fallacious opinion we entertained. The 
Count, who loved the Marquis as one does a miſ- 
treſs, propoſed all the means he could think of, 
that might procure either ſucceſs or a remedy for 
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his love; but ſeeing that he would hear of nothi 
that might tend to cure him, he applied all his en- 
deavours to another point, which was that of 
comfort. The firſt thing he offered to do for his 
ſatis faction was, to bring us to a cloſet that joined 
the room in which Donna Diana and his ſiſter 
were, and overhear their diſcourſe, that they 
might by that judge of the real ſituation Donna 
Diana's heart was in. This offer was eagerly 
embraced, and we went all together up to the a- 
partment by a private ſtair-caſe. The door which 
opened from the chamber into the clofet, was of 
glaſs covered with a curtain. After we had taken 
care to darken the window of the cloſet, that ſhe 
might not perceive us, we entered it, and placed 
ourſelves ſo behind the door, that by putting a- 
fide the curtain we could perceive the leaſt moti- 
ons of the two Ladies. Donna Diana ſupported 
her head with her hand, her elbow leaning on a 
table, and a handkerchief in the ſame hand, with 
which ſhe endeavoured to wipe away ſome tears 
that dropped from her eyes. Donna Eliza fat 
by her, holding her other hand claſped within 
hers. This was a moving ſight, and no doubt it 
appeared ſo to the Marquis. The firſt voice we 
could hear diſtinctly, was that of Donna Eliza. 
1 know of a method (ſays ſhe) which may make 
you eaſy for ſome time; admit of the Marquis's 
tenderneſs, and indulge your own till ſuch time 
as he leaves Spain to go back to his father. If 
his paſſion. is ſincere, as it appears to be, he will 
not fail to uſe all poſſible means to marry you: 
If he ſucceeds, you will be happy; but if his 
father proves inflexible, you have at leaſt the 
happineſs to have paſſed, ſome time in hope, 
and ſtill you will be at liberty to execute the re- 
folution you have already taken. That is a fine 
chimera- you flatter me with, (replied Donna 
Diana) to perſuade me that a perſon of the Duke 
de s quality will ever conſent ro: 
auld 
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ſhould be his daughter-in-law; an unfortunate 
creature like me, who can have no other merit in 
his eyes but my own tenderneſs, and the paſſion 
of a young man of eighteen years of age. How can 
ſo fooliſh a hope as this contribute to my tran- 
| quillity? And have not 1 told you, that even his 
conſent will be in vain? I am not made like moſt 
; women, for I would not owe my fortune to my 
4 love. The Marquis muft ſacrifice his fortune to 
c me, and though it is the greateſt mark of tender- 
7 neſs he can give me, I ſhall never be happy in 
4 enjoying a good fortune which coſts him ſo dear. 
f But (replies Donna Eliza) will you be the firſt 
, woman whoſe fortune a lover has made ? Don't 
v we ſee ſuch things happen every day? Beſides, 
4 where 1s the vaſt diſtance betwixt your quality 


= and that of the Marquis? If you want fortune, 
2 you have birth; and muſt the charms of the 
on yoith and Leaury you poſſeſs go for nothing! 
b. You would have the advantage of the Marquis, 
4h ſhould you to all theſe accompliſhments of body 
i and mind join thoſe of a fortune. Ought he not 
far to pay ſomewhat for being beloved by you? Be- 
TY lieve me, a rich lover ſhould be very well fatis- 
tr hed 1f his riches help him to the poſſeſſion of 
Þ an amiable woman; and if he is a man of ho- 
80 nour, he will be ſenſible that what he beſtows is 
1 of le's value than what he receives. No, no, (re. 
** plied Donna Diana with a ſigh) your reaſons will 
ime never perſuade me, I foreſee too well the conſe- 
If quences of following the dictates of my own in- 
will clination which I am determined to vanquiſh how- 
ou: ever dear it coſts me; and ſince it is decreed that 
his I mutt be unhappy, it is better for me to do this 
the violence upon myſelf, than to expoſe myſelf to 
ope, pains that may afterwards prove incurable. Icant . 
fe- conceive where theſe pains lie, ſays Donna Eliza. 
fine You cannot conceive them! (ſaid the tender Diana) 


s it poſſible that the paſſion of a ſprightly young 
man like the Marquis will be conſtant? I am 
willing 
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willing to believe that his paſſion is fincere at pre. 
ſent, becauſe poſſibly it is the firſt time he has ever 
had reaſon to be in love. Granting that he ſhall 
marry me even with his father's conſent; Will not 
his paſſion ſoon decay ? Will he not Toon perceive 
that he has done too much for me, and perhaps 
treat me with indifference aud contempt ? Then l, 
who am conſcious to what pitch I love, I, whoſc 
paſſion increaſes every moment I ſee him, muſt die 
with grief, and have no other remedy for my def. 

pair but death. 
| When ſhe had finiſhed theſe words, the Marquis 
could not contain himſelf any longer, he haſtily o- 
pened tne door of the clotet, and without minding 
that he might diſoblige his Miſtreſs or Donna 
Eliza by taking the liberty to overhear them, he 
threw himſeif at their knees, and begged that they 
would patiently attend to what he had to ſay. | 
ſhould be ata loſs to recount his difcourſe, though 
I took care every night, while we were upon our 
travels, to mark dow the moſt intereſted circum- 
ſtances that paſſed that day. Never did love ex- 
preſs itſelf with ſuch a grace and eloquence, nor 
in a more tender and affecting wanner. Donna 
Diana could not reſiſt it, ſhe could not even hinder 
herſeli from taking hold of his hand, and of keep- 
ing it within hers for upwards of half an hour. 
At laſt, the peace was made up, and they agreed 
to live with one another eternally. The Marquis 
promiſed to ſend off his Valet de Chambre to Pa- 
ris, in order to procure the conſent of the duke 
his father. He aſſured his miſtreſs that his father 
loved him too tenderly to refuſe him his conſent, 
eſpecially if he knew that his life depended upon 
it. He likewiſe engaged me to promiſe, that! 
would ſend a leiter along with his, bearing wil 
neſs of Donna Diana's merit. I could not refuſe 
him this ſatis faction, as I knew in what ters to 
write; ſo we ſtayed an hour with the Couti de 
Mancenez, We agreed with Donna Diana fo * 
| her 
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her every afternoon at his houſe, where ſhe was to 


come earlier for the future, that we might paſs ſome 
a time with her before the arrival of the ladies, 
0 who commonly viſited Donna Eliza after dinner. 
e The Marquis was ſo well ſatisſied with his good 
£ fortune, and ſo impatient to ſend off Le Brun to 
Paris, that he was for going home directly, and 
» finiſhing his diſpatches that very night. I put him 
c in mind that we had promiſed to pay a viſit to the 
8 Marquis de Leyda, and that it was now time to go; 
: he conſented to this but unwillingly. We did 
2 not find the Marquis at home ; but as we were 


oing home we ſaw the Duke de St. Aignon com- 
'S ing in his coach from the country, When he 
ſaw us he did us the honour to ſalute us, which 


- made me reſolve immediately to go and pay him 
our compliments, He received us with a great 
£ deal of civility, and the Marquis's intrigue was 
5 the only reaſon why we did not diſcover ourſelves 
5 to him; I thought it was better to do it when the 
1 mind of the Marquis ſhould be more at eaſe, 
5 From thence we went to viſit Don Juan de Paſtri- 
pF no, being a viſit in his debt, I obſerved an air of 
* conſtraint about him in the reception he gave u: 
60. could not at that time gueſs the reaſon of it, but 
B we knew it but too well ſome time after. The laſt 
Me” viſit we paid that afternoon, was to the Duke de 
5 Monalto, who kept us to ſupper, and entertained 
pa. us with a thouſand different ſubjects, with which 
05 1 don't deſign to ſwell theſe memoirs. , 
* 1 was obliged to yield to the inſtances of the 
755 Marquis when we returned to Don Porterra's; he 
pon was poſſitive that he would write to the Duke his 
. father before he went to bed. 1 wrote likewiſe, 
15 and we ordered Le Brun to prepare to ſet out for 
riſe Paris next day: My letters contained only an 
EY account of what had happened to us fince we came 
F* to Spain, I informed him of the Marquis's paſh- 
) ſee on, 1ts riſe, circumſtance, exceſs, and how fruitleſs 


my endeavours to prevent it had been ; I did not 
| | conceal 
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conceal the bad ſituation of Donna Diana's affairs, 
but made ſuch a picture of her perfections, as ſa- 
tisfied the Marquis; and indeed it was im poſſible 
to praiſe that agreeable young lady too much, and 
difficult to praiſe her enough. 1 ended my letter 
with begging the Duke to let us know his plea- 
ſure. I believe (added I) that conſidering the con- 
dition the Marquis is in, he muſt be at leaſt treat- 
ed with indulgence, and permitted to hope; for 
I don't think that he can be reclaimed by ſeveri- 
ty. Time, abſence, and your goodneſs will con- 
tribute to his cure. I did not read theſe laſt lines 
to the young lover, whoſe heart was entirely 
diſcovered in his letter, which was ſhort, but of 
a vivacity agreeable to his character. Perhaps 
ku reader will not be diſpleaſed to fee a copy of it 
ere, 

% Any other Son in my fituation would have 
« reaſon to dread the ſeverity of a Father, but! 
* know well how much I may hope from the in- 
% dulgence of mine; and if the reſpe& and at- 
«© fetion | have for him is unbounded, it is ow- 
ing to himſelf, as his tenderneſs and goodneſs 
for me are the ſame. Would fo amiable a Fa- 
«© ther wiſh for the death of ſo reſpectful a Son? 
« Yes, Sir, my life depends upon one Word un- 
« der your hand! 1 love with a paſſi:n greater 
than ever man loved. Monſieur de Renoncour 
* will imform you, that Heaven never formed 2 
creature more charming than herl love. I throw 
© my heart at your feet, and conjure you to ap- 
„ prove of my paſſion. If you do not hear me. to 
* what deſpair ſhall I be reduced? The firſt poſt 
„ that comes from this, will bring you an ac- 
* count of my death, I will open the letter w.th 
* which you ſhall honour me, with a trembling 
hand; if I be ſo unfortunate as to find it con 
trary to my hopes, I ſhall, by piercing my own 
«© heart, prove to you with what ſubmiſſion and 
« reſpet, Iam, &c.“ 
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I told him, (laughing, after he had read his 
letter to me) That there was a little folly in 


his paſſion, and that people in ſo good health as 


he enjoyed, did not ſpeak of putting themſelves to 
death at every other turn. What do you mean, 
(replied he) I am no longer myſelf! Life is no 
pleaſure to me, but that I may livefor Donna Diana, 
Che force of love is never known till the moment 
that it is felt. And you, my dear papa (added he) 
bave not I heard you ſay that 1a the abbey de ? 
you would have given yourſelf a thouſand deaths, 
after the death of your ſpouſe, if your friends had 
not held your hands? And how can I pretend to 
be wiſer than you? You are malicious (anſwer'd I) 
to produce my weakneſs, that you may authorize 
your own; I did not believe that you would have 
remembered what 1 told three months ago to the 
Duke your father, and I can eaſily ſee, that it is 
upon that you ground your preſuming upon my 
indulgence, You muſt know, however, that there 
is a great difference between juſt regret for the loſs 
of a wife, and deſpair for not obtaining a mi- 
ſtreſs. The one may bevery pardonable; when the 
other is inexcuſable. All exceſs is vice; and if any 
thing can excuſe it, it is the innocence of the cauſe, 
An affection like yours will ceaſe to be confined 
within the bounds of reaſun. This is the wa 
(added I) how you are to judge of my paſt and your 
preſent exceſs of paſſion, Mine may be in ſome 
meaſure excuſed by the nature of my affection, 
which was entirely juſtifiable; but yours plainly 
proves your paſſion to be criminal, becauſe love 
produces no exc:iſes while its cauſes are innocent. 
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ACE M 1 '8 


OF THE 
Marquis de 


BOOK VIII. 


HE departure -of 'Le Brun made the Mar- 

1 quis very calm, as I hoped to be myſelf, at 
leaſt till his return: for ſome time we continued 
our morning exerciſes with a great deal of regula- 
rity and e We commonly went imme- 
diately after dinner to the Count de Mancenez's 
houſe, where we paſſed an hour or two with Donna 
Diana and Donna Eliza. Whenever company came 
in, we left them without letting ourſelves be ſeen, 
and we ſpent the reſt of the day in parties of walk- 
ing and pleaſure. We had the honour, in the re- 
tinue of the French embaſſador, to ſalute the king, 
and ſome time after, to kiſs the Queens hand, in 
company with other Gentlemen and Ladies of the 
Court, on her Majeſty's birth-day. The mourn- 
ing was laid aſide for that day, and the Count paſ- 
ſed it in rejoicings. The Marquis de —_— * 
uke 
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Duke de Monalto, Don Antonio de Valle, lieute- . 


tenant-general and governor of Saragoſſa,. and the 
Marquis de Grimaldo himſelf, with many other 
noblemen, loaded us with a great deal of civility 
and marks of friendſhip, though they were only 
acquainted with the Marquis on the footing of a 
Gentleman of diſtinction. In one word, we were 
beginning to be ſatisfied with Madrid and the Spa- 
niſh Court, when a fantaſtical adventure plunged 
us into a thouſand difficulties. I am obliged to 
trace the thing a little back. 
Some days after the departure of Le Brun, we 
went about ſeven o'clock in the evening to the 
Duke de St. Aignan's, where we ſpent the after- 
noon in play. We were met in the ſtreet by 
a young man, Whoſe cloaths were but very indit- 
ferent, who knew the Marqu's, and ſaluted him 
by his true name. The Marquis, when he looked 
upon him, remembered that he had ſeen him at 
the college, where they had been ſchool-fellows. 
Briſſant, ſaid he, What are you doing at Madrid 
in ſo wretched a plight? He anſwered, That we 
ſaw but one part of his miſery ; that he was there 
without a ſixpence in his pocket, and that he 
had come to Madrid in hopes of finding ſome 
French gentleman who would take him 1nto his 
ſervice, and carry him back to France. the Mar- 
quis having nobody but Deſchamps to wait upon 
him as a Valet de Chambre in abſence of Le Brun, 
told me who this Briſſant was, and begged of me to 
take him into our ſervice; to which I willingly 
conſented : So we directly returned home on his ac- 
count, and put him into one of Le Brun's ſuits, till 
ſuch time as we could provide him in new cloaths. 
He eat like a man who had been famiſhed, and af- 
ter he had recovered himſelf from his fatigue, he 
came into the chamber where we were ſupping. 
The Marquis in the mean time had told me, that 
though Briſſant was five or ſix years older than 
him, they had ſpent five years together in the 
' | N ſame 
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{ame claſs, that he was always diſtinguiſhed for hi- 
genius, and as he was thought to be don of a very 
good family, it was ſuprizing to ſee him in ſo bad 
a plight. I gueſſed by his figure, when I ſaw him 
in better order, that he-had had education, and did 
not want for genius. He was well-ſhaped, his com- 
plection very much ſun burnt, his air was delicate, 
ber with a great deal of impudence in it. Briſſant, 
ſays the Marquis to him, I appoint you my Valet 
de Chambre till Le Brun returns; but I want firſt to 
know by what adventure we have met with you 
Here in ſo pitiful a condition? PFriſſant obeyed, 
and gave us his hiſtory in the following terms. 

A roving inclination, and a defire to ſee neigh- 
'bouring countries, made me leave Paris about ſe- 
ven or eight months ago. Underſtanding that the 
Marquis de Durazzo, Envoy extraordinary from 
the Republick of Genoa, had obtained his au— 
dience of leave at Verſailles, I thought that was a 
lucky opportunity, and ſtole a thouſand crowns 
from my father, to defray the expences of my 
voyage. I next equipped myſelf very handſomely, 
and waited upon the Marquis de Durazzo, beg- 
ging him, that he would be ſo good as to allow me 
the honour of going in his retinue to Genoa, The 
Marquis taking me for a young Gentleman that 
deſired to ſee the world, conſented, and according- 
I; t ſet out along with him. I had hired a ſervant 
at Paris, whom I met with as I was coming from 
the Marquis de Durazzo's houſe. He told me, 
that he underſtood that 1 deſigned to travel into 
Italy, and he had come to offer me his ſervice. 
The fellow had a very good appearance, his name 
was Andredi, and he was an Itatian, He under- 
Rood fortification, and drew very well. Put tho” 
he might have got a very good livelihood by his 
gualifications, I foand afterwards, that he was 
obliged to leave Paris that he might eſcape the 
hands of juſlice He ated the man of honour and 
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robity ſo naturally, that one would never have 


taken him for a rogue. After we were come to 
Genoa, being willing to keep up the airs of qua- 
lity with which I ſet out, my purſe was ſoon 
drained. Andredi, who had more experience than 


1, perceiving that I was become melancholy, eaſi- 


ly gueſſed at the cauſe, and hinted as much to 
me. I was not unacquainted with his addreſs, nor 
diſſatisfied with the affeQion he expreſſed; fo 1 
reſolved to own the whole truth. 

He aſked me if I had any money at all left, A- 
bout fifty crowns (anſwered I) but 1 owe more, 
Your debt (replied he) is but a trifle ;. let us leave 
Genoa, there 1s no occaſion for you to give your 


creditors notice of your departure. Malta 1s be- 


ſieged by the Turks, and the knights repair to it 
from all quarters, Let us take advantage of theſe 


commotions, and endeavour to make a bubble of. 


ſome one or other. I told him, that being with- 


out money, I had not impudence enough to kee 
company with men of quality, who would ſoon fee 
through our deſign. Whereupon he ſaid, that if 


he were not afraid of diſpleaſing me, he would 
make another propoſal, which he thought would. 
do very well. L preſſed him to diſcover it; and 
he told me, that if I would put the money that ſtill 
remained to me, in his hands, and lend him my 
cloaths, which fitted him very well, he would 
conduct me to Malta without any danger, and put 
me in a way of living there without any difficulty. 
After ſome heſitation, neceſſity obliged me to ac- 
cept of this propoſal ; ſo we changed ranks, and 
from the maſter I-became the ſervant. Andredi 


managed our flight ſo dextrouſly, that we got on 


board the hip without being diſcovered, and land- 
ed ſafe at Malta, They were then juſt expecting 
to be attacked by the Turks, which made them 
keep a very ſtrit guard, We were examined upon 
the reaſons of our coming to Malta, and 4ndredi 
demanded that we ſhould be conducted to the 
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Grand Maſter, whoſe name was Don Perallos de 
Roccafoul. I admired the aſſurance with which he 
declared that he was an engineer; and that, hav. 
ing acquired ſome reputation in that art, he came 
to offer his ſervice to the Order, which he heard 
was threatened by the Turks. The Great Maſter 
thanked him for his good will, and talked to him 
about fortification. Finding that he underſtood it 
very well, he gave orders that we ſhould be treated 
with diſtindtion. Some knights were named to 
ſhew us the new works that were raifing round the 
city, eſpecially the La Valette, which they had 
been at great pairs to fortify. Andredi talked 
upon every thing he ſaw with ſo great capacity, 
that he gained the admiration of all who hea d 
him; be pointed out ſome places that were weak, 
and gave excellent inſtructions for fortifying them. 
Every body owned, he did conſiderable ſervice, 
and it was promiſed him, he ſhould have no rea- 
ſon to be diſſatis fied with the generoſity of the Cr- 
der. We formed betwixt us a thouſand flattering 
projects, founded upon the eſteem of the Great 
Maſter and the knights. One evening, when An- 
dredi came to our lodging, I perceived ſuch an 
air of dejection about him, that it frightened me. 
We are ruined (ſaid h) ve muſt quit Malta this 
inſtant; I have juſt now ſeen a knight, whom J 
once ſerved as his Valet de Chambre, and robbed 
him of his watch and money; if he knows me, I 
am undone, His diſcourſe made me turn pale, 
and we left the city that night, to go in ſearch of 
ſome ſhip that was ready to ſail. We met one 
very luckily, which was to carry ſome merchan- 
dize to Napoli di Romania, and we were admitted 
as paſſengers for a trifle. Andredi perceived on 
the voyage, that the captain of the ſhip was a bru- 
tal fellow, and that the crew was much diſſatis fied 
with his ſeverity. Upon this, he formed a deſign 
that was worthy of himſelf; which was to gain 


over the mariners to decla e him maſter of the 
| vellcl. 
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veſſel. He ſucceeded eafier than he expected, for 
as ſoon as he was ſure of the mariners, he ſtabbed 
the captain in broad day, and threw his body into 
the ſea, We came aſhore at a little town not much 
frequented, upon the coaſt of the Morea, and the 
cargo was divided with great exactneſs. Andre- 
di then propoſed to the ſailors, that he ſhould put 
to ſea again, and turn Pirate; to which they all 
agreed. He made us ſteer our courſe to Raguſ:, 
where he himſelf was born, in order there to 
ſell our merchandizes, and to purchaſe a veſſel of 
a conſiderable force. All this was done very ſuc- 
ceſsfully. We then began to lead the moſt unhap- 
py life in the world, As Andre 1 knew the coaſts, 
we made deſcents in the night time, tothe number 
of four and twenty, well armed and deſperate. 
We next knocked at the door of fome houſe, 
which ſeemed the handſomeſt of any upon the 
ſpot. Andredi appeared by himſelf, and always 
Gand means to get admittance. We then ſeized 
upou nothing but money, either coined orin plate. 
As ſoon as a houſe was pillaged, Andredi left 
three men in it, in order to binder any noiſe or re- 
ſiſtance, while we went and did the ſame with five 
or ſix other houſes. Thus in a month, we gained 
more than 30, oo l. without reckoning a vaſt quan- 
tity of ſpoons, forks, knives, cups, and other 
filver plate. One day as we had landed in order 
to take in ſome freſh water, we perceived from the 
height of the coaſt a very handſome caſtle, which 
flood in a remote place; Andredi immed ate'y or- 
dered us not to advance. There is a prey (ſaid he) 
deſtined for us, let us go on board eil night. He 
then diſpatched two of our company without arms, 
who were to take a view of the avenues into the 
caſtle; they returned with the neceſſary informati- 


ons, and we waited till night. All of us then 


went aſhore, we were about thirty in all, and 
without any noiſe arrived at the gate of the caſtle; 
Andredi knocked, but notwithſtanding all his ad- 

dreſs, 


. 
. 
LN 

+4 

- 


2 , i. 
r 


. I” 
rr 


3 


— 


* waz 


Op F _— * OY 
4 . +4 As -4 <_ * - * 2 
PE 


1 


" —_— 
<< 2» * 
20, ( 


- 4. * VS Wu. « 5 2 
„ RL. EAST a. £44 Cas 


n 


. 


_ 8 », 7 2 
n 


2zz MEMOIRS of @ 


dreſs, he could not get them to open the door. The 
porter was poſitive not to open to any one after 
night fell ; ſo we reſolved to force it open, which 
was done in an inſtant : but the noiſe awaked the 
maſter of the houſe, his three ſons, and five or fix 
domeſticks, who having time to arm themſelves, 
came to oppoſe us. 'They defended themſelves 
very bravely, and killed two of our men. But at 
laſt, rage made us attack them ſo deſperately, that 
we cut every one of their throats. This was the 
firſt time that Andredi made us ſhed any blood. 
We then went through all the chambers without 
any oppoſition, and we found a ſtrong box, the 
plate, and a great deal of plunder. As we were 
preparing to depart, Andredi told us, Gentlemen 
(ſaid he) it is now a little late, and we ſhall be 
very ſafe though we ſtay here all night ; take my 
advice, and let us ſearch the kitchen and cel- 
lars for ſomewhat to make merry with. Upon 
this, ſome went to the kitchen, and 1 went with 
Andredi and four others to the cellar, the door of 
which we were obliged to force open, becauſe we 
had not the key. As ſoon as we entered, we heard 
ſome terrible ſhrieks, which obliged us to betake 
again to our ſwords, The cries redoubled, and 
all our companions hearing us, came to join us 
with their arms. In ſhort, after we advanced a 
little, we ſaw three women half naked, who threw 
themſelves upon their knees before us, begging 
their lives; which the robbers promiſed them, 
and raiſed them from the ground. This was the 
daughter of the maſter of the houſe whom we had 
killed, her chamber-maid, and another maid. 
They had been frightened at the noiſe when we firſt 
broke into the houſe, and had retired into the 
cel'ar, believing them(clves to be there in the moſt 
ſafety ; but we cauſed them to go up ſtairs along 
with us. Andredi left the chambermaid and the 
other. maid to the ſailors, but finding the lady 
handſome, he kept her for his wife. Ee . 
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them to take all their cloaths along with them, 
and they were all carried off with the reſt of the 
plunder, after we had been two or three hours at 
table. To add to this barbarity, ſome of our com- 
rades, who were half drunk, as they were going 
away, ſet fire to the Caſtle in all the places where 
the flame could be moſt eafily communicated. We 
then went back to the ſea-coaft, and going imme- 
diately on board, we ſoon loſt fight of land. 

I own to you (continued Briſſant) that this ad- 
venture ſtruck me with horror; and I began to 
reflect upon the kind of life in which I had been 
engaged. Andredi appeared an execrable wretch 
in my eyes, and our companions ſo many devils, 


to whom the moſt cruel puniſhment would have 


been too merciful. From thenceforth, I reſolved 
to leave them, and caſt about for the means of do- 
ing it. I could eaſily have eſcaped myſelf, but I 
was willing to deliver the young lady, whom they 
had carried off from the Caſtle, out of the hands 
of theſe Ruffians. Andredi appeared paſſionately 
in love with her, and wanted to marry her ſolemn- 


ly; that is to ſay, to exchange vows with her in 


the preſence of all the crew: for you may eaſily 
judge we had no prieſts N. us His deſign in 
this, was to procure himſelf reſpect from the reſt of 
the Pirates, and to cut off the — which any of 
them might entertain of having the young Lady 
for himſelf, The day was appointed for the cere- 


mony ; we were to land in ſome place of ſafety, 


and there to ſolemnize the marriage with an ex- 
travagance of joy. The melarcholy of the poor 
young Lady gave me a ſenſible concern, and I 
found means to ſnatch a moment to whiſper to her 
without being perceived. Madam, (ſaid 1} I have 
only two words to ſay, and hear them attentively : 
I am reſolved to quit the company of theſe ruffians : 
if you incline to fly with me, mind well what I 
do, and I will give you the ſignal when it is time 
to follow me, My. youth, and my manner, which 
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haps was ſofter than thoſe of the other barbarians, 
convinced her of my fincerity : and ſhe anſwered 
me (joining her hands together) that ſhe would 
then look upon me as her God and her Saviour, 
We were at that time in the open ſea, and in fair 
weather, which made me much doubt of the ſuc. 
ceſs of my deſign; but Heaven, who had a mind 
to ſave the honour of the Lady, was pleaſed that 
the wind ſhould throw us in a few hours upon the 
iſle of Corſica, above the town of Baſtia, where 
there was a fine landing-place. We agreed to go 
aſhore, and Andredi himſelf was the firſt who pro 
poſed that we ſhould ſpend the night in a little 
wood, which was about a band paces diſtant 
from the ſea We then brought viQuals aſhore to 
that place, which we found fo charming, that next 
day was appointed for the marriage. The rejoi- 
cings began that very evening, and during the 
time that I was encouraging my companions to 
drink, I took care to keep myfelf ſober. They all 
feel aſleep pretty early in the night, and the Lady 
was put into a bed, which was fitted up for her by 
Andredi's orders, who told her in a gallant manner, 
mat next night be hoped to ſhaee it with her, for 
de had ſuffered a great deal from his paſſion theſe 
two days paſt. His manners were not always thoſe 
of a pirate, for, excepting fome little familiarities 
which ſhe was obliged to *. with, he treated her 
with a great deal of regard. 1 ſlipped ſoftly in to 
der, a; ſoon as I thought my companions were a- 
fleep, and took her by the hand, which did not at 
all alarm her, becauſe ſhe waited for me She roſe 
without making any noiſe ; and we ſtruck up the 
wood towards the country, for fear of being diſco- 
vered by the centinel, whoſe poſt was not above 
thirty or forty paces diſtant. The wood was not 
very thick, _ in about a quarter of an hour we 
luckily got clear of it. I was always encouraging 
her to make as much haſte as ſhe could. We then 
dd to the left along the ſea-coaft, becauſe 1 _ 
. me 
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ſame of the crew ſay, that Baſtia lay within four or 
five leagues towards that quarter. But we had 
ſcarce walked one, when the Lady, who had born 
up till now with a great deal of courage, told me, 
that it was impoſſible for her to walk a * farther. 
You muſt do what you can (anſwered I) for we are 
yet expoſed to be purſued, and it will be very un- 
ſafe for us to halt here. Alas, (replied ſhe) then 
deprive me of life, for I am not able to walk one 
ſtep further! She then ſat down upon the ground, 


and trembled ſo as to inſpire Ivy e I gbſerv- 


ed, notwithitanding the darkneſs, that ſhe wanted 
ſhoes. Andredi had ordered them to be taken a- 
way when ſhe went to bed, and the fear of making 
a noiſe had prevented her from looking for them 
when ſhe aroſe. I told her, that certainly ſhe muſt 
ſuffer a great deal by walking in ſuch a condition 
through ſo many troubleſome paths. She aſſured 
me that ſhe found an inexpreſſible pain, and that 
ſhe believed her feet were all over blood. At laſt, 
as it was dangerous to ſtay there, I propeſed that I 
ſhould take her upon my ſhoulders ; and according- 
ly carried her in that manner for about a league, 
and then I began to loſe my ftrength. I then aſk- 
ed her, if ſhe was able to rel eve me a little by walk- 
ing. Upon her anſwering .me that ſhe would do 
her beſt, I lent her my ſhoes, and walked bare- 
footed myſelf, ſupporting her with my hand below 
her arm, When day began to break, we perceiv- 
ed ſome houſes which ſeemed to form a village ; 
and we walked towards it that we might meet with 
ſome ſuccour. But it was too late for my poor 
companion, who fell down all at once; and when 
I was raiſing her up to take her upon my ſhoulders, 
ſhe told me that ſhe was dying, that ſhe deſpaired 
of being able to proceed any farther, What Ma- 
dam! (ſaid I) will you deſpair now, when we 
have not above five hundred paces to walk ? Cou- 


rage! I will rather loſe my life than abandon you. 


I am dying (anſwered ſhe with a feeble voice.) 
Ho 
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How cruel is my fate! Alas! what have I com- 
mitted, that Heaven ſhould treat me with ſo much 
rigour! Oh my God! have pity on my foul. 1 
took her by the hand, and ſhe graſped mine, as if 
it had been to thank me for my ſervices, but expi- 
red the next moment. I was ſo touched, and fo 
weakened, that I thought to breathe my laſt like. 
wiſe. But the freſhneſs of the morning, and ſome 
moments repoſe which I took, having recovered 
me a little, I loaded myſelf with the dead body, 
and carried it to the village, where I gave ſome 
money to the curate to have it interred. Though 
J had not been able to carry off my part of the 
lunder, which was aboard the ſhip locked up in 
the common ftrong box, | had taken care to ſe- 
cure me twenty ducats, which had done me great 
ſervice. They told me in the village, that I was 
but three leagues from Baſtia. Upon this, I hired 
a mule from a peaſant, who conducted me thither 
about ten of the clock in the morning, This city 
1s the capital of Corfica, and receives a governor 
from the republic of Genoa, to which it is ſubject. 
I repoſed myſelf there for ſome days, till a veſſel 
ſhould offer. The firſt that ſet ſail was a ſhip be- 
longing to Majorca, freighted for Palma. I ac- 
cepted of this opportunity of repaſſing into France. 
We had a quick and a happy voyage; but as we 
were ſailing a little inadvertently, we fell in with 
a ſquadron commanded by the Chevalier d Asfield, 
who had left Barcelona that he might reduce this 
city to the obedience of King Philip, againſt whom 
it held out in favour ef the Arch Duke of Auftria, 
Our ſhip was ſeized upon, and we were forced to 
go along with the fleet. The Chevalier d'Asfield 
deſigned at firſt to make a deſcent upon on 
the ſide of Palma, where the rebels were; but the 
wind chopping about, he held to the north, The 
Count Leſcherenne, who was Marſhal de Camp, 
was ordered to take a view of the coaſts, and of 
the heights, and upon the report which he m_ 
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that the enemies did not appear, the troops began 
to debark about five a clock at night, and about 
ten or eleven they all landed without any oppoſi- 
tion. The bay was called Calaferrara, and I wag 
allowed to make the deſcent in quality of a French 
paſſenger. ? ; 
I inlifted myſelf in a regiment of marines ; we 
marched towards Alcudia continues Briſſant, who 
was willing to continue his warlike adventures) 
This is a pretty ſtrong city, lying on the Eaſt fide 
of the iſland, about ſeven leagues diſtant from Pal. 
ma. The Chevalier d'Asfield failed before, with 
the detachment in which I was, while the reſt of 
his troops followed him with all diligence, When 
he appeared the inhabitants forced the. governor 
and the garriſon, conſiſting of about three or four 
hundred men, to ſurrender at diſcretion, with two 
and fifty pieces of cannon, and a great deal of 
ammunitiq; and proviſions. We then marched to 
the capital, which made no reſiſtance. My Lord 
Forbes aud a German officer came out to treat of 
the terms of ſurrendering, but they were ſo unrea- 
ſonable on their fide, that they were rejected. The 
artillery, that had been brought aſhore at the bay 
of Porras, was ordered ta advance. When every 
thing was diſpoſed for an attack, Don Rubi, a Spa- 
niſh Colonel, who commanded 1n the place, of- 
fered to capitulate. Before any anſwer could be 
given them, a body of Troops from the city at- 
tacked the French Brigade of Beauvoiſſe, but it 
was vigorouſly pulled with ſome- loſs, The 
Chevalier d'Asfield ſent a trumpet to ſummon them 
to ſurrender, under pain of their being all put to 
the ſword. In the evening Don Rubi ſent out an 
officer with ſome articles of capitulation, which he 
inſiſted upon, and were granted by the Chevalier. 
1 he garriſan, conſiſting of about fifteen hundred 
Germans, were to be tranſported to Sardinia, and 
we found about 200 pieces of artillery in the m_ 
(57 
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The war being ended almoſt as ſoon as begun, 
T left the regiment of marines, but with very little 
money in my pocket. I offered my ſervice to a 
Spaniſh officer, who was going to Cadiz, and pro- 
miſed me very good wages ; but not being able to 
touch a ſixpence of his money for two or three 
months that I was with him at Cadiz, I reſolved to 
come to Madrid, where you have been fo good ag 
to receive me. 
- You may eaſily judge by the character which he 
drew of himſelf, that Briſſant ſoon became the 
Marquis's confident. He was employed in all his 
commiſſions, and nothing pleaſed him but what 
came through his hands. It is cuſtomary in Spain 
for the lovers to give their miſtreſſes ſerenades in 
the night time in the ſtreets; thoſe of Madrid re- 
found with guitars and ſach like inſtruments. The 
Marquis thinking himſelf obliged to conform to 
the Spaniſh taſte, perſormed this piece of gallantry 
to Donna Diana. If he had ſpoke of it to me, 
perhaps I ſhould have been complaiſant enough to 
have granted him this ſatisfaQtion ; but he was a- 
fraid that I would be againſt it, and Briſſant alone 
was honoured with his confidence. He lay inſtead 
of Le Brun, in thecloſet adjoining to the Marquis's 
chamber. They went every evening out together 
when I was aſleep, and paſſed two or three hours in 
the ſtreets of Madrid with a company of mulicians, 
When they came back, they took ſuch precautions, 
that neither Don Porterra nor I ſuſpeQed any thing 
of the matter. Donna Diana herſelf was ignorant 
from whence the muſic came; for that wiſe young 
Lady, who was ſo full of tenderneſs for her young 
lover, would have diſapproved of ſuch an extrava- 
gance, which both expoſed. him to dangers, and 
might be prejudicial to his health. One night, 
after he had ſereuaded Donna Diana under ber 
window for a long time, the Marquis took it in 


his head to treat his good friend Donna Eliza * 
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the ſame diverſion I have already obſerved, that 


Don Juan de Paſtrino was in love With her, and 
perhaps being informed that we paſſed ſome hours 


'every day at the Count de Mancenez's houſe, our 


viſits had made bim jealous. I have entertain- 


ed this thought ſince that time, reflecting upon 


the coldneſs of our reception when we paid him a 
viſit, Whatever was in this, he happened to be 
in the ſame ſtreet where Donna Eliza lived, when 
the Marquis came to ſerenade her. And jealouſy 
petting the better of his reaſon, he and another of 


his friends fell upon the muſicians that were with 


the Marquis. The Marquis, and Briſſant, who by 


good fortune had a ſword, and could handle it _y 


dextrouſly, oppoſed him, and the two Spaniar 
behaved very bravely. Don Juan gave the Mar- 
quis a home thruſt, but at the ſame time received 
one himſelf, which laid him dead on the ground. 
Briſſant parried with the other, who ſeeing his 
friend without motion, run off, and the muficians, 
who had retired for fear, came back: The Mar- 
quis ſupported himſelf for ſome time on his feet, 
but his ſtrength ſoon failed him, and he fell to the 
ground ſenſeleſs. | | | 
The reader may judge what my ſurprize was, 
when he was brought to me in that condition. I 


Lelieved at firſt that he was dead, and being haſti- 


ly awaked by thoſe who brought him home, aſto- 
niſhment and grief put me into one of the moſt 
frightful ſituations that ever I experienced in m 
life, Is he dead ? (faid I to Briffant, with a loo 
that made him tremble.) Alas! (anſwered he with 
tears in his eyes) I don't know, but I believe not. 
Villain, (ſaid I, endeavouring to throw myſelf up- 
on him) this moment ſhall be your laſt ; but I was 
topped. Don Porterra, who had been awaked 
with the noiſe, aroſe from bed, and poured ſome 
drops of Elixir into the Marquis's noſtrils, which 
made him ſhew figns of life, but his WW 
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bled, though they had taken care to bind it up 
with ſome pieces of his ſhirt which they had 
torn. At laſt, by the means of our care, and 
the ſtrong ſpirits we applied, he recovered his ſen- 
ſes, He opened his eyes, and ſeeing me, he 
ſtretched out his hand, but without being able to 
ſpeak: I embraced him tenderly, and begged of 
him to take courage. The ſurgeons came in a 
little after, and gave me ſome comfort, by aſſuring 
me that his wounds were not mortal, though very 
deep. I cauſed myſelf to be blooded immediately, 
and putting on my night-gown, I ſeated myſelf on 
the Marquis's bed-fide, 

After he was entirely come to himſelf, he beg- 


| ged that I would pardon all that had paſſed, and 
t 


at would not treat Briſſant ill; He has ſaved 
my life (ſaid he) and is no way in the fault. 1 
granted all that he defired, that I might make him 
eaſy. tie likewiſe begged the favour that [ would 
inform his dear Donna Diana, and the Count de 
Mancenez about him: I promiſed to do that, as 


ſoon as day appeared. Upon this he fell aſleep, 


and I ordered Briſſant to be called, who durſt not 
appear, and was packing up to march off; how- 
ever, he came at laſt. Briſſant (ſaid I) if I did 
you juſtice, I ſhould ſhut you up in a cage for the 
reſt of your days ; you are the cauſe of the misfor- 
tune that has happened, and your baſe advice has 
led the Marquis aftray ; if you don't inform me 
faithfully of all that you and he have been about 
fince you came to Madrid, and of what happened 
lat night, I give you my word I will treat you in 
ſuch a manner as ſhall make you wiſe ail the reſt of 
your life. He began with proteſting by a thouſand 


oaths, that he had no other hand in the Marquis's 


conduct than what his duty obliged him to, and 
that he had endeavoured as much as he could to 
diyert him from going abroad that night. He 
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fed was ſincere, the hiſtory of the, ſerenades, 
and the quarrel that happened. on Donna Eliza's 
account, together with the death of Don Juan 
de Paſtrino. I made him explain every cir- 
cumftance of the laſt misfortune, and when I un- 
derſtood that Don Juan was not by himſelf, and 
| that his friend had eſcaped without any wound, I 
; began to be afraid leſt the Marquis was known, 
and that the affair might be attended with very 
troubleſome conſequences ; whereupon I conſulted 
with Don Porterra, who knew the cuſtoms of 
Spain better than me. He anſwered me in a man- 
ner which made me ſtill more afraid. I then re- 
ſolved to find out the Duke de Monalto, upon 
whoſe friendſhip I depended a great deal. I cau- 
ſed him to be awaked, though it was not above 
four in the morning, and I laid my perplexity be- 
fore him, He was extremely ſurpriſed when he 
heard of Don Juan de Paſtrino's death; but when 
he knew in what manner ic had happened, he 
owned that he had been juſtly puniſhed. But, 
(faid he to me) his family is diſtinguiſhed, and 
will find powerful protectors; it will be very in- 
convenient ſhould the Marquis be arreſted in his 
2 condition, and if he does not retire it will 
e difiicult to prevent his being diſcovered, I of- 
fer him a retreat at my houſe, if you think he can 
be remoyed hither without being perceived ; but 
if you know of any place more ſecure, I adviſe you 
to retire to that. He then promi.ed me all his 
own, and all his friends credit to ſtop the purſuit of 
juſtice. After I had thanked him, I returned 
home, 
had firſt reſolved to convey the Marquis in a 
litter to the houſe of the Count de ————, who 
was Marſhal de Camp, governor of , and 
the grandſon of my grandfather, as I was of his. 
Though I had not ſeen him fince I came to Spain, 
I made no doubt but that we ſhould be very well 
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received, and that we ſhould find a n of ſafety 
upon his eſtate But when I entered the Marquis“ 
chamber, I found he was too weak to undergo the 
fatigue of a journey of 20 leagues. I truſted in 
Don Porterra, and communicated to him my diff. 
culty. He told me he had already foreſeen it, and 
that, without going very far, we might be very 
ſafe at Buen Reta, with Signior Don Inigo; 
That they could not diſturb us there without an 
expreſs warrant from the King, and that it would 
be eaſy for us to prevent them by the intereſt of 
our friends: beſides, perhaps it may never be 
known where we are, — 1 we may depend up- 
on the diſcretion of Don Inigo. Let us go then 
(faid I) immediately. He then wrote a ſhort notice 
to Signior Inigo to acquaint him of our coming, 
In the mean time, I ſent for a litter, into which I 

ut the Marquis, and we arrived at Buen Retiro, 

eing guided by Don Porterra, who knew all the 
bye roads. 

The good Inigo received us with great careſſes, 
and at the moment he received Don Porterra's 
letter, he had taken care to put his wife, his two 
daughters, and his maid out of the way, ſo that 
none but he and his Valet, if we had a mind, 
might be in the ſecret. But I refleQed, that it was 
impoſſible that we ſhould remain there concealed 
for any time from four-women, and that if they 
ſhould, contrary to our intentions, diſcover our 
fituation, they would believe themſelves leſs obli- 
ged to filence than if we had acquainted them 
with it of our own accord. I told Inigo that 
there was no occaſion to make any myſtery of our 
affairs to them, and that it was ſufficient if he 
would anſwer for their diſcretion. The Marquis 
was then put into a retired chamber, within the 

rand apartments, fo that it would have been dit- 

cult to have found him out without perfeQly 
knowing the place. I left none with him but 
Scoti, 
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Scoti, and returned with Don Porterra to the city. 
I next took care to ſend for the ableſt of the ſurge- 
ons who had firſt dreſſed his wound, and engaged 
him by a large preſent to go to Buen Retiro, and 
to keep himſelf concealed there in an apartment, 
until ſuch time as the Marquis ſhould be perfectly 
cured, The ſurgeon immediately ſet out, having 
furniſhed himſelf with what was neceſſary. I then 
went to prepoſſeſs in our favour ſuch of our friends 
as were moſt powerful and moſt capable to do us 
ſervice ; but 1 was ſtopped by the Count de Man- 
cenez, who came in. Seeing me alone, he aſked 
where his dear Marquis was. He is (faid I) in a 
bad enough ſtate, and I believe you are not igno- 
rant of his misfortune. I know (anſwered he) no 
more than all Madrid does as well as I, and I come 
hither to help him to defend himſelf, or to adviſe 
him to keep himſelf concealed. It is a very ſeri- 
ous affair, (added he) and I believe it will be pro- 
per for him to diſcover his birth to ſtop the violence 
of a proſecution. The relations of Paſtrino ſoli- 
cite all the tribunals ; it is true, that your friends 
and mine. ſerve you with zeal, but the King will 
never put a ſtop to the courſe of juſtice, except for 
ſome very ſtrong reaſon, ſuch as that of the know- 
ledge of the Marquis's name. I repreſented to the 
Count, that it was more inconvenient now than 
ever, to diſcover ourſelves. I hough theſe kind of 
adventurers (ſaid J) have nothing in them that 
's looked upon as diſhonourable, yet I ſhould 
be ſorry if the Marquis were obliged to his quality 
for extricating himſelf out of an intrigue. Let us 
be ſatisfied with employing our friends, and if you 
love me, employ all yours. He is in a place of 
fafety, and his wound is what gives me the great- 
eſt concern. The Count, who did not know of his 
being wounded, was greatly ſurprized; he preſſed 
me to let him know of the Marquis's retreat, that 
he might go and viſit him. I begged him to em- 
ploy the reſt of the day in ſoliciting his friends, as 
I would 
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farther, for that nobleman, who was full of friend. 


to viſit the Marquis de Leyda, the marquis de Gti- 
twelve guards were come to ſeize the perſon of the 


to drive to the Prado, where we diſmiſſed the equi- 


. the Marquis's joy, with whom we found 
Inigo's wife and his two daughters, The little 


Count and I ſupped upon the Marquis's bedſide. 
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I would do mine; and I aſſured him that we ſhould 
go together and paſs that night with the Marquis if 
e would do us the honour of a viſit 
I went ſtraight to the Duke de Monalto, and 
might have well excuſed myſelf from going any 


ſhip and eſteem for us, immediately aſſured me 
that we might be eaſy, and that our affair was 
made up. He then ſpoke of the Abbe N 2 
who had a great deal to ſay to the King, and who 
loved the French; perhaps he thinks be owes this 
piece of ſervice to the memory of the Duke de 
He has prepoſſeſſed his majeſty ſo 
much in your favour, by giving an exact repreſen. 
tation of the quarrel, that a great many lords, 
who were relations of Don Paſtrino having gone to 
court to beg for juſtice, his Majeſty told them 
Rainy, that he deſerved his fate ; and that it was 

is royal intention, that ſtrangers ſhvuld walk the 
fireets of Madrid without danger. I did not fail 


maldo, and ſome other perſons of diſtinction, who 
aſſured me, that they would do whatever lay in 
their power to ſerve the Marquis and me. When 
I returned home in the evening, 1 underſtood that 


Marquis ; but I only laughed at this, and looked 
upon it as an idle piece of ceremony. 

The Count de Mancenez came back to me ſoon 
after. I went into his coach, which we ordered 


Page, that we might walk by ourſelves on foot to 
uen Retiro, The preſence of the Count com- 


Donna Padrina, of whom 1 had already occaſion to 
ſpeak, was very well pleaſed to be with the Mar- 
qu; but when we came in, they retired, and tbe 


The converſation of courſe fell upon his dear Don- 
| 12 
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na Diana, whoſe abſence afflicted him more than 
his wound. He aſked'of the Count, if ſhe had 
ſhewed any figns of compaſſion when ſhe had heard 


of the danger he had been in. She gave herſelf {6 


much up to deſpair (ſaid the Count) that if I had 
not given her ſome comfort after I had ſeen Monſ. 
de Renoncour, I do not know how far her grief 
might have carried her. However, as ſhe was yet 
ignorant that you were wounded, I uſed a thou. 
ſand precautions in informing her of that circum. 
ſtance; at laſt, I perſuaded her that your” wound 
was but flight, and that you would be in a condi- 
ion to ſee her in a few days. I hope I ſhall (inter- 
rupted the Marquis ;) yet two days are two ages to 
me. However, I ſhall write to her to-morrow, 
and ſhall beg of mu dear Papa to deliver my letter 
himſelf. I promiſed him that I would, and he 
then aſked if Donna Eliza was not much incenſed 
at him, and much afflicted at the death of her lo- 
ver. She is as much afflicted as I, freplied the 
Count) that is to ſay, ſhe regrets a young man 
who, had it ft been for his fooliſh jealouſy, had 
wit and merit; but as ſhe never was very fond of 
him, her grief is not exceſſive; and ſhe ftill'conti- 
nues to be your friend. | | 

While we were converfing with that endearing 
familiarity which forms the charm of friendſhip, 
Inigo came to us in au amazement. and told us 
that we were betrayed, for that two Lords of the 
Court were at the gate, and demanded to ſpeak 
with me; that he knew them to be the Duke de 
onalto and the Abbe N ——, and that, 4bubr. 
I:ſs, they were come with an order from the King 
fo arreſt us. I fell a laughing when I heard him 
name the Duke de Monalto, and 1 begged of tlie 


Wood Inigo to compoſe himſelf: I then went down 


tairs to meet our two gueſts, not doubting but 
ney were come to pay a friendly vifit to the Mar- 
dars. The Duke did me the honour to embrace 
ne, and told dre that he had tome to r 

If 
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ſelf about my patient's health, of whom he had 
Ha ſo advantageous a character to the Abbe 
„as gave him a curioſity to come along 
with him in the ſame coach. I have nobody be- 
fide, (added he, in a low voice) but my Coach. 
man and a Valet, who are both very truſty fel- 
lows. I gave him all the marks of acknowledge. 
ment that were in my power for ſo extraordinary a 
favour, and they both walked into the Marquis's 
chamber, where the Duke was charmed to find 
the Count de Mancenez ; ſo we entered into a very 
friendly and polite converſation, 
The Abbe appeared to be about fifty years 
of age, of a middling ſtature, his complection was 
pale, and his perſon very homely; but his eyes 
were full of ſpirit and fire, He delivered himſelf 
very gracefully, and the turn of his expreſſion had 
ſomething in it very engaging, which made his 
diſcourſe always to be attended to with pleaſure, 
He told us a great many agreeable ſtories of his 
familiarity with M. L. D. D. It is no ſecret that 
he was born at Pl —, of a very mean extrafti- 
on; his father, if I be not miſtaken, being an oſtler, 
The D. D. had a taſte for his pleaſant bumour, 
and loved him ſo much that he called him no 
otherwiſe than his dear Abbe. He carried him 
long with him in his retinue during the war in Ita- 
ly, and brought him from thence to Spain. The 
Duke and an Italian Miſtreſs who followed him in 
man's cloaths, which diſguiſed her ſo well, that n0 
body knew her ſex, except the few who were inti- 
mately acquainted with the Duke, of which nun- 
ber was the Abbe de N , who being of: 
vaturally gay diſpoſition, uſed ſometimes to toy 
with her. The Duke perceived him one day but 
toniyg up her wailtcoat with too much freedom; 
Faith! Abbe (ſaid he) it is comical enough you 
ſhould divert my miſtreſs when I am abſent ; well 
with all my heart, ſuppoſe me to be ſo, and let n 
ſee how you would ; # wan The Abbe was b 
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. deal confounded at this, and did not know whe- 
I ther he was to take it in jeſt or earneſt. His per- 
8 lexity.diverted the Duke, who taking him by the 
of LEE Abbe (ſaid he) if you will not do it in my 


preſence, take care not to do it when I am abſent, 
for if I know it, we ſhall not be very good friends. 
When.the Abbe was leaving us, A gave us freſh 
aſſurances that the Marquis's affair ſhould have no 
farther conſequences, and that we might depend 
upon his care to make every thing eaſy. Howe- 
ever, (ſaid he) don't go to Madrid but with great 
caution, and be upon your guard againſt the geni- 
us of the Spaniards, who ſometimes revenge them- 
elves with their own hands. If you have 8 
that is very preſſing to detain you, I would adviſe 
you to leave Spain. The Marquis thanked him in 
the beſt manner he could, and ſhewed a very grate- 
ful ſenſe of his civilities. I thought the advice was 
very good, and we ſhould have ſaved ourſelyes an 
infinite deal of trouble had we followed it. But 
how could I get the Marquis, who minded nothing 
but his paſſion, to reliſh it? I returned next morn- 
ing to Madrid with the Count de Mancenez, and 
I found a letter from Paris lying for me at Don 
Porterra's houſe, They had been diſpatched be- 
fore Le Brun left France, and they only gave an 
account of the duke de ————, and all my fa- 
mily's being well. In the afternoon, I went to 
the Count's houſe, in hopes to ſee Donna Diana 
there, and to preſent her with the Marquis's letter. 
She was not yet arrived, but I begged of Donna 
Eliza to deliver it, and I ſet out on foot to Buen 
Retiro, While I was paſſing by the Prado, findin 
myſelf a little fatigued," I ſat down upon a beack 
to reſt myſelf: I was ſcarce ſeated, when two La- 
dies of pleaſure came up to me, and placed them- 
ſelves one on each fide of me. They ſpoke ſome 
words to me in Spaniſh, but when they found I 
made no anſwer, they aſked me in French, If I 
ipoke French, I anſwered drily, yes; and as mY 
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mind was entirely employed in melancholy reflec. 
tions, 1 did not ſpeak a word more. Far from be. 
ing put out of countehance by this, they began a 
very ſprightly pleaſant converſation, and the moſt 
comical circumſtance was, that being ſeared be. 
twixt the two, I was obliged to hear every word 
they ſaid to one another. After I had fat for a- 
bout a quarter of an hour, I roſe, and was 
forced to laugh in ſpite of myſelf. The Ladies 
kept me faſt by the cloaths, and aſked if 1 would 
give them any thing, at leaſt for their converſati. 
on: Having found their humour agreeable enough, 
I gave them a few Ryals, <= 

My mind was far from being eaſy, and I per. 
ceived yen, which preſaged ſome mis for- 
tune that was to happen to me. I walked by my 
ſelf upwards of an hour in the neighbourhood of 
Buen Retico, and the darkneſs of the night, Which 
now drew on, increaſed the melancholy caſt of my 
mind. What reflections did I not make! Great 
God! (ſaid I) thou haſt -puniſhed me for having 
left my ſolitude. I then recalled to my mind the 
agreeable tranquiltity I enjoyed in the Abbey de 
—, the innocence of the life I had led there, 
my fimple quiet diverſions ; and compared all theſe 
with the hurry and agitation in which I had lived 
almoſt ever fince I left France, I conſidered that 


- the Marquis was far'from being out of danger, and 


that though he were recovered, yet the paſſion and 
tefentment of the Paſtrino family expoſed me to 
new alarms ; and that the Marquis's vivacity was 
to me of itſelf an 'inexhauſtible ſource of trouble 
and pain. Was it for me, (ſaid 1 to myſelf) to 
take upon me the care of a young man of eighteen 
years, whoſe little "irregularities and paſſions [ 
ought to have overſeen ? I have left my daughter 
upon his account, and I find that he is become as 
gear to me as ſnhe is; and that affection binds meas 
Rrongly to him as honour, Why did 1 forge tor 
myſelf new chains, after fo often experiencing Nr. 
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thoſe I have already forged have been always un- 


have always tended to my misfortune and loſs? 
Am I ſure the Marquis will retain a ſenſe of what 
I do for him? Perhaps, notwithſtanding . the ten- 
derneſs and civility of my manners, he looks up- 
on me as his tyrant. Are young people pleaſed 
with any thing that does not ſooth their inclinati- ., 
ons? If ſo, what are the fruits of my pains? To 
torment myſelf uſeleſsly, to prepare by my labours 
and fatigues a painful and a languiſhing old age 
for myſelf, and perhaps to haſten my death. Alas ! 
death is not what terrifies me, but the reflection 
of my having owed my misfortune to my coming 
abroad in the world, at a time when I ought to 
have been dead to it and all its follies. Such 
were my reflections whilſt | was walking through. 
the avenues of trees that ſurround the caſtle: all 
my former troubles revived at the idea of the mi(- 
fortunes that were yet to come, and I found my , 
ſpirits ſo low when I returned to Inigo's houſe, , 
that I was obliged to call for a glaſs of wine to , 
ſupport them. | then walked into the Marquis's 
room, where the ſurgeon told me, plainly, that 
the Marquis's wound was worſe than before, and 
that he did not know what could be the cauſe of 
that alteration. I aſked of Scoti, who had been 
Cloſe with him, if any thing extraordinary had, 
happened. He told me, that Don Porterra had 
brought him a letter in the evening, which ſeem- 
ed to diſcompoſe him a good deal. Upon this, I. 
drew near to his bed, and finding him in a ſlum- 


ber, I perceived the end of a paper which appear- 


ed without the cloaths, and I drew it out ſoftly in 

order to read it. It appeared to be a letter 

— Donna Diana, of which the following is a 
opy. 


* Iam afraid, my dear Marquis, that there is 
* ſome ſtorm ready to break againſt us: Beſides 
O « your 


happy to myſelf, and that all my engagements . 
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« your abſence and your wound, which have al- 
„ready given me the moſt cruel uneaſineſs, I 
© have juſt received news which have given me 
«« a more real cauſe of being alarmed. Don Jaan 
de Alavaſtri, Paſtrino's uncle, viſited my father 
« this morning; I know not how he came to be 
informed of our ſentiments but he has not only 
cc told him that we love one another, but has add- 
«'ed a thouſand-calumnies, whoſe diſmal effects 
1 ſhall ere long feel. My father immediately 
called for me, and reproached me in very ſe- 
* vere terms for my tenderneſs, and for conſenting 
to a defign you had formed in order to carry me 
% away; and becauſe I had acquainted him with 
% my inclination to retire from the world, be- 
<« fore I knew you, he has declared that I muſt re- 
© ſume that deſtgn, and that he will leave me no 
* other choice but that of a convent. I would o- 
« bey him, my dear Marquis, without murmur- 
« ing, did I not know what I owe to you, and 
„what grief my loſs muſt occaſion to you. Why 
« cannot I bear by myſelf all the weight of the 
% misfortunes' that threaten us! Why cannot I, 
« at the expence of my life, give you back that 
e tranquillity, of which your too tender love for 
«© me has deprived you! I have always foreſeen 
“ that my paſſion one day would be my puniſh- 
% ment; and the hope that I had to ſee a happy 
„event of our loves, was ſo weak, and oppoſed 
« by ſo many well —— fears, that I dare not 
© accuſe Heaven of having deceived me. But | 
«© did not at all foreſee that your pains would yet 
«© render me more unhappy than my own. How- 
« ever, do not unreaſonably affli yourſelf; and 
«© haſten your cure as much as you can. I will 
% make uſe of this ſame method to inform you of 
my fate; whatever it is, I promiſe you an eter- 
„ nal fidelity.“ 


I put 
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I put the letter in the ſame. place in which I 
found it, and I ſat down on the Marquis's bedſide 
till he ſhould awake, which he did about mid- 
night. When he ſaw me, he preſented me the 
letter, giving at the ſame time a deep figh. I read 

it again, and without giving him tim* to ſpeak, I 
ſaid to him (with an air of tranquillity, which I 
had taken care to put on) Well, Sir, 1 ſee nothing 
to afflict you much, your affairs are in as good a 


ſituation as ever: Donna Diana ſtill loves you, 


and though ſhe ſhould enter into a convent, ſhe 
cannot take the habit before Le Brun returns from 
France. If your Father ſends you a favourable 
anſwer, you may depend upon it, that neither her 
Father nor ſhe will have any objection to your be- 
ing immediately happy. Do you believe ſo? re- 
plied he mournfully. Yes, (anſwered I) the 
thing ſpeaks itſelf ; you have nothing to do bur 
endeavour your recovery, inſtead of retarding, as 
you do, the effects of the remedies, by afflicting 
yourſelf needleſsly. 

The Marquis continued to make ſome objections 
with reſpect to the malice of Alavaſtros ; but 1 an- 
ſwered him in ſuch a manner, as made him per- 
fealy eaſy. Next morning about eight of the 
clock, the Count de Mancenez defired to ſpeak 
with me in private at the gate. I did not care for 
being ſeen by the Marquis (ſaid he to me) before 
I ſhould talk to you a little. I bring him news 
which will kill him with grief. Donna Diana was 
carried off this morning, as her Father was carry- 
ing her to a convent. 'The raviſhers dropped ſome 
words that inſinuated as if they acted by the Mar- 
quis's orders, ſo that Don Diego de Valez is in 
great rage againſt him, and is uſing all his endea- 
vours to have him arreſted; he knows likewiſe 
that you are here; the relations of Paſtrino prompt 

im to vengeance, and it. is through their means 


. that he is acquainted with the place of your re- 


treat, they having ſent ſpies out on all ſides to diſ- 
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ordered to be ready there, before he left the town, 


the Marquis underſtand that there was a neceſſity he 


Count, and I, went into the coach, together with 
the ſurgeon, and we ſent our footmen back to Ma. 
d rid in order to deceive the ſpies. In leſs than half 


Count to fend back his coach, though he told us 


* his coachman to return at right with one of his 
ſootmen and the horſes to carry proviſions for us, 


Marquis in the evening, and after a great many 
- reflections, both of us coneluded, that the raviſher 


— 
* * 


calumniator (ſaid I) is capable of the blackeſt 
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cover you. I embraced the Count a thouſand 
times, and begged him to give us proofs of his ge. 
neroſity and friendſhip at ſo delicate a juncture. [ 
have ſeen every thing {anſwered he ;) the Marquis, 
without loſing a moment, may get into my coach, 
and we will convey him to a place of ſafety, But, 
(replied I) the motion will perhaps kill him: He 
then aſſured me, that within half a league of Buen 
Retiro, we ſhould. meet with a litter, which he bad 


The only difficulty that now remained was, to let 


ſhould retire, without acquainting him with the 
true "reaſon. The Count undertook to manage 
this point, and entering into his chamber; My 
dear Marquis (ſaid he) I underſtand that your 
wound is turned worſe, and indeed 1 am not at all 
ſurprized at it, for I neglected to inform the (ur. 
geon that the air of Buen Retiro is mortal to all 
wounds, You muſt remove from hence, if you 
will take my advice, and that too inſtantly, The 
Marquis conſented to every thing; ſo he, the 


an hour we came up to the litter, and I adviſed the 
we had two leagues to walk. He then ordered 
and I gave the ſame orders to Scoti. 

We walked as hard as we could, and I diſcourſ- 


ed with the Count walking by the fide of the litter. 
I told him what Donna U iana had written to the 


was the ſame Alavaſtros who had falſely accuſed 
the Marquis of deſigning the piece of villainy. A 


crimes, I was the more confirmed in this * 
| | when 
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when he told me, that the mother of Don Paſtrino, 
' who was the ſiſter of Alavaſtros, was naturally of 


a violent humour, and that the death of her eldeſt 
ſon had reduced her to an exceſs of _ She was 


2 widow, and her neareſt relation was her brother. 
I then judged, that ſeeing herſelf outfof all hopes 
of being revenged by the ordinary methods, ſhe 
had ſolicited him to attempt the villainy ; and 
that, being informed by their ſpies' of the Mar- 
quis's love, he had formed a deſign of carrying a- 
way Donna Diana, in order to throw a ſuſpicion 
upon the young lover, and induce. his Majeſty to. 
fuffer him to be arreſted, hoping thereby to renew 
the proſecution, and to ruin him on both hands, 
In effect, Don Diego de Valez, that very day, 
obtained an order from the King for ſeizing the 
Murquis's perſon at Buen Retiro; but not going 
thither till the afternoon, he miſſed him. 

We were very ſafe at lviſella, which is a little 
caſtle belonging to the Count, ſituated at the en- 
try of a long meadow, on one fide of which there 
was a very thick wood, The place ſeemed to-be 
formed by nature for an Aſylum, and the neigh- 
bourhood was entirely uninhabited ; the keeper of 
the caſtle was an honeſt man, who lived there 
with his wife and two ſons by ſelling the crop of 
hay that grew in the meadow. The eftate itſelf 
was capable of being improved into a very pleafant 
place, but the Count having a country houſe 
nearer to the city, came ſeldom to lviſella, and 
there were but few of the chambers of it furniſhed, 
though thoſe that were for\the Count's own uſe 
were fitted up very handſomely. Our footmen ar- 
rived in the evening, with every thing that was 
neceſſary to make us paſs the time agreeably : 
They told us that the rape made a great noiſe at 
Madrid, that the Marquis was loudly blamed, and 
that the officers had been at Buen Retiro to ſeize 
his perſon. I likewiſe underſtood, that thoſe cir- 
cumſtances had made very ill imprefions upon 
O 3 ſome 
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ſome of our beſt friends; ſo I reſolved to go and 
wait upon them the next day, while the Count re- 
mained-with his friend, 

I went firſt to viſit: the Duke de Monalto, who 
was perſuaded, with the reſt of the city, that the 
Marquis was guilty. Notwithſtanding his civili- 
ties I eaſily diſcovered that his opinion had a good 
deal cooled him, and when I began to talk with 
him upon the principal ſubje&t of my viſit, he 
could not help interrupting me, Indeed it is too 
much to kill a man, and to raviſh a Lady of fi. 
gure, and all that, in three or four days time: 
Ah, Mr. Renoncour, indeed it is too much. I did 
not plead very long; I complained of his creduli. 
ty, which ſuffered him to be impoſed upon in be-. 
lieving ſo villainous a rumour, and I proteſted to 
him, that we were innocent: I begged of him to 
conſider that the Marquis was not in a condition to 
attempt a rape, nor [ either in an age or in a ſitu. 
ation to permit him; nor had either the one or o- 
ther of us ſo much intereſt in Spain, as to engage 
a ſet of men who would go through ſo execrable 2 
deſign, In ſhort, (faid 1) it is but too true, that 
the Marquis is yet ſtretched upon a bed, in a con- 
dition that gives me ſtill great reaſon to fear. I 
come to intereſt you in our favour, and for that 
effect it will not be enough to ſtop an unjuſt and a 
groundleſs proſecution, but if you would deſerve 
our eternal acknowledgments, you muſt aſſiſt us in 
recovering Douna Diana, or at leaſt in diſcovering 
the place where ſhe 1s, for I don't believe that the 
Marquis can live if ſhe is not found, and he is as 
yet ignorant that ſhe is loſt. Upon this, I gave 


the Duke an exact account of the Marquis's amour 


with Donna Diana, and did not even conceal my 
reaſons for ſuſpecting that Alavaſtros had a hand 


in the rape. If that (anſwered the Duke) be the 


caſe, the beſt way will be to go to Don Diego de 
Valez, and to let him know he is miſtaken in his 
purſuit. There is no time to be loſt, go * 

ately 
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ately yourſelf, I for my part will BO, not to ſtop 
the proſecution, which will drop of itſelf, but to 
undeceive the court, which is prepoſſeſſed againſt 

ou and the Marquis. I left him to go to Don 
Diego de Valez. This viſit did not fail to give 
me ſome emotion, and n the eaſe 
with which I uſed to expreſs myſelf, while I was 
going to this houſe, 1 was in ſome difficulty how 
I ſhou'!d addreſs him. 

Finding him by himſelf, | immediately diſco- 
vered to him who I was: The ſtep I take, Sir, 
(ſaid i) on the part of the Marquis de Roſemont, 
will convince you more of his ſincerity than any 
ſtudied diſcourſe. He is reduced to deſpair, on 
account of the notion you entertain of him ; you 
accuſe him of a crime, of which, if you knew his 
innocence, you would regret your having once ſuſ- 


- pected him. I proteſt to you, Sir, that he is not 


only innocent, contrary to what his enemies ſug- 
geſt, but your Joſs afflicts him as much as it does 
you ; he would have hazarded his life to have de- 
fended Donna Diana from her raviſhers. If you 
doubt of what I ſay, require of me the ſtrongeſt 
proofs that can ſerve to convince you, and I am 
ready to give them. 

He heard me attentively, and I knew not what 
judgment to form by his looks, which appeared to 
me at the ſame time melancholy, furious, and at- 
tentive, At laſt, he anſwered me, that the artifice 


was too groſs ; that he himſelf was with his daugh- 


ter when ſhe was carried off, and that he had 
heard the name of the Marquis ſeveral times pro- 
nounced by the raviſhers. It 1s juſt in that very 
thing (replied I) the malice of our enemies con- 
fiſts: But it is a malice fo improbable, that it is 
ſurpriſing that it ſhould make any impreſſion upon 
you: for I would aſk of you, Sir, if it be probable 
that people employed by the Marquis ſhould have 
diſcovered his name ? They had all the reaſon in 
the world to conceal it, both upon their own ac- 

count 
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count and upon his. But I know, (anſwered he) 
that the Marquis loves my daughter, and I was in- 
formed of his deſign even before it was executed, 
They who have told you (replied I) that the Mar- 
quis loved onna Diana, have not indeed deceiv- 
ed you in that point; but they made this a handle 
for trumping upa vile and villainous calumny, I 
know who they are as well as you. They burn 
with defire of revenge, and on that account, were 
it on no other, you ought to ſuſpett the truth of 
their accuſations, But would you have another 
proof, to which I am perſuaded you can object no- 
_— Here it is (ſaid I, producing Donna Dia- 
na's letter) ſin ce you are acquainted with the ſenti- 


ments it contains. He took the letter, and know- 
ing it to be his daughter's writing, he could not 
help dropping ſome tears, and tenderly ſaying ; 
Alas! my dear child, 1 now begin to find that you 
were dearer to me than I myſelf was aware of, or 
perhaps than you imagined. He then began to 
read the letter, agd appeared ſurprized. But 


(ſaid he) whom do you ſuſpeR for the raviſhers? 
I anſwered, that I could not be ſo certain of that, 
as to inform him poſitively ; but that I had very 
good reaſons for ſuſpecting Alavaſtros himſelf. I 
then put him in mind of Don Paſtrino's death, of 
the light in which the King had viewed the affair, 
ſo as to deprive Don Alavaſtros of all hopes of be- 
ing revenged. Since that time (continued |) he 
has been always active and induſtrious to diſcover 
the place of our retreat, probably with a deſign to 
ſatisfy his rage. He has ſolicited all his friends a- 
gainſt us, and has diſpatched ſpies and armed men 
to watch for us in the fields, Laſtly, I impaited 
to Don Diego all the conjectures that had ſuggelt- 
ed to me as | was walking to Iviſella, and I endea- 
voured to make him of my own opinion, that it 
was the effects of Alavaſtros's vengeance. If he 
has ferved me ſo villainouſly, (anſwered he, with 2 
furious air) I will tab him with a thouſand To 
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Upon this, he called for his three ſons, who had 
all a very good mein, and appeared to he men of 
reſolution; the old man repeated every thing that 
] had told tim. When he had done ſpeaking, I 
added a great many reaſons to what he had ſaid; 
ſuch as the danger in which the Marquis was in 
from his wound, his youth, his dependance upon 
me, and to conclude (ſaid I to him) in order to 
convince you of his innocence, I ſwear to you, that 
though [ am here in the name of the Marquis, to 
clear him from the imputation of guilt, that he is 
yet ignorant of Donna Diana's being cartied away, 
and ſhall continue ſo till he is perfectly cured. He 
loves her with ſo much tenderneſs and reſpe&, 
that this news, joined with his own- misfortune, 
would infallibly kill him. I talk freely to you ot 
his ſentiments (added I) becauſe he is of ſuch 
birth and quality, as his alliance will do honour 
to the family of any grandee in Spain, 

The Father and the three Sons looked upon one 
another without ſpeaking. At laſt, the Father 
told me, That though he was much inclined to be- 
lieve what I ſaid, he could not ſtop the purſuit he 
had ſet on foot, till he had ſeen ſome more con- 
vincing p oofs, That all he could promiſe was 
not to puſh it too hard, and that in the mean time 
he would endeavour to get ſome light from Don 
Alavaſtros himſelf He begged I would join with 
him to get all the intelligence we could; and 
he concluded by ſwearing to we, that if he found 
Alavaſtros the villain he ſuſpected. he would pu- 
niſh him in a manner that would frighten all 
Spain, and his thre. ſons joined him with the ſame 
proteſtation. 

The youngeſt very much reſembled Donna Dia- 
na, though he was born of a former marriage, and 
found him the warmeſt in her intereſt; his name 
was Don Pedto de Lera, he was about twenty three 
or twenty four years of age, and he * 
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his Father that he would, before night, know i: WA 
Alavaſtros was guilty, and what had become of hi; 
Siſter, | 
They waited upon me with a great deal of cini. 
lity to the ſtreet. door; and I immediately went ty 
the Count de Mancenez's houſe, that I might 
meet with Donna Eliza. This Lady appeared ye. 
ry much afflicted with Donna Diana's being carried 
off. I informed her of the ſituation of our affain 
and begged of her to contribute a little to the 
tranquillity of the Marquis. I am afraid (ſaid! 
to her) that if he has no account of Donna Dian, 
he may aMiQ himſelf ſo much as to endanger his 
recovery; we muſt make him believe that her Fr. 
ther has put her into a convent, and that not be 
ing at liberty to write, ſhe had begged you, whe 

| ſhe and you parted, to inform the Marquis, tha 
he need be under no apprehenſions with reſpe& i 
her, and that ſhe hoped to ſee him after he ya 
cured, Donna Eliza promiſed to do whatere 
I defired her. We agreed that the ſhould fei 
a letter to Iviſella by her owe footman that 
it might appear the leſs to bea concerted if. 
fair. I next viſited all the perſans with whom wt 
were acquainted, that I might undeceive them d 
the falfe opinion they had conceived from the pub. 
lick report, I perceived that the duke de Moni. 
to had already done a great deal, and that he h 
ſerved us like a true friend. Though I was much 
fatigued with my journey, I returned in the evet- 
ing to Iviſella with Don Porterra, who would 
needs accompany me. The news I brought, gat 
great pleaſure to the Count de Mancenez: Thats 
miable nobleman told me, that fince I had begu 
ſo ſucceſsfully, he would leave me to finiſh out 
fairs at Madrid; that for his ſhare, he would tait 
care of the Marquis, and that he would not len 
him one moment till ſuch time as he was perfetl 
recovered. Next day, Donna Eliza's footman r 
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ived, and his miſtreſs, who had a great deal of wit, 
ad inſtructed him very exactly how to behave, He 
efired (with a very importunate air) to ſpeak 
ith the Marquis, becauſe he would truft his let- 
er to no hands but his. We hereupon all repaired 
to his chamber, expreſſing great curioſity to know 
the ſubject of ſo preſſing a meſſage. The Marquis 
Whaving read the letter, gave it to the Count, laying 
that he was under infinite obligations to Donna 
Eliza, We all read it, and it was turned in the 
moſt agreeable, and moſt proper manner for ma- 
king a lover ealy. You have reaſon (ſaid I) to 
be ſatisfied, you have no more to mind now, bt a 
ſpeely cure for your wound, 


m Rt The End of the firſt Volume. 


